Waikiki’s green turtie |
population is growing

M the past, Waikiki hasn't been

a haven for green sea tortles,

but a recent study shows that
hag changed.

Several vears ago, increased

sightings of turtles in Waikikl

the curiosity of Russell K.

iva, a Marine uanPrﬁmm
amdnntatthaﬂtﬁ‘\mﬂ Ha-
wiil Along with Marine
Fisheries Service

Balazs, Miva designed a study to

, show that more 100
hy turtles now browse and
rest in the waters off Waikiki
During the 10-moath stody, the
researchers learned much more
than just how many turtles live in
the aren. Workers observed turtle
. behavior by snorkeling and watch-
ing from the shoreline. They also
St an ohservation station in a
12th. r Sheraton Waikiki Hotel
room, donated by the hotel,
While other people were watch-
ing the sunsets from rooms-with-a-
view, these researchers and their
helpers were watching turtles, re-
cording when, where and for how
long the animals were grazing and

w'l'he data showed that
milciki tortles usually graze with-
in 300 feet of shore, eating the
1|i'‘nnI|.".:1l.'lml.1:.r il
a in the area. Most o
the tortles foed in late afternoon
and early evenin

Between the turtles
rest on the bottom in o Bear caves
or reaf ledges in two locations:
near the Kapahulo seawall and in
an area uﬂ‘ Fort DeR called
Canyons. At Canyons, turtles regu-
larky get “cleaned” by 5
and wrazses, a behavior that re-
ummmd still don't folly under-

In order to find out exactly what
the greens are . researchers
caught several by oF nets,
then inserted a plastic tube
through their and into
their crops. By flushing sea water
into the tube, the researchers
could collect and analyze food par-

All four turtles sampled had
eaten several kinds of native algae,
but two of thres turtles caught off
the Sheraton had also eaten an
alien red seaweed introduced
from th'ﬂa in IW-:..H 01:: of thna:

paper’ CIop.
fourth turtle, near the
Eapahulo seawall, had eaten only
the native alga called sea lettuce.

Eﬁ to waste an opportunity,
B § and Miya measured,
welghed and 15 of the Wai-
« kiki turtles for long<{erm monitor-
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While most would agree that an

increase in Hawaii's green turtle
ﬂu]nlonh thertirhaduﬂ'n
nl.l.l'hl.g : (==}
tmmmﬁ%miﬁﬂ-
ki Beach, two with propeller slash-

space. The turtles have a right to
be there without drowning in un-
attended nets or getting wacked 1o

death by propellers.
Ioterestingly, shark predation
and did not appesar to be

t I knew quite a2 bit

gbout turtle tumors but [ learneda

lot more. Some statistics were
shocking. From 180285 Balars and
workers tagged 387 greens in Molo-
kal waters and not one had tumors.
In 1988, about 5 percent of those
had tumors. The next year, 10

percent were afflicted. By the endf |

of 1990, 5 of Molokai's
tagged turtles had this fatal dis
ease and 1991 Is the worst yel; 38

nt These numbers are rapid-
¥ approaching the 50 percent fig-
ﬁ currently seen in Kaneohe

turtles, hlshﬂthk of

I recommend this video §

forsch dive clubs and all those

interested in Hawail's marine life. §

Call John Lindelow at Z36-4544 for
information.

Susan Seott s o marnine sciemce
toriter and asuthor of three books choui
Howaii's environment. Her Ocean
Watch column appears Morday in the
Star-Bullerin.
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