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Date: Mon, 20 Jan 1937 07:21:28 -0700 ,

From: "RES_NWHR.HON" <R8__NWHR.HONEnbs.govs -

To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus

Subject: Re: UAE trip UAE

Gao- _,.-v-""frh

Only bock I have is a little bock called how to write the Arabic
alphabet (which is about as far as I've geone to this point). WNothing
much in there about customs and certainly little about pronunciation.

Given my limited understanding, I know that there are complications
regarding phonetics of Arabic and that it is best to hear it if you

want to speak it correctly. I‘m still struggling to learn to read it
let alone speak it.

Re: customs. Only thing I can advise is my perscnal experience
traveling to different countries in middle east. Some pointers I
found useful:

-Never show the scles of your feet to ancther person when sitting.

-Never eat with your left hand (you generally eat with your hands over
there) .

-It 18 impolite to refuse food or drink when it is offered.

-It takes an excruciatingly long time to get business done. Often,
there will be long preamble involving tea and cakes and discussions
before the bottom line is (circuitously) reached.

A good book you may want to purchase is a travel guide to either Saudi
Arabia or UAE or cne of the other middle-eastern countries. Publisher

is called {ggng;y‘elgggpﬂ, We used one of their guides for ocur trip
to Viet Nam and it had an excellent spection on dos and don'ts.
Available at most major bookstores.

TMW

Reply Separator

Subject: URE trip

Author: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus at
HEZ-Internet-Gateway
Date: 1/19/97 9:19 PM

Thierry- Since you mentioned to me you were studying Arabic, might you be
able to recommend a small boock of phrases, and maybe even customs, that I
could pick up? Is there any tonal complication to the language, like
Chinese? Or French? Or, can the sounds be read fairly straight forward
from a bocklet, like Japanese. BMAny tips you can offer would be
appreciated. Geo.

tA 2R s R st AR iR R AR R EEETELESE X

George H., Balazs
National Marine Fisheries Service
Marine Turtle Research Program
Honolulu Laboratory
2570 'Dale Street
Honolulu, HI 96822-2395%
Tel: (B08) 943-1240
Fax: (B0B) 943-1290
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HEMN next vou have the opportunity
Wnt’ travelling along the beaches outside

Aden, keep a sharp eye for signs of the
ereen turtles (Chelone mydas) that are moving
along the South Arabian coastling through the
year. Broad tracks on the sand-dunes show
where the female tuctle has left the sea at the
period of full moon when: the tides are high, in
search of @ suitable site to lay her epgs.
Cecasionally a dark head may be een bobbing
among the waves off-shore as a turtle comes up
to breathe and take its bearings. An estimated
quarter of & million turtles are spread along the
coastline from Perim Island to the larthest
extent of the Mahra coast.

A prass cater
An wir-breathing repiile, living in the sea, the
green turthe is, however, tied to the land because

54

THE GREEN TURTLE IN

SOUTH ARABIA

Freshly caught
turglag @n the
beach.

Phada © ¥, T, Mindy

the young turtles are hatched from eggs which
must be laid ashore in the warm sand. A mature
animal may weigh 300lb. depending on its age,
and the overall length of the top shell may reach
four fect, The male is characterized by a long
prehensile tail and a horn-like hook on the
leading edge of each of the front flippers. The
male very rarely lands on the beaches, but some
are occasionally stranded in shallow  water
during the breeding scason. The female has a
relatively short tail and after mating emerges
from the water ta lay her cgos.

The turtles gather on the turile pastures where
there is a good growth of the grass Gymodocea
sp., the main component of the animal's diet. In
some areas turtles are found in association with
the sea-cow (Dugong dugong), an air-breathing
mammal which also feeds in shallow water, It is
on these postures that the turtles feed and sieep
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Turtles macing { photopraph taken ynder
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The terning of Temale twrles on he beaches
during the breeding season is not popular along
the coast of South Arabia duc to the fuct tht
the animals come ashore in isolated areas where
it is difficult to obtain transport 1o carry the
unimals to processing stations, This is in itself an
ceonomical control  limiting  this deplorable
method. Cupture by nets is far more efficient
iand selective,

Live storapge

The care of turtles ufter capture and prior to
processing is an operation developed from long
experience in this indusiry. As the rib capge of
turtles is not designed to support the weipht of
the body for long periods and the danger of
suffecation would arise, the unimals must be
stored on their backs, The hewd must be S
ported by a wooden pillow at the correct level
Lo allow for Iree respiration when the amimal is
stored in this munner. Since turtles are prone
o preumonia and sun-burn they must be stored
in the shade, sheliered from draiughis, amd must
nol huve water thrown on them. When correetly
handled in this way the animals ure stll quite
it ufter fourteen duvs. Alernatively, 4 turle
krual may be buili for |1-L'li|li|'|y: the turles, sur-
rounding an arex of clean water wnd covered
by a roof of matting for shade

Turtle products of comnerce

The commercial products obtained from the
green turtle are channclled 10 o luxury retail
trade. Turtle soup, wade basically Trom beef
benes and stock, contuing 3 certain amount of
turtle meat, simile o the picce of pork in oo
win of beans. The plutinous consistency of
turtle soup s assured by Uw use of @ dricd
resimous substines extracted from bgtween (he

plates and bones of the shell and skeleton: this
is called calipash. und calipee. the dried flesh of
the flippers und neck. is reconstituted and added
to the basic soup.

The green turtle fat, from which the wnimal
abtains its name, is rendered down and the oil
obtained is used in the preparation of Unguent
lotions, turtle creams, and shaving and toiler
waps. The oil is alse used medicinally.

Turtle eggs can be processed 1o obtain o NErY
fine gquality oil which is required for ceriuin
intricate machinery. The shell of the green turtle
has no commercial value as the plites uare
reputed 1o bé too thin.

&
Conservation measures

The conservation aspect of the green turtle
industry is always uppermost in the minds of
those concerned. The annual upiake of the
market for turtle produce in Europe is not large
and con be easily flooded. Since the market js
supplied by several producing arcas, each in
competition with the others, excessive prosdug-
tion is not feasible: the economic control is
therefore quite ctfective,

Assistance s being sougln from overscas by
the Department of Fisherics of the Federal
Government o carry o research into the Life
history and migration of the green turtle. and
also adviee on the establishment of turtle furms
and hatcheries where the young turtles can
be protected from their nutural cnemies watil
sbch time as they are uble (o fend for themselves.
These methods of hushandry within the indusi r
are just a3 cssentinl as reafforesistion in the
timber industry of other couniries.

* * *

With these points in mind the traveller along
the beaches near Aden may keep o watch lor
young turtles, or mawure turtles stranded in
shuallow water and helpless on the beach, aind
guide them back to their natural element. The
purchuse of baby turtles and wrtle cggs offercd
lor sale should be avoided. Very few of the
peeple living on the coust of South Arabia cat
turtle meat for religious reusons; poor fishing
communities, however, carn badly  needed
money by the caplure ol mature turtles Tor
provessing.  This increased prosperity can b
redsonably ensunad o measures are taken 1o
proteet the epgs and the voung.
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fradene), which take the tiess podl ol ||-.._EE'~|'1:1'|1-_..I'
teerthes. 1y e durs Ve breedime sezson Dhat the
simell of turtles atiracis sharks in the slallow
wister aml large pumbers of small sharks again
cul down the runks ol the survivors, Perhaps
three per eent of the hatchlings are lelt to reach
matturily. However, even the large mature turtles
are liable wo sttack by vhe tiger shark (Goafeererde
eurvier) and frequently turle heads, Mippers and
picees ol shell are Teund in the stomichs of these
sharks. Female tartles have boen observed with
stumps of flippers presumably amputoted by
these fierce produtors.
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Sucker fish and turtles

A wommoen traveller with the green wntle is
the sucker-lizh | Remmra remora), which grows 1o
cighteen inches sml hos on the back of its hood
i Mt swcker which is in et a modified fin engb-
ling this fish 1o adhere to the under shell of the

L] 1 ..
', e L LS B

9 turtle, In this way it obtains frec transport and
e also free food. since when the turtle foeds it is
e able to pick up fragments lefl lving about: o
. large proportion of the food of the sucker-fish

consiats of the facces of the turtle. The sucker-
fish docs not harm the turtle in any way, und
consequenly it cannot ke called o parasite.

Set a fish to catch a turtle

Fishermen of the Bajun Islands, off the Kenya
cimst, make wse of the sucker-hsh to catch
3 turiles. First they cateh the fish by using a baited
hook and keep them alive in a section of the
canoe where fresh sen water s contained hetween

Female (rap) and mala turtles, shawing langer
tail of the male
Phate : ¥, T, Hiris.
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1*|:_-!T'$:=|r|i|in-|1~- fermimg & small tank, The
ish are resularly led and frequently exereised
hy making them stick o the side of the bowat and
wently. bt with incressing ¢fTort as the days go
by, pulling the tuil, and consequently streagthen-
ing the back muscles of the fish. In this way the
fish are sirengthened und handled and treated
a5 valuable pets. When the lisherman considers
that his protepé is sulliciently strong i small
iron ring is litled over the narrow part of the
el zned e thes o line s aiached,

The lsh is then released into the water over o
turtle pasture. The natural instinet of the sucker-
fish drives him 1o find 2 turtle and this he does,
in due course lixing himsclf to the larpe animal
by means of the sucker on the back of his head.
thus muking eontact between the fisherman in
the canoe ond the turgle on the sca Moor,

At this stage the fisherman clips on to the line
holding the sucker-fish another small iron ring
containing a miniature grapnel iron. This ring.
attached to x sccond line, is allowed 1o slide
down the first ling leading to the turthe, As the
grapncl swings beneath the turtle the fisherman
strikes with a strong pull, driving the hooks into
the under shell of the turtle, and in this way
ensures the catch. This is a skilled operntion
peculiar to the Bojun [slands and was shown
in detail in the film * West of Zanzibar.™

Oiher methods of capture

Crther methods of catching twurtles include the
use of floating walls of laree-mesh nets in which
the creatures become entangled, but  beciuse
these nets have no weights attached to the
bottom the turtles can surface in order to
breathe and consequently can be collected alive.

The more common method used to eapiure
Lurtles in South Arabin is the beach seine net.
One end of the net is anchored to the beach, the
main portion being shot around 3 section of the
turtle pasture, and the other end is then brought
buck to the beach again. The fishermen then hau)
both ends of the net, pulling it ashore with 1he
trapped turtles. An advance on the beach scine
is the encircling net which is shot around groups
of turtles swimming off-shore and hauled abourd
the motor fishing boat, In the Sevchelle Tslnds
a specialized harpoon is used (o capture turties,
the head being designed to lock between the
plates of the top shell of the turile withow
penetrating the fleshy pans, which would ciue
pain 1o the unimal und possible serivus damag.e.



Latding frozen turtles in Aden.

in fair numbers during their continual travels
ulong the coust in scarch of suitable beaches (o
lay their eggs,

Breeding

Fin the breeding season the mode tertles congre-
gate within 100 yvards of the beoches and mate
with the females in the water. The female turde
presents an unstable phaform in the water, but
nutore hos provided the mole with two hook-
like appendages on the [ore-lippers with which
he grips the front edge of the wp shell of the
femuale turtle. The long prehensile tuail s hooked
unider the female turtle, providing o third point
of sitachment, thus preventing the male from
Fulling off during the mating provess, which takes
about twenty minutes. A charscieristic of old
female furtles is the deep groove o be Found on
cach side of the head where thic mule hooks
have cut info the plates of the wop shell.

Ege baving in nest of sund

As the sun sets the Temale surle leaves the
woker And proceeds too crawl across the beich
and up into the sund-dunes. A suitable site 15
chosen and the amimal procecds W scoop out g
wide hollow  in the samd, using her brood
Nippers. When this hollow has reached a depth
sulficient 1o hide the asimal, and firm sand has
been found. the reor Mippers only e used o

\ H
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gxcavate 4 pit about eighteen inches deep and a
foot in digmeter, [1is in this hele that the female
turtle lays her clutch of approximately [OD soft-
shelled eggs. After the egps hove beon deposited
the turtle fills the hole with meist sand. which
she packs down tightly and further covers with
Ioose dry zand o camouflage the nest. Female
green furtles may lay up (o 600 egEs in o season
with infervals of three to four weeks between
mesis,

Emergence of young furiles

Towurds the end of the incubation period.
which mny extend from fifty to seventy days,
the young turtles emerge from their shelter and
by concerted movement form o chamber at the
bottom of the pit. The continual movement of
the small turtles on the top of the pile breaks
the roof of the chamber und the samd filters
down between the bodies of the voung animals
and is aguin packed by the young turtles o the
bottom of the pile, increusing the height of the
Roor, In this way the chomber contuwining the
clutch of turtles moves towards the surface wiil
firilly the young animols emerge,

The race to the sea

Mature has ordained that these young turtles
should orientate themselves towards the aren
of greatest light and least obstacles, ie, the
herizon between the seo and the sky, Mow the
newly hatched group move rapidly down the
beach 1o the sea, ronning the goundbet of pre-
datory birds and ghost crabs (Ocvpody coratop-

Turtle laying eggs a3t night
Fioper - 0 Tasllev,
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ON GREEN TURTLES, CHELONIA
IN FORAGING PASTURES OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) initiated a sea turtle research and conservation program in 1997 with
funding from Shell Oil Co. Sea turtles in the Arabian (Persian) Gulf area have not been studied
extensively; however, some research primarily on nesting beaches has been undertaken in Saudi
Arabia (Miller, 1989), Iran (Kinunen and Walczak, 1971) and in Oman (Ross and Barwani,
1982). Published reports of sea turtles from the UAE are scarce. Brown (1985) provides a few
records of green, Chelonia mydas, and loggerhead, Caretta caretta, turtles. Heath (1989)
reports a hawksbill, Eretmochelys imbricata, in Das Island, and Brown (1990) reports green
turtles from Qarnein Island. More recently, Aspinall (1995) and Baldwin (1996) confirm the
nesting of greens and hawksbills and the occurrence of loggerheads, leatherbacks, Dermochelys
coriacen, and possibly olive ridleys, Lepidochelvs olivacea, in the UAE.

A preliminary surw,?v was performed 19-20 February 1997 at Ras Al Khaimah Emirate,
located on the eastern tip of UAE. Nearshore waters in this section of the Gulf are shallow and
free of coral reefs. This habitat permits artisanal fishermen targeting finfish and cuttlefish to
drag seines into shore. Generally, a 500 m seine is dropped approximately 1 km or more from
the shore utilising two 5-8 m boats propelled by high powered outboard motors. One boat
remains at the location where the seine is d ag the second boat drops the seine in a half-
moon direction, parallel to the shoreline, ending again about 1 km from shore. Both boats then
drag the seine very slowly toward the beach to prevent the escape of the captured marine life.
A total of 8 to 10 men are needed to pull in the seine by hand when the becomes too
shallow for the boats to operate. Severzal hours are required from start to finish,

Three seine fishing performances by three different groups of fishermen were monitored.
Turtles were captured alive and unharmed in all cases, A total of 14 green turtles were cap-
turad; 3, 5 and 6 turtles in each set. All fishing was done during the day time. Captured turtles
were examined, measured, tagped, and released. Size classes based on curved carapace length
(CCL) were tallied as follows: one turtle 35-39.9 cm (7%); three turtles 60-64.9 cm (21%); one
turtle 65-69.9 ¢cm (7%); one turtle 70-74.9 cr (7%); three turtles 75-79.9 cm (21%); two tur-
tles 80-84.9 cm (14%); two turtles 90-94,9 cm (14 %) and one turtle 100-104.9 cm (7%). Based
on tail length, one turtle was estimated to be an adult male and one an adolescent male.

As turtles of considerable size range (37-102 cm) were observed, it i8 possible that there
exists 2 resident population comprised of ail post-pelagic age/size classes. This could be attri-
buted to feed availability due to the fact that sca prass beds are present in the Arabian Gulf,
composed of Halodule uninervis, Halophila ovalis, k ila st and Syringodium isoeti-
folium (Sheppard et al., 1992}, Halodule was noted washed up along the Ras Al Khaimah shore-
line while observing the seine fishing. Residency of foraging turtles has been confirmed for the
reef systems around offshore islands, the areas of north Jubail and Abu Ali and south of Safaniyah,
in Saudi Arabia by Miller (1989). Aerial surveys over this area confirms the presence of turtles
year round, Surveys in UAE waters will be continved to assess the age structure, habitat use,
reproductive migrations and ecology, as well as other biological parameters, in order 1o create the
necessary foundations to support an adequate management scheme for the Arabian Gulf turtles.

Aspinall, 8, 1995, United Arab Emirates. In: D. A. Scott (Editor), A Directory of Wetlands in
the Middle East. ITUCN, Gland, Switzerland and I'WRB, Slimbridge, U.K. 560 pp. +maps.

Baldwin, R. 1996, Marine Reptiles, p.136-148, [n: Wildlife and Environments from the U.ALE,
Trident Press Ltd., London,
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Brown, J. N. B. 1985. Recent turtle records from the United Arab Emirates. Marine Turtle
Newsletter 35:3-4,

Brown, I. N. B. 1990. Recorder's Report-Reptiles, Emirates Natural History Group Bull. 40:13,
Heath, D, C. 1989, Turtle Rescue on Das Island. Emirates Natural History Group Bull. 35:24-26.

Kinunen, W. and P. Walczak, 1971, Persian Gulf sea turtle nesting surveys. Job Completion
Report. Division of Research and D:v:lg:m:nt. Submitted to Iran Game and Fish
Departnient. F-7-50, 16 pp. (Unpublished).

Miller, 1. D. 1989, An assessment of the conservation status of marine turtles in Saudi Arabia.
MEPA Coastal and Marine Management Series, Vol, 1, Report No. 9:1-202.

Ross, . P. and M. A, Barwani. 1982. Review of sea turtles in the Arabian area, p.373-383. In:

K. A. Bjorndal (Editor), Biology and Conservation of Sea Turtles, Smithsonian Institu- ;
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and processes in extreme tropical environments. Academic Press, London. 359 pp.
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omewhere deep down in the Arablan Gulf,

a mature green turte feeds E'n.r.nn_*nr|_1_.' o

beds of drifting seagrass. Attached to its
back i a tiny transmitter, sending a stream of
information to satellites arbiting 1,000
kilomotres overhead, 1t may sound like scieno:
l}\'.'lil’.'dl.. but the transmitter is a vital COMponeEnt i
a project which, experts hope, will eventully
save the marine turtle from edinction.

Even For the experts, marine wrtles have
always been something of an enigma, Fascinating
reptiles which have chanped litde in 180 million
VCars, d'u:‘:.' are ane ol the great oceanic travellers.
Much is known about their daily habits, but quite
why they make their ||:m.g migrations, anil oo,
has until now been a mystery,

What we do know is that turtles are
increasingly endangerad. All seven recognised
specics are consfdered in need of spl.:.-L']rl]
privtection efforts, and one, the hawlksbill
turtle, is among the L0 most i."!lll!i.'ll.'lgﬂn'.l:l
animals on the planet. The reasons for this

CHRIS BERRY EXPLAINS HOW
CONSERVATIONISTS IN THE UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES ARE USING THE LATEST IN SATELLITE
TECHNOLOGY TO HELP SAVE ENDANGERED

TURTLE SPECIS watch I“

L]

FHOTOGREFHY BY
SHABIR ZAINUDEEH AND JUDNTH HOWLETT
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dembse, after millions of Years, are :‘nl::irl_'-l_-.'
rman-made: adule wrtles are hunted for meat,
shell, bone, oil and leather, their eggs are
:_;nugiu as a lusury Food and onghore
development is continually destroying their
matural nesting and foraging habitat

Even discarded l]tnhtiu‘ |1ﬂgﬁ are a hazard, |,~.:.-:i.|:.-
mistaken for the ic_'||}'|'ix'|1 o which ||.'!gal_'\l'r|'||:.rd=.
anel other species Feed. Enormous numbers of
turtles suffocate on this sort of rubbish every year,

Mar does the chemical |:||:||.|1J.|:i.-::|n of the sead
help, spreading disease among turtle populations,
whibe the illegal trade in turtle by-products, such

as ahells, remnins a croel and unnecessary
activity. As with elephant ivory, the aesthetic
appeal of the animal has been part of its dhenwnfall.

ironically, having contributed to the
turtles’ dectine, mankind is now essential
to their survival.

I.n:‘:ujl.:_'nﬂj.', h.'n'ing contribated to the terties’
decline, mankind is now csaential to thelr
survival, In the United Arab Emirates, where
preen and hawkshill turtes are frequently Fonned,
the Alu Dhabi-based Environmental Research
and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA] 1s

leading the campaign. |

ERWDA tntroduced a marine wrtle ] L sl But it is the migratory patterns which have most
programine last year, weighing and measuring ahey iy falliiy bl | confounded the experts, and ERWDA's ambitious
wurtles along the UAE coast. The team collecred el By pme AR | e satellite monitoring project appears to be a
samples from 127 specimens, which were then g BBl el el ls | mgjor breakthrough. The aim, says ERWDA
sent for blood chemistry analysis. The intention el e 1 g o secretary-general Dr Saif Al Glsads, i5 to discover as
was to st normal lealth parameters and detect AP | pussible about the turtles’ habits.
possilile abnormalities, and apart from some mrmﬁﬁﬂz “We hope the transmitters will provide us
minar kin lesions most were healthy, 115 & Bateilite-naaitine with detailed information on the turtles”

Since then, research assistant Steve Britsch has m‘#ﬂ“ relaans It maoverments,” he sys. “In particular, we hope to
tagped and analvsed samples from a Fun-ther, 113 gain information on their breeding grounds,
green turtles, collecting data to postulate on'age feeding grounds and migration routes. This will
and population structure, The result of all this indicate very clearly which coastal foraging
work, when finished, will be the most pastures, beaches ant edfshiore areas of the UAE
e chensive study yet carried out in the TAE. need to be prn‘h.'.-::r.cd.“




MATURE

IEIEANGAT. PR pRoGe. 1L Wirid Repett oD ‘Aduit turties ars hunted for meat, shell,
marine reptiles has flown in from Honolulu to _ T
oversee the oiffscult rECOVETY anad tagging 1] !':'f.} 1:1:I | d L_I 1 ’TTI ]! ﬂﬁﬂ'l d_Tﬁ ﬂ: * B ":;.1 -1

wrecesa, while the I'.-el_'|:||1l.a]urg}' |:lui|:|.g usesd i a ' !
| '8 sought as a luxury foed

invalving trandmicter tags, U5 weather satellives |

qn[lh:i:-;l:i-::ar-:-.d amd expensive arrangement

and a data processing facility in France with a | The transmitters weigh 765 grams, and are
= odem lnk ta Abu Dhabi attached to the carapace or upper shell of the
| turtle using resin and fibreglass cloth. When

M—— the turtle surfaces the transmitter sends out a

| BT atable Hig:ltﬂ] ol arcund 401 MH= every 3942
Pﬂ“lng tlle y in | g seconds, a short pulse containing information
- e s ; i, f.'h' | 5 _
g ]""‘I SOy "'I '1.. T .]],_.'; ;“'F-'i'._'.ﬂ;f-";n'-i'- on the identity of the turtle, sea temperature
Ly L | Osl VLALIUAR J e 2ag N and battery voltage.
s e gy 2lls The signals are monitored by three LIS Mational
Abu Dhabi's Environmental Research PP F . Y P Crovanic Admbnisteation satellites, which calculage
B::u:.'n“d“m i e bl 8 dadme Iy the position of the sender, accurate from within
Elu “:I:;:::::Ti:r::;;::;:r: J-ﬁh-.;-ad,—- omie b five kiiumctl.'cs, from the exact frequency
Zayed &l Nahyan, Crown Prince and | i'-b_"'-'—-‘“‘ o~ and elapsed time of the '|'.-|:||r;|'x.
Beputy RAuler of Abu Dhabi. Its aim is to | et el gy This infermation ia then stored unti] the
establish projects which redrass or sl gl rtel satellite next passes over France, when it is
S S LTS A A I The green furtios of beamed down to a computer processor, Finally,
RAFEIhE, pecrentinm i soonomic TR S i the data is fed electronically to the research team
activities on the environment and numenzas hazards ! ; T :
wildiife of Abu Dhabi emirate. Lﬂumﬂhlzgt in Abu Dhabi, 'jv]'bcrr: it is analysed and recorded.
In practical terms, this involes | the Salns nets that From start to linksh tee process takes less than
tarrestrial, marine and avian ressarch, ::dmﬂlmln i thres hours, although for ERWDA the work is
velerinary wildlife work, policy research S0ma pa:'t-nu‘rmi far from finighed. Educating people is the most
AL 0RO iy LM RTSI R . M AT ;ﬁ;':‘.::m e vital part, persuading local fisherman and others
R a8 SYdennral OF Sl A Wihva wred releaad to keep clear of areas which the research
Ghats puts it: “Our priorities are the into the sea. P
sustainable development of wildlife and suggests are sensitive,
biological diversity of the marine If fewer turtles are subsequently caught in
enviranment." nets, or lewer nesting sites are disturhed h:.'
ERWDA's concerns

are being cohood
globally, with 1888
-:Iul_irillhd
International Year of
the Ocaan hy 1ha
United Halimu —a
year 1n whlqh i‘h- UM
Is ht@n'gﬁum llu
wondars
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human activity, then a sgnificant difference will
have been macs.

Satellite tags have been atmched to the
CarAphLE of two I—.rc:url.-ﬂtirlﬂ:.' epg laying female
turtles, and an: u:lre:|.i|}' l'_'n:‘.l.m.'l.'i.hl.ting invaluable
data. Both were captured in the Ras Al Khaimah
region in the Morthern Emirates, where green
turtles are frequently caught in lishing nets,
qui'lur.Lgh the ERW DA team 2 mow
:-iwil:c'hin_g its attentbon o the coastal
waters afl Abu Dhabi tself,

Beach seine nets are r.ll'f:?j‘ used
for fishing around the UAE capiral,
so the intention is to tag fernales as
1:|:||::.' come ashore to nest, The
results will then be compared to
thode af the Northern Emirates, to
B ifmigmmrr patterns diffier lor
turtles in dee Dwo areas.

E:'.ar|:.' results have been
revealing. One of the specimens
located off Ras Al Khalmah had
.]h'l_‘,;l.-:i:r been I.'p::-l:l'u'l_"l:ln.l:ll'l.al.l}' h'lggl-'i[
in Oman, suggesting it hacd
travelled to the Arablan Gulf via
the Srralt of Hormue, Since then,

ol s 5 o il
J-pml-il.li#u-urﬂ--_
e g UL e

gty

Dr Saif A Giheain
wilh & young lurtie

caisghl for tagging
aff b Db,

satelline data showves that this aml the other Ras Al
Ehalmah turtle have remained (o the area,
I::cﬂing nn the |a|'_g-:: seafrass bieds which are
found off the Ras Al Khalmab coast

But researchers don's expect thern o sty
there indefinitely. Dr Walter Pearson, director of
marine research at the centre, feels the long-
term results may be much more exciting: "Who
kniovvs L::-.a:_‘-tl_:,' where the turtles will gﬂ-i‘ Aza
migratory speches they can travel thousands of
kilomictres, and cros r::gimml and internatianal
boundaries to feed and rE|:II"1:ld'.lll.'l‘-.Wl-' axpect to
be surprised.”

To some extent, they already have been.
Among the early findings is the fact that turtles
spend between 94 and 97 per cent of their day
underwater, so perfectly have these reptiles
a_-:}ap{q:n:l to their marine environment.

It & just one more fascinating part of the
figsaw, and with the waork of ERWDA and
organisatbons such as the Matonal Marine
Figherics Service in Hawail, more and more
missing pieces will be found, Perhaps then, thi‘-:"
hope, when mankind has a fuller understanding
of thess grnﬂ.u nomada, it can finally start
playing a veal part in their recovery. |
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Playing tag with turtles

STEVE HILL gives up his lazy Friday to catch up with a man called ‘the diver’
and help in the campaign to conserve the gentle giants of the sea.

r 5aif Al-Ghais grew up cating
furtles as a young boy living on the
| coast in Ras Al Khaimah but now
Fercamses his attention on trying to
protect these marne cretivres.

He has been tagging turtles for more
than 10 years in an atternpt to learn more
abeast their lives in the coastal waters of
the UAE. And, despite Fears that
populations are in rapid decline, D Al-
Czhais is trying to remiain optimistic,

A visit to his marine station by
members of the Dubai-based Emirates
Diving Association ceetainly helped
induce a wide smile.
| Mebilsed by Thrahim Al-Zo'bi, the
EDAs director of environment and
research department, the volunteers were
, on hand to kelp tag and measure turtbes
| caught in nets,

fust one was found on Al-Zabi’s

I previous private visit. But what could
have proved to be a complete waste of

| time ended with a record haul of 44

- green turtles which feed in this arca.

‘ “I was afraid,” said D Al-Ghais. "The
fog was so thick that the fishermen did

| not know where they were putting their
nets. To find 44 turtles was fantastic.”

: All were measured, cleaned of

! barnacles and tagged before being

| relezsed while their details were later
Ingged into a database maintained by

‘ Dr Al-Ghais, the vice-chairman of the
Western Indian Ocean/Marine Turtle
Specialist Group and associate professor

| of marine biolegy at the UAE University.
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Whether he will have any further
contact with these turtles remains to be
seen. o L0 vears I've tagged mose than
400 but have since only seen or heard of
twiz or three of them,” he said.

"There are two ways to interpret that,
The first is that the population is so
healthy that there are lots of turtles out
there. The second is the exact opposte,
that they are all leaving or dving.”

Man, of course, i largely to blame for
falling populations through marine
polluticn, beach-side development and
demand in certain parts of the world for
turtle meat and shell.

"My name — Al-Ghais — means "the
diver’, It refers to my grandfather who
wias a pearl diver, while my father was
a fisherman and [ grew up here,

“The sea is very close to my heart,
eapecially turtles. [ am worried about
the developments on heaches, Bug |
believe the turtles and humans both
have a right to be thers,

I don't want future generations to only
be able to see turtles by looking ar a
boek, as we do dinosaurs,”

[nvolving the public in his tagging
sessions 16 therefore an important first
step towards raising awareness of the
plight of the turtles which lay eggs in the
BAK area from March 1o June.

[t was certainly a very different way
to spend a Friday morning.

The volunteers' first task was to help

the fishermen haul in the nets which
bulged with a large school of sting-rays

— all released back into the open ocean

— a5 well as sherry, jackiish and barracuda
of varving size and maturity.

Bt it was the turtles which attracted
the most attention. The majority were
voung and imematuce but stll so heavy
that it required two people to drag them
out of the water and on to the beach
whers they were flipped on to their
backs to awalt procesing,

D Al-Ghais reassured the volunteers

How you can help

Emirates Dhiving Association
{wwwlemiratesdiving.com} organises
regular diving trips and activities,
induding beach dean-ups and coral
manitoring, throughout the year,

B Further turtle tagging sessions in
Eas Al Khaimah are being planned
a5 well as excursions fo the exst coast
and tradivional-syle peard diving
sessions in Dobai Creck.

B For mose details, call 04 383 9390,
B Dr Al-Ghaizs would alse welcome

help at his marine station. For more

information, ¢all 07 244 6535,

to pinch a tag into loose skin on the
underside of each fipper before the
purtle was measurad and turned back
om its front to scuttle into the waves.

"It's like having vour ears pierced.
Mot painful at all;” he said.

Warnings, though, to keep clear of
flapping Hippers were heeded. ™You won't
Forget it if you get too close and one hits
you aceoss the face”

It toek around an hour for this
school of turtles 1o be measurad and
their details logged, Dr Al-Ghais
finishing the session soaked but happw.

*There’s still a very long way to go,"
he said. "It's better here than other
areds in the world but unforiunately
a 1ot of people are still thinking that
it's only imporiant to keep the
ervirgnment clean,

“That's not evervthing. We should
also be looking at the resources which
need protecting — and [ hope that in
the future there will be more funding



