water. They have a reservolr now but |

it’s still hard. When there's no rain,
they mo into the charch all in a body
and they pray. And sure enough the
rain comes. They are very religious,
Everyone goes to church regulady.

“The Robinsons are wonderful.
They love the Howaiiont, They care.
Of course, they are strict. Mot every
Tom, ek and Hairy can go there.
That's why you hear & lot of stories,
but don’t believe them, because these
people (the Hobinsons) want to con-
gervi their island. They want to keep
the Hawaiians happy, and not let them
hecome commercialized like the Ha-
waiians in Honoluly, The people are
very respectful and appreciative of
their bomes. They just really love the
Robinsons. | they want to have a
holiday they ask the Bobinsons ifif is
okay, then everybody has a holiday.

“Their way of showing love and
respect i by putting a shell lei on you,
like we do with Qower leis. This i why
I have my collection. It is worth
5250000, But 1 would not sell ome.
When they know I'm poing home, they
come down along the side of the road
with leis in their hands, They stop the
truck and kiss me and present me with
the leis. It's their way of saving they
fowe me, Making shell leis & wvery
important on Miihau, Women pet up
very early, at & am. They make
breakfast and cook and fix lunches for
the men. The men leave the house
around seven. Then when the women
are  through with their housework.
they make leds.

“Mithau never changes much. I no-
ticed little change durng the first 20
siears [ wisited there. Always the same
happy, wonderful people, The families
there are 30 kind, If they're having
dinner, they call out when you're
walking along the strect, whether they
know you or nof, You enter the house
without any questions being asked.
They're s0 open-hearted. IF 1 were fo
walk the roads of Mithau and fall
psleep on one of those roads, nobody
would harm me. [ would feel safe.
That was the path of Kamehameha
and his mamalz koa law — “the broken
paddle.” Tn other words, he said, the
elder people, the children  and ihe
wioanen are safe to walk the Islands
and lie down and go to sleep, and his
sord was that no one would molest or
harm them in any way for fear of
death. But of course today in Hono-
lulu...

“On Miihau, the people feel safe,
They are protected. They have love
and happiness.”
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“Moe”’Keale

“Todoa ame ka pu'uwai hamama o kanake o Nihme
“The men of Nithau prow very tall, and their hearts are very big.™

Chie af the largest i Wilfred Nalani
“Moe" Keale, Although born in Horo-
fele, hix father came from Nifhao ond
Mae spent every summer of his youth
o Nithaw, He once told g friend Carl
Lindguiss, "I never forget thai firit
year on Mithaw, What really threw me
wids fiow happy evervhody was, aid
fovt fhey wenr out of rhelr way o

| help each other. Right then T fTgired

fhat heaven must be something like
Nithau, " Ar the end of each siimmier,
Moe we relticians fo lemve: A couple
af #tmes [ thought abowt mnning
away, bur evervbody kmows every-
body elve, and 1| kmew my Jather
wopld give me a good licking. ™ A
member  for years of the Sorni of
Haowall, fe wow fas s own musical
proup, Moe Keale and Arucnie,

“Our family lived outside the vil-
lage, We rode horsehack and we also
wsed Army trucks o run cattle. In our
spare time we would play music, fish,
hunt. Good hunting and fishing! We
cooked outside over an open fire.

- ~They're getting classy now with kero-

sene stoves from Sears,

“We have lvaus yvou wouldn't be-
licve! Some last two or three weeks.
When my oldest brother gol morded [
had to dig six imus. The mem go
hunting and the women go fshing and
looking for opihi for the luau. The
whole island works on the luag, We
worked wvery  dHowly  petting  ready.
Mever rush on Mithau. When we mun
out of food, we po hunt and fish and
the luau continues. Until finally some-
one savs, Okay — enough.”

“Bunday, we go to church, pray, po

| home and gat, Stay in the house all

day. After sundown everyone goes
banangs apaln. Everything stays the
same on Nifhau. A guy fishes, he geis a
lot of fish, more than he can handle.
He splits them among the village, Lot
of surf and spear fishing. Lobster, too.
Big lobsters!

“We chase the pigs on horseback.
When the pig gets tired, he fums and
charpes, Then you kick 'em with your
feet and tie "em up. Kill "em af bome, 1
remember one time | was chasing this
hupgah — weighed 300 pounds! — and
he fnally got tived and stopped and
charged. 1 pot off my horse and kicked
it —and 1 mised and fell down. My
father kicked me in the butt! All the
men on the island go hunting, They tie
up pigs and leave them on the trail. On
the way back they pick ‘am up. Never
mun short of pigs. They have everys
thing they need to eat there. Except
candy! | send condies and cookies and
Chinese moon cakes for the kids over
there. You know what thev eat for
candy? Keawe beans.

“There’s no crime, The Taw says if
you are caupht stealing, you be kicked
off the island. No one does that owver
there. You cen  hund turkeys aof
Thanksglving but that’s all. The law
suys you must leave the chickens and
turkeys alome. [ don't know why hut
Robinsons say don't touch, There's a
tree in the front yard and the chickens
and turkevs it in if screamimg all the
time — the buggahs know you can't
touch "em!

“There’s n place to go for dates,
Mo theater. Moo dating. Maybe sneak
ower to one girl's house and pick her
up, Mot much to do unless she like (o

Flegse furmn to page {73



future, When Bums tried again in 1972, |

Bruce Robinson was asked if the fam-
fly's attitude had changed. *No," he
told the Honoluly Advertiser. "We've
been saving no for the last four years.
1 don’t know how many times we're
going to have to sy no (o this.™

Miihau i still there and s6ill Hawai-
ian. The Eobinsons are still syving no.
Wigitors are restricted to friends, rela-
tives and former Nidhau residents. For-
mal requests from anyone else, espe-
cially reporters, to visit Miihau are
always tumed down, politely but firm-
Iy. The Robinsons do not even grant
interviews and do not like to be
aated about Mithau, Bruce Robinson,
howewer, did tell a reporter in g short
telephone interview that he dees not
feel there have been any major changes
on Mithaw since his father, Lester, and
uncle, Aylmer, died. He said he could
not fet “one meporter™ on Miihauw

because “there would be a whole line |

to follow.™ He described the family as
“yery protective,” and added, "People

“One criticism of the Rob-
insons that isn't heard is
that they are keeping Nii-
hau for profiteering rea-
sons™

who live on Mithay want it that way,”
Babd Robinson, “We're a private, oper-
ating ranch. We're not st up for
iourizm and all the trappings that it
would bring."

Robinson's guard against publicity
i5 understandable if vou consider that
in 1961 Newsweek wrote about Miihao
a5 the last repository of pure Hawaiian
blood and described the residents as
“devout Christians, bul as combative
15 pagan warrors,”

One criticism of the Bobinsons that
izn’t heard is that they are keeping
Miihau for profiteerng reasons, It has
always been a strupple to make the
ranching operations even break even,
and sources close to the Robingon
family have estimated that in recent
years the Robinsons have spent as
much as 550,000 a year to maintain
Miihau's privacy,

How much longer can Mithau re-
madn @ recluse from fme? Mo one
knows. But as some commentod when
the State was trying to buy the islind,
“Everyone wants to save Miihau, But
from what?™
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“Moe" Hﬂie
Conrnued from page 54

hunt and fish, Little kids play marbles,
spin tops, and have Yo-Yo's. They
learn English in school but outside of
school they talk Hawaiian,

“They have calendars, bui who
pays attention to them? When [ go to
Mithau, all time stands still. Eighty
per cent of the people dont want to
ever leave. They're scared. They ame
very aware of whal has happened to
the rest of the islands, They are
starting to feel threatened.

“Im October, when the surfl comes

. | in. people move down to the beaches
| Tor two weeks, Surf and hold Juaus,

They sing a surfing song with one verse
for every family on Nithau."

John Keale

The lote Jodm Kemanohile Keale
was barn o Niithaw in 1920, His father,
alse bowvi on Nithau, colight o catile
ship leawing Nithan and brought s
Jomafy fo Honolulu, where e worked
in shipping yards, John Keale returned
to Nifhau in 1945 and way murried to a
waran who feaches sehool on Nithaw
Befare hix death last yvear, John Kama-
nahila Keale talked of his love for hiz
Birthplace

“When my lather was 2 boy Nithan
waan'l like it i5 today. | mesn, in one
village. It was separated. People were
all over the island at thet time. Mow
everybody is togather in one village.

"Hunting and fishing are beautiful
there. It a fisherman’s paradise. Great
surf fishing. They have bosts now —
skiffs for deep-sea fishing and drop-
lines for okole, How they pet the boat
is they find it on the beach, probably
some fisherman's who lost it. Ewen
surfboards they find on the beach.
Beautiful surfboards. Kids do a lot of
surfing, Beautiful waves. About a mile
ot

"Mo puns on Mithau, They have
horses trained just for pigs and cattle.
You don't see the pigs. The horse sees
themn. He smells or sees them. When
the horse gets kind of frisky, you
know. You let po of the reins and he'll
g directly to the pig. Then you start
making noise so the pigs run out of the
bush. They run out in the clearing and
that's when you chase afier them, The
hormse B well trained. Sometimes he
runs them down. Sometimes the pig
goes until he's tired and tums around



