Kaula—An Island ﬁF Hawaii

By E. H. Bevax, Jr.

“Wonnlia was e man

And Hanala was the woman ;

Of them was born Nithau, a land, an islnd,

There were three children of them

Bora in the same day,

Nithaw, Faula, ending with Mihoa.

The mother then conceived no more,

Mo other iland appearsd theresfeer,”

{Mele composed by Kahakuikamoana
as recorded by Fornander, 1V :1, page (0L}
AUVLA i5 a small, Eolared isler, lving aluur 20 sen miles
K or 23 land miles to the west-southwest of the southern
eind of Mithag, and 150 sea miles west and a lictle

north of Honolulu, Its pesition i about 217 39° North,
amd 1607 317 30" Wesr,  Estimates of itz Teight have been
getting progressively smaller, wneil they are now between
500 and 600 feet, with the U, 8. Coast and Gendotic Map
of 1934 piving it 550 feet. LFatimates of its area likewise
very, fron 108 to 136 acres.  Bubmarine ssundings show
that the islet lies neor oo che southease edge of a submarine
platforin having an area of at least 30 square miles, with
deptls of from 6 to 50 fathoms.

Kaula 15 crescent-shaped, two-thirds of its ridge having a
fuirly level crest, but the south end sloping down gradually.
The concave side of the crescent 5 townrd the east, from
which side, at a distance the island looks Tikes a slesping senl
with its head to the north.  The lower slopes have been cut
buck mte o e chiff which makes the slopes almoet imposshle
to climb, even after one has sweceeded in landing on the
wive=cut terrace, which eannot be done unless the sea s
mederately calm. The Lighthowe Service has had to Bast
and buwild o way o the summic of the convex {west) zide,
and sonetimes it B neceseary to land by means of a host.

Kauln hos been koown for a long time to the Hawaiians,
its mame appearing frequently in the ald meles, sspecially
those of Kaual, Reference to cthe island may sipnify a place
far away, on the very edge of the group of slands, 25 in the
legend of Paka'n, When Kaewenuviaumi said to Pakaa's
spirit "I nm o coming to search for you,™ the spicit of Paka'a
answered, "1 am living on Kaula," or in other words, the
back of beyomnd, The &ler also must have been visited ar
times for sea hirds, for there are references such as the
following, from the legend of Kawels, Thar famous war-
rior chinted to his wife, Kanewahinukizoha:

"When Hpnalei thou shalt possess,
And the mats of Mithau thow shale wear,
And the birds of Kaula thou shale eat . . .

There is another version of how Kaula come to be “horn,™
besides the oie at tle bepinning of this article. It runs as
fellows: After giving birth to Howaii and Maui, Papa (the
enrth-mother) [eft her hushind Wakea (the sky-facher)
and went back ro Tahiti.  After a short time witeless, Wa-
ken rook to himself Kauluwahine, who as a result pave birth
to Lanai.  “Uicing of her, he soupght the company of Hina,
wha a little later gave bizel to Molokai, Meanwhile Eau-
kauln, the plover, wld Papa of her hushand's faithlessness,
Eeturning quickly to Hawai, and leaming what he hod
been doing, Papa deserted VWakea in a fury, and took Lua
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for a hushand. They had a child, Oahy, Enown a5 Oalu-
a-lun. Finally Papa went back to Waken, and by him gave
birth  to Kamawaelualanimoku (the “child of heavenly
qualities” —Kauni ), Nithaw, Kaula, and Lebwa.  The mele
i Fornander, [F:l, pp. 14, 18: ¥1: g 380} runs;:

“Papa then went hack to live with Wakea,

Papa was restless with child sickness,

Papa conceived the izlind of Kauai

And gave birth to Kamawaelhelanimoku.

Mithaw was only the after-birth,

Lehua sepavated them,

And Kaula was the closing one,”

The lighthouse men when they finally succeeded in reach-
ing the summit, in July, 1925, found on the norchern part
of the crest the remaing of two stone structures which mighe
hove been heiaus (temples). On the concave [east) side,
Just below the summit, they also found o shelter cave, scross
the mouth of which was a low wall, sugpesting that ir, ton,
lind been wsed by visiving Hawaiians,

The establishment of & lighe on the inaccesible summit of
Kaula forms one of the most interesting and importanc
cvents in the history of that seldon vizited islet,  The need
for a light there had been fele for several vears, because the
islond lies close to the direct route of vesels bound for the
Orient.  In 1921 Superintendent A, E. Arledpe visited the

Contivied ow Page Thirty-eight
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of Kali's crop this yenr to be sold with
A0 or 50,000 cotfee trees and they look
very green.  So oalso is Coptain Bose's
coffre, Why do not the Hovwniinns plant
coffee?  The Elele urpes them in this
direction, but they do not obey, and only
sit around,
L (for Limanikatka—Armstrong, )

“A SILEMT CALL TO ARMS"™
Continued from Page Twenty-six
service of their fellow citizens.  Mlost
of theze calls come for the rescee of
persons during flood disasvers, while the
call for riot duty and suppression of civil
disprders amd maintenance of law and
order follow closely the number of calls
for pescuss from flomds and  seoems.
When the Guardsmen respond to an
emergency call they do not face the situ-
arion in g haphazard manner. "This has
not alwavs been the case, however, for
there were times when considerable effi-
ciepcy waz lacking in the teaining of the
Alilitia, Thoss davs, we believe, have
prssed and pow all National Guard unit
have & well-trnined, effciently-organized
staff which has prepared plang and is
constantly mproving them for each type
of call that may be made upon the
Guardsamen to serve their fellow man-

kind or their country.

Alr, Averape Citizen can take great
pride and zatizfaction in koowing that
the Guardsmen are at all gimes ready
for emergencies and desizous of supporc-
ing comstitutional law and order. The
ideals of this “democracy within a Fe-
public" have their highese wpe of staunch
supporters in the National Guardsmen
of thiz commumity, The people of the
Terrtory of Hawait should feel proud
of their all tog amall milivary force
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KAULA—AN ISLAND OF HAWAI
Cenitnaed from Prege Ticenly-seven
tshind on the lighthouse tender Kok,
but was unable to find o landing place,
although the sea was moderately calm.
He pave copies of the pictures which he
took at that time to the German geole-
mist, lmmanuel Friodlaonder, who pub.
lished a paper on the geology and topos
praphy of the iland in a German
acientific journal.  Friedlnender inter-
preted ehe photopraphs as showing that
Foaula consists of ash or tuff ejected
at vwo different rimes, and that it forms
abour & quareer of the circular rim of o
ceater, the rest of which has dizappeared.

O July 1, 1923, the U, 8, 5. Tana-
ger, returning from a scientific cruise to
the morthwest Hawaiian islands, circled
the island, and a ship's boat rowed along
the lee side and into the sea cave at the
northeast end. At that time the writer
rexched his nearest approach to the island
by touching the wall of the cave with
a boar hook. No official landing was
made, although two or three of the more
daring members of the party succeeded
in getting ashore on a rocky ledge, from
which they could only work their way a
few yards wp the cliff face. A few
photographs and longe-range observntions -
were mide from the ship.

Superintendent Ralph K. Tinkham
also vizived the island in 1923, without
being able to make a landing. George
Cray, manager of the Mithau eanch, &
credived az being the first white man to
have landed on the Eland, having swam
ashore seveenl vears provious. He was
unnble  to get off apain through the
brenkers, and hod to remain on the islet
over night, until rescued by an Hawaiion
Crew in an outrigger canoe next day,
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In order 1o learn more of the island
an airplane. phovegreaph of it was ur-
gently desired.  In November, 1923,
Bripgadier General Williamn dicchell was
in Hawnii inspecting army air carps. He
volunteered to ger pictures of Kaula.
That was befare the days of inter-island
flights, =0 the plane was leaded onto the
lighthouse tender Kwbui and transporied
o Koloa, where it had to be taken apart
in order to get it ashore in small boars,
Meanwhile Commander fuhn Fodgers,
in command of the local navy air sErvice,
lenrned ahout General Mitchell’s plans.
That same spirit of rivaley which marks
the Army-Navy game made its appear-
ance.  Why should the Navy let the
Army run off with the honor of being
the first to fly a plane over and pherto-
graph Kaula? S0 twao savy flying bonts
were loaded on the Pelican agd annther
minesweeper, and they, set off for Kauai,
There one of the plines was safely
launched ; and while the army plane was
being made ready at a small field near
Erie Knudsen's beach house. on the
morning of November 8, Licutenant E.
Chourre pilated the navy plane over
Kaula so photographer B. L. Houser
was zble to take the first picture of the
islet from the air.  Later 0 number of
photogrnphs were made by the 11th
Photo Secrion, U1, 8, Army, from which
Mr. Tinkham was able to construct
mitps and plans for the development of
the light project.

In 1925 a party under the direction
of Fred, A. Edpecomb, present Lizhe-
hasnage Superintendent, succeeded in mak-
ing a landing on July 10, and worked
until the 21st building a trail and ladder
to the summit. On August 21, 1931,
Lighthouse Engincer Neil W. Wether-
hw, in making a reconnaisance of the
islet, was washed off the clifF from a spor
30 feet above sea level. An old Hawnii-
an in the party maintained thae this had
happened hecasse he Yad oot first ronved
inte the s=a cave to pay his FEEPECEs o
the shark pod which dweli there and
ruled the islet.  In spite of this omission
he wasn't seriously hure, and returned
on Awgrost 2, 1932, with a carpenter,
mechanic, and six luborers, ro complers
the installation of the derrick, shelter
hewses, and light.  The light wns fimally
put i eommission Augest 18, 1932,

Ar this time, Auget 16 o 1%, Dr,
Harald 8. Palmer, profesor of renlngy
ar the University of Hawaii, and E, L.
Coum, botanise with  the Experiment
Station, H. B. P'. A, were able to make
a stuly of the geclopy, plants, aed hird

life of the island. In 0 publication {B.
P Bishop Auscum Bulletin A3) ssued
in 1927, Dr, Palmer described the -
logieal formution of the island.  He out-
lnes the geologic history of Knula
follows: First the eruption of veleanic
roeks built up the platform wpon which
the islet stands to ahout 2ea level, Then
it was ernded awav, Then corals grew
upon  the summit of this planed-off
mountiin peak.,  Adter thar tere was a
second period of voleanic sctivity and
the tuff cone was formed, with s high-
est side towned the west. This tuff
crater-rind was fext croded by wind,
waves, aml running water, the waves
cutting a  submarine  terrace  plmose
around the izland. ‘The level of the s=a
then dropped ahout fifteen feet with
reference to the wave-cut terrace. And
finally the present cycle of ercsion took
place. It i the wave-cut sex cliff, which
turns the seream cut zulehes into hisrage-
ing vallevs, that makes the faces of

Kaula w0 difficule so climb.

Mr. Caum, in Bishop Museum -
casional Papers, Vol, XI, Xo. 21, 1936,
discusses the vegetation and the hird life,
Fifteen species of plants were found
arowing on Kaula, This August visit
having followed a very dry swmmer,
great areas of the slope appeared entirely
barven, which following » FRiny period
might have supported pross and sedpne,
A grass, Powiewat fwnaivuse;  cactus,
O puwdia megacanitha - aweowen, Dheuo-
padium seadwichenm; Amarenth Wi viri-
dws; Portulaca cowmii, g flew specics af
purslane and the commoner Portofocs
futea and Portulaca oleracen: the punc-
ture wvine, Tribwlues cistoides: and Fo-
Mhorbia celastoider were the most abun-
dant species,

The noddy tern, Jrowr stolidus. was
the most aumerows dpecies of hird.
Other bicds were white tern, the Mecker
Lsland term, the sooty tern, the seay-hack
tern, Bulwer’s petrel, wedgectailed shear-
water, red-tailed tropic Brd, the blue-
faced, red-footed, and common bsshs,
frigmee birds, and the golden pliver,

Mr. Caum also collected specimens of
15 species of fnsecea: 2 kinds of ants, 2
wasps, + species of fies, 2 specios of Inedy
beetles, a mioeh, s leafhopper, a thrip,
the familiar cmbiid, and some peudo-
ECOTHONS,

The lighthouse personnel hive also
captured spécimens of n rat and 0 mouse,
and report div wood termites in lumber
on the sland,

The light atep Kaula is the second

TN

highest under the jurisdiction of the
United Stares Lighthouse Service, being
362 fecr above sen level. 1t is exceeded
in height only by the Lehua light, 707
fest, off the norcherm end of Niiliw.

Lighes ar such elevativns ave ouly o -

sable in regions, such as Hawaii, where
there are no fogs, The Kayla light won-
sists of a double 375 mm. acetvlene
beacon lantern, a type developed in Ha-
waii by M. Peter, Lighthouse Service
mechanic, Each of the two lanterns has
a 480 candle power light, visible ar lepst
12 miles, The height is swch thae, under
exceptional conditions of clearnes, it
might be seen at & distance of 27 miles
from sen level, “The upper light i nuto-
matically turned on when the sun B
shining on it  Should it burn out, the
lower light would ausoanatically turn on.
The lights are supplied with gas from
storafe tanks lower down on the west
side, where a hodst can lift the ey
tanks from the shore, Two independent
pipes, each 1500 feer long, supply the
lightz=. Twa tanks exch hold eheazh
Exs o keep the light burning for 15
months,  The light could keep burning
for two and a half years without refuel-
ing, if necessary.
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