by Bill Sollner

A green sea turtle on the long end
| of a 3-pound-test fishing line was

responsible for a massive traffic
jam and packing of the beach
oppasite Coco Palms from about 10
amm. until 11:35 am. Friday

YASUG MORIBE hooked into another big one at Wailua Bay, Fri-
day drawing a huge crowd. This time it was & grean saa turle

isherman catches crowd, turtle swims free
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On the other end of the line,
clutching & bambog pole for dear
life &nd resling in  the
monsfllament  whenever the
“eatch” gave him a chanes, was
Yagsuo Moribe of Wailua
Homesteads.

The diminutive angler is @
regnlar at Wailua Beach, and
abopt @ year ago be caught a
record-zetting ulua al the same
location.

Crowds of local residents and
visitors were attracted as the
batile of man ¥5. sea monster
dragged on. Al one lime there
appeared to be 30 or 400 people
standing by expectantly,
hopefully, &s Moribe pulled and
hauled at his cane pale.

The pole was frequently bent 80
degrees, and from time to time
Maoribe weloomed the aid of Tomy
Basuel and Albert Kapo, also
regular fishermen at Wailna
Beach,

The 3d-poumd-test line was
gplived al several poinis wher
pther ones 1hat gol away hac
broken it, but the line held for oves
an hour-and-a-half. By thal time
the “catch” was close eniiigh in b
shore that bystanders and kibsr
zers could wenthfy it when il rose
froam thrme to time, tothe surface.

Finally, perhaps sensing the lin
wis weak and using the ocean floo
for traction, the creature brok
kense,

There was & sigh of disap
pointment from the crowd, am
people slarted hopplng acrass th
hot sand for thedr cars which ha
been left parked on both sides o

the highway fronting Coco Palms.
The show was 0ver,
Anxious police officer.

superintended the startup o
traffle.

Yazuo Moribe reeled in the slac)
line remaining, but there was n
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ITWAS A BIG ONE, but Yosuo Mariba found out it was a turdle,  which broke free yesterday of
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(e bimoed Froon Puage 1)
p  8ign of despair. Everyone figures

w  he'll be back on the beach soon,
trving to beat his own world
record: a 118-pound uloa caught at
the same beach last year. Yasuo
weighed 118 at the time, bat he
saya he's put on welght since then,
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