March 22, 1974
P. 0. Box 1346
Kaneohe, Hawall 967hL

Mr. Arthur Au

Meat Products Purchasing Agent
Holiday Mart Supermarket

801 Kaheka Street

Homolulu, Hawali 9831L

Dear Mr. Au:

As a marine biologist with the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biolegy
who has been actively imvolved in sea turtle research snd conservaiion,
I feel that it iz indeed unfortunate that your firm is now attempting
to advertise and market imported turtls steak. The exmct description
of this produet at your Honolulu outlet reads:

Hew Item
Fresh frozen mariculture farmed
prime turtle steak from the
Cayman Islands - 100% top guality
lean meat - no bone or surplus fat
8 ounces - $3.39

It is my understanding that the importer and distributor of this
1tem is Tropical Seas Enterprise, an individually cwned concern which
ie new to our state, It is alsc my understanding that promoticmal
brochures prepared by backers of the Grand Cayman ferm are belng
presented to prospective buyers here in Hawail (such as yourself) in
an effort to demonstrate how the farm's commercialization of ses
turtle products is acting to "save" ths species. T have in my
possession a complete set of these pamphlets which I have carefully
examined. In addition, I have only recently visited Grand Cayman
Ieland in order to more fully understand the relationships batwsen
the conservation of sea turtles and the "farming" that 1s now in
progress. I have also had the opportunity to correspond with numerous
gea turtle biologists, both in the United States and in other coun-
triea, who are extremely concerned about the adverse effects that will
result from the popularization of turtle products. To say the least,
statements made in the promotionsl brochures do not present a elesar
and factual pleture of the true status of turtle farming. Unfortun-

- ately, this misinformation has been rasponsible for creating s
confident attitude in the general public concerning the survival
outlook of sea turtles. In this respect I have enclosed copies of
literature by Dr. Archie Carr and Dr. David Ehrenfeld which give a
detailed and factual account of the situation. I sincersly hope that
you will have the time to examine this material. o
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In essence, the "farmed" turtle as we know it todsy is nothing
more than eggs, hatchlings and/or potentially gravid sdult females
that have been removed from their natural enviromment and utilized
for commercial purposes. DBecause of the complex 1ife history of ses
turtles, you cen well Imagine the effect that this practice could
hsye on wild populations, particularly when ege removals number in
the hundreds of thousands per year. Various rationalizations have
been offered as justification for this activity, however, you will

find that each has been thoroughly refuted in the literature I have
enclosed. :

An awaraness of the world-wide plight of all sea turtles has

surfaced in recent years. Ii is my bellef that this concern will

timately result in full protection from commereial exploitation,
whether it be for prematursa farming ventures or direct marketing
purpoges. TYou are probably already aware of the protective measurss
for Hawaii's turtlea that are now under consideration by the State
Fish and Game Division and the Legislature. You may not realirze
that both California and I1linois now prohibit the zale of sea
turtle products. Recent lobbying in Califarnia to obbtain an exemp-
tion for Grand Ceyman's products resulted in failure. The progress-
ive legislation enacted by these two states iz sn example we must
all folleow 1f the world's ocean going turtles are not te be rediuced
below a level necessary for viability.

The U. B. Department of the Interler is also presently directing
efforte at slowing the decline. Of the five major types of sesn
turtles which exist, three are officlally listed as endangered species
(81l commerce being prohibited) and two (one of which is the Qreen
Tartle now in your market) are under consideration for inclusicm to
the 1list. A decision will be made in the next few months and I fesl
confident that, based on facts as we know them, maximum protection
will be fortheoming.

In the meantime, each of us can ald sea turtle survival by
refusing to purchase any of the derived products. As a business man,
you have the opportunity to play s unique part by not offering these
products to your customsrs. Huch action will most definitely receive
the conservation-oriented community's support as well as clarify
Holiday Mart's position ss a conscientious enterprise that ia con-
cerned about its effact on the environment.

I hava appreciated the opportunity to discuss this metter with o
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you and would be most happy to answer any questicns that may arise.
Please feeal free to contact me at 24T-6631.
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Sincerely,

Gecrge H. Balazs

Eead - Holiday Mart

Gagne - Hawall Auvdubon Society

Fanay - Bierra Club

Zilegler - Bishop Muzseum

Redovsky - Blshop Muoseum

Howle = Food and Druz Adminigtraticn

Baird - Dept. of Agrieulture

Sekora - Buregu of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Kallus
Olzen - Burean of Sport Fisberies and Wildlife, Washington
King - New York Zoological Bociety

Ehrenfeld - Barnard College, N. Y.

Dr. A. Carr - Univergity of Florida
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April 9, 1974

Mr. George H. Balazs
P, 0. Bax 1346
Eaneohe, Hawaii 96844

Dear Mr. Balazsg:

We would like to take this opportunity to thank vou and
your group of concermed citizens who took the time to write
and call us of their concern of the future of sea turtles.

We at Holiday Mart were not aware of the movement to save
sea turtles and would like you to know we will support your
well presented ideals by not ordering any more fresh or frozen
sea turtle products. We will sell ocut our presant stock of
25-30 pounds, but will not advertise this remaining stock as
planned in recognition of your work.

We would like you to know that we are sensitive to our
customers requests and people who are concerned about Hawali's
future.

Mahalo.

Yours taly,

]
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Woodie A. Reed

Genaral Manager
Holiday Superfoods



