A. Binion Amerson, Jr.
4020 Brookhaven Club Drive, Apt. 1520
Dallas, Texas 75234
214/241-1726

CHEISTMAS 1983
Deceomber 17, 1983

Greetings: Gﬂ_ﬁ-ﬂ"g-—

Tes, Christmas 1983 has arrived. Yesterday morning, "0ld Man Winter" turned Dallas
inte a winter wonderland with from two to six inches of snow over various portions
of the area. Of course it didn't last very long, but it sure got everyone into the
Christmas spirit real fast. Additional snow is predicted for tonight and tomorrow.
Maybe Dallas will have a White Christmas after all!

The year 1983 has been very productive for me. My Senior Technical Writing posi-
tion with American Micro Products, Inc. (AMPI), 705 N, Bowser, Suite 125, Richard-
son, Texas 75081 (214/238-1815) has kept me extremely busy writing and editing
instruction manuals for computer software for such major computer companies as
Epson, NEC, Radio Shack, Sharp, Texas Instruments, Timex-Sinclair, and Xerox. I am

certainly enjoying the exciting work. Also, I am learning a bit about computers in
the process.

The long awaited publication of my two volume monograph "Wildlife and Wildlife Hab—
itat of American Samoa. Volume I, Enviromment and Ecology, Volume II. Accounts
of Flora and Fauna" by Amerson, Whistler, and Schwaner (editied by E. S. Banks) be—
came available in March 1983 (actually published in December 1982). A free copy
may be obtained by writing to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Fed-
eral Aid, 500 N.E. Multnomsh Street, Suite 1690, Portland, Oregon 97232.

Sgme  of my spare time has been spent trying to improve my physical fitmess, For
most of the year, I have been swimming laps (up to a mile) several times a week.
Also, in October, I started working out on Nautilus equipment three times a week,
The hard work is paying off; I certainly feel a whole lot better.

I alse have found time to do a little free-lance editing and environmental/ecologi-
cal consulting. I'm presently involved with completing am important wetlands docu-
ment for my previous employer--Environment Consultants, Inc. (ECI), Dallas, Texas——
as part of mitigation measures for construction of the Southern Tier Expressway in
Western New York for the New York State Department of Transportation.

Again this year I'l1l be spending Christmas with my Mother in Macon, Georgia. I am
certainly looking forward to visiting with family and friends over the Holidays.

Here's wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year[!!

Beat repards,

\)
G5 TP fele Ders oy IS
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1089-4 41e Moana Blvd.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
July 1, 1969

Huseum of Natural Hietory
omithesonian Inatitution
Washington, L, G, 20560

Lear kr. Benlon Amersopn

Reed en article io today's Honolulu Acvertiser
by eeclumnist Bob Krauss whereln you sought in-
lformetlon about French Frigate Shosls, Yhis
letter will outline my experiervce regarding the
ghoals,

In September of 1946 I first errived at the shpals
by plene to take charge of operations for our newly
Tormed fighing compesny. The Navy hed left 1o 1945
and thereafter two aeparate flshing vessels had prro=-
fitebly opereted theresbouts,

Uelng a comblmatlion of fishing boats end alrplanes

my work in end sround the shosls extended from 1546
through 1958. I Leve hed wildely verled experiences
concernoing ihe shoals and poeslbly the longest tenure
there 22 & working individual, Your observations in-
dicate your awareness of the sreas bleak desoclation
and leck of conviences wilech ¢id creste neny probleme,
Were it not for a youthful plonserline apipit 1 do

not feel many of us would have ventured to sueh a
plece, In retrospect the original ides secemed pre-
mature, Muclh knowledge wes gslned durlng the years of
operatlon though not much profit,. It is my opinoion
that the supply of sea Tz06 Bt the giinala will come
into 1is own evertually, pertleularly since the Haw-
allep Islaod Tlebery (lnshore) ls belng depleted
steagily.

I 1 can be of service feel free to write., 1 dg
gtlll have some phstos and movlies and newapaper
stories and clippincs about the plece,

Very truly yours,

53&5%&4 ;fg e

Louis K, “Agerd Jr,



20 August 1569

Mr. Louie Agard, Jr.
1089-A Ala Moans Rlvd.
Honolulu, Hawaii 6814

Dear Mr. Agard;

Many thanks for your letter of 1 July. My apologies for not writing
earlier, but I have only recently returned here to Washington., I am
delighted you respended to Bob Krauss' article about French Frigate Shoals,
I had tried to contact you as well mg Frank Opperman, by phone several
times while in Henolulu, but never was successful.

I am enclosing a copy of the first draft of my section on the fishing
industry at French Frigate Bhoals during 194G-1948. 8o far, I've mainly
gotten the information from newspaper articles and Hawaill Aeronsutics
Commiseion correspondence. I found & few references to the fishermen in
the log books of the East Island Coast Guard Station. From this data and
hopefully your help I can "peef up" this eection considerably. Since I
will not be back in Honolulu in the near future to diecuse thie with you,
I euppose we will have to resort to lettere. I will now list several
questions the anewers to which would be helpful to me.

Was your company Beaside Flehing Co., Heaweiisn Tuna Packersg, or gome-
thing different? Who else were ownere in your company and do you know stho
owned the others? Also, how many men were involved; cne reference eaid
thelr agee were from 15 to 67, is this true? You said you first srrived st
French Frigate Shoale in Beptember of 1046 mnd that prior to that time two
fishing veszels hed cperated thereaboute sgince the Navy pulled most of their
men svey in 1945. What wae the nemes of these vessels and what others wers
later involved. Did they go back and forth to Heoolulu periodically or did
they work solely cut of Tern Ieland? How often did your plane come to
French Frigate Shoals? Were you using Transsir Hevaii (a DC 37) or a plane
of your own?

The Comst Guard log for 5 September 1948 eays "1600 ILCM departed for
Tern Island to meet Transeir Hewaii plane and pick up meil and supplies -
2050 LOM returned;" and for 7 Beptember "1100 Agard and party put mshore to
await message from Honolulu - 1330 Agard and party departed.” Did you bring
mail and supplies to the Coast Quard etation often? Ancther geries of log
entries reads: "2l July 1949 - 1130 Fishing boat (converted ®ash boat with
gray hull hove into sight standing in for French Frigate Bhoels... 26 July =
1425 Agard plane Lockheed Lodestar N 5601V over East enroute Tern Island...



it

27 July - 0945 Received mail from Aerc Fisheries. Mr. Jack Beatty, Burz
Agard, and Capt. Btanley Jablhon (USAF) oo board. 1100 Visltore.departed.
=+s 17 August 1949 - 1020 Established radio contact with Aero Fisheries
plare,.. 1055 Flene engine conked out... 1112 Advised CCGD 14 by dispatch
giving course epeed and latest position of the plane... 1401 Port Allen
Fedio (CAA) sdvised that plane F5601V had landed safely st Barking Bande,
Kaual." Would you comment on this ineident and were there othersf

Would you go into detall ae to the fishing operation itseli'? What
type fieh were you after and how did you catch them? Did you fish both
inshore and offshore? Was the operation semsonal? Did you take turtles?
If go, do you have any reccllection as to numbers taken? Did you ever
have refrigeraticn on Tern for holding your fish? If not, how did you
keep them fresh? Did you fish arcund eny of the other Leeward Hawaiian
Jelands while operating from French Frigate Shoals?

Did you vieit or work off any of the other islands at French Frigate
ghoals besides Tern? There are some metal pipemin the water on the lagoon
side of Trig and Whale-Skate Islands (the latter is now one combined
igland). The pipes are emall {approximately 1 to 2") and are set in & line
(3 in one place, 2 in another at Whale-Bkate; 2 st Trig) running perpen-
dicular to the ghore line. There are alec two rather large (5-6") pipe
sticking out of the lagoon beach of Whale-Skate Islend; both are rusted off
at ground level. Also on Whale-Bkate we found what locke 1ike s figh trap,
Several metal hoops covered with poultry wire (1" mesh) were found partially
buried at the weet end of the igland, At the other end we found & long
piece of poultry wire (1" mesh). Might theee have been placed there by
your fishing compamy?

You mentioned in your letter that you heve photos, movies snd news-
paper articles mbout French Frigate Bhoals. Would you be willing to loan
them to me and would you let us duplicate them? I heve. seen many of the
newspaper articles but may heve missed pome. I would of course return
the loaned artleles to you. Did you or any of your men keep s journal,
log bock, or diary while at French Frigate Shoals? Thie would be of interest
to me also.

Fhotoe would be very valuable, especially if they contain wildlife,
Very little is known about the animal 1ife at French Frigate Bhoals during
and just after World War II. I have been going to French Frigate Shoals
each year since 1963 (except 1964) and have epent some six monthe there in
all. I am currently writing a biologicel report mbout our work at French
Frigate Bhosls. I'm summarizing all that is known about the terrestrisl
animel life (birde, mammals and reptiles). In writing about man's
influence on the French Frigate Shoals wildlife, I've gotten involved in
writing a hietory of the atoll, My first draft i already quite lengthy
and I've got & lot more to add. The Navy mnd Coast Quard have been very
helpful in obtaining officiml logs, correspondence, and other reccrds.

F
.'l-
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I have asked you too many questiocns in this letter, but I hope

. you have time to answer most of them in & return letter. I em enclosing

a franked gelf-addreesed envelope ae well as & malling label. The latter
can be used for sending the photos and movies. Please reglster the package
containing your photos: the frank should take care of the gost of register-

Ing it.

If you have access to a tape recorder, you may want to tape your
answersinetead of writing them. I so, I'll pend you & mailable tape. In
sny case, I'll be anxious to bhear from you again.

Best regards,

A. Binion Amerson, Jr.
Besearch Curastor
Facific Ocean Blological Burvey Program

enclosures



1080-4 Al:s _iopAna Blwvd.
Honoluly, He wali 2E8l4
Auguat 25, 1969

Dear ¥r. 4. Einlon Amerson Jr,

fiegd with interest your letter end enclosures. ¥Yes, I will
try to £ill in the general outline of evente and ncte eny =lg-
nificant happenlng.

Your first gquestion of parsgraph three, the nsme was hawallan
Amerlcan Fisheriles ln s joint venture wlth 3easlde Flshlng Co.
Hawailan Amerlcen was my company end Cpperman and kalpesa hed
Seaslde Fishiog, The firsi perscn to wisit the snoale flahing
WEE iﬂhn_ﬂnﬂnﬂi with the boat Sigba (leter to become famous when
it disappesred wlthout a trace and mll nands lost)., The early
trips of the Simba were profitsble epnd then Hawalian Tune Fkres.
sent the pampan S5ailfish down to work sucesafully with Trens-Air
Hawall for s few trips flying the fish back from the former rlghter
alr strip. Our venture followed both the Slmba end Sailfish trips.

To start we had chartered the small linter-island frelighter
"paizie C' to carry the land eculpment, nets and skiff bosts

to Tern isle. A Trans-Air plene (DC-3%) ferrled down the crew

and more egulpment. Zoth the boe-t and plane rendezvoued

on time to begip operations. As for the mens ages, 1t 18 irue

in fect one youngster waee only sixteen at the time and the oldest
Hawsiien men, "Steamboat" cleimed to be 67. The Slmba mede be-
tween 4 and B round boat trips to the shoals. The Ballfish made
once round boat trip with two plane lgads thrown 1o between. We
worked omly wlth skiffs and outboard motors the first two and one
nelf months, living eeshore ln the deserted Navy quarters and using
the LC-3 alrdraft to ferry ilo the flsh loads.

A new compeny Trans-Alr Hawalil usimp the LC-3 or C-47 made all
the initial flighte. Yes, our cheprier [llichts carried in ths
Coast puard malil, perishable supplies liie milik and ice cream
end also personnel on short leaves. 1hese [flishts were more
freguent, somethlpne llke once & week, than the regulerly scheduled
ehlp arrivale spaced at about once in three weeks. OCutslde of the
spught after maell new movie films were moat cherished and we car-
ried this in ale¢” on charters,

In early 1947 I reao & coverted landlog creft (LOM) the "3Silver"
from Honolulu to the snogls to reaupply the statlon and use as &
vwork bost. Thie 1s one of the longest open sem voyeages for this
type blupt nosed vescsel, more than 00 miles,

The entry regardine a converted crash boat maybe the "Alika"
later mentioned in tne log. The entry 26 July - 1425 Loceheed
Lodestar N S601lv wesn my own plepe purchased to Terry baca and
forth between the ghoals and Homplulu, This cralt was a liavy
saurplus bomber modifled to fib epeclfilicatlons. The name ol lhe
Company et that time was Aero Flsheries end the two genllemen
nemed oo boerd on arrlyal were =hareholoers. Anotner entry on
the plene is correct when it lostl one engine (starboard) due to

logs of oll, Thle was tne only lneldent of thkls kind,



Fage 2

As for the agtual filahing, wé were mostly netting in emallow in-
shore reefs for ubu, pzlanl (surgeon {ish) mol end aholehole. ihis
was when we flret arrived or between 1946 apd 1948, Wwe dla some
trolline for Ulus {GrﬁvElIE{1W1;n aucgii anf_ntnerismaI% tﬁnﬁaﬁfﬁfiée

after belung on the atolle lor awhlle ald we Iipa othe
SE%{ a8 akule {%ater becoming our coief guarry) weke and menpachl
(sguirrel rishk} We ¢1d almost no ollenore Tishing QHrlng %9%5
through 1948, The operstlon wes moetly ssasonal end depended on
good westher conditlons. Eelng all open to the winds and much
aeas Tishing was 4aifflicult,

When we Cirat arrived there seemed to be & greal many turtles
ang we capiured these for buthering and the market. Turtle
meat became one of the mainstayes ol our dlet, supplementing
beelf. The previously untouched turtle stock owlndled and could
no longer be consildered a commerciel underteiklng, 1 would suess
we took about 200 turtlee in the time we were there.

When we first set foot on Tern lsle thers was only quonset
huts snd.shop type bulldings without refrigeratlon. We had
shipped lo eculpment to rebulld the preefer box used by the Navy.
It worked well and we used 1t resgularly to hold the Tish ocetehes
until & plene load was ready to be transported. Qur IT'lrat plane
shipments were all lced I'lsh, Tke loe had beep Bblpped by the
freightar ”Ealzie C" ip insulsted boxes &nd esch plene flight
into the shoals carried lce.

Ags Tor Tishing around &ny of the other leeward Hawallen l1s-
lande while workinz the shoala, no, Althoush in later years
with my own sampen I dld fish all the Leeward islande from
Honolulu to Maro reefl.

We dld live on and work off ' all tne leleande in the French
Frigate lagoon ares. Settlng mostly day nets and someilmes
working at nlght. We 414 construet lorge fish traps both
etationary and porteble wlth only poor to falr sucess, Large
flsh, sharis and ulua would demage the traps and render them
uselegs.  Any strong westher creating asas would battar trapa
alaoc to make them lneffectlive. There were other trap operationa
conducted there by fishermen after we lelt 1n 1960.

1 am encloalng =ome plotures tazen thers when we first atarted
and will label the bscks to explein what they depliect, Also there
is an article which you may mot have seen by & good co-pllot
Iriend. 1 dld &sep a log of the opergtion moatly to determine
vtaen the fish made thelr runs but it hes long slunoe been loat,

I do have 8 goseette type recorder so 1f you would llke for me
to use 1t and send you some tapes on cuestlions you ask, 1 will try,
In reviewing the record of ehlps viplitis to #rencn Frigate 1 re-
cognlze severeal. The Alike 19apr 1%50 worked with us. The "Kaia"
19 May 1050 Was my vemael and saliled bacd sncg forith between there
and Honolulu witp catches. The "Joyita" worked with us also =nd
became one of the most mysterlous veaseele ever. (rel. 3 Aug. 1950)
Under the command of "Lusty" Miller She was found floatinmg LW the
gouth Fagific a deserted derelict and no cluea to this day as tag
what happened. : 8



FPage 3

Other fishing boats operating there were "Qsprey" 26 Jun, 1952,
whlch shipped water and sank west of and c¢lose to the ahoals.
The "Talhei Maru" & frecuent visitor te the eres and only sur-
viving sampsn todsy. The "Hoyo Maru" wnich slass senk in & hurricane
while nparating around the shpals and all handa lopst, ref. 23 Sep.
1955) These sampans were & part of a lapger fleet of deep sea Ilshing
boats ell of which were somenow loat in the process of conducting
operatlions,

Looking over your craft, I find it lntereating and presenting
the story es 1t wes., We did contact the Terrltories oft'ices to
use the strip on a permlt basls wlth the understandinog that we
would maintain 1t. We also contacted the offlces of the fish
and game department to obtalm permission to uee large fixed
traps 1o the area, During the winter of 1947 and 1948 we
had men on the island (Tern) continuocusly to preserve the ecuip-
ment and watch it agalnat theft,

In 1959 enother Jjoint venture was started. A plene woa pup-
chozed from Pacillle flrmotive (formerly beloncling to United Alp-
lines) and used for ferry flizhte. &lso & refrizerated veresel
"Oceanie" was purchesed to work st the snoale, hoeld fish for
ferry flights to Honolulu,

Juet as an added note,and fllmed,the only woman I Know of
to step on the lsland was Irma Agard in 1947 off of a Trans-Alr
Eawell planpe?

I bave tried to answer your guestlons, perhape not fully enough,
but you cen write for more clerlficatlon 1f needed.

Very truly yours,

i
- P o
ST

Lsuia'ﬂgarﬁ Jr.



11 Beptember 1969

Mr. Louis Agard, Jr.
1089-A Ala Moans Bvid.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Dear Mr. Agard:

Thank you very much for your informative letter of 25 August.
It was exactly what I needad. The pictures were very good end I am
currently having several of them copied; I will return them as soon
as they return from our photo 1lsb. I &lso read the news article
with interest; I am returning that with this leatter.

the end of

Alsc enclosed is & new draft of/ths Tern Island Navy Station
section, the Commerciamh Fishing section, and & new secticn on
Bacific Oceanic Fishery Investipgation. PFlease read thie over end
comment on 1t if you desire to do so. I have included = lot of
material from your letters and the article. If you find anything
wrong, or if anything should be added, let me know. Do you koow
any more on the Simbe and thelloyita? For instance, when did they
ﬂitnppanrandunﬁyunnﬂuhingtﬂyinth&!ﬁmntm
time? You mentioned that Irma Agard visited FFS in 194T; I assumed
she was your wife (see draft).

I em presently revising my entire manuscript draft and plan to
eend 1t to the U.B. Faval Institute in Ammapolis, Maryland, for
possible publication in book form.

Thenk you again for your help and I look forward to heering
from you again.

Best regards,

A. Binion Amerson, Jr.

Easearch Curator

Pacific Ocean Blologicael
Burvey FProgram



1L October 1969

Mr. Louls Agard, Jr.
10689-A Ala Moama Bvld.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96815

Dear Mr. Agard:

Your letter of 6 October and the enclosed logs, correspondence, and
othar material concerning French Frigate Shoals arrived this morndng. I
gm agaln most thankful for your contribution to my ¥FFS history. The oevw
material means that T will have to slightly rewrite the Coomercisl
Fishing ssction, but thet is fime for I hope to make the entire history
as complete as poselble. .The typlist in our office is presently almost
finished with the entire manuscript; I'm working on the Literature
Citad saction. The entire M5 should be well over 200 pages when com-
pleted.

In rechecking my early history data, I find that the first woman
to visit FFS was in 1888, 3 more were there in 1891, snd another in 1937.

On 22 April 1948, your log says: "Shae's barge grounded at Twin
Islands.” First, are you referring to Whale and Skate Islands (which
are now joined)}? And second, might this barge be the one that is still
present about 100 yards offshore (in the lagoon) of Whale Island? It
is grounded and sppeared to bave been driven onto the reef. I had
thought this may have been & barge that belonged to the East Island
C G Btation; they gave 1t to the Havy for & fishing flost and after £k
~that T don't know what bappened to it.

In regard to your 16 mm films, I think it best not to send them to
me here in DC. Unforiunately our field director has now left Homolulu,
othervies ba could have viewsd them. The only valus they would have
would be for the wildlife, especially birds on snoy of the §$84% islands.
If you think there may be bird pictures in thejTilm, I will write Mr.
Eupgane Eridler, the present Befugs Manspsr forthe Hawaiian Telandse
Wildlife Refuge, and see if he would view the film there in Honoclulu.

I am returning your material you sent me; I made copies for our §
fileg, I am aleo reiurning six of the photographs you sent me earliar;
the remainder etill bave not come back from the photo lab.

Thanks agajin for all your help.

Best regards,

Binion Amerson
Pacific Program



7 Novembar 1069

Mr. Louls Agard, Jr.
1080-A Ala Moane Bvld.
Honelulu, Hewaid o681k

Dear Mr. Agagd:
g Beven

Bnclosed are the ##% remmining photographs you eent me. Thanks
egain for sending them to me. I don't know how many of them I'11
end up using, but I'1l definitely use the small one showing the EToup,
as wvell as ths one of the Malzie C.
L

: My history is now completed and is being reviewed by the Smith-
atnian Press and U. B, Favy officials. I']l also send it to Coast
Guard for epproval. It is some 286 pages long., I'll keep you
posted on ite final cutcoms.

Thanks again for ell your help.
Best regards,

A. Binlon Amerson, Jr.
Pacific Program
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UNITED AIR LINES
=

Iailing address; FOD. Bor SA00, [FHare Injernsliseal Airport, Chicego, iWnois 50668 Plone 8851400
Location: Elk Grows Tornahip, Macds, on Rogde £F, one-fall mils wes! of Boufe &3

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
Mg, 13, 1969

Mr. Binilon lmersom, Jr.
Fupeun of Katural History
cnithsenian Instituticn
Weshington, D.C.

Dear-Mr. Amerson,

Lecelved Your letier of lug. 5, 1969 and will try to answer the questions and
meke = few more comments.

In checking my service record end the date entered my photo elbum I wes on
French Frigete Shoals from Cet. 1947 to first part of April 1948. In reply to
your guestion of Nevy hAerclogist leeving the island; There were two up til the
time I left. I wes told to come back to flest weather cntrl-not to wait for =
relief-ge the westher station was to be closed. So one Aerclogist stayed after
I left for almost a month to close up stetion, thet would meke it sbout mey 1948
when the lest Asrologist ik left the island, Our duties as Aerclogist wes to take
& surfece westher observation every hour during day light and teke an upper wind
spunding ever slx hours snd transmit them to fleet weether centrel in Honolulu.

I do not remember the Commanding officer's name, As I recall he wes &
Werrant Officer pnd nof to harzy sbout belng there. The stetion at that time
wes run very loose, (This might be the resson for the luck of records ard re-
rorts during thie time.) We did nc meintensnece work on eguipment or buildings.
A8 you cen tell by some of the pletures we wore just whet we pleased. The
Commsnder was very interested in ham redfc. Hé btuilé an elaborste set there ang
played with it day and night. Very often he would locate snother hem close to
someones home town snd we could send messsges home. Esch man hadé his own
epecial job—that is radio man, loran operstor, cock and ete and s long as he
cerried out his job that seemed to be £11 thet mptiered to the Commender.
ihig left us with & lot of free time, ee we did e lot of ewimming, speer fishing
end pleyed & lot of poker. The morele wes not tec bad, only when the suprly end
mail éidn't ghow for 6-8 weeks sometimes. When = CG Cutter would show up we
would grab end est & loaf of bread == it would taste like teke after belng out
Tor so long. The supply ship would leeve us eight new movies, cigsretts and
focd for e twe week eletment, but while I wes there they never did get back in
two weeks. (Christmas wes & very lonly time for us.)

The mumher of men wes 11=13 plus two nevy ferddogist ey this time. The
CG rersonnel stsyed for s yeer end were suspose to po into Homelulu for twe
veeks every three monthg-which B did not elweys hepren. The nevy men ststed for
sly monthe end reported back to fleet weether centrel in Honolulu. We hed one
old weapon earrier, one LOM, three dogs and es I steted a lot of "Gooney birds",
It wes Tumored thet there had never been s woman on the igland, and I expect
not til this dey. :

L

Lindid Air Lings” Rwe of Five: safely « passenper comiert - Scisidle dependabdily « homssiy « simcenily



e
UNITED AIR LINES
=

Mebng address: POL Bor S8, DMHare Intsrralional Airpert, Chicago, iinais 0585 Phone 8051400
Localinn: EM Grove Township, Wiasis, on Rouds 67, ane-hall mbe was! of Roufs 43

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

The 1947-48 winter wee not too bad-no high winds, tidal waves =nd ete.
we received one tldal weve warhing so we £11 put on life jeckets for & few hours
tnen it was cancelled. MNothéng of grect importance haprenad during my etay:
one man broke hig aokle-z plan from Honolulu ceme and got him, We had no
medical facllities what so ever. Of course the mine I mentioned created =
1ittle excitment, but that's eboul it for my stay-very routine end dull.

I g sending gll the pictures thet T heve of the men end island, will
meke cormente on beck. Flesse feel free to maske duplicedes of any of them
you can use. Hope this will be of some help to you. I would be very
interested in seeing the fingl product of your history of French Frigate
shogls,

Sincerely, ::

?H_,M
Forrest Clingrd

1 Green FPoshares Rd.
M eonguin, T11. &0102

United Air Cineg” fote of Five: safely « passenper comdord - schedule depeadehiidy « honesly « sincerify
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Milig addiasa: PO, Bee 8500, O'Hare Infernstlions’ Avpord, Chicago, Mnods BISI6  Phons 5251400
tocalion: Bl frowe Towaghio, iWnons, an Roule &8, sne-fall mile wes! of Rowle &3

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
July #3, 1959
ianion A.ermoh
sageum of Fatured Jietory
Sadihsonien Insiituiion
apnghingion, D,GC.
JEAr . amerson:
Afrignd in Hohclulu pent me the enclosed elipping from the lionmolulu peper,

dited July 1, 1969.

I s stetlofed on Trench Prigete Shopls in 1948 for gbout six mopthe. A

thet Lime there were eleven coasst guard personnel, myself and snother Hevy iserolepgist

ch

who were on tcoporary duly assigned To the ccesi gusvd o send in wecther reports

every hour. Thers wore elso 3 dogs and seversl thousand "gooney birds™.

4t thot time the Ioran- stetion wes loczted on the smgll isgland pome V=10 miles
rom the large island (celled term I believe where = smell lznding strip was
locsterd ) which wes being used by scme half dozen native fishermen, cne of wheom
wes Llovie Jgoird. Ve had aos6aell beat thol we used to a2 run over end visit the
Tisherman whah we got tired of cur own company.

«wone of the rumors that was meniionm in the paper happenaed while T was thers,

I gusss the most axciting thing was an old world ver 2 mine weshed @shore cne
ROrNing &nud orders came Irom lonolulu-tc blow it up, left guoite & holec
Thne supply end meil ghip wes sup ose to cone every gouple weeka-but it was

uowelly eboui iy weska-so we were alweys short of food end howesick for moil,.

!

wonetine the Tishing coupeny would bring our moil by plene s=ik when they flew

in whe peper we hod to meke our own woier.

cul to pick up the fieh. 45 stated
¥
«ot knowing for eerioin yhnt o infewetien you sra lookdng Tor this ooy net be

Undded Alr Lisa’ fivde of Five: safely « passenper comfar] - schedule dependebiiily « Ronesly - sincerify
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iang acdbdet PO Sor BR00, {'Harg nfarnational Airpord, Ciicegn, Wools 60555 Frione B24.1400
Localion: EM Grove Township, ros, on Rowle &2, onenall mie wes! of Roule 42

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

e

P SR el b - sy o ot R T g | = T i . s a0 - -

of any help to you. If you have oany gquestion thet I might be atle to Temenmber
T 5y | | - -y = = T e e = B - -
please fecl free to write. 1 wloo bove several pictures of the
igleng, men wod ete, thet T would send-but would want thes back.

cincerely,
' "‘-.:E-.h-"# {"?d-::'f"'"—'a’.'
orresy Climerd, Jr.
lreen Yastures 4.
O penguin, I,
L0102

=

- l:l
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Fishing Yonterests

The U.5. Navy, forgetting about Premch Frigste's status
af & federal wildlife reservation and thinking they owned
Tern Island, tried to hand cver the disestablizhed bage to
the Territory of Hawaii, The Territory refused, but discussion
on the issue continued. In early November 1948 the Territory's
Hawailan Aeronautics @ommizeion notified the Commandant of the
14th Waval District, Fearl Harbor, that it was "in a poszition
to take over the sirstrip and other facilities...and...maks
them available...to the fishing industry" (Hawaiian State
Archives, FFS file #1871).

As early as June 1946 Hawallan commercial fishermen began
to use the facilities. FEarly fishing boats enjoyed good
fishing which prompted the Hawsiian Tuna Packers, ILtd. to
send a vessel to the Shoals in mid-September 1946, HRoth
Honolulu newspapers (Beech, 19h8a, 1546b, 19b6e, 1gkfd, 1olbe;
Buchwach, 1946a, 1946b)} carried stories on the venture. Two
shipments of fish ware subsequently sent from Tern to Honolulu :
by chartered plane. l

In a joint venture two companies, the Hawallan-American
Figheries, headed by Louis K. Agard, Jr., and the Seaside
Flehing Co., run by Frank Opperman and Warren Haines, established
& ishing base on Tern Island early in November 19b6, They
chartered a DC-3 from Trans-Air Hawaii for transporting the
Tish. The companies obtained permizsion to use the air strip
from the proper Territory offices; the Hawaillan Fish and Game
Departmen -Bave—Lhem permission to use large fixed traps

(agard, In 111-.’1:;) ;

During the first three years of operation, Hawalian-'
American Fisheries grossed over $73,000 at the Shoals; profits
totaled almost $20,000. Had the company owned its plane, profits
would have been greater. Thus, a new corporation, Aero Fisheries,
was formed and a plane purchased by Apard and his partners., In
late July 1549 cne flight was completed. Mechanical difficul=
ties grounded the plane in mid-August and the corporation did
not have the Teserve r'inances to continue the plane operation
(Agard,~in 1itt.).

Variéus commercial fishing vegsels vigited the atoll in
the 1950's with varying success, In 1959 Agard started another
Joint venture, and even purchased a rEfr%gBratEﬂ“qgaael and a
plane. This too was short-lived (Agard, in 1itt. ).

Ep—— e

In August 1948 the Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigation
(POFI), with headquarters in Honolulu, was organized by the
Bureau of Commerclal Fisheries of the 1.3, Fish and Wildlife
Service. 8ince 1948, POFI vessels visited French Frigate
Shoale on numercus cccasicns (POFI, ma.).

b

Sk
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] its arrival at the Shoals, 168 turtles had been collected.
Agsuming a single adult turtle ylelds three pounda of tortolse
shell (Paregons, 1962), about 3k5 turtles were taken by the
Ada's crew. Turtles were not eliminated, however, for great
numbers were present in early 1588 when the Wandering Minstrel
vigited the atoll (Farrell, 1928), ==z well ss3 in May and June
1891 when the Kaalokai surveyed the atoll (Walker, 1909;
Munro, 194la).

The USB Rainbow's hydrographic survey of French Frigate
Shoals in the late gummer apnd fall of 1914 found turtles
plentiful (U.5. Nat. Archives, Mod. Mil. Hist. Div.,

Rainbow corresp., R.G. 37, 1132-100666). Turtles and turtle
eggs, a8 well az evidence of previous turtle slaughter, were &
found by Wetmore (ms.) during the April 1923 visit of the :

Tanager Expedition. f

Two commercial fisbing companies, the Hawalian-American
Flgheries, headed by Louis K. Agard, Jr., and the Seagide .
Fishing Company, established a fishing base on Tern Iesland in [
Hovember 1! . A great many turtles were captured and taken to %
the Honolulu market. Turtle meat became one of the mainatays 2
of the crew's diet, supplanting beef. However, the turtle
mumbers dwindled, probably more as a result of human disturbance ;
! than actual killing, and soon turtle was bot taken for the b
| commercial market. Agard [lg litt.) estimates taking about
200 turtles betwsen 1545 and lﬁigf Commercial fighermen sgain
took turtle from the atoll in the spring of 1957 (POFI, 1957).

.

HDPG, BSFW, AND POBSP personnel have recorded turtles on
almoat all wisits during the 1960's. All turtle observations
at Freneh Frigate Shoals are presented in Tables 4-9.

. R

Annual Cycle

] French Frigate Shoals' Green Sea Turtle population is

the largest in the Hawaiimn Islands. Turtles have been recordad

year-round. The adult population i= lowest in the fall, winter,

apnd early spring. The highest population oeccurs in the late )
spriong and summer and coipeldes with breeding. Copulatlon has 2
been observed in early May; nesting usually commences in late

May. Infrequent egg-laying has been noted in August and Sep=-

tember. Hatehlings probably appear in late Jaly and are commonly

seen in August and esarly fall.

Hendrickson (1969: 90) suggests that French Frigate Shoals'
turtle hatechling production exceeds that of all the other
Hawailan pestiog sites combined.




Table 4,

E&t!

Green Ses Turtle ocbgervations at Eset Island

Breeding Status, Remarks, and References

1955
1956

1957

1959

1961

1963
19564

1965

1966

Fopuletlion
of Survey Estimate
May 5 2
Apr, 11 2
June b 6
Apr. 24 10-15

May 11 12
July 21 L
Feb. § L
Mar. & 1
July 13 3
June pregent

June T=11 20+

Bept. 27 )

Aug. 5-10, 32+
23-28

Mar, 23 L

May 13 12-15

June 10-1%, 5-24%
16-21

ﬁ.uE + 15-21'" 1 _3"'
26=30

Bept. 13-14% 86+

Medium-sized (POFI, 1955).

Ca. 100 1bs. each (POFI, 1556a),

{POFI, 1056b).

(POFI, 1957).

(POFI, 1957).

Deed, eppeared to have been killed, but
not butchered; 0 sdults diurnally; 33
eets of fgirly fresh haul-out tracks on
beaches; nest plts (FOFI, 1959).

In nearby water (POFI, 1961a).

Dead newly hetched turtle (MpFg, 1961h).
(POFL, 1961c).

Conziderable number noted, nest pits
(HDFG, 1962a).

Adulte nightly; mueh egg laying {PDEEP, 1963).

Desd: 2 adults, 3 hatehlings; 250 nest
pits counted (BSFW, 1964b; POBEP, 1964),

Adults: I, 319: numercus hatehlings;
5-20 mdults daily; 99 laying nightly
(FOBSE, 1965b).

Adults: 2, 2 unknown (BSFW, 1966a ).

L

Copuletion cbserved (POFI, 1956).

Adulte obrerved deily; 5+ 99 laying
nightly (POBSE 1966a).

Adulte daily; some laying egms; hetchlinge
present (POBSF, 1966bL).

1 edult 9 at night may have hauled up to
lay eggs; BS hatchlings seen on the 1lth
(BSFW, 1086b).

L T - i
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Eetimating the Green Sea Turtles' population is complicated
by several factors, Adult turtles of both sexes bask on the
beaches during the day, perhaps, as Hendrickson {in 1litt.) hae
suggeated, to ald in digestion of their food.l If qisturbed by
humans, these baskers leave. Adult females lay their eggs cnly
at night and may relay after about a week, Tagging has ehown
that there is a large daily ieland populatlion turnover, with
new turtles being found each day. Few turtles are seen within
the lagoon. Thie indicates that turtles return to the geag after
bagking in the sun or laying egge on the island. In 1965, 85
adult turtles were tagged by POBSP on 3 igzlands during August;
an average of 5 turtles was tagged on each of the 1T days
tagging occurred, Thue, if new turtles arrived and departed
each day, thls would mean roughly 150 using each of the 3
islands during the month, or a total of L50 for these 3 ielands
for August. But this is a minimum figure for several were lost
or migeed each day and from 5 to 20 were actually observed each
day. Using 10 as a more realistic average, the estimate for
these 3 lslands then becomes 900. If we conzider those using
the other 2 turtle ielands in the atoll, the August population
could range from 650 to as many as 1,300,

The June and July breeding populstions are probably higher
than in August for ae many as 60 turtles have been counted on a
single island at one time, The total populetion using the atoll
may be very large. Hendrickson (1969: 90) discussed the PORSP
August 1065 estimates and noted that they were "highly tentative,"
but suggests "that one might mzeume twice the August number to
represent the month of July and take the same increment for the
early part of the season. One would then obtain g figure of
between 2,600 and 5,200 turtles as the Mawaiisn breeding popu-
lation (1 + 2 + 1 times 650 - 1,300, and ignoring all other
island pestings)." He then states "flatly that this estimate
has little basie and is not to be trusted," but then notes "that 1t
doee not appear to conflict viclently with any other available
information.”

BEMW personnel, assisted by POESP personnel, inaugurated a
tagging operation throughout the Worthwest Hawailan Ielands;
present and future retrap data will provide more information an
French Frigate Shoals' turtle population., These data are being
analyzed by Kridler and Bincock.

1 The surrounding water, being cooler than at other breeding
areas, may hinder digestion; basking in the sun weuld aid
the digestive procees.
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