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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
220 TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT SQUADADN [PACAE)
WHEELER AIFl FORCE BASE, HAWA! 96254

nEFLY.I® DOS (Capt Wilkinson, 655-1516) 15 Mar 79
susseer. Humpback Sightings
ro: Mr. George Balazs
Institue of Marine Biology
3 1 am filling in for Capt Jiron while he is TDY. I tried to call
you the end of Febrary and again the first week in March but you were
unavailable. So I will sent you a copy of all the sightings that our
pilot's have reported.
The 1st, 2nd, and 5th of March were excellent days for spotting
and we saw some unusal sightings of large groups of 15-17 Humpbacks. 1
saw this group on two different days. Also I saw a small group being lead
by porpoise. The photos taken on 5 March were in color and I had them
developed and we have four great pictures. I will send them to you. I
was able to take those pictures and was very excited that they came out
so well.
Any questions, please call me at the number above, Also I've
been spotting all three years that the TASS has been involved. The
whales have been very skittish this year, in that they seem afraid and
almost always sound as we approach. Some of our pilots are afraid to
look for whales because of the fines for harrassment. Sincerely,

KELLY D. WILKINSOM, Capt, USAF
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Helle Geerge, & s

How are things geing with the turtle population?

We received your Christmas Card., It was very thoughtful and
appreciated by all of us.

Attached is the latest repert. Over the Holiday season there
was very little flying done and it reflects in the report. With the
new year things are getting back to normal.

If you can make ansther appearance up here, it might not he &
bad idea, I may be wreng, but I have the feeling that our turtles are
taking a back seat to the whales, Our guys just started spotting them
this week and they're like kids with a new toy. And you have to admit,
it's easier to spot a LO' whale than a 3' turtle. On your last visit,
turtle sightings took a big jump. I may be wreng, but if you're in the
area, drop by. I hate to see the "Little Guys" take it in the neck.

I have a report that I will include here and on the next report.
I didn't want to add an extra piece of paper.

Maj Davies and Capt Moen: 2 turtles, EJB45875, 3', at 1400 Hra.

2 turtles, EJ250875, 3', at 14L00Hrs.

The above report is for 4 January.

I hope you and your family had & nice holiday. If not, there's
always next year|

Hinees U, Ecllard,

T3GT Hatry V. Edwards
22 TASS/IN

Wheeler AFB, Hi, 96515
Fhene: 655-1855
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Helle Geerge, 26 Oct 76

Hers they are. As yeu can see, our guys are trying te help out.

I've listed the names of the pilets se you can see the numbers, and
aventually make your swn judgements on the information submitted.

Capt. Jaep is the pilet you talked te, se his comments en possible
male/female turtles should be pretty accurate. When we went to Sea Life
Park on 19 Oct, we checked out the Hawksbill and Green turtles pretty clese.

Maj. Davies surprised me with his knowledge of turtles and sea life
in general., He seems to knew the turtle species peretty well, as well as
seme specles of porpoise. Being an avid skin diver, he prebably has studied
what can or can net eat him. Anyway, his judjemnet calls should be fairly
aceurate. He talks about Hawksbill's like they're old fri :

Capt. Baker, whe has been on leave, is alse inowledgeable on turtlea,
He would have been here for your briefing, but had other duties. When you
come up this week, remind me to get in teuch with him. He is "high intrest®
potential for your preject.

Alse, bring your maps, They will need some lines drawn on them.

Remember, read to the right, then up

. : . :
'.I'J;%i'ﬂ e t;: r-ﬂ-t"-'fﬁc"’éf

22 TASS/IN
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