CHAPTER FOUR
PIRATES AND BUCCANEERS

They ihave sown the wind,
e irey thall reap the whirwind | | |
— Haosea (Holy Bikle)

ThEASURE CHESTS REMOVED three centuries ago from wrecked ships by white men with black beards; gold
pieces tossed on the counters of island stores, and stories of pitched battles with cutlass, dagger and pistol were
commeonly told in the islands right up till the twen of the century,

From the 16th to the 18th centuries *new world"” waters were haunted by deserters from ships, runaway
slaves and fugitives, who pooled their talents in reaping havoe on merchant vessels in the Caribbean, the
Atlantic and for out into the Pacific.

Spanish treasure fleets laden with goid doubloons, pieces of eight and other objects of fantastic value made
tempting targels for the ravenous searovers, rogues, whose only god was the thirst for spoils. Their sinful
carelree existence was always fraught with the possibility that death might be theirs before the sun set. As
Shukespeare stmed: **a plague upon it when thicves cannot be true one to another.”

The pirste captain enjoyed no special respect or prestige. He was elected by his band of cunthroats and on
many occasions ate and slept with the crew and took his irick at the wheel. Hasty ships™ articles drown before
cach voyage hud little if any legal value, but did assign each man his respective duties and assured him his
share of weulth in the buccaneenng forays. If any mercy was shown by these rough, tough individuals it was in
giving extra shares of loot 10 one of their number injured in battle: this rule however, was witgue and most
reasoned the fewer amang them the better the distribution, Foremost in their minds was the slogan, **no prey.,
no pay.'” which created an inate lust 1o plunder and pillage with wanton abandon, even when the target
outmanned and outgunned them.

Though modern man has elected to eulogize these lusty savages as adventuresome, colorful rogues who
gave spice and excitement 1o the nautical past, they were little better than disciples of the Devi . If any today
had been victims of such violent attacks and brutality, that accepted image would quickly tarnih and fall into
duse. Where there is no law, every man makes a law onto himself—the ouicome —anarchy. It has been said
that the fiendish pirate L'Olonnois. in attempting 1o pry secret reasure trove information from some captives,
suddenly slashed the chest of one, ripped out his heart and literally **began to bite and gnaw it with his teeth,
like a ravenous wolf, "

When men turm their souls over to Satan they usually reap what they sow. o did the famous, or should we
say infamous Edward Teach, the feared **Blackbeard,'* who plundered and murdered along the southwest
Atlantic coast. Decapitated. by his own breed, his head was lashed 1o a bowsprit.

Though the Hawaiian Islands were involved in severnl piratical acts, the remoteness of its shores and the
absence of recorded history left only shreds of evidence, offering some fascinating but unsolved puzzles. And
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who knows, there may still be treasure stashed away in
underwater caves or in secreded lava tubes known only to
long deceased buccaneers and trbal chiefs. Under the old
feudal system any not of the alii, who had knowledge of
buried treasure, kept their lips sealed because of the tabu,

[m recent decades a treasure cave was found not many
miles from Homolulu. I3 existence had been rumored for
many vears alleging carved symbaols cut in the rock floor,
the entrance only visible at extreme low tde, When the
place was discovered by a group of young scuba divers,
they reasoned the sea cave must indeed hold something of
great value, But alas, they found nothing. Maybe some-
body had been there long before,

As do the eafly Hawaiian legends, the stories of pi-
rates and ireasure had differing versions depending on
who was telling the story. One of the most frequently told
in the islands had three versions, all of which are pre-
sented here.

[m the vear [B1E, a mysterious vessel named Mierory
armived in the islands, commanded by o swarthy character
who gave his name as Captain Turner. A cloak of suspi-
cion surrounded the crew as they came ashore, Proceeding
to get drunk and boisterous, they boasted of capturing
their ship and changing her name, They further told of
itemns aboard of solid silver and gold.

When the king learned that the Ficrory was for sale he
was anxious 1o add her o his Aeet. Afer negotiations were
finalized, the ship was renamed Lifadiieo and fitted out for
a voyage to China with a cargo of sandalwood,

Meanwhile the questionable Captain Turner and his
erstwhile polyglot crew continued to act like a band of

cutthrosis, and proved to be just that. After raising con--

siderable mayhem around Honolulu, they went their sepa-
rite ways evidently 1o ovoid detection. some signing on
other ships, and others senling n vanouws pads of the
iskands,

In Seprember of the same yvear, & formidable man-o-
war dropped her anchor in Honolulu Harbor. ldentified as
Spanish. it was soon learned she was the Argesring, on the
trail of pirates who had plundered the sloop-of-war Sania
Rosa, belonging 1o the Province of La Plata. Captain
Bouchard, master of the warship. interviewed the
Hawaiian king and told him of the buccaneers comman-
deering a ship snd sailing it sround Cape Horn 1o Chile
where they sacked a church and then sailed out into the
Pacific, There was virtually nodoubt, that the Lilkedifho, ex
Vicrory was indeed the Saivg Rosa; Tumer and his motely
crew, the pirates.

According t the account, Kamehameha returned
what church property he wos able to recover, A lorge
segment of the pirates were tracked down and duoely
punished, but the king retained the ship. The buccaneers
were rumared o have hidden their share of the loot in
secrel hiding places throughout the islands.
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A shghtly different version of the same episode has
been related by John Papa [i (1800-1870) high chief.
kncwn among Howailans a3 a “‘teacher, preacher and
judge.'” According to his account, a Spanish (Argenti-
nean) ship arrived in the year 1817, and the captain and
mate looked like Enelishmen and spoke both Spanish and
English, The caprit. -l on seeing the king and was
granted an audic:: ¢ king opening a barrel of sirong
drink {okolihao) and toasting the event, The ship and her
cargo were eventually sold to the king foran unknown sum.
while her former crew scamered to several sectors of the
islamds.

[i insisted there were rwo (pirate) ships that had come
from Argentina. The second, a two-master, ** with double
prow,”” armved at Kailua-Kona after the larger ship was
already in the hands of the king. She did not remain lon
but appeared several days later off Kauai, After the man-
of-war armived. seeking the two ships, the king was con-
vinced he had purchased stolen property from buccaneers.

The “‘unusual ships™ hod created much excitement
among the Hawaiians for they were unlike any they had
ever seen. Because the Ficrory's crew had vanished into
the mountains, armed forces from the man-of-war were
dispatched to And and bring them to justice; their search
proved futile. The Victory, li recorded, was eventually
taken from the king. but some of her goods remained with
the Hawaiian ruler. el

A month later, after the recovere .« .iel had been
restored to her rightful caners, she depanea Kailua-Kona
on rumor that the displaced two-masted vessel had been
sighted ot Waimea, Kaual, The rumor proved correct and
after her shipmaster was found in the house of an islunder.
he was taken to o suitable place and shot w demh for
Ireason and piracy,

The third and more detailed account necessitates occa-
sional reference to the journal kept by Manin, who wis a
witness to several of the proceedings.

It appears that Hipolite Bouchard was a privateer
caplsin from Buenos Aires, a Frenchman, an adventurer
and one set on becoming a celebrated naval commander
with the armed frigute Argenting, (34 guns) commissioned
as a privateer by the revolutionary govemment of the
United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata. He had earlier
joined the naval forces of patriots of the Rio de Ia Plata in
their wars for independence from Spain. His supenors
placed only one restriction on Bouchard, and that was to
limit his operations to the South Atlantic as far as the Cape
of Good Hope. The headstrong commander. however.
visioned great fame for himself. With some 450 sailors
and 150 soldiers packed aboard his 671 ton vessel, he
defied orders, ond without the aid of a consont vessel
saibed on through the Indian Ocean to the Pacific where he
intended to blockade Manila and plunder Spanish ships.
In a way of speaking, he virmally took the role of a pirate



teader, his effrontery prompting him to seek rich prizes for
self aggrandizement,

The Argentina, was actually privately-owned by a
wealthy and influential resident of Buenos Aires, an
avowed enemy of Spain. Bouchard's crew consisted of
many nationalities amengwt™ = veral English and
Yankee adventurers and desern, ]

The commander’s foolhardy venii.. was 1o cost him
dearly, for on the voyage 1o Manila many of his men died
of scurvy. Nor did his blockade of Manila meet with any
great success. He finally did manage to capture a large
schooner off nomthern Luzon. A prize crew was put aboard
and both ships sailed to China where the new addition was
refitted as a consort and fighting ship. Returning to the
Philippines 10 resume naval operations. the schooner sud-
wenly sailed off on an independent course, Bouchard
never caught up with the errant ship,

Meeting with one setback after another, including
sickness and desertion, along with battle damuoge inflicted
by enemy ships, Bouchard finally decided to sail across
the Pacific 1o the Haowaiian Islands. On arrival at
Kealakekua. his ship was in a deplorable condition, but he
was determined to make a triumphant entry, not revealing
that he hisd a dire need for food and supplies. On shore, he
learned that a ‘*Spanish'" vessel anchored nearby had
been purchas=1 by the Hawailan king. On rowing over 10
inspect, Bou * ! recognized her as the corvette Sanra
Rosade Chae:. o, not Spanish, but a ship that had once
sailed for the some cause he represented. [t had been
hijacked and brought 1o the islands by a pirate crew that
had mutinied off the coast of Chile, After armval in the
islands, the leader. a man name Griffiths. sold her to
Komehamehs for 6,000 piculs of sandolwood.

A quick thinker and fast talker, Bouchard visioned o
new consort of 18 puns ond o vicoory of sos in recuptur-
ing the missing ship. By forging a document granting
him power (0 seize the Sanra Rosa, he tricked the king
inte releasing her for costs incurred. snd was further
granted permission to seek oul und to punish the
mistinesrs

Following a severe repnmand and limited punish-
ment. Bouchard purdoned the mutinous crew members
from the Sonre Rova, mostly because he needed addi-
tionul hands,

Displaying further effrontery, which would have
even made Blackbeard blush, Bowchard demonded
through the king’s secretary Elliot d'Custro, vegetable
andd food staples 10 fill the depleted supplies uboard his
ship. Both vessels then sailed to Honolulu for refitting
and crash lessons in discipline for the respective crews.

Marin records that on Seprember 11, (1E13) when
Bouchard disembarked at Honolulu, he was accorded the
pomp and ceremony befitting a dignitary. Bouchard en-
listed the services of Marin, through fattery, for the
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Sl for the tnangla run — Facfic Madfwest lumber to Mustralie; bagk o
Hawas with coal and from Hawai 3 ihe Wast Coast weh sugar, the 588 ton
bark HESPER dating from 1882, orce icgged a passaga fram Cape Flafieny
1o Horakuls in 5% days (1686}, In 1853, the vessal was the sosne of 8
JArDans mubny on o woyage Insm Nevecistie B.5.W. o Honolulu. Captein
Sodangren and Ris fret ofticer wees abia 1o Bring 1he culprits under control
and eweriualty §3 tral,

latter hod much influence on the king and among other
things collected harbor fees. Mo record exisis of
Bouchasd having paid unv dues. and in mointaining his
bold diplomatic front officially” commissioned Marin
s oocuprein in the Panone Armies of the Buenos Aires
sovernment dand us u represemative of King Kamehameha
amd the Howueiian Kingdom, This. Bouchard reasoned
woilld insure lasting relations on o prestige basis.
While the ships were still in port, the mulinous
crewmen of the Sqanta Bosa, stll missing, were actively
sought by Bouchani’s armed forces. On Kanai, the pirate
captain was lociwted and after a guick trail was condemmned
to death by a firing squad. Several other mutineers were
rounded up, but being stll grestly in need of men,
Bouchard re-enlisted them, after doling out punishment.
Finally on October 25, Bouchard sailed from Hono-
luly, both ships fully manned and ready for action. The
Samra Roge de Chacabuce, (her onginal name restored)
was placed in command of Marin's fnend Peter Comey,
and carried a crew of 100 men, including 30 recruited
Hawaiians. The Argenting’s complement consisted of
260 men. including 50 Hawaiians. Their mission was to
sail to the West Coast and assist the Californians in
throwing off allegiance to Fernando. But perhaps




Bouchard had done oo much talking, tor the brg Clar-
ion, commanded by Coptain Henry Gyzelaar, departed
Honolulu on September 10 and passed the word while on
the California coast about the pians of what he termed,
“‘the Argenrina pirates,”” While at Sania Barbara, he
spoke with Commandant fose de la Guerra, who in tum
sent a dispatch to Monterey, When the Argenrina and her
consort finaily arrived, Bouchard™s mission met with vir-
tually no success and eventually he retired the side.

Still, the pnvateer commander refused 1o give up, for
al @ later date when the bogantine Crucerc fled from
Chile 1o Hawaii, Bowchard sent word to Marin through
Don Felipe Solar of Walparaso 1o have the monarch
seize her as a prize belonging to Chile. Apparently the
letter was ignoned.

And here the story ends. The reader can draw his own
conclusion, perhaps drawing from each version, for in
the long run it was hard to tell the bad guys from the
good, the pirates from the heros, or just who if any came
out i winner. Maybe the Hawailan king had the last
laugh on Bouchard afterall,

Two mutinies that had reflections on Hawaii, even
though they occurred in the vicinity of Fanning Island.
mare than 1,000 miles southwest of Honolulu, were
those of the whaling ship Glabe of Mantucketr and the
British sloop William Limle of Liverpool. Both have re-
ceived considerable space in published works about the
s,
In the bloody Gilobe mutiny of 1823, Capuain
Thomas Waorth of Nantucket and his officers became the
victims of a heinows crime, masterminded by a pawn of
the Devil, known as Sam Comstock. He and his ms-
guided lot put their plan into action on January 26 when
the ship wos 1wo vears out from her homeport, hoving
had only limited success in catching leviathans, By brut-
afly killing the captain und the officers. the mutineers
became pirates of the most detestable sor,

Comstock later died from a taste of his own
medicine when murdered by one of his own breed.

Maszer of the Williom Linde, Coptain Carier, was
attacked from behind by night by o band of mutineers,
Struck over the head and assumed dewd, his body woas
thrown overboard. but being of wugh Gber he regained
his senses wnd manaeed to grosp the main chains and
drag himself back aboard. blood gushing from o wound
in his head. Before he could call for assistance, the rebels
brutally awacked again untl their victim slumped 1o the
deck, dewd.

Ransacking the master™s cabin they found but 320 in
gold, To cover their crime they elected to scuttle the
ship, evacusting in well-siocked boals, masquerading as
castaways. The leaders of the mutinous plot, Mapalac
and Kaheniae, eventually showed up in Honolulu bue it
took the nuthonty of a British warship to get their release
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from the Hawaiian government. Both were hanged on a
vardarm of the king's brig Nui in 1834,

A plot by ship deserters and rebellious Hawanans (o
seize the royal Hawalian yacht Kamehameha I was
thwarted in 1846, The buccaneers planned to tum her
inte & pirate ship and prey on Pacific commerce. Only
because of the presence of the HMS Juso in Honolulu
Harbor, whose commander hod threatened just punish-
ment for any such treacherous act, was the plot foiled.

Anoather bloody affair, this in the year 1848, involved
the schooner Amelia, commanded by Captain Roben
McNally. In the month of October, the vessel sailed for
Hong Kong from Mazatlan, Mexico carrying among
odher cargo, 60,000 pounds of sterling (Mexican silver)
plus a chest of coins. According to one account, while
the ship was in mid-Pacific, three scoundrels among the
crew, Jose Tomes, Andres Baldibege and Jose Calem
murdered the second mate Juan Gaetano in the still of the
night and then proceeded to stab to death the first officer,
Ramon Alva.

Laying seige to the schooner, they held Capeain Mc-
Mally prisoner in his cabin, the only thing preventing his
death being a gun in his possession. The renegades of-
fered the shipmaster a well-stocked boat in which he, his
supercargo named Cook, Cook's wife and her maid,
would be permitied to escape unharmed, if he surren-
dered. The terms were agreed to, but the mutineers re-
neged and violently murdered the capeain and threw his
body overboard, Destroying the ship’s papers and divid-
ing the treasure of silver und gold, they entered into
drunken debouchery spoming about in women's gar-
menks,

Those of the crew who had remained loyal but pas-
sive. now sow their chance, By puining control of the
weupons they cut down the mulineers in u bloody coup.
The treasure was reptaced und the Amelia sailed into
Honolulu where the consul general held a hearing on the
afterdeck. The verdict justified the crew s wclions: a new
shipmaster was assigned and the interrupted voyage wus
resumed.

And who hasn't heard of the latter day pirate Bully
Hayes? He first appeared in Honolulu in 1858 and lefi o
trail of sin, vice and corruption about the Pacific until the
mid 1870%s. A double-minded individual he had the abil-
ity to win public approval or to woo the ladies with his
masculinity, but he could also um mig a tiger with fangs
bured.

On a voyage from Honolulu to the Marquesas in
1873-74, in command of the Leomora, Hayes was
wrecked at Kusaie [sland. After allegedly burying a quar-
ter million dollars in gold, he drified abowt from island to
island, and in a knife fight to the death with one_ of his
piratical henchmen, i3 believed to have died somewhere
in the Carolines.




Mo shipwreck of the late [9th century was more dis-
vussed inthe dingy haunts along the Honoluly watertront
than that of the British bark Wandering Minsrre!, Over-
tones of barrury, mutiny, murder. opium smuggling and
miystery all ran rheir courses. y

The vessel in guestion put out from Hong Kong in
IBBT after being purchased by u syndicate ownership
headed by Cuptain Frederick Dunbar Walker, who
served as muster of the vessel, The mission wias 1o catch
shark and gather beche-de-mer* off Hawaii's Bird [s-
lands, normthwest of Honolulu.

When the Wandering Minsrrel reached Honolulu late
in the vear, crew roubles were reporied (o the British
consulate which immediately disparched a represeniative
to exwming the complainis. As a result, two ships officers
were dismissed for unwarranted acts of creelty against
the fo'c'sle gang. John Cameron was then appointed as
first officer and later was overheard commenting that the
crew wis still mutinows and **as chaice a bot of cutthrouss
as | ever laid eyes on.”" He likened them onto a pack of
beccangers, o polyglot mixture of Filipinos, Chinese
blacks and caucasians, scrapings of humanity found in
Oriental dives. The first officer’s assumption was not
exaggerated. for a few days later, authorities were sum-
moned aboard to put down a strike and a brawl amongst
the crew,

Accompanying Captain Walker on the voyage were
his wifie and three sons. Cameron, we have already been
introduced 1o, but the second officer was 2 man named
Hanker, plus o Yankee cook, two Chinese stewards and a
mixed ussemblage of seamen and fishermen.

When the ship finally departed Honolulu late in De-
cember, severul of her crew were in irons because of
Misdeeds und it was common knowledge that several
weapons were hidden away in the recesses of the crew's
quarters. On reaching French Frigute Shoals and finding
poor fishing, the Minstre! suiled among the other atlls of
the archipelago seeking more lucrative areas, Suddenly,
4 storm ihreatened on the horzon and moved in owith
such tury that Captain Walker set a course for Midway in
hopes of tinding a shelered anchorage.

Reuching her destination, the Wandering Minstrel
dropped her hook cutside the reef and wus obliged 1o
remain there for three days until the storm-aroused surf
calmed. Meunwhile the crew noticed a decrepit appear-
ing figure on the beach frantically waving rags removed
from his person. Caprain Walker attempted to take his
ship through o break in the reef but the wind subsided
and the currents carried the vessel ino dangerous waters.
Three boats were lowered and manned. With backs and
arms stroining. the carsmen literally towed the Minsire!
to Welles Hurbor where an uncasy anchorage was found.
*Beche or trepang, o u sea slup much craved for o basis in Chinese

ety and shark wirs usod by the Orientals for o ivpe of lesther snd also
for ilx pals.
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With grear excitement, the island casiaway greeted
the strangers. Ciaunt, tall and blond, his nume was
Adolph Jorgensen, and he claimed 0 have besn the
ship's carpenter on the schooner General Seipel which
lay o wreck astride a reef inside Welles Harbor, lost
during a1 shark hunting expedition out of Honolulu. The
Seigel had enpoyed pood fishing at Mecker, Maro,
Laysan and French Frigate Shoals and had arrived at
Midway with her holds full. Shornly thereafter, o violent
squall caused the schooner to slip both anchor chains and
drive hard on the reef. After salvaging some clothing,
food and gear, the eight survivors ook up guarters in an
old redwood house, built 30 yvears earier, allegedly by
some American scientists who had come o Midway 1o
observe the transit of Venus. The men from the Seigef
sustuined life on a diet of fish and birds’ epps.

Jorgensen further told of 3 survivor named Peter Lar-
kin, who he claimed had died of an overdose of pain
killer administered by the ship's captain. (Jucobson).
The victim earlier had his hand blown off by a stick of
dynamite while blasting fish out of the island lagoon and
that was why the pain medicine was given, Just before
Lurkin died. he complained that his stomach Felt us if it
Wits on fire. One of the party named William Brown,
accused the shipmaster of **doing Larkin in."* but Jocob-
son paid no heed to the charge, However, uccording o
Jorgensen’s account, Jacobson and Brown several days
later rowed from Sand to nearby Eastern Island seeking
food: only the captain returned. When quizzed, he
claimed Brown had accidentally shot himself and that he,
Jucobson, buried the body.

Later suill, Jorgensen, suspicious of the story, asked
Jucobson and o voung German crewman o sccompany
him to Eastern, The caprain showed the others the grave,
but Jorgensen insisted on disinterring the compse. In
seraping the dirt from the skull be discovered a bullet hole
through the buck side. Fearing possible retribution from
the coptain, he said nothing more.

Jorgensen continued his account, telling how he and
Jacobson returned to Eastern a few week's luter to collect
birds” eggs. This time, however, only Jorgensen returned
alleging that his pamner had vanished. The others im-
mediately accused him of murder. Refusing o believe
his story, they isolated him on Eastern and commenced
rebuilding (for excape) an abandoned 21 foot sampan left
behind when the fishing schooner Kawlifua had visited
Midway several months eardier, (Also on the island was
an sbandoned lifebout from the wreck of the British ship
Dunotter Cusile., lost on Kere (Ocean) sland in June of
I886.1

We pause heére to render some pertinent focts about
the voyuge of the General Seigel: She had sailed from
Honolulu on September 1, 1886, to fish for sharks of f the
northwest islands of the Haowaiian archipelago, and to
also recover metal from ony shipwrecks encountered
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along the way, An agreement was made that each of the
cight-man crew was to receive 25 cents a month and
share of the net profits. Perhaps this arrangement had a
zerious effect on discipling, for in essence, all were equal
partners, Somewhal mysteriously, the captain was listed
a8 Frank Asberline, a Russian-Finn., who also went by
the name of Jacobson; Jorgensen (the island costaway)
sailed as first mate, The others were a rare assortment of
Crerman, French-Canadian, Russian and Morwegian sea-
farers, After spending several weeks at Midway, as has
been told, the Seigel was cast ashore and wrecked on
Movember 16, 1386,

Mow returning o Jorgensen's account; while his
shipmates rebuilt their escape craft he was not idle. Un-
able to swim, he commenced building a crude raft in
which o get back o Sand Island. On lavnching our,
however, it broke up. Struggling to near exhaustion. he
finally managed to reach the island on a half-submerged
log, Immediately, he found a rifle he had hidden and
willingly surrendered the weapon to the others o show
he meant no harm.® When the rebuilt boat was com-
pleted and siocked, despite Jorgensen's insistence, he
was left behind in isolation as the others sailed for the
Marshalls. By utilizing the trodewinds and subsisting on
a scant diet of dried fish the castaways reached their
destination in an amazing 20 days. There, they were
rescued and taken back to Honolulu.

If many of the pieces Tailed o fit together in the
Geteral Seigel incident, they were even more confusing
in the case of the Wandering Minsirel. While zhe re-
mained ar anchor in Welles Harbor, the ship's officers
becume quarrelsome ofter o beche-de-mer discovery
proved to be o common sea slug of no value, Walker and
his second officer Honker had an altercagion und the laner
ended up in rons. Then Walker and Cameron, who had
Failed 1o get along from the stan of the vovage, became
involved in a serious misunderstanding. It wok a ty-
phoon o soothe tempers. All hands were summoned to
the needs of the ship, exposed as it was from the north-
wesl, The howling winds created giant seas and the anchor
began i drag, Despite Cameron's indistence thar the
cuptain either seek a new anchorage or cut the masts and
run the ship aground on a sandy beach, the shipmasier
clected to nde out the storm. [t proved a wrong decision
for the vessel was driven hopelessly aground on an unre-
lenting reef the Bith day of February [B583,

The Minstrel” 5 boats were lowered on the lee side ba
the twrbulence almost caused the crafl containing the cap-
tin's wife 1o capsize, It was she, however, who insisted
they po back and rescue the ship's canine mascot, Jessie.
Whining in despair, the tail virtually wopped the dog

b i b Eaanser
cisduways — Fuvaot Obes

il s weesied sway from him by another of the
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when the hands of a seaman reached out. snatched the
animal and threw it into the open arms of Mrs. Walker,

Several seabaps were 1ossed into one of the boats, but
when an overload was apparent, the captain pitched them
into the water. one unforunsely containing sea biscuits,
ghout the only stores that had been removed from the
galley.

Once on the beach, it was decided that the Walker
family would take up residence in the house inhabited by
Jorgensen, while the others made owt as best they could
with makeshift shelters, Subsisting on birds” eggs and
fish, and by using brackish well water, the marooned
party foraged the island for additives to their diet. Cam-
eron and Jorgensen joined forces, striking up a good
friendship. They perhaps fared the best, as the latter had
collected and preserved thousands of bird eggs during his
privation.

On the island were three usable small bows, the one
from the Dunotter Custle having been used by Jorgensen
to travel between Sand and Eustern. Enlisting the ser-
vices of Jorgensen, Cameron set about o build a small
schooner from wreckage and drift, as a means of escap-
ing. While the work was proceeding Frank Lord, the
ship's cook. secretly provisioned the best of the existing
bouats, and secretly selecting five members of the crew
put out to sea without the knowledge of the others. In-
tending to reach the Marshalls, they unfortunately lacked
a navigator, thus sailing out over the horizon and into
ohlivion,

When the schooner was nearly completed an argu-
ment broke out between Cameron and Walker as to who
would command the craft. The disagreement was settled
when 1 subsequent storm dashed the vessel to pieces us it
lay on the beuch,

Several weeks buter, Cumeron and Jorgensen were
busy working on one of the remaining boats, sheathing
the bottom with planks held together by wire, and also
erecting a portable shelter for protection from the
weather. When the craft was made a3 seawonhy s pos-
sible it was decided to rake along u Chinese lad,
nicknamed Moses, and with Cameron as the navigator
the trio [aunched out into the deep in search of anather
island.

Mesnwhile, the Walkers and the others continued 1o
subsist on the island's limited food supply. Storm after
storm buffered Midway creating hardship and miserable
living conditions. One squall caught a fishing party in the
lageon. Jostled ubout by huge waves, the oars were
snatched away from their craft which in tum was hurled
up on the reef, dumping its occupants overboard. Mrs.
Walker, standing on the beach in front of her dwelling in
a driving rain, could see the pany was in jeopardy. To
keep their hopes alive she kindled a fire, (fed by bird fat)
which glowed throughowt the night. For nearly three




days and nights the pany remained marooned. When the
segs finally moderated. the Walker boys who had re-
mained behind, swam across the lagoon with another
pair of oars, Temporary patches were put in the damaged
boat and the nearly exhawsted panty returned.

Problems of diet deficiency snd despondency per-
sisted. One of the more greedy castaways who had re-
fused to share his bird catch, was first 10 die. Another
succumbed while sleeping in a large cask. Hanker, the
second mate, had been despondent ever since his rin-in
with the captain. At times he was virtually insane.
Meanwhile some of the other members of the group ook
up residence on Eastern Island, where the brackish water
source scemingly provided o few more minerals, [n the
inteim a bag of fermented rice and a crate of soggy
poatoes washed in from the bowels of the wreck and
were devoured with great delight. An occasional shark
and 3 few ses slugs were also added to the menu.

During the long internment, one of the Walker boys
fell ill with scurvy, but his mother’'s prayers were
answered in a most unusual way. While the ill lad's
brother was swimming in the lagoon, he saw on the
bottom, a shiny object that atiracted his atention. Div-
ing, he soon surfaced clutching a bottle of limejuice
which had evidently been washed out of the wreck of the
Wandering Minstrel. [t was just what the doctor ordered,
for limejuice was known 1o seafaring men the woeld over
a3 @ deterrent to scurvy, and it was responsible for restor-
ing the youth's health.

It was now |4 months since the ship had been
wrecked, and no vessels had come 10 Midway in oll that
time. One or two had been sighted on the horizon but
signal fires had gone unheeded. Back in Honolulu. the
Wanderirg Minsire! had been posted ws “*missing with
ill hands.™ The Walkers. however, never gave up hope,
and fnally on March 17, 1389, a vessel was sighted and
signuled with success. Out of Honolulu on a shark hunt-
ing expedition, she proved 1o be the schooner Norm
Rescue at last!

On the voyage back to Honolulu a week later. one of
the weakened custaways breathed his last, adding more
sadness to an already regrenable venture.

In uaddition, during the long imprisonment, six hod
succumbed to beri beri, scurvy or starvation. Two had
mysteriously died, one had drowned while fishing, and
six were lost in the firse boat 10 set out For the Marshalls,

The escape craft thar departed Midway October 13,
1888, containing Cameron, Jorgensen and Moses, set a
course for Kure [sland, 50 miles 1o the nosthwesiward
seeking additional food and perhaps extract something of
utility from the wreck of the Dunower Castle. By using a
small pocket compass and a broken sextant they should
have raised the island in a few days, but fearing an er-
romeows course they instead followed the direction of o
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flock of seabirds and ended up steering for Oahu, Fate
intervened, however, when a severe storm bore down on
them. For three perilous days the craft was in jeopardy.
To keep from swamping, they ran free with the wind in
the opposite direction, heading for the Marshalls. Much
suffering and near stasvation followed, Jorgensen show-
ing signs of insanity, the others watching him day and
night. Bailing continued around the clock. After 43 days
of rigorous, erratic sailing, covering what Cameron
guessed to be 2,700 miles, the craft put into Mili Island
in the Marshalls. There they were ireated kindly by the
natives and afforded rest and recuperation. The islands
were then under the protectorate of Germany. Sometime
later Comeron bade Jorgensen and Moses farewel] and
g0t passage to nearby Jaluit in the schooner Ehuckai.
There he met a Mr. Morgan, United States consular
ggent, and manager for Crawford & Co,, who in tum
introduced him o & Mr. Sonnenschein, the German
commissioner,

Cameron claimed that while on Juluit he was wald of
the schooner Norma, (commanded by Captain
“Swedish'' Johnson) having rescued the castaways on
Midway. Walker, however, later reaching Honolulu laid
charges against Cameron. claiming he had purposely
abandoned his former shipmates by neglecting to send a
rescue craft. The long standing differences between the
two ship’s officers worsened in the aftermath of the pro-
vocative incident.

AL Jaluit, Morgan was responsible for getting Came-
ron command of a swift, 50 ton. two-masted trading
schooner named Ebon, in which he island-hopped about
the South Pacific. The vessel was owned by a San Fran-
cisco trading firm for which Morgan was agent,

Muany months later, the Ebow . while on a shark hun-
ing expedition put in ot Kure Island und salvaged some
sheets of iron, and then moved on 1o Welles Harbor on
Midway, where the schooner remained for several
weeks, Cameron and his family ook up residence in the
old beach dwelling formerly occupied by the Walkers:
the ather crewmen were housed in makeshift sheliers,
While seeking shark. the crew located the wreck of the
Seigel and salvaged hull sheathing and the copper bolts
in her keelson. Cameron also searched, but to no avail,
for the anchors and chain of the Wandering Minstrel,
{This was somewhat surprising inasmuch as Captain
Walker on his return (o the island o few months later
(1821 claimed the anchors and chain from the wreck
were still there.) The Ebon left the harbor after siy
weeks, her holds containing casks of shark liver o,
dried fins, tails and salvaged materials.

The tngled events of the two controversial ship-
wrecks at Midway, and the retum 1o the wreck scene by
both Cameron and Walker several months later, became
the theme for two best selling books — one fiction and



the oiher, non-fiction, The novel, was Robert Lowis
Stevenson 5. The Wrecker, which drew heavily on the
irregulacities of the setusl arcumstances. The other, enti-
tled Jokn Cameron’s Odvisey, edited by Andrew Far-
rell, was inspired by the erstwhile first officer of the
Wandering Minstrel. Cumeron’s long and colortul
maritime career ended in 1925 while the manuscript was
still in preparation. The book came out three vears later,
telling of Cameron’s dramatic sea rovings, and in ong
sense refuting the long standing charges lodged against
him by Captain Walker. At the time of his death, Cameron
was residing in Japan, having last been employed by the
Standard Oil Company. Both Cameron and Walker,
though ar direct odds. had reason and purpose to what
they did in the wake of the Wandering Minsrrel incident.
There are ulways two sides to every story. Cameron had
been considered preuy much the villuin until his odyssey
way published in 928,

I the immediace aftermath of the two wrecks, dis-
crepencies brought on cloims and counterciaims by in-
terested parties. Controversy over dates, the problem of
marine insurance wnd the true purposes of both missions,
were questioned. Rumors insisted that caches of opium
and other items not on the ship manifesis were involved,
Additionally, there remained unex plained deaths and the
Fact that the master of the General Seige! wos listed as
both Asberline and Jacobson.

Jorgensen later siated that he had caught a shark after
Javobson's disappearance, stopped it open and found the
missing man's boot inside the creaure’s belly, the foor
bone stll intact.

It must be assumed that a Tull disclosure of ull the
fucts wus never mide; many yuestions femained on-
anawered, The manine underwriters doubled the volidity
of the entire affair and held up pavment on the loss of the
Minseeel. Coprain Walker wok guite o rogsting af the
Brtish consular inguiry. held © Honolulu, in the afier-
muath of the rescee. Rumors persisted that an opium
smiuggling conspirscy was invoelved., mostly due o the
fuct that the rescue ship Noarme. skippered by Cuptain C
Johnson, had formerdy been @ nodonious opium runner.
Theones were even sdvanced thut the Mieered was not
setilly wrecked st Midwuay, but was aken elsewhers
and blood money paid out 1o hush up some illicit smuggl-
ing operation, thot also invelved the wreck of the Gen-
eradl Seigel. Such a theory, however, appeared to hold
little winter. for when the USS frogueds visited Midway
in 1900 she brought hack one of the Minstre!’ 5 unchors.

The exuct number of the Wiandering Minsorel™s party
was never fully ascertmined, but as close as could be
pieced together it comprised of 29 or 30, 16 of whom
rewirned o Honolulu ot one time or another. Six
drowned: one or two were murdered: three died of beri
beri, two from starvation and one from scurvy.
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A for Jorgensen. he later got into more trouble in the
blarshills when convicted of mundering u native woman.,
The communder of w visiting British man-o-war favored o
trial and heard the penelty pronounced, ““desth by a firs
ing squad!™ Just after the warship departed. betore the
execution could be carried our, the bleckbirder Mamrser-
rggf armved und rescoed Jorpensen. He wos loter sud to
have been killed in a brawl in Guuemals.

To the very end, o decided hatred existed berween
Captains Walker and Cameron. As far us this canhly
venture 15 concerned, hatred iy frequently and unforu-
nutely more profoundly lasting than lowve,

& puzzling mystery reached s climax at Honolulu
harbor in October 1974, Despite months of investigation
which wus to follow by the FBI and the U.5. Coast
Crunrd . no conclusion was established.

It involved Mr. und Mrs. Mulcolm Graham Jr., avid
yuchtsmen and sdventurers, who disuppeared from Pul-
myry Island while they and one other couple were alone
on that small piece of Pucihe Ocesn real estate, one
thousund miles south of Honolulu, The remuining couple
grrived w Homolulu several weeks later abouwrd the
Gruham’s rucey 38 fool ketch Seawind — Buck Duune
Walker, (using the alias Roy A. Allen) and his compun-
ion, Stephanie K. Sieams, Fuiling o repon the incident
1o the wurthorities. the pwo had the vessel repaimed and
the mume blomed o, Later it was recognized as belong-
ing o the Gruhums. Authorties were aleried and closed
in, charging the couple with theft of the vessel and 5400
im cash found shourd. Miss Stearns was prompily ar-
rested and placed in Holawa Jail, being unable 10 post
S20.000 buil. Walker, on the other hand. skipped. wnd
wis the ohjeet of un FBI manhunt

The apprehended Miss Stearns insisted the
Crrahams s had disuppesred while on Palmvera, and after
an unsiccessiul search, she und her companion cons
cluded they hud drowned,

Miss Stearns detailed her story to the authorities, even
as a government party was formed 10 investigate Palmyra
for clues leading to the disappearance of the Grahams.

“Muc’s last wonds 1o us were, “Make yourselves w
home until we ger back™. I'm sure he didn’t expect to go
owl and die. But thut's what he did,” insisted the 28 vear
old Sephanie Stearns. " "We made the boat our home. ™

““We lowe the boat,”” the woman sailor continued,
“We've taken cure of it and ['m sure that's whot Mac
would have wanted. I'm certain he wouldn't have
wanted it sold and sining in a slip somewhere for the rest
of its life. It"s a sailing boat, and ['m sure he would have
wanted it sailed,” she insisted.

The Gruham's from San Dicgo, hod owned the craft
for 14 vears. and were capable. experienced navigators.
Mor was Stephanie Stearns a novice o navigation, for
she. and not Walker chared the Seawing’s course back



0 Honolulu. Asriving at the Ala Wai Boat Harbor on
Momduy, October 24. the kerch got a new paint job at a
locul boatyard during which her nume und numbers were
ubliteruted. .

Asked why she and her companion did not netify
authonties conceming the mysterious circumstances,
Muss Stearns answered:

“They would have confiscated it—they would have
taken the beat. We didn’t have anything to prove that
it was ours, He didn't really give us the boat,"' she con-
fessed. “"He just said make yourselves at home. | real-
fze that’s a rationalization on my pan. 1o keep something
that [ lowe.™

Quizzed ferther by wuthorities about the evening of
the Gruham’s disuppesrance. she recalled:

""We'd been invited over for dinner that night, Mal-
colm told us he and his wife were going to oo fishing,
and thist we should make ourselves at home unil they got
back. It wot durk. and they stll didn't come back.

“There wisn't much to do at night. | just put on the
spredder lights so they could see where the bost was, The
next moming we sturted looking — and we found the
dinghy overumed."

Continuing her story. Miss Stearns exclaimed, *'1
cused for the couple very much! There s no way | waould
hurt them or wish uny hirm to come 1o them! Mac had a
specially vibrant persenality and loved life very much. "

OF his wife, the aceused confessed, *"Well, she was
mare ¢lesed than he, [ didn’s know her as well. They had
gone down there to be alone. and we hud gone down
there to be wlome, This was 10 have been the (irs dinner
w wonid Tave om their boar, Bov, {Buck Mac and 1 had
been topether on the boat before, thowgh, We played
Chass, ™

The nest day she wnd her companion allegedly found
the Grabam’s dinghy abour o balf mile down e hewck,
in o westeely direction from where the Seawing was
anchored.

It was overuened as if it had heen fipped.”” Miss
Stearms continued. 1 thought there were 1w allernu-
tives: Either they had gome outside the lagoon, w where
there wus surf, and it flipped out there: or they hit (hese
things thut protrude in the Ligoon while they were soing
fust in the dinghy . The wind was From the Soushaust, We
figured it probably happened around Paradise shund.

"W walked ull around there, and the other islands.
walking . . . calling . . . we found no sight nor any sign
at all of them, We were on Pulmyea 11 days after tht
hefare we kelt. It happened on the lust Friduy in August.
We left on Seprember 1. 1 always hod my eves on other
islands. "

While the couple were taking both their hoat und the
Seawind out 1o sea, the former ot hung up on the reef
and there i remained. ““We couldn't ger both of them.™

aT

she said, ““so we unlowded things from there onto the
Secrwind.”

The mvestigating party that lew 1o Palmyru Island o
seek the whereubows of Mulcolm Graham 43, and his 40
veur old wife LuVerne. included officials I'rom the FBI,
the Justice Department. and Depariment of the [ntenor
The Coast Guard, in addition 1o transpoering them also
went divers to search the lagoon. The party soid they
would spend several days in the Palmyra group searching
out every lead.

Friends who knew the Grahams described them s
wurm-heaned people who hod made the Seawing their
home and hod sailed her to many parts of the world.

Honolulu sequaintances of Stephanie Stearns and
Buck Walker, (Rov Allen) described them us somewhat
unscithed people., ex residents of o commune on the Big
[k,

Miss Stearns uctually helped her companion escape
before suthorites moved in, rowing him 1w o Honolulu
dock Trom where he disuppeared. The reason was obvis
ous afver his true identity was learned, Blurred police
photos of the man were uncovered. one showing him in
religious clothing. Roy Allen, (alias Buck Duance
Wilker) was not o preacher, but a copvicted robber, also
wanted on drug charpes.

The plot thickened when the ten man search pary
depurted Palmyru within 24 hours of their arrival. In wis
surmised in Honolulu they had found some irace of the
Cirahiems, bur apparently they bl not and were adomant
about discussing the case further. The press {(not allowed
e aseompuny the party | prodded for answers but all they
sob wis double walk. nothing conclusive. To this day, nao
trisce oof the missing couple has been uneovered. and the
unanswered guestions remsn legion. Was there some-
thing the rovernment did not wane revealed?

Woalker wus later found in Hilo by the authonties and
dave up withour o siruggle, His story parelleled that of his
wormadn companion. Cnee he sgreed o ke o lie detector
test bul later withdrew his offer claiming he did not rrust
the FEL. Al this writing, he remains in custody on several
churges. Both were later convicted of theft,

Though nobody was on the Palmyra Islands excepr
the tour persons involved in the mystery, vachismen whao
had visited there the previous summer apd who met Miss
Steamns wnd her friend Walker. released some interesting
bits of information: First, the vessel which they sailed 1o
Palmym wus in o rather decrepit state, On arrival. it
struck the reef und small boats belonging 1o others ar the
island were used to pull it into a safe anchorage, The
couple had very few provisions. and those who mode
their scguaintance wondered how they would survive
when left wlone ot Palmyra.

Though Miss Steams cluimed she and her friend car-
med no i drogs, the Coosst Guard, while doing an



inventory on the Seawing ot Honolulu, came up with two With more ingredients for a mystery novel than could

pounds of marijuano seeds, plus fertilizer. us if someone be afforded by the most profound writer of fiction, the
had hoped (o grow the plant somewhere, Before the entire case must unfortunately go down in the books
Seawind was impounded, Walker attempied to re- without a conclusive ending.

register the craft under his alias nume. apparently with-

OUl SUCCESS,

Tha finie old Sioel bars KARRLAMI, ore of (e largest af hee ng over bush in tho United Staies. Bath-ouill in 1994 she
cparated or M. Mackinld of Horoiuu lor several years. On a voyage |o Tha islands win coal inom Seatie an Oclobor 31,
18902, hew skignar, Gied aboand ship when onky s days al sea. Capiain T, H, Grillithe, was well known in Hesaii, hawng
Ioimariy Béan Master of o bark ALBERT., The B ARILANI'S Fullis stil aficat, being robuik and re-rigged for the rason's
200th birinday The above phota was taxen in 1913, belore 508 joiresd e Alaska Packamns as the STAR OF FINLAKND,
Crrizon Baaion Praa,
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