RECOGMIZING that development ssabtance agenches annually
dighurse mopre than U5515,000 million in suppomn of development
activities;

RECALIING that the World Conservarion Sirategy strongly
recommends that development assistance agencies fund projects
beneficial to conservation, assess all their projecis (o ensure their
ecological soundness and assist governments to design ecologically
approprinte pelicies and to establish and maintain effective conser-
vation infrasiructiures;

BRECCHGMIZING thai a number of bilateral and multilaveral
development assistance agencies already have taken actions of the
kind recommended in the World Conservation Strategy;

The General Assembly of [UCH, at its 15th Sesszion In
Chrisichurch, New Zezaland, 11-23 October 1981 :

COMMENDS those development assistance agencies which have
taken actions recommended in the World Conservation Strategy;
URGES those muldlateral and bilateral development assistance
agencies which have not already done so o implement the Warld
Conservation Strategy by:

{a) ensuring that from the first stages of planning, environmental
consequences are congidersd equally with economic and other
aspects of every proposed development project;

{b) ensuring that projects which they support do nod canse the ex-
tinction or endangerment of species or the destruction of =sen-
tial scological processes or unigue ecosyitems ol represented
clsewhere;

{c) supporting projects aimed at the conservation of species and
ecodyatems, with special emphasis on projects included in the
Programme of [LCM;

{d) ua]s_:i.rm developing countries in training conservation ad-
ministrators and relevant personnel, and in building institutions
imporant to conservation; and

(2} establishing internal offices with staff responsible for carrving
out the abowe acthons,

15/6. URBAN FRINGES

RECOGHNIZING that the growth of cities poses particular pro-

blems, especially For the Third World and that within two decades,

more than balf of the world population of over 6 billion will be fiv-

:;g I]'ld-:lues and that 12 of the |5 largest ones will be in the Third
orld;

CONSCICHS that in the past, cities have been supported by the
surrounding countryside in a number of ways: their hinterlands
provided food, fuel and water and absorbed urban wasies;

CONCERNED that this former situation is breaking down and
many citles, particularly in the Third World, have now exhausted
the capacity of their fringes to support further urban growth and
that these cities now rely upon food, fuel and water supplies which
must be imported over long distances ar great cost, particularly to
the urban poor;

COMSCIOUS that the edges of many cites have become a new
wasteland due to the destroction of local forests and woodland for
fuel, building materials, amd thai the impoverishment of
agricultural land is leading to a permanent loss of soil ferlivg;
COMSCIOUS ALSO thar signifleant areas of prime agricultural
land on the fringes of cities, including those in developed coun-
tries, are being converted to urban uses and thus pesmanently lose
for food production purposes;

AWARE that landscapes at the edge of citles and the habitar of
wildlife which they provide are now increasingly of valus for
recreation and snvironmenial education and that for most uwrban
dwnelbers, these areas at the edge of the city provide the only non.
urban environment they are ever likely 1o experience ;
COMYINCED FURTHER that only by careful development, coms-
bined with conservation measures, con food, fuel and warer
resgurces continue o be exploited in & profitable and ecologically
acceprable way, 1o ensuré support 1o a local population and make a
bedter contribution to the wedfare of a nearby city;

The General Assembly of [UCN, at its 15th Session in
T hrctehrierh Sew Faglamd 11271 e abeas 1087 -

rapidly sxpanding cities, particulardy bat not only in the Third
World, that pose spectal problems for conservation and develop.
ment which are often overlooked by international, naticnal and
local agencies;

CALLS UPON all nations to acknowledge that urban fringes pre-
sent probiems that require coordinated action to ensure that land
near cities remains available for sustainable production of food
and fuel wood; for the conservation of water supplies, species, and
habitats; and for recreation and environmental education; and
URGES all member governmenis and organizations 1o ake ap-
propriate action to demonsirate that wrban fringe management can
successfully incorporate the principles of conservation for sus-
tainable development,

45/7. THE ROLE OF TRADITIONAL LIFE

STYLES AND LOCAL PEOPLE IN CONSER-

VATION AND DEVELOPMENT

RECOHGNIZING that human societies have survived only because

they have evolved, within their traditional fife sivies, a viable rela-"
tionship betwesn population, land management and conservarion ;

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that patterns of cultural behaviour

- with respect (o nature and particularly the conservation of nature,

may be unconscious, and that recognition of this element in
behaviour i5 fundamental to strengthening conservation elements
of development programmes and activities;

MOTIMG that human societies are rapidly losing their original
spiritual dimensions, self-reliance and wisdom as they change from
traditional life styles to modern ways of life;

MOTIMG FURTHER that conservation and development are in-
creasingly dominated by urban society, often insensitive to the
valses and significance of the diverse rural iraditions which have
supported civilisation over long periods of time;

COMVIMNCED that traditional conservation systems have much 1o
recommend them, not because of sentimental nostalgia buot
because they are based on common sense, are cost-ef fective and fit
in with the nesds and wishes of many local communitbes;

The General Assembly of IUCH, ar s 15th Session in
Christcharch, New Zealand, 11-23 Ocrober 19481 :

RECOMMEMDS that heads of governments, minisiers, members

of legislatures, administravors, planners and conservationises;

(a) take Into account the sl existing very large reservair of radi-
tional knowledge and experience within local cultures which
must provide a significant basks for the evolution of future
management policies and planning actions;

() provide the means for local people who maintain scologicaily
sound practices o play & primary role in all stages of develop-
ment in the area they identily with, 50 thar they can participate
and benefit directly, in a manner which |3 congistent with their
values, time frames and decision-making processes;

{c) seek conninuous support of these local people in shaping and
implementing conservation stralegies, programmes and plans,
in order to considerably increxse conventional conservation
potentials for achbeving the goals of the World Conservation
Stravegy; and

‘) foszer further research (noo the ecology of traditional life styles.

15/8. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AS
RELATED TO DEVELOPMENT

OBSERYIMNG thar rapid and widespread dererioration of nagure
and natural resources threatens the quality of life as well as human
welfare in all countries;

COMSIDERING thai snvironmental problems may arise due 1o
lack of awarsness and undersianding of the harmiul effects of pat.
terns of prodiuction and consumption;

COMVINCED that value and behaviour pasierns harmiul 1o the
environment can be modified through pregrammes of snvironmen-
tal sducation;
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15/1. WORLD CONSERVATION STRATEGY

RECOGNIZING that the World Conservation Strategy (WCS) was launched in March 1980
by TUCN, with the advice, cooperation and financial assistance of UNEP and WWF and in
collaboration with FAO and Unesco, and that the theme of the 15th Session of the [UCN
General Assembly is *The World Conservation Strategy in Action” ;

NOTING the wide range of initial actions taken by State, agency and non-governmental
members of IUCN to implement the objectives of the WCS;

AWARE of the significant actions of IUCN in incorporating the principles of the WCS into
its Programme, into the projects of the Commissions and the establishment of the Conserva-
tion for Development Centre; _
CONCERNED nevertheless that the implementation of the World Conservation Strategy re-
quires continued and greater effort;

The General Assembly of IUCN, at its 15th Session in Christchurch, New Zealand, 11-23 Oc-
tober 1981:

CALLS UPON all United Mations and other intergovernmental agencies to incorporate the
WCS into their own programmes and to encourage and support the development of national
conservation strategies, cross-sectoral policy development and similar activities to fulfil the
objectives of the WCS;

URGES bilateral and multilateral aid agencies to continue to integrate ecological and other
conservation values into development activities which affect renewable resources;

CALLS UPON national, provincial and local governments. governmental agencies, national
and international non-governmental organizations to utilize the WCS in developing their pro-
grammes and to promote the implementation of the WCS principles by other institutions;
[NSTRUCTS Council to continue with the development of the Union’s Programme and pro-
jects with the help of the members, Commissions and the Conservation for Development
Centre and through the Programme Planning Advisory Group, 10 coordinate and integrate
efforts to implement the WCS; and

REQUESTS the [UCN Secretariat to monitor and evaluate actions taken to further the objec-
tives of the WCS and report on such actions to the 16th General Assembly of [UCN.



