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‘Uncle Solo,’

0 %Iaw

I‘I

laid to rest in ocean off Kallua

BY VICK]I VIOTT
Adhvertiser Stoff Writer

Solomen Ealapawal Mahoe

Jr., a son of the Hawai'i of by-

one days, left a small bit of

in many people, some of

whom are scattered to the four
corners of the globe.

"He had the capacity for be-
ing theilled with all that was
going on around him,” his
danghter Nani Mahoe said. "His
friends probably mumber in the
thousands."

However, those who gath-

ered at his Kailua family home: &

Baturday to bid him a fond
farewell were an intimate group
by Hawaiian standards, only
gbout 150 0r 50, Even doring
the planning phase, weeks in
advance, his daughter knewr it
would be an emotignal occa-
Ei0n.

“Hawaiians have a way of
singing and dancing and laugh-
lm;md crying, & catharsis,” she

Yuf.:rdar. In a private fami-
ly observance, the tapa-deco-
rated urn irig his ashes
wias sunk in the sea off Kailua
Bay that he loved as much as his
life on land, About 20 people
took part in that ceremony,

The sense of loss, she said,
iz profound for those who knew
him. Even for those who did-
n't, the Sept. 25 death of “Uncle

lﬂﬂ

The official records showed
Solo Mahoe to have been 20,
she said, but he often claimed to
be a vear older than that, In any
case, hie was his parents’ firsi-
born child and, by tradition,

was given to his grandparents

Su the customs he learned,
the outlook on life, were far
obder than his vears.

He was a native speaker of

% Hawaiian, Nani Mahoe said, and
then a

I.EI.

S m
S mix of rice fields, banana groves
] and papaya trees,

"Paddy's early years in
Hawaii were idyllic,” she said.
"He it was s0 quiet that he
could his thth's whistle fo
call him home.

*Traddy rode his horse every-

— - where, down to the heach, ap

Solomaon Kalapawal Mahoe,
shown fens B8 B yOung man,
Wwas an “smbessador of good
will.”

Solo* should be noted, his
daughter said, because he rep-
resented a way of life that is
ehixing rapidly.

"My father was llke an am-
bassador of good will,” Nani
Mahoe gaid, *He took his cul-
ture with him and was very en-
gapging. He had that personality
%0 that people were drawn to
him.™

ower the Pali to town .. every-
thing moved at its own natural
pae”

Throwgh his life he worked as
o Waikiki Hfeguard, ratsed pigs,
owned & lunch with his
wife, was' 3 c public
works omploves during World
War I1 and a city roadwork
foreman thereafter.

If such activities constituted
his livelihood, fishing was his
life, At a Eailua town reunion
almost two decades ago, he re-
called learning to fish with his

SEE MAHOE, A2
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_ grandfather, setting out in 2 boat
on Eawainui Marsh, which in
those days was an open lake. |

Solo's middle name refers to
the land, near the side shop
of the same name, owned by the
Mahoe clan for many years. He

- knew of countless spots for fish,
lobster and octopus, Mani Ma-
hioe sald, ;

"W are told that our ‘aumakua
{ﬁmml was the shark, and
E zh, offerings mﬂmﬂem

& mand at 8 8 family
shrine cloze to Kine'ohe Matine
Base," she said.

A grandnephew, the well-
known kumu hula Chinky Ma-
hoe, sald “Uncle Solo™ would be-
friend just about anyone he en-
eountered, Including the tourists
who found ‘their way to Kailua
Beach, then considered a remote
location. hens

"Today, you don't find people
having the aloha that he had," he
said. “He just gave freely, There's
oo oo many people that will
hang out by the beach and en-
tertain the tourisr.”

He married the former Mona
Park; the couple had three daugh-
ters — not counting the miny
hanai kids adopted into the
househnld,

“I remember as a child my fa-
ther swimming in dark blue
acean with sharks" Nanl Mahoe
[l m

¥ water, frightened.
Daddy remindied me that T should
not be afraid of the shark — they
would not st us.

"However, T told him that T
was only half-Hawaiian and
maybe the shark would only see
the Korean in me” ;

He was widely traveled, bring-
ing his Hawaiian lapguage and
culture with him, Mani said ke
cutlived almost all his contem-
poraries, leaving only a half-
brother among his elder ‘ohana.
His frlends ut the end of life were
largely the children and grand-
children of those hefriended
decades earlier,

“He felt his life was one of
fun,” she said,

At the ceremony at her home
on Saturday night, there were
miny rememnbrances, song and
stories about Solo Mahoe, “Good
fun,” was a phrase heard
times. “It was good fun,” the peo-
ple who remembered Solo said.
“All good fun,”

. At the conclusion of the cele-

ration, Nand performed a hula in
memory of her father. The title
was “T'll Bemember Yoo,”

Then yesterday, his friends and
family took his ashes our onto
Eailua Bay.

Sobo Mahoe had chosen as his
final resting place a large ginger
jar with tapa print.

“He said, "This k= going to be
my house.' And he was
telling us to attach the lid hut
mtuealit.Thisis]::whmhn
wils ready to leave he could
out,” Mani said. 5

"He said, “When I'm ready (o
leave, I want to frolic in the
ocean, tickle the ladies and sun
af the beach™

writer John Windrow con-
ibuted b this report. Reach

Wicki Viotti at vwiotri@honohe-
luadvertiser.com or S25-8053
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Pentagon admits
to germ warfare
tests in Pacific

Muh‘rnl.;'qu.:' nnd TEWE Sanices

WASHINGTON 2o The U5, mili-
tary used bwo kinds of nerve gas
and g toxin in tests on
Navy ships in the 1960s, the Pen-
bagon has. acknowledged for the
harmed by exposure to the
agents could be eligible for
health benefits. -

The four tests in. the Pacific
from 1964 to 1968 used either the
deadly nerve.agent sarin, the
nerve gas known, as VX or & bio-

e, De
symptoms, e Lepartment
statements-sakd

According te a Star-Bulletin
story pmh}hj:qd in Nowember, 5
fn from the office of

U.5. Rep'Mlke Thompson (D-
Calif.) sald members of the De-
partment of Veteran Affairs had
contacted thelr clinlcs nation-
wide Informing them that veter-
ans “who may have been

exposed tests need to be
mw H

Earlier] a veteran contacted
LLS. Rep, Abercrombie (D,
Honolulu}, & member of the
House Arfred Services Commit-
tee, inquiring about the tests,

The tests, cantducted on
barges, tilgs. destroyers and
other ships, were to test the
Weapons seives, protective
gear and dekr proce-
diires,

killed to determine whether they
were exposed to the weapons,
Klipatrick said,

Tests In 1964 and 1965 used
VX, another deadly nerve gas.
For the *Fearless Johnmy” tests in
1865, the Ceorge Eastman was
aprayed with VX and & sinrulant
to test decontaminatlon proce-
dures. In the Flower Drum Phase
U tests, VX gas tagged with ra-
dipactive phosphorus was
sprayed on & harge to test decon-
tamination procedures,

Thil second test used 4 com-
pound that was %) percent VX —
“the most lethal nerve agent” and
ane that can linger for weeks, Kil-
patrick said. But there is no evi-
dence any people were on the
barge sprayed with VX, which
was towed nearly & halEmile be-
hind a tughoat, he sakd,

A 1968 test used staphylococ-
cal enterotoxin Type B — a pok-
#0n produced by bacteria that
causes fullke symptoms such as
fever, muscle aches, cough, vom-
mmﬁm the

tost, Rl wias
dprayed from tanks on afrplanes
over flve tughoats, the S8
Granville 5, Hall and some parts
of the Enlwetok Atoll In the Pa-
cific, The test was to evaluate
how the toxin — meant to incs-
pacitate saldiers for up to two
weeks without killing them —
could be spread from the air.







‘Heroic’
attempt
to hatch
124 eqgs

'd Too cold in Hilo,
so turtle eggs are
moved to incubator

By Hunter Bishop
Tribuie-Harakd

ometime within the

nexl 15 days, scien-

tists should have a

better iden whnt kind

of turtle liid the eggs
ai Hilo Bay in October.

George Balazs, head of the
federal Marine Turtle Research
Program in Honolubn, said he
only surmises the mrle cggs
are of the endangered olive rid-
ley species.

Fishermen saw the lone tur-
the crawl onta the beach and
depaosit it= eggs in the sand
close to the water ling al
Bayfront on the moonless night
of Oet. 7,

That aboase 15 unusual,
Whether it's a rmare olive ridley
o not, Balazs said it's the first
time in et least 30 yeors that
any kind of turtle has nested on
the Hilo Bay beach.

But October 1s the wrong
time of year for sca turtles
common o Hawail — the
green and hawkshill turtles —
o be nesting.

Omie of the fishermen alzo
reporicd that he picked up the
furtle and carvied it 1o the water
after it laid s epps and started
walking toward Kamechameha
Avenne. The fisherman esti-
mated the turtle's weight at
ahont 70 pounds.

Balazs thought then that it
could not have been a turtle
that normally inhabis Hawai-
tan walers. Mature green amd
hawkshill turtles weigh more

Thizs photo shows an olive ridiey sea turthe, llke the kind rasammara surmrs& crawled onto the

than twice that nwch, he said.
Photopraphs and measure-
ments of the cggs also didn't
match up 1o the Hawaii
species. And locdl omles wsu-
ally return to the same site to

Tribume-Haraid photo
The Bayiront locatlon whera the turtle buried s clutch of egos.

lay more than one clutch of
epps, he said.

50 local researchers und stu-
dents from the Marine Options
Program af the University of
Hawani at Hito monitored the

beach al Hilo Bay and deposited itz eggs in the sand along Bayfront the night of Ot 7.

site; The turtle never returned.

A strange time, sirange
place and sirange circum-
stunces,” Balars said, By the
process of elimination, he
decided, “it could be an olive
ridley™ But he's still not sure.

In 1984 an olive ridicy nest-
ed on Men, Balars said, and it
ton laid its egys oo close o the
water line whers they would
surely ool develop, providing
Balars with one more clpe.

State Comservation Officer
Andy Ford and several students
reharied the eggs higher up on
the beach in Hilo soon after
they were left by the torle.
Concrete barriers and flagging
tape were pul aroumd the new
nesbng sife o protect it But
when Balars checked a few of
the 124 gpps D, 5, the
embryos seemed (o be develop-
ing too slowly.

Epgg experts advised him that
temperatures in Hilo hive been
too cold lately for the proper

Sea TURTLE,
Page 12



TURTLE: Time will tell

From Page 1
dovelopment of the eggs. Olive
ridley turtles normally nest in
the warmer coastal climes of
Mexico or Costa Rica. “It's one
of the most tropical sea trtles,”
Balazs zaid. While an olive rid-
ley turtle has been seen as far
north as San Francisco, there is
no cxplanation why @ certain
Tew range so far

*“We needed to warm the
eggs up if we were going to get
any of them hatched,” he said. A
week ago the eggs were dug up
and carefully transported to
UH-Hilo where under the
supervision of professors Wal-
ter Dudley, Leon Hallacher and
Bill Mautz, students are incu-
hatmg the egirs and mm:ul::mng

their development, “They are

ﬁ doting mothers,” Baluzs

If one of the eggs hatches,
reseqrchers will know immedi-
-ately what kind of tartle it is, If
the incubation effort fails, a
DNA sample will tell the tale.

Balazs is stll hndpuglm bits,
‘@{:lﬂbcaﬂmmdiblj" small

green furtle, mavbe a hybnd”
he said,

“We are doing everything we
cin 1o get some babies out of
that chutch. (Yer) vou don't
want to be oo invasive.”

So it's wait and see for
another 10 to 15 days.

Balazs described the effort to
hatch the eggs as “heroic ... . A
lot of people of people are
doing the best we can.”

If some eggs do haich, the
little turtles will probably be
taken up to 10 miles offshore
within onc or two days while
they still kave their instinctive
desire to swim, Balazs said.
“That wuu]d make the best sci-
ence sense”

If there are enough to spare,
Balazs also may ﬁnpnm o
keep some o raise in capiivity
for further research and display
to the public. After all, he said,
“withoul human intervention.
these eggs would have been for
mml:!

Hunrer Bishop con be reached ot AN olive ridiey saa turtle is
fumter @ howatitribane-heraldcom,  Qreen sea turtles commaon

if it was an olive ridley

Photo by Reuvan Walder

Fanamlljr smalier than hawksbill and
n the Hawaiian Islands.



Letters

 THE MAUT NEWS — Monday, January 31, 1994.

page promotion of Kirlian
“muras" b assess the health and
vomnl deficiencies, B

oiography of
diagnose mutri-
uw the gimmickry doesn’t
the mythical aura, snd it iz worthless
and nutritional di

Also, the advice 10 drink =]
witer @ day is ridiculous. One'’s

ily waler rp-
activity level, climate, fluid
saurces, and many other factors,
, -8 reasonshle
10 keep your
:E,M.rﬁy'

vé ber glories
Kurt Butler

quirement depends on
i from other

Turtle diners were lucky

Mother Nature could have imposed as
ment, That's how one mi

n sea turtles is often accompanied
internal parasites, along with

20 g1k Ankmal
be eaten, This

by infections
potentially nasty

taken from the wild should ever
freshly killed, as

applies w0 ones

The Maui News policy on letters

he Maui News welcomes and
Tmmngm leters 10 the editor. The
letters should be brief and 1o the point and
on subjects of general imterest. Lettars must
hn:ai,gmﬂmﬂinc]mamad&mmdphm
number where the writer can be reached
during working hours for verificasion. The
WHler's name and Ccommunity  will ha
published,

Letters should be limited to 250 words or
lmﬂmshumlmu-uheingglmmumy,
Lamut’mylm;:hntmhjectmadjﬁm.
Typed letters are preferred but others will be
accepted if they are legible.

Letiers may be mailed to The Maui
100 Mahalani St., Wailuky 06793; ‘or may
be faxed w 242-0087,

Haweail mncmmwmmmunghgni of
population recovery, Most everyone would like 1o
see this wend comtinue to ensure the &fTm
survival of these cent creasures, s
comtribute 1o the divessity and enrichment
of the Hawailan marine environment, Also, like
humpback whales, they are fun to watch,

George H. Balazs

e — . Honglulu
Welfare system doesn’t work

. ﬁm writing in : o the mli:m? ac}l:lfg

Wufﬂrm icies on their budpers
gap hwmmrahat;mHamew IETHIrATE

Can a t be in deciding Hawaii's income
qu;ﬁa%mﬁnmmﬂdm;hﬁﬂ

am 28 years oid, and am pregnant with my
MIﬂlﬂimﬂm&mmﬂﬂﬂmyﬁMhm!
liﬁlﬁlltmyﬁm.hhhﬂ.huummm
for any type of help from our siats,
Mmmwwwmwmm.
u.mmmﬂmﬂmwm}r
hmmlﬁmmmmhm&‘mﬂm
welfare offices of Hawail 1o pa for other people.
There are & who misuse the system and [fve
ofT the most of their adult lives,
Ihaunwhdshulwasl#mnld.ﬁm-
i lﬁqﬂ:ﬂ;ﬂm&mﬁmmﬂemﬂdsh
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:
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Eggrg
e
2
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¥
;
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E

welfare office goes by your gross income, not
your net, Linless you're grossing $800 or less, you
won't qualify, Well, we didn't qualify, We make
00 much money,
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More than jail
to fear from

eating turtles

To The Forum:

A mere slap-on-the-wrist, com-
pared o what Mother Nature could
have imposed as punishment.
That's how one might view the
iwo-day jail sentence recently
handed down in Wailuku District
Court on Maui to four homeless
men (rom the mainland canght
cooking a sea turtle,

The pitiful tuctle they were
foolish enough to cut up and eat
~was riddled with disease, Ulcerated
tumors protruded from s eyes,
neck, and shoulders. In addition,
photos taken at the time indicawe
the animal was severely emaciated.
This condition in sea turtles is ofien
accompanied by infections of inter-
nal parasites, along with potentially
nasty microorganisms,

No sick animal wken from the
wild should ever be caten. This ap-
plies to ones freshly killed, as well
as those already dead for an un-
known time, as the men in this case
claimed in court. The possibility of
severe illness from eating diseased
wildlife is simply not worth the
risk, even il the law isn't broken.
Ironically, wholesome and hot
meals are served free each day
within walking distance of where
the men were amested with the
turtle.

\

Just a few months ago a man was :.Ct‘
sentenced in federal count o a
month in prison for intentionally
killing a large twrile on the Big [s-
land. Turtles were abusively over-
cxploited in Hawai'i for decades
prior o becoming fully protected in
the late 1970's. The average irtle
lakes about 25 years to become-
sexually mature {200 - 300 1bs). At
certain locations in Hawai'i there
are Now some encouraging signs of
population recovery;  Most
everyone would like 10 see this
trend conlinue (o ensure the:
longterm  survival of these mag-: ~
nificent creatures. Turtes con--
tribute o the overall diversity and:
enrichment of the Hawaiian marine; =,
cnvironment. Also, like humpback -0
whales, they are fun 1o watch, They: 73
are playing an increasing part of the- -
ccotourism experience that resuliss .
in an economic benefit to Hawai'i, D

The rebuilding of a robust twrile: ~I:
population—one that will not easily-
fall into decline once again—is de-+
pendent upon keeping human-re--
lated mortality to a minimum. Siate;
and federal conservation enforce-
ment olficers should be supported, -
and praised for their fine efforts,

M) et 2SZ 09T

(¥

i i

George H. Balazs
Honolulu
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Month in prison
for turtle killing

A federal magistrate yesterday sen- |
tenced a Big Island man to a month
in prison for capturing and later kill-
Ing a green sea turtle, which is pro-

t:f:tﬂd under the Endangered Species
ct.

Anthony Barro, 35, of Naalehu had
pleaded guilty to pulling the turtle
from water near the Big Island's Pu-
naluu Beach Park in March 1992,

A witness reported that Barro and a
co-defendant, Clyde Agres Jr., carried
the turtle to a pavilion at the park.
Another co-defendant, John Quintal,
admitting taking it away from the
park in a pickup truck.

Although the turtle was never

found, Barro admitted in court that he
4 later killed it.

h_*
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Turtle talk
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A mere Ill.p--nn the-wrist,
nl:mpami to what Mother Mature
could have imposed as punish-
menl. That's how one might view
the two-day jail sentence recently
handed down in Wailoku District
Court on Maui to fuul' homeless

o cul up and eal
was riddled with disease, 'mm-
gted tomors profruded from its

eyes, peck, and shoulders. - In
addition, ¢ taken af the tims
indicate the animal was severely

emaciated. This condition in sea

turtles Is ofien accompanied by

infections of internal parasites,

along with potentially masty
ms.

icToorganis
" 'No sick animal taken from the

‘wild should ever be eaten. This

‘applies 1o ones freshly killed, as
well as those already dead for an
unknown fime, 85 the men in this
case claimed in court. The possi-
bility of severe illness from eat-
ing diseased wildlife is simply
not worth the risk, even if the

isn't broken. Iromically, whaole-

some and hot meals are served |

free cach day within walking
distance of where the men were
arrested with the turtls.

Just a few months & man
was sentenced in federal court to
& month in prison for intention-
ally killing. Turiles were abuo-
sively overexploited in Hawaji
for decades prior 1o i
fully protected in the late 19708,
The average turtle takes about 25
years to become sexually mature.
Al certain locations in Hawaii
there are mow SOME EncOUrAging
signs of population recovery.
Most evervone would like to see
this trend continue to ensure the
longterm survival of these magni-
ficent creatures. " Turtles contri-
bute to the overall diversity and
enrichment of the Haweiian mar-
ing environment. Also, like
humpback whales, they are fun to
watch. They are playing an
mnmmg part in the ecotourism
experience that results in an
economic benefit to Hawaii.

The rebuilding of a robust
turtle population — one that will
not easily fall inte decline once
dgain — is dependent upon
keeping human-related mortality
o @ minimum. State and federal
conservation enforcement offic-
ers should be supported, and
praised for their fine efforts.

: George H. Balazs

Haowmnlbin

 preceded by nl:hu'

men's Foundation and Hawallan
International Billfish Association
bave endorsed the MNetwork's
National Agenda. We must rec-

_Ognize the need to preserve our
* fishery resource. Fix the policy at

home first, then, focus on other
natkons,

Only with your help will the
network become real effective,
Write or call our congressional
leaders, Let them know that you
support proposals fc comserve
fish for future use. It is ¢specially

nt that our representatives
and senators hear from you early

Art MoCornack
Mourisin View

Not a right
Editor;

Thmhum who protest t.zir rights
are being infringed upen b
control need to bc- rcﬁ.:;dcﬁ ﬁ
the “right to BTMS” WS
“inalienable
rights™ — namely “life, ]jherq.r
gnd the pursuit of
There is no liberty w you
COoWer in home behind triple
locked doors and there is no
happiness in eyes blinded by tears
for the loss of innocents,

It is by the gun that the
American Indian his birth-
right, animals were lomted to the
edge of extinction, apnd the
Hawailan became an ¢lien in his
own land. It is the gun that
enables & person fo toke what is
nol his, to enforce h'; opinions
upon others and to de.iroy those

thwart him.

It s time for Mr, Stanfield and
others 1o accept that i ‘ght is not
always & right.

Clandia . Zcananina
Kaillua-Kona

Golf mahalo

Editor:

The Hawaii School Offices
Services Association (HSOSA)
— Hawall Chapter held a golf
tournament on Jan, 8 at the
Makalei Country Club. Sixty-two
dedicated golfers participated and
made It a sucoess.

The monfes raised at this fun-
draiser will enable our chapter to
Emm the 3Tth annual State

08A Copvention 0. March 24
and 25 gt the Kona £arf Reson
and Country Club. Delegates
from cach island will ™e attend-
ing this convention, the first one
in 14 years to be helt in Kona.

Each golfer received a door
prize, thanks o the Jumerouos
donations received fron the com-

mnnifr Meelnseeas a3 e

Athis session,
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Month in prison
for turtle killing

A federal magistrate yesterday sen-
tenced a Big Island man to a month
in prison for capturing and later kill-
ing a green sea turtle, which is pro-
Ected under the Endangered Speciesl

et :

Anthony Barro, 35, of Naalehu had |
pleaded guilty to pulling the turtle

from water near the Big Island's Pu-
naluu Beach Park in March 1992.

A witness reported that Barro and a
co-defendant, Clyde Agres Jr., carried
the turtle to a pavilion at the park.
Another co-defendant, John Quintal,
admitting taking it away from the
park in a pickup truck.

Although the turtle was never

found, Barro admitted in court that he
d later killed it.

____




West Hawaii Today, Sunday, May 8,1994 - 114

Letters

Stop slaughter

Editor:

On April 24, the recently
butchered remains of two smalil
sea turtles were found at Kiholo
Bay. Another slaughtered turtle
was reported there just ‘three
months ago.

If anyone has information that
can help apprehend the person(s)
responsible for these crimes,
please call State Conservation
Officers at 323-3141 (Kona),
933-4291 (Hilo), or Federal
Agents in Honolulu at 541-2727.

Something urgently needs to
be done to stop these acts of
violence against Hawaii’s wild-
life.

George H. Balazs
Honolulu

fs e ety



Hawall Tribune - Herald, Monday, May 9, 1884—9

Letters

_Turuu slaughtered

remains of two small sea turtles were found at
Kiholo Bay in North Kona Another slaughtered
wrile was reported at this same location just three
months ago, If you have any information that can
help spprehend the person(s) responsible for these
crimes, please call state conservation officers at
033-4201 (Hila), 323-3141 (Kona), or Federal
agents in Honolulu at 541-2727.

George H. Balars
Honolula
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Turtle tumors troubling

The recent photo and short anticle {Sept. 5) about a
dead green turtle with tumors washing ashore at
Kaanapali once again emphasizes the problems still
confronting this special ocean animal in Hawaii,

The issues of fibropapilloma tumor disense, acci-
dental entanglement and death in gill nets, and illegal
honting and harassment continue to plague this
species. Researchers and conservation officials here
and across the nation are working hard to deal with
these and other problems confronting sea turtles.

Protection under the 1.5, Endangered Species Act
over the past 17 years has resulted in some positive
signs of sea turtle recovery in Hawaii.

But the process needs to continue unimpeded by ab-
normal levels of disease and other Lypes of mortality
and stress, The average green turtle in Hawaiian wa-
ters requires more than two decades to grow to mat-
rity and become large enough to migrate many hun-
dreds of miles to reproduce (at French Frigate
Shoals). : .

Sea turtles found dead, dying from disease, or in-
jured from spear wounds or boat collisions are fre-
quently flown to Henolulu for treatment or
by veterinary specialists. Personnel of the State of
Hawaii's Division of Aquatic Resources and the

Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement

on Maui regularly respond to reports of turtles in tou-
ble. Their outstanding effors are worthy of praise by
the community. The public should support their work

wherever possible,
eorge H. Balass
Marine Turtle Research
NOAANMFS Honolulu Laboratory

ﬁ{ﬂn Wews (feters) £9.13-96
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= Ifyouspotasea turﬂe
> . feasting, call now .

An interesting story Sept. 9 by Star-
Hulletin reporter Greg Ambrose re-
on the painful sting beach-goers
n suffer from a new and larger type
o! Portuguese man-of-war now drifting
into Hawallan waters. It is worthwhile
tb add that many sea turtles worldwide
gre prominent ‘predators of “fellyfish,
which they consume opportunistically
without apparent discomfort or harm.
“'Records exist of our Hawaiian sea
turtles sporadically feeding on the nor-
, smaller form of man-of-war. Our
h program of sea turtles within
the Protected Species Investigation of
the National Marine Fisheries Service
would like to hear from anyone seeing
a:-turtle eating. the new. species now
{gvading Hawaiian waters.

;Besides having much larger floats
(ap to 6 inches long), the new jellyfish is
cpbalt blue and armed with thicker,
lenger and more numerous stinging
tentacles. Please telephone your report
to 943-1276. A recorder will take your
message whenever personnel are un-
able to answer the phone.

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Marine Turtle Research
NOAA/NMFS Honolulu Laboratory

al.l-.h.'-
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Cases are heard in Kaua“

By GEDRGIA MOSSMAN
Sanfl Wrler

*The following cases were resolved in Distract Coura
around the land during the months of November and
December by Judges Clil MNakes and Gerald M-
sunags snd Per Diem Judges Joseph Kobayashi and
Frank Rottschild,

[nformation on the remlts of the court hearings s
not available wntil all the records are completed 10 the
defendant s in cowrt was several months
prior o this report, and the actual incidens may have

tion for one year; given a 30-day jail ssnence with 25

ke must donae 75 hours © com-
munity service; and he must have a substance abuse
evaluaton.

-Pa an harassment charge, Gerry Riopm, 27, of
Likn'e was granted a DAG plea and fined 5130

with criminal property damage 3rd degree,
Seiphen Sandoval, 27, of “Ele’els was given & onc-year
jail sentence, which was suspended excepd for 24 days
and he has o make restitution for the damages.
" For wegpassing, Mathan Nobnga, 33, of Koloa was
fined $150,

Charged with harassment, Albert Bactad, 18, aof
Liho'e was granted a DAG plea; fined $250; and he
must atend an Alemarives 1o Violence (ATV) course.

A trespassing charge nered Melvin Robbey, 20, of
Puhi a fine of $50.

with bail jumping and thefi 4th degree,

Nickokis Nickeos, 33, was given & 40-day jail sentence,
An harsssment charge nemed Carolyn Moniz, 20,
of Hanspeps, & 530 fine.
For a use permit viokation, Joseph Moura of Kapa'a
was fined $150.

Whea Russell Reynolds of Lawa'i showed the judge
prood of new insurance, he was fined 53500 for having
On an harsssmest charge, Editha Perex, 44, of
Kapa's wis fined 550,
For wriing & bad check, Sharolyn Cardenas, 31, of

‘' wps fined 5300,

CFD dib degree, Jonathan Pila, 24, of Wailoa
was [ined 5150
Wesley Kawagishi, 40, of Anshola, charged with
possezion of & small amouns of marijzsna was graned
a DAQ plex fined 5200; and be has o have a mb-
sance shose evaluaion

For theft 3rd degree, Ann Bowers, 24, of Kapa'a
wat granted & DAG piea and sthe must donate 50 hours
- b -
Michael L. Scoue, 32, of Princeville, charged with
CPD 3rd and lerroristic threatening, was on
probation for ooe year; he must dooate 140 hours o
community service; pay 5455 restitution for damages
have a substance sbuse evaluation; and stay away from
the wictim for & yesr.
For disorderty conduct, Simon Jude Texeimm, 34, of
Kealis was fned 5100 and given & 10-day jail sen-
tence, which was suspendad. ;
For gambling, Pamick Makasula, 19, of Kapa's was
fined 550,

On two counts of harasoment, Lloyd Palmedma, 232,
of Kapa‘s was placed on probation for six months:
given five weekends in jail: fined 5250; he musi make
$1,320 restinotion; and he must successfully complete
an ATY courss,

For criminal property damage 4th degres,
Raymond Rapozo, Jr., 35, of Kapa's was fined 5200;
he must make 5300 resurution; and be must contimue
realment

Soren Stichl, 27, of Anahola was given a seven
weekend jail sentence on an harassment chasge.

For assult, disorderly conduct and respassing,
Thomas P, MeCanhy, 39, of Kapa's was 2ot 1o jail

was placed on proba
prescribed medicatio
1o i2sting: and have n

On & mckdesy driv
of Kekaha has 1o do

Esp's, DAG ple
Hamani Cand C
and 5100, Micks
Suarer 45, Kolog
and Gregory E. 5

Also theft 4the
plea and $50; Ede
with 2 days su
honrs; Joseph Lo
Patrocing Gapase
anad Trevor Leayr
12 AA meslings.

Thedy 4th: Jen
and 5100; Paula !

-
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4-arrested in turtle deaths

HILO (AP) — Two men have been charged with killing a
threatened species for the slaughter of two protected Pacific green sea
turtles at Wailea Bay,

Two teen-age boys were also arrested in connection with the April
9 slaughter. The boys were released to their parents,

Liebert Ignacio, 20, of Hawaiian Paradise Park, and Eddie Poai,
19, of Hilo, were charged after they were arrested Wednesday night
by state enforcement officers, said Lenny Terlep, chief of the Big Is-
land conservation enforcement office.

The men could also face federal charges, because the green sea
turtle is a threatened species. An anonymous telephone call led the
officers to the suspects and the recovery of two turtle shells and turtle
meat, Terlep said.

The four had been camping in the area when the heads and flippers
of the butchered turtles, believed to have weighed 40 to 50 pounds
apiece, were discovered by a fellow camper, he said.

WET o Todry 4116 (95
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green sea turtle rescue

KAHANA, Maui - A
small rowboat overturned
yesterday morning as Maui
fishermen tried to rescue a
green sea turtle caught in
their gill net.

State conservation en-
forcement chief Keith Keau
gaid the 7 a.m. incident oc-
curred about 100 yards off
Kahana, where the men had
laid a net.

When the turtle became
caught in the net, two of
the men went out in a small
boat and tried to haul the
turtle and net into the boat,

Keau =aid. The boat cap-
sized. :

A Maui fire/rescue team
went out to assist the fisher-
men, the net was cut in
half, and the turtle finally
was dragged ashore to be
untangled, he said.

The turtle was estimated
to weigh between 200 and
300 pounds. It was uninjured
although it was suffering
from tumors on its right
flippers.

“It's probably haliway
back to French Frigate
Shoals by now,” Keau said.

Tangled green sea turtle
gets helping hand

KAHANA — Maui firefighters
helped free a green sea turtle tan-
gled in a gill net Monday-morning
in waters off Kahana,

Two fishermen reported they
were picking up their fishing net
left overnight when their dinghy
swamped and. they discovered a
large turtle was caught in the net.

Fire Capt. Alan Pascua said by
the time Lahaina firefighters re-
sponded 1o the 6:50 am. call for
help, the fishermen were on shore
irying to rescue the turile. They
helped cut the net in half in the wa-
ter and then dragged the turile
ashore,

The turtle, which weighed an es-
timated 200 to 300 pounds, was
calm and allowed its rescuers o un-

tangle the net before it was set free’
again. :
man Mews /28 /15
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Scientists
closing in
on turtle

tumorvimsj

By Jun TenBruggencate
Aulvertiser Science Writer

Hawaii regearchers are close
to identifving the cause of a se-
vere tumor dissase Lhat affects
green sea turtles in Hawali and
around the world.

Half the turtles in Kaneohe
Bay and 80 percent of those
found stranded at Kahulul, Maui
have the tumors, which often
are fatsl.

"We now know that the cause
of the tumors s a virus,” but
not specifically which virus or

up of viruses |s at fault, said
uanan Ly, a virologist at the
Retrovirology Research Labo-
ratory of the University of
Hawsii's Pacific Biomedical Re-
search Center,

What'e also not yet clear is
why the viruses started causing
turtle tumors in the middle of
this century and why the dis-
eage is limited {0 certain re-
gione, easid George Balazs,
leader of marine turtle research
at the Mational Marine Fizh-
erles Service's Honolulu Laho-
ratory,

Researchers during the last

See Turtles, Page B5

Turtles:

Scientists

close in on
tumor virus

e
FROM PAGE B1

tew years have ldentified two
major kinds of viruses in the
turtle tumors: one 15 a herpes-
type virus and the second i= a
retrovirus, ke the kind that
canzes HIV in humans,

La recently established that
a third type of virus iz found in
nearly all the turtle tumors: a
papilloma virus.

“Papllloma iz In a family of
viruses that has been kEnown o
cauge tumars in animals,” Lu
gaid. Ome of them is associated
with cervical cancer,

It's possible one of the vipus.
es 18 causing the tumars In fur-
tles, or that two or more of the
virliises working together cause
the disease, Lu said.

Balazs gald a Florida re-
gearcher is studyving another

- posalbility: that the turtles are

eating something that makes
them suseeptible to viruses that
otherwise would be harmless to
Lhem.,

The tumor disease, called fi-
bropaplllomatosis or FP, affocts
88 many as half the turtles in
Kaneohe Bay and south
Molokal, a8 many as a third of
thase on tho south side of
Kaual and Hilo, but oddly, none
has been found among turtiss
on the Kona coast,

Balaze said a researcher with
the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection has
studied tiny marine creatures
called dinoflagellates, which
are found among some of tha
seaweed beds where turtles
feed. One of the dinoflagellates
produces a eompound called
oltadaic acid, which eould he af-
Tecting lurtles.

Research Indicates the
okadaic acid producer s found
in the highest concentrations in
Lhe same areas where lurtles
with the most tumors are
found.

"It eould be an environmental
co-factor in which the animals
can gel along perfectly fine” if
it ia not present, but become
suseoptible o wiral attaclk if i
iz, Balazs said.

Federzl, state and private re-
searchers, universities and oth-
er organizations across the
country are working on the
turtle tumer problem. But,
even if they identify the specii-
iz cause, it ls not clear that
thera will be an immediate so-
lution.

Viral diserses are very diffi-
cult to control, Balazs said,
even when large amounta of
money are available, In the
cage of turtles, funding is
chronically short,

Hawall's green sea turtles are
coneiderad an lsolated genetic
group that doea not interbreed
with green sea turtle popula-
tiong elsewhere. They have
been under the protection of
the federal Endangered Species
Act since early 1970 and, since
that time, their numhers have
increased substantially.

In many turties, the fumors
are ultimately fatal, blocking
their airways or preventing
them from feeding, Tumors on
their feces can blind them and
ones around their flippers can
interfore with their swimming.
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Tumors threaten gr

A_hnrspiulfntnrﬂ:uiif
Teding o save as
ﬂtmmmumna

By Davie Rovee
Adiaiabrd Preey

ARATION, Fla. — &
ﬂmumnmm

& 4 pank see ber-

in shalline water

mear & rand of was-
Erevves st off thie coust, He's seem
turtlos hire bafere, caldy this Gims

there's samethi

Tha greea s H'Iﬂ;ﬁ.
& Eruesome of gray, bul-
Beditn Liprge. mass - half the

sire of the s tseli - is slowly
starving ibe animal by eevuring
e eyes i uses U ed food.

T + DOECRNEAFOUE u-
mors called Abropapillomas, Bave
bernad up in alarming rumbers
oo sea turtles &1l over the world,
&nd researchers are scrambling
o Nnd & eyrs while there ars 1)
turibes left to seve

“Tha disease o 18 bar-
tlz= fasier thas Mother Natura
can raplece them,” said Richie
Morettt, whe ngrs the Turtle Has-

in te Florida Keys, “I0% def-
o rue”

Thet umers themselves dom't
idll 2= muek s they smether. Eves
and mosme pet coverad. Tungs and
the heart sra constricted by tha
tumirs em the inside The turtle
fouzmd by the boak eaplale wis ol
anly Tmnt the mass lllln
royarad um, L
ot prevenling

Nicknamed Mizi Pearl, &Mar
iha fishing boal thil saved it, the
lurile usdarwent surgery at the
basgital bo remova Bse fumor mnd
was retovering in a swimming
Foal. The plant, Asking mass was
sentto & lah for stasdy.

i l:lujm something
I caus uriles’ immuna ays-
L bo weaken.

The prevalonse of tumsors in
byrtles found near shore areas
sngpests @ peaaible link to mussir
from ferlilizer or farm waste.
Some twrils habitats have as in-
Seribon rale as high as 0 percent

*FlsnedT |5 diflnsiely & possibili-
£y Buraume you sew furbes with pa-
pillomas mastly iz hesvily moiii-

WORLDWIDE PLIGHT

lated &ras,” aaid Glenn Harman,
& marine biologes! &t the Chiarwa-
ter Masing Aquarium.

Ecientists akso have apeculabed
ihat eyelical changes in watcre
lampseralare may ho decreasing
the cold-blosded animals’ abllity
s ward odTviral Endrudors,

“There's some worldwide prob-
laim going on and hew b die 5t all

of i nol easy,” said Uniwes-
sity of Florida velerisarias Ellolt
i, who has done rescarel

o Uhe lamors.

Jacobson daesn't know how
Eany green sea toriles Bave been
afferied, ar how many of ke on-
dangirid barles remale

Turths with tumers Bave boen
sous from Brazil te the eoast of
Florida, from Eawaid to Australia,
and in Indonesia Groen @ea lur-
e aren ™ 1ha il pemee Furmine

up with the bamers; they have also
been seon on bopgerheads asd
abive ridley busihas.

A sbedy Easl year by the Flarids
Department of Envimamental
Frotectlon fund that 10 pareant
af live loggerheed furiles caught
In Florids Fgy, at the scatharn tip
of the sate, are affeciad.

Por Morefli, who has werked
the last 10 yoers 4o hoal injured
amd shel turilen. lhe tumor |3 he
wersl enemy vek

“We'tq bosing them to sode-
thing we can'l se2," e gaid

Mind Prerd k5 a G years old
and 3 pounds with the tumor.
The distrss primacily afflicis
vaiing turthes, ages 6 66 10, and few
iurtles wilh the tumors survive,
unless the growihs sre mmoved

AL the Turtle Hospital, boilk on

s iifn af o Prsemas slipdpm dadmd

AL 0 Fridar, Ootaber 34, 1999

E

=

een sea turtles

'

Whie dissiuse is taking the
turties faster than Mother
Nature can replace them.
It's definitely & race.

Faundar af the Tertls Hosgital
in the Flerida Keys

taat {5 vederinarian Doug Madors
specialty. These daya, much of his
tme is spent removing the fi-
bropagillomas, klibeagh the has-
pltal akss has repadred tustla hop-
miaz, remeved Nshing lize from
turtle digestive tracts and plans o
perform soon what s thowght i
b the firsl ever turtle cornea
transpdand

Theis nrun.!m on Mini, which
reqaired the resonstnuclion of e
urila's recium, vas o sseces If
the turtbe stays healthy, il should
FW Ly more than 500 patnds and
ive o be albout 100

“A lew amimals may be re-
lesaahle, and many tumors may
grow hgch," Jacobsom sakd, “Rut
there's & Lof that's learned from
doing i, and there's soma adiica-
thom of peopla aboil Ehis, 5o this 15

[T T

SCIENCE
Adnanees in bnawledpe

hdd

Mouth tumors
found only in

Hawraii turtles

Far-Bakietm ooy

daad or dving beteoen 1991
and 1086 OF thoen, £ peroest
Rad tumors inslde thiir
mouthe Many of these oral Il.ll-_-J
muors clearly hamgsered aorm
breathing and fesding in the
ez, liimly coatribulingio
thoir deaths. In another study,; .
lm‘“'“m.“n— -
ined and released 336 living .-
turtles with tomess in Eaneoke
Bay, 0ff these, 40 pareant had -
mouth tumars,

it eontrast, researchers
harve Found me lumors in the
milhs of alfecbod Flarids -
Ales, etther living or dead.

Mo one mows why suck & so-
inble difTerande exists be-

ring parasites found in Hewsdi
but not Flarida make Loy sores
I Uhe mowths of our luribe,
setting them wp for infection.
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Tumors threaten”

green sea turtles

BY DAVID RO'tSE
o Th Assoslated Prave
“MARATHON — A fishing boat cap-
tain spots & giant sea turtle in
= mangroves just off the coast, He
has seen turties there before, only
this time there is something borri-
by wrong.
mmumrﬂﬁlilhﬂ:
ﬂ“lm:ﬂ,hm
2 groesome growth of gray,
bulhons tissoe, The mass — ha
= the size of the turtle itself — is
slowly starving the animal by cov-
ering the eyes it uses to find food.
Ih » TORCANCErous ti-
mors called fibropapiliomas, have
e up numbers ca
2 cure while there are still lurties
left to save,
b "'Tbl.'mm [ ﬂ'l-l:l'l.l.l’-
tles faster than Mother
can replace them,” said Richie
Moretti, who rans the Turtle Hos-
pital in the Flarida Keys. "It's def-
vately a race.” _
. The tumors themselves don't
.'w“m.;wm.'Em
and noses get covered, Lungs and
, the beart are constricted by the
Aumors on the ingide. The turiis

from eliminating waste. i
Micknzmed Mind Pearl, after

- thie fishing boat that gaved it, the

turtle underwent surgery at the
Bospital to remove the tumor and
Was MeQOVETIOE Ora SWimumang
pocl. The giant, flaking mass was
sent to a kb for stedy,

Researchers believe something
in causing turtles’ immure pys-
tems to weaken. What that is,
they doo't know.

But the prevalence of tumors
in turtles found near shore aress
Huggests & possible link to runoff
from fertifizer or farm waste.
Some turtle habitats bave an in-
fection rate as high as 90 percent.

“Rusoffis definitely a possibil-

ty because you see tarties with
pepillomas mestly in heavily popu-
lated areas,” said Glenn Harman,
a marme biologist at the Clearwa-
ter Marins Aguarium. 'But really,
we juat don't know, | wish | did."”

Scieatists also have speculated
that cyclical changes in water tem-
perature may be decreasing the
cold-biooded animals’ abikty 1o
ward off viral ntruders,

“There's some worldwide
problem going on and how to tie it
all together is not easy.” said Uni-
versity of Flarida veterinarian El-
Liott Jacobson, who has done re-
soarch on the tumars,
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June 27, 2002

A weekly feature provided by scientists at the Hawaiian
Volcano Observatory. u I

Hawaiians' view of Hawai'i ’
Geologic History

Many of us look at a landscape and wonder how it got that way
and others wonder how they can make money off it even if
they don't use Arthur Anderson as an accountant.
Unencumbered by modern profit margins and investors,
Hawaiian stories reflect just their observations and thoughts
about the origin of their island home.

Hawaiians had the idea that the Earth they lived on was the
shell of a giant turtle or honu, The Hawatian word for Earth is
"honua", possibly reflecting that origin. While this might seem
simplistic now, it incorporates their observations that the
surface of our world is curved - an idea that Europeans
reluctantly recognized only a few hundred years ago and that a
few people still do not accept today.

Oceanic islands were sections of the ocean floor pulled up 1o
the ocean’s surface by Maui and his brothers, using the magic
fishhook Manaiakalani. This is one of the many Maui stories
that is common to Polynesians throughout the Pacific, not just
to Hawai'i. Many different versions of the story exist, but the
common elements are these: Maui goes fishing with his
brothers in a canoe to a specific fishing ground, A large,
famous, deep-living creature is hooked, All in the canoe pull
together against the hooked creature for days. All in the canoe
are ordered not to look back during the fight. Someone does
look back, causing the hook to instantly be released.

Some versions of this Maui story are meant to explain why the
islands are separate. However, guessing that the islands
originate from the ocean floor is astute. The stories could have
proclaimed that the islands fell from the sky or were towed
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from somewhere else. We're now pretty sure that the islands of
Polynesia are volcanic in origin, built up layer upon layer from
the ocean floor, nicely matching the Polynesian version.

The story of Pele's migration from her home in the South
Pacific to Hawai'i is often cited as evidence that Hawaiians
realized the island chain becomes younger from northwest to
southeast. The assessment of age progression comes from the
direction of her travels once she arrived in the island chain
northwest of Kaoa'i. She and her family searched for a suitable
home on each of the islands, in turn moving generally
southeast. She tested suitability with her digging stick, Paoa.
Where she dug and encountered water, those areas were
deemed poor choices.

The evidence of her test digs is the relatively small cones on
the islands of Kaua'i, O ahu, and Moloka'i. Those cones are
now recognized as the result of very late volcanism - after the
bulk of each island had been built and erosion had set in. They
represent the last volcanism to occur on these older islands. It's
easy to see why the Hawaiians associated these features with =
volcano goddess. They still look volcanic, while the island of
Kaua'i, which was probably two large volcanoces, no longer
resembles even one. But the extensively eroded islands must
have already been there before Pele arrived. We now know that
the island chain does get younger to the southeast but cannot
say that the Pele story demonstrates Hawaiians' awareness of
that fact.

To continue with one version of the story, when Pele is
checking out Haleakala Crater, her sister Namakaokaha'i, who
has been searching for Pele in order to destroy her, sees the
evidence of digging, attacks her, and destroys her human body,
Namakaokaha'i celebrates only a short time before she sees
smoke rising from Hawai'i and realizes that Pele still lives in
spirt form. Pele has arrived at her new home, and the most
logical path to this place was along the island chain. Hawaiians
were clearly astute observers and accomplished storytellers,
and it can be difficult toseparate the story elements
contributed by each.

Eruption Update

Eruptive activity of Kilavea Volcano continued unabated at the
Pu'u "Oo vent during the past week. The "Mother's Day" lava
flow is spreading and inflating at the base of Paliuli with the
terminus of the flow located 430 m (470 yd) from the Chain of
Craters road. Visitors are allowed to hike out to a viewing arca
near the active flow.

hitp:hve. we.uses. govivolcanowarch/ 2002402 _06_27 himi
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Hawaiians' view of Hewni'i Geologic History hitpfhve. wr.usgs gov/volcanowalch/2002412_06_27.himd

The two flows emanating from the "rootless” shields are still
active, but not advancing. The terminus of the mauka HALP
flow has stagnated, and homes in Royal Gardens are no longer
in imminént danger of being inundated by lava. However,
activity continues in the upper reaches of the flow.

There were two minor earthquakes felt during the week ending
on June 27. A resident of Ahualoa felt an earthquake at 6:18
a.m. on June 23. The magnitude-2.3 earthquake was located 10
km (6.0 mi) southeast of Waimea at a depth of 11.7 km (7.0
mi). A smaller magnitude-1.6 earthquake at 5:32 a.m. on June
26 was felt by a resident of Pahala, The earthquake was located
1.6 km (1.0 mi) northwest of Pahala at a very shallow depth.

The URL of this page is
http:fvo.wr.usgs. gowvolcanowatch/2002/02_06_27 himl
Contact: hvowebmaster @ ysgs, gov

Updated: July 1, 2002 (pnf)
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Date: Tue, 3 Jun 2003 19:57:55 -0700
From: Lisa Choguette <lisa@divemakai.coms
To: Stan Bond <Stanley C Bond@nps.govs>, Sara Peck <peck®&hawaii.edus,

Sallie Beavers <Sallie Beavers@nps.govs, Marc Rice «mrice@hpa.edu>,

Larry Katahira <larry katahiragnps.govs,

Kendra Chogquette c<kendra@divemakail.com=, Bill W
; George Balazs =gbalazs#@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus
Ceo: Kendra Choguette <kendra@divemakai.coms
Subject: Turtle Rescue!

sh <darkonag@interpac.net=,

[ Part 1, Text/PLAIN (charset: IS0O-8859-1 "Latin 1 (Western Euro
[ 66 lines. ]
[ Unable to print this part. ]

[ The following text is in the "iso-8859-1" character set. ]
[ Your display is set for the "US-ASCII" character pet. ]
[ Some characters may be displayed incorrectly. )

Hi, All:

Today, at around 11:45 a.m., at Lead City ( Northern Boundary of
Kalcko-Hone Nat'l Park), found a turtle under a ledge severely tangled in
line ( not moncfilament). Cut 1 line on back of shell with my knife when
she (he??) decided to leave- I was not in a good position to get a gsod
hold on her and lost her. She swam a VERY short distance with a burst of
speed then slowed down. She had no use of either her RF or LR flippers-
her head was forced back in an abnormal position. I knew pretty much
for sure that if I didn' try and intervene, she would die. 50 I awam
after her, caught up to her, and this time was prepared. Grabbed her
firmly on front of shell & made VERY rapid ascent to surface. Turtles
have not read the PADI manual about slow ascents and safety stops. Of
course, got cramps in both legs- thighs and calves! Surfaced and yelled
for help. My daughter, Kendra, was captain on board. sShe got her snerkel
gear & camera and leaped in to aseist. Client Linda Dondanville gurfaced
shortly after I did to help! We were about 50 yds. from boat. I went on
my back & positioned turtle so her good FF was against my chest, while
her injured one was free in the water. Using that hold, she couldn't
struggle much. 8She was breathing fine.

Got her back to boat- Ken climbed up on awimstep and she pulled and I
pushed her up on board. We checked her over, flipped her on her back,
got rid of some of our gear and went to work. The line went from her
mouth to the RF flipper, where it was wrapped around the joint 8-9
timea; it had cut into the flesh to a depth of about 1/2 inch much of
the way around the flipper. Where we could, cut away from the weund.
The line then passed over the back, under the back part of shell, arcund
LR flipper, immcbilizing it, but at this point hadn't appeared to injure
it. Got all the line off her body while Ken was both photographing and
calling Marc Rice on cell phone ( tried # I had for you, George- was
somebody else). Pulled her mouth open to check to see that line was not
down her throat- appeared to be imbedded in her cheek somehow- possibly
small hook. Flipped her over, ( she immediately started moving both
flippers- not strongly- but moving them. We measured her { 60 em), and
released her. That was one happy turtle.

If there's anything you can think of that we should have done
differently, please let me know. I know I was taking a chance, but I
was [ and am) guite certain that being unable to eat or move 2 of her
flippers, she wasn't going to last until we could get someone to go and



find her and help her.

We'll keep an eye on her, but think she'll make it! The injured flesh
did not appear to be infected.

I have the line- Kendra will have pix in week or so { slides}.

Cheers,
Lisa

LISA CHOQUETTE
DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS
HAWAII'S UNEQUALED MARINE EDUCATORS
KONA'S OLDEST AND MOST EXPERIENCED DIVE CHARTER

RATED BY RODALE'S SCUBA DIVING MAGAZINE
THE "BEST DIVE OPERATOR STAFF" 1IN THE WORLD
"THIRD MOST ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE" IN THE

WORLD !
P. O, Box 2955
Kailua-Kona, HI 96745-2955
PH/FAX BOB-325-302%9
E mail: lisag@divemakai.com
"DIVING WITH A DIFFEREMNCE-----WE CARE!!I®
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; FICHARD AMED = The Honoluis Aoversisar
A green sea turtie with tumors was petted and brought ashore yesterday at Magic Is-
land by city Ifeguard David Kelly and Shend Bamretto, a Mational Marine Fisherias Ser- .
vice research assistant. The turtle, thought to be a juvenile, had been spotted sever
al times during the past week by surfers, said Shandell Eames, a research technician
with the fishery service's Marine Turtle Research Program. A veterinarian will deter-
mina if the tumors can ba removed and the wrtle saved, Eames said,




A good year for Big Island’s
hawksbill turtle population

By Dave Smith
Tribwine-Harakd

Wildlife officials say it was
i good vear for havkshill tur-
the nesting on the Big [sland,
atd a very good year for one
particulur, wayward reptile,

A tofel of 18 fermole hawks-
ball turtles wer observed nest-
ing il five Big Islund beaches
over the past six months,
including four that had not
been seen before, Like the 14
before thein, the four new-
comers now sport identifying
1ags.

Larry Katuhira, a resource
management specialist at
Huwaii Volcanoes National
Park, said the 15 females was
the second highest number
observed since tagging began
m 1993 and just slightly behind
the peak year of 1996,

The four newcomers also
represents a jump in newly
tagged turtles, which usually
number only one or two a
year, hie said.

“We're getting new turtles
mmj.ug in," Katahira said.

While researchers would
Itke i think the increase means
the population of rare hawks-
bills is growing, it is more
likely the result of increased
monitoring efforts,

For example, two nesting
turtles were tagged by volun-
teers this year at Pohue Bay, the
first ever at that site. Katahira
said this is the first year that the
turtle program has been abie to
semd voluneeers to the beach on
the Kona side of South Point,

Efforts to protect the nests
from a myriad of predators

See TURTLES,
Page 8

Mhmmrw_ﬂduq
George Balazs, left, and twe students fram the

Marine Oplions P at the University of Hawail
mthmmﬁMihﬂyrﬂmﬁfmma

pond near Punaluu black sand beach,




TURTLES

From Page 1
— which include pigs, mongooses,
feral cats and rats — began in 1989
bat took off in earnest when funding
from the U5, Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice kicked inin 1993,

But since it takes 15 w 20 years for
a female hawkshill to reach maturi-
ty. it could be andther decade before
any of the saved hatchlings retum to
the beach of their birth to by their own

CERE-

For one individual turtbe, the pres-
ence of the turtle volunteers proved
been telling rescarchers ahout seeing
a turtle in the pond associated with
a defunct restaurant located
hdmﬂhmhn‘i}[ﬂm&haﬁ

Balazs, a turtle specialist
with the National Marine Fisheries
Service, in November enlisted the help
of smdents in the Misrine Options Pmo-

mﬂnlﬂlﬂvﬁmy Hawaii at
for the animal.
‘.I!a!mﬁgmaﬂﬂmﬂnunthm
a green sea turtle like the ones that
occasionally crawl up on the beach
to bask but travel hundreds of miles
to the leeward Hawaiian Islands to
nesk.
Hut what they found was a much
rarer hawkshbill.
its tag Balurs knew this
particular turtle had been seen before
ol Punalun when it came ashare to
“false nest,” sort of a prospecting
veniure whene the turthe pokes arotnd
* but doesn't lay egps
Ealm"ﬁid sim.'.e- that event
oceurred in August [998, the urtle
has probably been living in the murky,
water pond since that time. He
zaid she may hove retumed o few
nights later, perhaps nested, but then
became disoriented and became

mwadtutb:smstd:g;nd_
was a prisoner in that pond,” he
said, adding that it peobably sur-
vived on stored body fat and whatever
crustaceans or other food it could
find om the pond botion in liew of i
usual diet of =

"It’s amazing that it was in as
good as shape as it was," Baliwes

said.
The turtle was found with fish
hmnmppndahﬂutlﬂmamu:z

a front flipper, but the line had not yet
become constricted o the point where
it ﬁwhihntﬂman{rmnlaud'pﬂm-
bly cost it its limb,

Tt was alnngnrdmlfnrdmam-
mal but with a very happy ending.”

Balazs said.
Researchers hope the turtle nick -
named " Eauila” will returm to Punaloog
o nest in the next several . This
there were four haw nests
d at Punatuy, the first discovered
there since 1995,

Hawlkshill turtles nest every o
of three years, laving up to six clutch-
es of eggs in a season two I:Dlill'qe
weeks apart,

Katahira suid a total of 47 nesting
females has been tagged since 1993
mﬁammmmw
estimated o less then 55 1n

He said the population of
fan hawkshills, wlﬂ'chmheﬁ:’lmd
mast of the time foraging off the
Hamakua Coast or Maai, also inchides
an unknown number of male and
juvenile animals;

Hawkshills worldwide have been
hit hard by those who hunt the wm
tiles for their shells prized for
and other items.,

However, it is ilbegal to harm the
endangered turthes or to bring into this
country anything made from their
shells.

T!mm'smmmmme
eat visil yel by o pesting
Katahira said, A female kns
ﬂmughamﬂnamiungmmmﬁ
Kahului, Mo, lnid 4 nest in Novem-
ber at Kamehame Beach in Ka'n,
Thase baby turtles won't be 2merg:
ing from the sand until severa] weeks
after the New Year, making them
the first January births in the histo-
rv of the progran.

Kamehame is the most
beach for Eawksbills inthe 1S, with
38 nests laid this year, includi
eight that have vet to haich, dmg

Smmmnemmw
Apua Point.

it
RS
e






M'HMT,MHFIF 8N

OCEAN WATQ
—

L m -
Whale watch
turns into
turtle watch

9,

‘;’Em:hﬁermhni.
went salling twies,

‘onee off the North—
and onee off

:waren't
around, and the few I did ses

1 gentle process. Males bite fa-

__I_ﬁﬂ ILULLOLIE

‘No one Tnows what kind of
signals sea turtles give one an-
other but

eourtship obviously isnt top
hlmtuutm to the males, During
| the mating period, male turtles
ﬂﬂh@uﬂt alnlmut nﬂrgﬂlﬁ%l
. appraximately
gm&ahm This accounts

tures, but their mating is nnt-a

malas om the flippers, neck and
head, leaving open sores that
nsually take weeks to hesl,
Males also damepe the female's
shell in the process of hanging
onto it with large Aipper claws,
While htl!git Hmﬂa’malp_,

ma with a a
male often gets bites from sur-
rounding male turtles who nip
the trailing edpes of the fa-
vored male's flippers and tail,
somelimes causing severe dam-
age. This doesn't usually cause

 mals iy

_ subsequent pairings
Females are usually recep-

|. tive for about 10 consecutive
days in a sepzon, and males are
mual[%acﬂm for-about g
month. But neither is monoga-
mous Both males and females
mate with several individaals

didn’t show much of them-
salves,

But I wasn't diseppointed.
both trips, Hawaii's
Ereen sea turtles putl on memo-
r-l‘;:ri first
first lurtle sight-
in:.ld{ﬁ‘n?irwmkn&wlm
looking at turtles, As we laf}
Haleiwa Harbor, there seemed
to be & big elump of debriz
floating in the water.
il ot e
po up
ﬂabmt.hnnin Th%ahuh-
bead popped
bing mass waz a pai.i‘;'nl'tl.ll_'ﬂeu
mating. -

Ses turtles nearly always
nltalnﬂmwamr,gﬁmtl -
learned years ago during a
to the Galapagos. We had just
come ashore in a di and
were walking ‘8 beach
whanuurﬂjd“ﬁlmpp&d%

“Look," b pered. “Very
unusual A pair of seq turtles
are mating on the beach™

W tiptoed closer and snon
mhmadthammﬁlmmﬂ
enchanted with one another
they didn't even notice us.
HHumdmidestar?;ttlm .
eouple. “They probably started *
in the water, and when the tide

1

in one season.

Once coupled, sea turtles
stay that way for up to 10 hours,
Contrary to past reports, fe-

tween reproductive seasons,
Since mating ususlly takes
rlue.jnmaﬁ:imw ofthe nest-
ng spot, my Haleiws fomale
will probably lay her eggs
- somewhere on Oshu's North
Shore. Hopefully, it will bein a
epodt far from digging dogs, cats
| and mongooses.
f mﬂedwahrlmmm
turties, I took my ;
| Honu (the Hawaiian wmimmﬁfr‘
| Ereen gea turtle), off Waikiki to
-ahow my sister and
some whales. We didn't see 5o
much as a spout, bot just as we
sottled in the cockpit for sn
Esster pienic, my nephew
ahouted, “Turtlal™
Bure enoogh, & turile had
surfaced fust a couple of foet
from the boat. Tt didn't notice
us watching over the rail, al-
lowing us a good, long look.
Tdidn't see many whales over
ﬁlﬂster weekend, buf that's
Turties count, too,

went out, they didn't even no-
tice™
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A good year for Big Island’s
hawksbill turtle population

By Dave Smith
Tribune-Herald

Wildlife officials suy it wais
a pood year for hawkshill tur-
the nesting on the Big Island,
and n very good year for one
particuler. waywond repiile.

A total of 18 female hewks-
bill turthzs wene ohserved nest-
ing at five Big Islund beaches
over the past six months,
including four that had not
been seen before. Like the T4
before them, the four new-

comers now sport idenfifving

Larry Katalira, 8 resource:
muonagement specialist at
Hawaii Volcanoes National
Purk, said the |8 fernakes was
the second highest number
observed since tagging began
in 1993 and just sightly behind
the peak year of (996,

The four newcomers ulso
represents a jump in newly
tagged uptles, which usually
number only one or two a
sear, be snid,

e 're new Luriles
coming in,” Katahira said.

While researchers would
fikez o think the ncremse means
the population of e hewks-
bills is prowing, il-is more
likely the result of increased
momnitoring efforts.

For eximple, two nesting
turtles wope tagged by volun-
I this zﬂ'ﬂFﬂm Bay, the
first'ever o that site. Katahira
said this isthe first year that the

tuerle his heen abls 1o
sead vl o the bench on
the Kona gide of South Point.
Effortéto protect the nests
from 2 myrind of predators
See TURTLES,

Peage 8

Phato for T-H courtasy
George Balazs, left, and two students from the
Marina Options Pmﬁm al the University of Hawasl

at Hilo pose with the turtie they rescued from a
pond near Punaiuu black sand beach.

-
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From Page 1

— which include pigs, mongooses,
feral cats and rats — began in 1989
bt took off in eamest when funding
from the LS. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice kicked in in 1993.

Bt since it takes 15 to 20 years for
4 female hawkshill to reach maturi-
ty, it could be another decade before
any of the saved hatchlings return (o
the beach of their birth to lay their own
CEEs-

For one individual wrtle, the pres-
ence of the trtle volunteers proved
critical this year.

People living around Punalug had
a turtle in the pond associated with
a defunct restaurant located
behind Punaluu’s black send beach.

George Balazs, o turtle specialist
with the National Marine Fisheries.
mmmmmmm-
‘of sudents i the Marine Options Pro-

%TMW'HH wai ol
| ﬁpﬁm’ it the turtle was.

a green sea trtle like the ones that
uapﬁuipmﬂycmwlupumhthaqsh
Lo bask but ravel hundreds of miles
to the leeward Hawsitan Islands to

Through its tag Balazs knew this
particular wrtle had been seen before
at Punalun when it came ashore to
“false nest” sort of a prospecting
but doesn’t lay eggs. T

Balags said since that event
occurmed in August 1998, the turtle
hues been living in the murky,

: pond since that time. He
said she may have returned a few
nights kater, perhaps nested, but then
became disoriented and became
trapped in the seaside pond.

It was 3 priscmer in that pond,” he
said, adding that it probably. sur-
wived on stored body fat and whatever
crustaceans or other food it could
Afind on the pond bottom in liew of its
‘usual diet of sponges. .

“I’s amazing that it was in ds
good as shape as it was,” Balazs

a front _
-~ become constricted o the point where

Jjust

sapd.

The turthe was found with fishing
line wrapped about 10 times around
bt the fine had not vet

it would hurt the animal and possi-
bly cost it iis limb.

Tt was a long ordeal for that ani-
mal but with a very happy ending,”
Balazs said. "

Researchers hope the turtle nick-
named “Kauila” will retum o Pungho

B e ——

1o mest in the nexi several years, This

year there were four hawkshill nests
foond ot Parsaho, the first discoverzd
mmmhm

Hawkshi nest Cverny two
nrﬂnwwm;llawlqmwﬁgﬁﬂ*
es of eggs in o season two to three
Katahiru said a total of 47 nesting
femnales has been tagged since 1993
out of & of mature females
estimated at less than 33 in the state.

He sirid the of Hawai-
ian hawksbills, which can be found
most of the time foraging off the
Hamkoa Coast or Maui, also includes
an unknown number of male and

juvenile snimals. i

tikes for iheir shells prized for €
and other items.

However, it iz illegal to harm the
endangered turtles ar to bring into this
country anything mude from their
est visit yet by a nesting feaale
Katahira said. A female n
ﬂumﬂuteﬂil: tracking to live off
Kahului, Mawd, kiid a nest in Novem-
ber at Kamchume Beach in Ka'u.
Those baby turtles umtbum
fng from the sand until seversl :
after the New Year, making them
the first January births in the histo-
ry of the .

Eamehame is the most
beach for hawkshills in the 1 ’
I8 mests laid this vear, includi
eight that have yet o hatch,

Six more nests were ob

Apua Point. .

.

iilt
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« ~ #E June the qu:u:u.am rafFan article sy
. Eesting thar the hunting of preen seg turtles (honu)
shm[dhclﬂmvedmﬁm'tedhasisfﬁ-:uhn'a] :
The rationale nsed to justify hunting the hony was the
increased birth rate observed at French Frigate Shoals,
Marine biologist and divers quickly jumped to the
defense of the honu and the Advertiser printed an edj-
torial two days later stating that given the CLTEnL gvi-
dence it is too early to be rushing the honu back to the
dinner table, The Hawaij Tribune-Herald picked up the
original story, but [ have fot seen anything on the fol-
l'ﬂ'-lu"-l.lp -Ed.itnri.a.L i v :
While honu may be hatching in greater numbers on
remiote istands. when they reach the main Hawaiian lslands
many are contracting a virus which causes the growth
* of debilitating fibropapilloma tumors, The tumors gen-
crally grow around the mouth and eyes blinding the ur-
tles and making it impossible for them 1o feed, resuli-
Ing in eventual death, Hilo has # high rate of honu with
tumiors (30 percent). In fact it is almost impassible to make
a dive off the Keaukaha coas( wi:huut.e-ncn:runtering
honu with the wmors, The |9t Legislature recognized
the threar of fibropapilloma tumars 1o Hawaii’s honu by
passing Hawaii Senate Resolutior 29.4p suppoit of the
Department of Land and Natural Resources' Seq Turtle
Plan. Marine biologists at the University of
il havé' isolated the virus, which causes the turnors,
and are warking ro find the cause with the hopes of find-
ing a cure. However, no fime frame has been established
a5 1o when a cure might be found; If hunting were
. ailnwmg'ug_muld be sure that. no one would hunt hony

- with hige white o Syt edicing te sty brs.

ing stack. I this case i secri ke the cultusaly

thing to.do is tg,place akapu on the harvesting of honu

until this disease has been cured, - Ve Se i iy
Individuals interested in more information on

honu and the problems that they are facing should
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3 Nesting habits of
rare hawksbill turtle
are major concern

T i

PUNALU'U — Punalu‘u resi-
dents and environmental officials
witnl Hawaii County to close off the
beach road to tour buses, which dri-
Ve Up 10 nesting grounds of the rare
hardesbill purtle.

Pele Hunou, a Punalu‘e commi-
nity leader, told & group of County
Council members and residents thar
excursion buses drive right onto the
black sand beach daily, disturbing the
egg-laying process,

The buses deposit onto the rapid-
ly-eroding dunes some 500-1,000
tourists, many of whom poke and

Punal

prod the turtles,

*“This is all kono grounds. It hurts
the honuw," Hanoa sasd.

Pointing to & narrow entryway to
the beach, she sugpested a gate 1 bar
the buses, but not tourists altogeth-
=} 8

“We just wunt to block off part of
this road so the honu can come back
and lay their eggs.” Hanoa said,

Hevarksbill turtles are among the
rarest lurtle species, with only about
44 known nesting females in the
stute, and for 90 percent of them
Punalu’u beach is their preferred
nesting ground, according to Volea-
noes Mational Park research man-
agement specialist Larry Katahira,

Katahira, who has monitored the
turtles for the past decade, said he
agreed with Hanow on the need for a
gateway to har traffic from entering
the beach to protect the turthes.

Louls K. HANDA

“We had two turtles try to nest the
past few days, but they got scared away
by the traffic, even in the middle of
the might,” Katahira said,

They made repeated attempts to
nest Bal were oo o lay egps,
h“mdu

As the group, organized by coun-
cil member Tolie Jacobson snd sttend-
ed by council colleagues Dominic
Yagong, Nancy Pisicchio and Curtis

See TURTLE,
Page &

i
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Hawaiian Green Sea Turtles
get the help they nead

Last issue we updated you, our read-
ers about the Hawaiian Green Sea
Turtles and the laws implemented to
protect them.  Bven though rmuch is
done, on a federal level, to protect the
Green Sea Turtles they are siill vulnera-
ble to their natural environment.

In recent much has been published
about the health of the Green Sea
Turtles, The Morth Shore of Oahu
becomes the ideal location for a new

Turtle Hospital and Research
Facility. It's ideal because of
the high number of injured sea
turthes found on Chahu's Morth
Shaore, and the relatively clean
Waters makes It an area for
better resaarch.

Even though the population
of Green Sea Turtles has
declined dramatieally in the
Pacific Islands they ame
demonsirating some encouraging signs
of recovery, affer seventeen years of
protective efforts. At one time there
was at least several million Green Sea
Turtles. Today fewer than 200.000
females are thought to remain, In fact in
Hawaii, sclentists estimate that only
100 to 350 fernales nest each year. The
main factors believed to have caused
the decline in the Green Sea Turtle pop-
ulation are hunting, effects of some
fisheries, marine debris, coastal devel-
opment dnd fibropapilloma,

The most recent cause of death to the
Green Sea Turtles is a disease called
fibropapoilloma.  These are a form of
tumors which are lobe-shaped, infect-
ing the soft portions of a turtle's body.
These tumors grow primarly on the
skin, but also appear between scales
and scubes, in the mouth, on the B,
and on internal organs. Once turtles
are stricken with the discase they do
not appear to mecover  The tumors

often spread to many PaI!:Eﬂfﬂ'&EhDd}!.
ultimately  killing the turtles.
According to George Balazs (Honoluha
Laboratory Southwest Fisheries Science
Center of Matiomal Marine Fisheries
Service, NOAA), it's a disesse as tragic
as cancer. The disease runs rampant In
juvenile turtles,

Even though the cause of disense 1s
not know yot, sclentist suspect that a
virus, parasite of the effect of marine
pollution may be involved. More than
15 researchers in the United States ame
racing to identify the cause and possi-
ble cures for the disease. One of these
researchers, Thierry Work, a wildlife
disesse specialist in the United States
Geological Survey, reports that fibropa-

there are laws that require shrimpers to
use such devices. Thousand of sea fur-
ties become entangled in longlines,
driftnets, coastal gill nets and other
fishing pear.
Marine debels is yet another killer to
the sea turtles. Turtles become entan-
gled in the debris. They also mistake
debris for food and Ingest it
Farticularly harmful to the turtles bs
plastic. If ingested it will remain in
their stomachs for long periods of time,
releasing tondc substances. 18 can also
clog the turtle’s digestive system,
which will block the regular passage of
food, t'lﬂu]['iﬂﬁ In starvation.

Coastal development, causing noise,
lights and beach obstructon disturbs

*

polloma may be caused by a herpes
virus. But this has not yet been proven.
Before protective laws, the meat of
lim%&uaﬂuﬂew:suaedfmﬁmd,.
mainly in turtle soup, They were also
killed and used to fieed fishing crews in
the Morthwestern Hawallan Islands
and o provide meat in restaurants.
They have been hunted to make jewel-
ry and omaments, their skin was used
to make small leather goods, their meat
and eggs for food, and their fat for oil.
In modern times, the number of sea bue-
tes taken has increased dramatically
due to the opportunity for profits they
provide through commercial trade.
Still other causes of sea turtle deaths
are incidental catch in fishing gear
Commercial shrimp fishers use nets
that trap and drown more than 10,000
ged turtles each year. Turtles could be
saved if shrimpers used devices, called
turtle excluder devices (TEDS), which
keep turtles out of the nets. However

the nesting area for turtles,
leaving females without a
familiar place to lay their eggs.
Bome turthes will declde fo nest
elswhere, but most turtles will
next-nest at all,

Remember any individual
help will matter, & litfle bit from
everyone is a whole lot of
everything. The best thing we

can do, to help protect such a prehis-
toric spedies, 18 to educate ourselves
and do our part in keeping them safe.
Unfortunately, money is hard to get,
making it difficult to fund the kind of
susteined project that would have the
best chance of fuccending.  If you
would like to get more involved In
helping the Green Sea Turtles contact
Marlu West at Save the Sea Turtles
International (637-6417), or Ken
Michols - at Morth Shore Diving
Headquarters. To find out more infor-
maton log onto
hitp:/ [wwwiturtles.org / tumor htm
M, Rawdingon

Photos courtsey of Ken MNichols.



Hawve you often wondered how fortunate
you are to have one of God's special cre-

ations up next to you when you're
tube ride? ;

Ins Hawaii the life of a sea turtle{homu)

mﬁ:]jmh]ﬁﬁaﬂﬂ uary, as well as a per-

mﬂl}'dmmmkua] Sea turtles,

v the Green Sea Turtle, have

sl.mrlved :ilt'u:e toric times, BUT
‘will they remain for years to come?

1 found ani Green Sea
Turtle [since named "1owith a
nonfunctional left front Fishing
line was wra around the fins

and the neck. Amund the tangled fin
area there was severe swelling ot least
double the size of the unharmed fin. The
line had cut deep into the Hsaue and it
was obwious that the i infection
would cause a loss of the fin and
almost certain death, Even if the turtle
hadn't died from the line around the fin,
the line around the neck was wrapped so
tightly, approximately seven to eight
inches. It was certain death.” This ind-
dent was witnessed by Ken Nichols,
owner of MNorth Shore Diving
Headquarters, who has aided in many
&l:mlghmuew. R!mnﬂ.]rhf;m July 3rd
Aungust 15, 1999, he participated
im ten san turtle rescues, The rescues that
mtddmmglhmﬁdm
distance from
w%mhblnt[‘«lmﬁﬂhm]
these ten turtles three had ampuﬂbed
fims.

There are four of seven es of sea
turtles that can be found in Hawaiian
waters, They are the Green Sea Turtle
(Chelonia mydas), the Hawkshill
(Eretmachelys  imbricata),  the
Leatherback elys coriacea),
and the Olive Ridley | ofi-
vacea) common to Hawail, Of these the

e

Turtle  (Cheloria
mydasl  They are
mlt%jlm-dai. ITEAR-
ing they thied
body heat from 32 ETIVi-
ronment rather than making
their own. They breathe air, and
their skin has scales.
Mot ondy @& the Green Sea Tortle unique
because its ancestors evolved on land and
returned to the sea to live about 150 mil-
licns years aga, but even more interesting
is that they are capable of containing
higher concentrations of carbon dioxide
in their blood, which compared to other
air breathing animals, enable them to use
their oxygen very eifidently,. However,
Ty’ horone ﬁﬁmim’m i
a at
water's surface. Their body characteris-
tics are not like ﬂﬂ'u!I'BPEﬂE! They
mﬂﬂftﬂﬁdmhrhﬂm of excess salt,
Behind each eye is a salt gland, which
helps the sea turtle maintain a water bal-

xlt:tb}rshtdthngla:g: “tears” of excess

They begin their life by di their
way out of the sand where have
hatched and then scurry toward the

octan past predatory birds and crabs.
Only those who have survived drift on in
sea currents, subsisting on fish eges and
small crustaceans, Since sea turtles Hve
most of their lives in shallow waters they
are terribly valnerable ko the excesses and
carebessness of the homan species.

Inl??ﬁﬂnﬂmmﬁea']’mﬂemaﬂ]f
considesed endangesed. Mow four
later they are considered
still by the ered
Act g;}mm ESA is a federal law
pased Unifed States Congress in
1973 which both endangered
species, defined as those "in danger of
extinction allm'a icant

on of their range" and threatened
E;:iﬂ.. those likely to become endan-
Ered "within foreseeable future.” The

A has proven to be effective in helping
es. It has served as a
development of similar
profection laws in almost slate and
in‘other countries. Tweo federal agencies
are responsible for enforcing  the

hut

to
modded for

Species Act. The U5, Fish
and Wildlife Service and the
of the Interior administer the Act for ani-
mials and plants on land o in fresh waker
The MNational Marine Fishories Service of
the Commerce Department adminisber
the Act of marine plants and animal. If
you see a sea turtle or for that matter
other marine species in danger nuﬁ
either departmaents,

According to the Mational Wildlhife
Federation, about 90 percent of Hawaii's
CGreen Sea Turtles nest at East Island and
it's nedghbor Blets, known collectively as
French: Frigate Shoals. In addition to
nesting here, the Green Sea Turtle also
goes ashore to bask there—something
Tarely seen elsewhere in the woeld. It i%
gald that the turtles do this to relax and
warm themselves out of the reach of
sharks. As Iate as 1958, mass killings of
turtles on  these beaches occurred.
Fishing companies took more than 25
percent of the nesting sea turtles in ome
saason.  Fimally, in 1960 the federal
wildlife officials n year round
patrods at these beaches (which are part of
Ih: Hawm:an Islamd Mational Wildlife

These patrols ended the hunting
I:rf l‘urtln at their nesting beaches, Yet
years later sea turtles were shll being
killed in large ammints, According to the
Mational Academy of Sclences, as many
as 55,000 sea turtles were Eilled annuinlly,
before regulations protecting sea turtles
were implemented under the ESA in
14989,

Thie threats to the Green Sea Turtles are
mainty due to excessis and crnelessness
of the human species. In fact the most
serious threat is caused by “left behind”
fishing line, fishing nets, and pollution in
TEar waters (which ﬁd ha e
tributing to the tumor gro
about it.. mag:nea]l&lepul.‘rutedmmral
run-off, mixed with everything from our
storm draing including residucs frome car
oil to neglected litter. Mow imagine it in
your Humﬁ

Mow a i].'E-TI'HI furtles aghore
are doing so for help. S0 as players in the
mean do j-'l:lu:r part in helping to keep a

cies alive —K Bawlinson
HDl'E ahi‘rl.lt waii's Sea Turtles in High
Surf Advisory # 8




Mnuma Lani Resort photo

One of 10 green sea turtles being kept at an ocean water pool at the Mauna Lani
Bay Resort pops up for a breath of air and a look at the world above the watar. A
small transmitter has been attached fo its shell o allow researchers to track its
mavamaents after it is released loday in a study of lurtles hatched and raised in
captivity uniil they are mature enough o escape most predators,

Electronic tags
aid in keeping
tabs on turtles

Mani's mnuﬂnumﬂm sea Lurtle,
Sﬁmlmuat like wlll- { the
0] ly IPWi dﬂui'

Mapili,
Hr.rgnd.m:r George Balazs, will

spend the releasing sbout 10
e from the Maana
I.ulﬂwltuuﬂmﬁml{mmt

Some other turtles Bakazs amd his col-
leagues are tracking are somewhere in

mummnmmmm:c)mm-

mmmm
transmitters are beginning to mwnl
wtmhnﬂugnu'hmmtymmnﬁ.

ﬂllmrs.;snch a5 o Manl furile named
Nakine, have had far more interesting

‘See TURTLES
on the naxt paga
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- travel itineraries,

BurSo90 may have been a distonce traveler when
| ‘shewas yvounger. Balazs, who works for the Mation-
|'ﬂMﬁiﬂMSuﬁumﬁchmFm

Beience Center, released her and dozens of others off
the Big Islond more thon 20 yveors ago. Some of
those turtles, then nof moch Earger than Balazs” hand,
had flipper tagz. Only one: has sioce been seen,
5690, ut she has become an odd reliable.

In WK, she nested al Lahaina, the first of the
threatened Hawaii groen sea mutles to do son balf

. &he came back and nested severnl times in
2002, and Balazs is confident she will be back néxt
vear, since she is on 4 iwo-yerr schedule,

And she seemis healthy, rmany hani -
thes are infected with fibropapilloma virus, which
ﬁmdut_u':]itﬁﬁmmm 3690 shows no sign of

Bulirs saw ber himself o few months ago off the
Gazeho Restaurant af the Napili Shores Besort, and a
seuba diver spotied her 8 couple of weeks ago.

“He was quite happy,” says Balazs, when il was
confirmed that it was Mogi's famous turtle mother.

Balozs and volunteers ghued a radio transmiiier =
about the size of a cigaretle pack — o 5690 during
mcufiwmmﬂmlaymgemlutm and it
kept sending location information to tracking satel-
lites for 289 days. Then the hattery gave oul.

She had feaveted around 3,000 miles in nine
meomehs, but just shuttling up and dowm the cosst of
West Maud.

Nakine. another trunsmitter turtie raised at Maui
Ocean Center, went much farther onl. Nakine was
| hatehed in September 20040, and on March 8, 2002,
she was set free.

. She left Maui and within a of weeks was
E;Jﬂlﬂg{d‘fmmmﬂmuﬂnmﬁpm‘ﬂwmgh-

Then she swan hundreds of miles almost due west
befors urning northeast. She reached Cabu i late
April and has since been hanging out of the Modh
Shone. .

But that journey is trivial compared with the swim
ﬂflﬂ?ﬂ.iﬂhﬁh“‘umﬁmﬂﬂhﬂmhﬂiinjm
20002,

Thiz turtle, moving &t an overage of about & quar-
ter of & mile an hour, moved around the south of the
Big Island and then swam hundreds of miles fo the
nowth before tuming west.

In early September, 22270 was-between Necker
and Mihoa islets in the Morthwestern Hawaiian Js-
lands and kept poing west and douth, ontil on Sept.
| 19, when it was about at the latitde of Maui, it

hawe boen fited
o green sea fur-

shels to et
ressarchers frack
thesir treaveds.

Mausa Lard Resart phaln

It soon swam around Kahoolawe, checked the
area aroind Wailea and Makena and then set off on a
circuit of Maui, going clockwise.

This turtle, after o voyage of more than cight
months, set up housekeeping nof far from ifs relese
point. although it does take lengthy excursions
southwest of Kona af times.

Hawaii's sea turtles are homebodles com-
pared to another gronp Balazs is belping o track.
Hawaii 5 — except 3690 — nest at French
Frigate now, although they used to nest on the
routin islamds.

In Japan, the Port of Nagoya Public Aquariom is
using simikar technodogy, and Balazs® Hawoii expe-
pence, o track the much-larger cad turtles,
These are pelagic, compared fo the shore-hugging
gresns,

In April, zeven juvenile logperheads — Ami, Mi-
ki Taro, Urnshima, Kamod, Liko and Nord = wene
released from a research vessel off the east coast of
Honshn,

In the next two months, they all ned & mean-
dering easterly course. By early Jupe, ey were
about ane-fifth of the way to Hawaii, still on roughly
the latitude of Tokyo and more or less north —
though hundreds of miles north — of Goam and
Saipan.

This m Maona Lani Bay Fesort will be
freeing nine or 10 mrdes, radsed by Sea Lifo Park
Huwail. The smallest, 9 months old and only about
101 inches across, has been idling in the resort’s pool
for 8 while.

IT it and the others pass veterinarian Bob Morris”
inst-minute checkup, they'll be lminched into the
ocean, some from shore, others from aflnat, Theee or
perhaps four will carry ransmmiters,

“We've never really been certain where the hoou
went after we released them.” says Sandie Patton,
the resont's hoau administraior,

“Dio they just stay after we release them, or do
they go somewhere then come back?”

The trail of 22270 shows that at least some of

_ﬁ:{ﬂzmwwhm and then come back. By the
15th Day next vear, it shoubd
be clear whethar that {3 the uswal behavior or whether
22270 was just anindividualist.



Hokiile'a: Sailing master impressed by

FROM PAGE AZ5

And it's a surreal thing at French
Ehosls. In the distance are

your standard gray and white
i clouds, and nearby, the clouds

green,

i O Fridoy, the crews of FISalle'n
and the eseort molorsailer Kama
Hele helped with a sea hind protec-

steel —often injuring themsetves.
The canoe and eso0rt Crews were
amnzed at the wildlife. Crew mem-
bers dowve af La Perouse Pinnacle,
where they swam with 6-foot
white-tip sharles, a passing seal, a
turtle nearly a vard across and a

ulua,
“They turn black when they're

angry of aggressive,” Kosakd said.
Coral reef researcher and crew

member Kanako Uchino, from .

Jepan, sadd the ubua surprised her,
“It doesn't look like he's scared.
He just come close to me, and
swing around me and constanthy
coming back 0 me — ke he was
dm:ln.ug us ot lusnmd of us

feld sald that's what was special
about the French Frigate Shoals
wildlife, “The wildlife, thev're at

home there, They're comfortable,
They're unthreaténed.

“I was i by the sheer
numbers of birds. are an in-
tegral part of this this
ocean planet, and the health of
the plamet ﬂﬁﬂﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂm
I've never seen that kind of num-
beers, It gives you a good feeling to
soe that kind of abundance,”
Blankenfeld said.

Marine researchers from o vari-
ety of agencies participate in re-
search at French Frigate Shoals,
workdng out of an old Coast Guard
farility on Temn, the largest of the
roels islands,

Researchers collect all kinds of
data, from shark-attack scars on
geals 1o asgessments of their scat
and spew, said Suranne Canja, a
Maui resident who is the field
camp leader for the monk seal

team of NOAA Fisheries, an
agency of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administradion.

“Almost adult seal has
shark scars," said Dan Luers, a ma-
rine binfogist from Ohio in his third
geason at Tern,

In 1547, there was a persistent
problem of male seals “mobbing”
or attacking females and pups.
Many pups died, and
sharks started feeding on them.
around Trig Island. Since then,
Galapagos sharks have been re-
turning annually to eat seals during
the pupping season.

That's just one of the problems
seals face, Some estimates are
that there were as many as 2,50
Hawalian monk seals in the
1950s, but the population de-
clined to about 1,300, despite
massive research for more than a

sy

decade.

Some researchers believe that
the Northwestern Hawailan Is-
lands are a source of other marine
life in the main islands as well, that
larvae from the abundant marine
life hers help resupply Hawai'i's
depleted reafs.

“There is a very nice hopaful
spirit, to be next to the extraordi-
narily diverse abundance of life,”
Thompson said.

The douhle-hulled canoe's mis-
sinn, In part, i to bring home to the
people of Hawai the posaitilities
of a healthy enwironment, i kind
found in the Northwestern Hawai-
ian Islands.

“That sense of wildness nialas

nnhdhﬂunmmmﬁadhupa-%

fuol,” Thompson said.

i, P T e et s

‘sheer number of birds’ at French Frigate Shoals

0&A:

in your wake?

). Do you ses any phosphores-
eence ot night In your wakie of
elsswhareT — Bradley Shiolds

A, There has been quite a bit of
phosphorescanca. The litte bits
of gow run along the sides of
i canons as i moves through
e water Bt night and swirs in
our veake, When waves an big,
they sometimes wash inta opan
aress near thie canoe's stem,
and you can sometimes ses bits
of gliow in the water thene s it

| pors gl the scuppers, which

allow water to drein eway from
The vessal.

- - ’H-I".
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Hokiile‘a: Canoe leaves tomo:

FROM PAGE B1

Hékiile'n sailed to an anchorage
about a mile from Tern Island,
dropped one anchor off the right,
or starboard, side and another off
the port side. The escort boat Kama
Hele tied up to an exdsting mooring
nearby. Some crew members
chose to sleep on board and others
at the U5, Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice center on Temn, a former Coast
Guard station that has a 3,000-foot
coral runway. Ong crew member
Ma'alehu Anthony, was to lesve the
mﬂmﬂuhm%#ﬂma
chartered Fish and Service
flight. That leaves a crew of 12 on
the canoe,

The vessel was to spend last
night and tonight at the atoll, visit-
ing with and perhaps workdng with
marine researchers studying pro-

tecting sea birds, monlk seals. tur-
thes and others of the multitude of
and reefs. i

Ome thing the crew wis ready for
was normal sleep.
noe is not constant
volves being awake much of the
pending canoe's needs. o

on the

Somsone's shift might be over as
the cance reaches an island, but
the whole crew is expected to par-
ticipate in the anchoring and set-
tling-in process, and then a crew
member might be assigned to an-
chor watches, When the canoe sels
sall in the morning, everybody’s in-
volved again. As much #s gix hours
of steady sleep isa ;

tably salling master Bruce Blank-
enfald and master fish-cooker Rus-
gell Amimotn, whose nickname 15
the “Iron Chef.” Blankenfeld and
Amimoto are also the canoe's main
fishermen.

A valued crew member who
asked that his identity be withheld
is sometimes called “Snack Dad-
dy," for the breadth of his stores of
swests,

Several crew members partic-
pate in daily satellite radio inter-
views with schoolchildren.

Until his departure from Temn Is-
land, slectrical wizard Anthony
kept track of battery power, wiring,
solar charging and radio equip-
ment. In his final bours on the ca-
noe, he was frantically giving les-
sons to other crew members in

Another valued skill on board is
making do, which can run from

. Could you provide us with a it-
e more background nformation
on the navigator, Ka'iulanl Mur-
phy? — D. Imoto

A, Murphy, 25, was raised In afanm-
ing family in Waimea, Hawai'i, Az 8
child she worked in her mother's
family taro patches in Waipi'o Val-
ley, She remembers that her class
took @ field trip to ses Hikle's
when sha was in elementary school,

Q&A: What's the navigator’s background? What do you eat?

in collega, when she leamed that
Mairoa Thmpson was 8
nayigation course, she it. She
haxs continued her : stud-
les and his voyaged considerably,
She hag 8 degrea in Hawslian stud-
jas and & on the educational stafl
at the Polynesian Vovagng Society.

Q. What do you e=t? Just fish? 1
Jova sashimi. | go to Hawal'l Kal

is reading about Hiklle's to mo.
— Alana Ako, sga 5

A, We have stoned food in case we
don't cateh fiah, but wea've baen
ey with two mahirmenl, an ‘ahi
and an Wy, 3 deap-sed SNAPPET.
We had mathirmshi sashimi with a
mayonnalsewasabishoyu sauce.,

Ask the crew a question by going o
the. homoluluadvertizer.cam,hoke

lea/gands,
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rrow for Gardner Pinnacles

eomverting duct tape into all man-
ner of things, to a successful inven-
< S8 e o R e
a no specialized aqui
ment is available. The system in-
volved a Swiss Army mult

tool, a hammer, a screwdriver, a
wide chisel and a pair of pliers.

/

mﬁr the vessel is
to leave the next speck of
mm%whn i

aga, Gardner Pinnacles — two
rocky landfalls, the largest of
which is only 300 long. But
they are s try G00,000
acres of coral reef habitat with at
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AS‘“P break near Tern Island

g

Hmm—ﬂm

sea bird hitched a night-

long ride on Holaile'a’s stern

e P e Tk

French Frigate |

s wings to gracefully fy off ; large -

_ﬂulﬂsﬁeamﬂ# A voyage to the fioot vessel surfed the waves
ﬂmrﬂmrh:d “jﬁ Northwestem Hawaiian  and occasionally swoop

ﬂHWh“B board the canoe, Islands with Hiskile'a off course as it dowmn

i - faces longer than the canoe.

1ts head into its back feath- Follow Hldie'a onfing &t In the lee, it picked up a
S pesnd ot Cie intlarollar, | CUEEE S SR {ood wind and cruised at
humans moving around on 0 mph. It steered ar
deck, and swung its beak in . the southem side of La Per-

ﬂmhrhlmlghtm-- once more proved the effec- ouse Pinnacle, a rock out-
Holaile'a ended its non-  tiveness of Nainoa Thomp- cropping south of the is-
Isestrument som's system of navigation land's main reefs, which is

iment after sailing two 150-  and proved agsin tha it is § e

ng i5 8 ;

mile-plis ocean channels o system others can learn. i o e

tiny islands The voyages Yesterday morning, crew See BOWDLE', BS
-

SEE - . SN
MW TEWNBRUGGRENCATE o T Homadiili Acker|lzey
HBkitle'a nevigator Ka'iilani Murphy checke out
hitchhiking booby. Ta the left of the bind are & Carved
mage and the lite. phone antenna dome,

Gl R
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