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T'he Dr Brian McMahon
Scholarship

In last May's rrewsletier we told you about Dr koseph Sangaty Kathey, and the driver Finau, accompanied laseph on his journay
fram the Solomen Islands who was 2021's reciplent of the Dr from Suva 1o Madi, to catch his flight home to the Solarmon
firian Mchdahon Scholarship to enable him to study at tha Pacific Islands. loseph was keen ta stop at Kathey's aunt's house, (half
Dermatalogy Centre in Suva. way to Nadi) to say goodbye and thank you to them.

His studkes lasted a year, leaming about leprosy and other skin Once Joseph gets home, he will be in charge of our leprosy
diseases that ane prevalent in the Solemon Isfands — and 28 over program in the Solomon llands, and the big drive to eradicate
tha Pacific. le;:rr;;:m;.- in that coundry.

During his stay. loseph was well looked after by our in-country The recipient for the 2023 schedarship for 2022 is Dr Alma
representatie, Kathey Fol He was even invitad 1o stay with her Ulufonua from Fiji. Wi wish hier well with her post graduate

aurt and uncle for a weekend at Korolevu, studes this year.




Skin clinics in the

Yasawa group — Fuji

br pdarch, D Apd from

Tewnrrey Hospital in Suva
viited the Yasawa group of
islards to perform skin clinics,
accompanied by Sster Repeka.
M wias their first vist smoe 2019,

Riegular visits to outhying

islamds and villages are one

ot the greatest strengths of

the leprosy programme in Fiji
Thriwegh these clinics, which
deal with all skin conditians,

it is possible to pick up the

aarly signs of leprosy, hopefully
before the disease has baen
passad on to others in the family

Skin patech i . . ;
Tiws new cases and one suspected case of leprasy were Patchues are tested lor sensitivity using a light towuch with a peril

dragnosed, & well 32 3 host of other skin problems which were
alsa diagnosed and treated. Of the two new leprosy patients,
cn wold aocompany Dr Api badk to Suva for urgent treatment
and assessmant, and the other patient would come 1o Twomey
hospital a few waeks later. The suspected case will be watched
carefully for any developments.

g the atlestion

This yaung man 5 erpym

The 1eam ravelied Detween islands aad villages by baoal

o
: 3E 3 Lo
Lr Api s taking 3 _shl skin smwar fram this man's ear T he fluid wil be
Examined [#fer for tigns of Inprosy bacteria,

The children wait patienthy for their turn o be eemined

2 Anderses i . Chestofornh 51 M




A new leprosy patient
Jrom the Yasawa group

When Dr Apizalome retumed from the Yasawa group, he Mow that his leprosy i being treated, and he s being kboked
brought a young man with him who had been disgnosed with atter at Twomey hospital, it & hoped that further nerve damage
leprosy. Vueti Masaumalumu Katu has just tumed 21, can be prevented. With the large patch of leprosy on his face,
He first noticed unususl skin patches when he was about nine thEﬂ? &5 & danger of me_damge affecting his eyelick and the
wirdrs old. Sadly, nothing was done about them and he has now possibiity of damage 1o his sight.

developed multi-baciflary leprosy. This is on his face, arms and W will keep you wp to date with his progress.

legs and has affected the nerves in his hand, causing his fingers

T claw

Marve damage caitsed by leprogy has
miae s fingers e,

whigki s currendly staying at TeDmiy nospal

| of leprogy,

Meresiana

This is Meresiana Dimarama. 5he is the daughter of a leprosy patient from
savusavil on Vanua Leva in Fijl, she and her father travelled to Suva m ask for
help 1o send her i the University of the South Pacific to study.

Meresiana has a lot to adjust to with the faster pace of life in Suva, studying
awd learning how to aocess online information but she & very grateful for the
Oppartunity she has been given, thanks toyour genergsity. she is looking
forward to being able to have a career which will enable her to help her family
&5 weell a5 support herself in the future.

Meesiana Dimarama



Book Review| — Last Writes

A few years agn, the mather of my dose fiend passed sy
wary suddenly; she was only in her early seventies, her nams
weas em. Maturally it was a huge shock to her family who
weare thioawn into turmiil. 82 they searched Gem's desk for

the infarmation they needed about her atfairs, they found a
notebook. in the notetook waere full instructions for what to do
in the event of hier death = all the contacts which needed 1o be
rnade, whera her will was kept, and what funeral arrangements
shie v liki,

Horveser, this notebook didn't only contain practical information

It contained Gem's thoughts —about her ke, about her children wishes, closing reflections and a lasting lagacy. 1t is  beautiful
and grandchildren, memanes, small ems she wanted her baok — so much more than a notebook, It s & personal journal

grandchildren to have, and messages fo them all and family keegsake, We are very grateful to the authors for

The notebook gave such comfort to Gem's family, and the allowwg us 1o offer the book for sale 1o vou at & discounted price
reassurance of knoeing that the arrangements that they ware of 335.00. It can be purchased through our website at leprosy.
making were what she really wanted, not just what they hoped orgnashopdbooks), or on our stationery arder fonm

she wanted. Wi hope it will inspire you to create a treasured final gift for your
Gern's daughter, in collzboration with a friend, was inspired 1o famiy and friends. Al proceeds from our sale of this book will
create “Last Writes” as a way for people to organise their final benefit families affected by leprosy in the South Pacific,

Lala’s Office

It is so exciting to think that | may be abhe to re-commence fraveling in a few manths, it has been very strange not holding donoe
megtings or visting pecpée at home, and being unable to go overseas and see our patients has ako been very hard. | don't have any
rews about whese or when the next denor meetig will be, but as soon as | do, you will be the first to know!

In the meantime, | hope you a8 had a happy Easter and have been enjoying the fine weather with vour families and friends.

/—-—

Information

WHERE IN THE WORLD? :

We currently manage projects 1o assist those affected by leprosy

in the following cownitries

* fij * Solomaon klands e I e

* Tonga » Kieinall REAERIG e IE8Y

* SamMoa * New Zealand

* Vanuatu ™ TI.J'.'ﬂ‘lu W WSS Y AT AT

Thank you so much o all of you who make this work possiolke

through your interest and genercsity STAFF CONTACT DETAILS
JILL TOMLINSON Pacific Legrosy Foundation

DIRECT CREDIT General Managor Frivate Bag 4730

We are happy ta receive donations by direct credit. fill-tesmlinson @heprosy.org.nz Eh?:fzti;l;n |:|I 40

If wou weish to use this option, please use vour surname and LALA GITTOES P64 3 343 3585

donoe number (six figures t-::;l;; right of vour name and address Retatians Manager i ’

an our appeal coupon) &5 3 reference, 5o that we know where 1o . : adfinEeprosy arg.nz

Al theprlzltﬁpt. g lala gittoes&leprosy org.nz

The hank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000 JAN SHEFPARD www.leprosy.org.nz
Oiovior Liadarn D

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNENZ22 Bank of New Zealand, e B

60 Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand dieleprasy org.ne
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19 May 2022

Dear

Our latest newsletter focuses on Fiji. It highlights the importance of regular skin clinics in
autlying areas to ensure early diagnosis of leprosy cases, reducing the risk of infection of other
household members,

e ———

- PRCOI O R e - -
| One young man had not realised the implications of his symptoms when doctors previously
visited his island and now faces a life made difficult by his disabilities. This also underlines the
importance of public awareness of leprosy signs and symptoms, and the possible effects of
ignoring them.
Without your support and generosity, these skin clinics and the care of leprosy patients would
nat happen and a great many more families would suffer not only the physical, but also the
social and economic effects of leprosy.
| Thank you all.
= Yours sincerely
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Yes, | like to make a gift to Pacific Leprosy B
-] A'\-
My Gift of: 5. lis enclosed '
a i}
Please debit my: | Bankcard/Mastarcard if_?""."isa T; American Express ? Diners Club
Lard Number i LN N
L 11 1.l EREDN
e () N S| BN i i | _I._ I —1 |- l | | [ — Please send me
: information about:
Amount: § Expéry Date: | {_! Leaving a bequest to the
. - Pacific Leprosy Foundathan
Sigratira: == R i Making & regular monthly
M Card | dunl I.
daime G T = = E i by P BE
(Pleage print) ] ] ) L of Hun.ﬁ;ﬂgmrpmmﬁﬂzlm
If wou would [fke ta make your gift by direct credit, owr bank account number i5: Charitabile Traits Act 1957
D2-0800-003THET-00 4 Anderson Stregt, Private Bag
- Please use your six flgure donor number and surname as a reference. 4730, ch'“gef;?é’;g 8140, Naw
Do we have your correct omail address? Please update if incorrect, P: 03 343 3685

£ admin@leprofpong. ne
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