turtles get a sea gomg pa rty

r WAHI Ela — On thg
beach at Cape ¥lorida, "
‘Kathy Hilderbrand.
_nlannea ‘a quiet going-to-
sea party for 250 turtles
she’d raised since. they
Wethreewaeksold %7
. Instead of .quiet; Kathy
ifound television and news- -
{ paper photographers fo- -
cused on :her, Someone
' hung a microphone around
Jer neck and asked her to .
“galk turtle., A crowd of
friendly, curious swim-
Ymers gathered to watch
fhis first launching of tur-
tles from the Florida state
park at the tip.of Key Bis-_
|, FOR EA , the' da:r
. Wwas the clima of 4 year’s
work raising turtles
- at Miami’s Seaquarium.
| She felt the hours wells
¢ gpent because green tur-
tles have almost disafe-
‘peared fro orida wa-

ters and am an. endan-

. gered species throughnut
' the Caribbean.

. “Mostly it’s man’s
!ault;’ ‘she said. “They’'ve
. taken the eggs and thetur-
{ tles themselves ‘to eat.:
' Also; if turtle eggs hatch -
' on the beach, they havea '
very low survwal rate

because of predators.
_ ““That’s why.the Florida -
- Department -of Natiial -

Resources runs -z turtle

hatcher dy -%in Jensen

ROSS WITHAM is in

,Kathy, now a senior af =
Hlaleah High School, has”
‘heen enrolled in a special
,sciencé'-program for gifted

Kathy Hilde.rbran& frees her tlu:ﬂes. W
: _eharge, and he off.eradihe'., ;tudents since she was in
eaquarium . about . 400. seventh grade.. But she
- baby turtles. Kathy got . admits she.knew. little
‘project of raising them.  about furtles when she
ntil they were big anough . took on the pro;ect of rais-
to be safe in'theocéan.  ~  ing the 400 bahies. :

“I 'never really, fhought
about turtles, . except

maybe the dime-store kind

§ had when I -was little.

" the leaves.

“way. of reser the
; Balsrioe 3& natu}"_e'fgmt..;

. appealedtome.”

THE TURTLES were. .
1%-inches across ‘when
Kathy started to work -

them, i
SR divided the furtles-_-'f_.
.. into three groups and took
~ samples from each group.
Some were fed only fish,
others only lettuce and
' mangrove leaves, and the
third .group. got fish and

“ picked the mangrove

leaves. That was really a

- mess—mangroves have a
black, sticky sap. We

~ found out a mixed diet

promtgted ‘the best
: W
Kat ve the diet lists
to Seatgug;um staff mem--
bers who fed the turtles
! .twme aday.

BUT .CLEANING the

; tanks was exclusively haer

Job.

“Iaiw wore shorts or
jeans. hecause I'd get kind
of wet, One day I was sit=
ting on top of the tank to
clean it and I fell in a'lit-
th Well;: it was on!y three

t “deep 5. ‘and it wasn't
thaf et out. The
“turtles were ‘of sur-
prised:’ They gathered
. around.and looked at me,
. but they didn't take a nip
| outof me.”

Kathy, says the turtles

became friendly. “I don’t
think they really knew me,

butjf Iwouid come up and
- it il et
w2f Bt gpadieliiladte G5 itae it 1RE |




