Endangered gree

By Ed Kennedy

Sdvertiser Travel Writer

The Sheraton Waikiki hag a

S The first hint of change

L Lol e g at
the porte cochere whete
there’s a large bronze eculpture
of five kony, Hawalian green
sea turtles,

Inside, there ia a bright-yel-
low ceramic tle installation,
about 10 feet across, over by
the main elevators. In stylized,
brilliantly colored tiny pieces
of tile, it depicts three typical
ecenes of Hawall. It 18 lowely.

Last year, the Bheraton
embarked on a $20 milllon ren-
ovation to bring the Z-vear-old
hotel a little more up to date in
geveral design aspects. The
renovation theme honors the
hon, one of Hawail's endan-

d epecies.

*Everybody seems really sin-
cete about this fonu project,”
arne outaide obaerver said. 1
think It's developed into some-
thing more than just a public
relations thing.”

+ 'They're doing things like

eatugtic pr

Hﬂlillln /e

vides

mural was sort of 4 sh
piece by a Maintand ariist anr.l
a Hawall artist — Kailua

renovating suites; corridors,

Athe lobby and the convention

~area. Most of it appears 1o be

‘poemetic; except they've taken

out the old Lobby Bar. Ttz
being replaced with retail

' bar, once a favorite

hangout for-listening to sweel
Island songs and watching pale

newcnmers arrive, is

Just wasn't getiing the business

it uzed to,

Another favorite of mine was

the Sheralon’s oulrageous,
trademark "Jungie”
paper, which Hned
corridora. IL was so lacky, ib

was cool. Now, they are gradu-
ally installing new corridor cov-

eringa with a much brightler,
'Ble plantation motif

The ceramic mural s part of
a planned zeries of floor murals

Lo be inslalled around the
hotel's public spaces.

Ag many of these hotel pro-

jeets often are, the ceramlc

Ferotel

ceramics arlist Robert James
Vogland,

Vogland, who has been in
the Islands about eight years,
makes a living by creating and
executing handmade ceramic
tile designis on just aboul any-
thing you can glue a tile 1o..Atl
the moment, he save, he's busy
wlLI]il a custom-designed shower
ghall.

The artist who created the
vigual design for the murals iz
Walter Monske of Van Nuys,
Calif Vogland followed his

drawinaﬁ
Monske's original design hit a
few snags. He drew a portrait
of King Kamehameha into the
floor mural. When the design
came up for approval, hots]
employess pointed oul you
can’'t have people stepping 'on a
portreit of Kemehamaha
“I didn't know,” Monske sald
from his studio in Californla. 1
had to redo it.”
Having his designs trod upon
I8 nothing new to Monske.

theme for Sheraton renovations

wmmmm

This mural of ceramic tile llgma upﬂ'la area by the maln elevaiors in
the rencvated Sheraton Walkikl.

“Probably more pguple have for the Hilton Hawallan Village

walked over my work than
about I.rﬂﬂi. in Hawatl,™
aa_*.-u 1 ed the carpets

jﬁ: a]:rl:rul. 10

during their big renovation
. They're
m n

o bk e e 8

B wWor

gculpture Richard Stiers who,

for ast 16 JI'EEI.‘B, hag lived
up in U'E.ndn s

nally, he wm a.n indus-
trial ardist.
But then he started doing
hig own pleces (which are ::mw
displayed throughout the
world)
T e
m whale
m gee on the Four
croquet lawn in
Wailes. i
The plece he did for the
Sheraton ig called “Reundon.”

| “It's five turtles, adults and
juvenilea, returned to home

shores, T it wasg appro-
priate since [ to think of a
hotel as a place that brings
people together.”

Japaﬂlaeae tourists are lﬂm_‘gl

Lo have thelr plcture:

umpi'runt of the sculpture.

“I think that's cne of the best



