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INTERVIEW WITH ARCHIE CARR

Diana Tonnesson

This month, as thousands of sea turtles return to their
birthplace %o lay their eggs on Florida's beaches—one of
the largest loggerhead nesting srounds in the world--a
Unlveraily of Florida researcher saye that he now lmows
where baby sea turtles spend their first year of life.

But the geaweed life raft off the Fleorida cosgt where the
hatchlings live are also deathiraps laced with heavy metals,
tar balle and other pollutants that are killing the baby
turtles, amccording to biclogist Archie Carr, who studied the
"loat year" mystery for the laat 36 years.

And, Carr says, pollution and poachers who kill adult
turtles for their meat, tortcise shells and skins could wipe
out the creatures that have existed for over 00 milliom
yeare Iln less than 90.

Carr, author of 11 books and over 100 scientific papers and
articles on sea turtles, will receive Audubon Society's Hal
Borland Award for his nature wyritings at a banguet at UP's
Florida Htate Museum. Carr s the first to receive the
fudubon Society'e highest award, ereated in 198% to honor
Hal Borland, one of America's best-loved nature writers,
Carr's book, "The Windward Road," which deseribeas the plight
of the green turtles in the Caribbean, stirred an interest
in the animals that led to a worldwide effort to protect
them. A chapter in the book won the 1956 0. Henry Award for
beat short story.

Over the years, Carr and numerous other researchers in
Florida and the Caribbean discovered baby loggerhead,
hawksblll and green turtles clinging to seaweed fafis that
collect in patches anywhere from a few feet to m Tew miles
long in the Gulf Btream off the coast of Florida,

"The egsaweed, the turtlees, the small crabs and shrimp that
they eat-- they're all pulled together into drift 1lines,
which form wharever two ocean currents meet," said Carr who
began a one-man erusade to save sea turtles nearly 40 years
A20.

"Unfortunately, that's also where heavy metals, busted up
gtyrofoam, oll and oil pellete collect,™ he said. Carr tied
up the looge ends of the loat-year mystery last year with
support from the World Wildlife Fund.

(ne dead hatchling that washed up on the beach was dissected
and found to have Styrofoam balls in its stomach, along with
sargasguwn floata and tiny shrimp that turtles normally eat.
"Being rather simple minded oreatures, in spite of their
winning ways, baby turtles eat thinge they
shouldn't—-especially tar balls," Carr aaid.

Tar balle cause the turtles to choke to death or gum up
their jawa, making it impossible for them to eat, he added.
According to Carr, pollution of the seas may be the worst of
all dangera to sesa turtles because it wrecks the hatchling
habltata and threatens %o cancel out the animals' first two
years of life. \ =



But pollutien isn't the only threat to the giant sem
ereatures that zrow to weigh from 200 to 300 pounds.

"Ever since people have lived by the ocean, they have eaten
pea turtles and thelr eggs," gald Carr, a graduate reasearch
professcor at UF.

"Exploitation of sea turtles by the early colonists and
buccaneers--who turned to sea turtle meat when they ran out
of salt-horse and bully beef on their long ocean
voyages—-really dragged the turtles down to their preaent
low state," he said.

Four hundred years sgo there were &t least a dogen bresding
colonies of green turtles in the Caribbean. Today only
three remain.

"The main menace to green turtles today is the uuntinuin%
international trade for thelr meat. Pecple in the Caribbean
freeze the meat and snip it off to the larger hotels in the
tourist ports that want to offer an sxpanded seafood menu,"
he said,

PEfore loggerhead turtles were declal?ed threatensd, their
egags were used in beking, espacially for wedding cakes,

And hawksbill turtles, whose colorful shells are to the
Japanege what ivory is to the Chinese, may soon bhe just a
nemory preserved in tortoise shell carvings.

"The Japanese have turned tortiose shell carving into a high
art., Ae a resulit, the hawksbill turile has been nearly
wiped out," Carr paid.

How can turtleas be saved?

"It's easy to protect them from poachers. Jusat enforece the
lawe,"” Carr gaid. "Florida does a darn good job protecting
gea turtles and so does Coata Rica., But in the Caribbean,
little ig being done T o protect green turiles living there."
farr added that there are no laws to protect asa Turtles
from pollution, and 1f there were, they'd be difficult--—if
not impomaible to enforce.

"#a difficult as it is to get pecple to do easy things on an
international scrle, it's even more difficult to get them to
do something that isn't 8o eagy--like cleaning up the
waterg-—egpacially when some of them don't think preserving
gea turtles ig all that important," he said.
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Thank You to Fran Frisch of 8t. Paul, Minnescta vho donzted
to Turtle Trust the outstanding artwork herein, except our
letterhead fturtle dons by Ellen Beattis Nichol., Thanks aleo
to J.J. Fann of Southern Bell who sent me the Carr interview
in a telephme company envalope (I wondered i thar had ned
received my payment}). Thanks to Carl Key of Lake Park,
Florida for donsting 3 haichling redfoots, Geochelones
carbonaria , which he had just hatched. Thanks o all who

i
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have nelped.

Turtle Trusgt Tee Shirte are now available with the above
design by Fran Frisch, 'They coabt 28 sach poet paid in ths
United 8tates. Order youra now,

If this box 18 checked your membership 1s due Tor renewval E
pleage continue with us.



How Important are Turtles?
Richard Cary Panll, Trustee

About a yveer ago, I inguired about fund raising for Turtle
Prust with a professional in that field. Bomewhat to my
gsuprise, he msked why I was involved in guch a trivial
pursuit., Instead of becomming angry, I tried to explain
what we were attempting to do and how his efforte could be
benaficial, I falled then.

Turtles are only & small part of the animal world. They
have no close relatives. The other reptiles are either more
ciosely related to each other or to birds than they are to
+urtles, The leas than three hundred species of turtles are
an inportant part of the earth's blomass—- especlally in
terperate and tropieal rivers. Turtles are diverse an d
virtually ubigquitous within temperate and tropical reglons.

furtles are interesting. Some have the capacity to live
more then 200 years. They have considerable memory and
eveellent vision, Many have complex and delicate courting
behavior., Turtles maintsin fertility eifher 1life long or
for far longer than we do. Turtles have great recuperative
posers from traumatic injury. All of the above are only &
fey of the ressons that the study of turtles holde great
potent ial to benefit mankind, btut turtles are worthy of
study for their own sake.

Turtle Trust is now the largest organization worldwide which
ia dedicated to the study of all turtles. DBec=use our
menberehip is concentrated in the United 3tates, we center
cur attention on our native forms, but we work with every
avallable species.

To expand our efforts, we must have your support and
involvement. Please complete the enclosed membership and
pledge foras and return them to me by July 31, 1584, If you
have contributed $25 by then to Turtle Trust you will
repeive a copy of oar Toertolses of the World, This portion
of the Turtle Trust Turtle Bodk 1S now substantially
complat® and will be printed in August. Don't mige 1t. It
ig available as part of the entire volume or to our
contrivutors of $25 or more. There 18 now nc guarantee that
it will ever be available in another form, although we hope
it may be, Together we shall not fail turtles.

This publication is copyrighted 1984 by Turtle Trust. All
rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced in any Torm without the written permission of

;?.é[ggzard Cary Paunll, Trustee, Box 2763 Marathon Shores, FL
_IJ' - L]
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TURTLE TRUST

A charitable trust for the protection of

hhrnﬂfhiﬁ.iﬁﬁgurﬁ turtles especially through captive breeding.
Florida 33052 _
LL.5.A. Richard Cary Paull, Trustee

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I hereby apply for membership in Turtle Trust and enclose my
contribution for $10 for one year or $25 for three years.

My principal interest in turtles is

F

Articles I'd like to read:

MName

straast

City State Zip

PLEDGE

In order to provide some modicum of additional protection for
turtles, we require the following pledge to be signed before
you will be given information on habitat locations, taken on
field trips, or given any other sensitive information.

I shall take no action which shall harm any wild population of
turtles, nor give any information to anyone who shall not take
this same pledge. If given habitat information through Turtle
Trust, I shall not wvisit the location without permission from
either the trustee of the person studying the site.

Dated: Signed:

Tekepbmase M6 121 | | i?kjn‘j::?
ﬁ,g'm gl j

1. 5. Wilson, D.V.M. THE SHED %
MIRACLE MILE ANIMAL CLINIC !

Epecialiring in Repdile and Amphibions Since 1974

Office Hoor o MW dath St

Mon,, Tues., Wed., Thars., Fri. Miaml, Fiorida 23166 !
9.2, 26 400 CLEVELAND AVENUE (305} 5924584 JOE BERADLICCT
Bal. 912 FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 53901



TURTLE BOCKS

We have the Tollowing esix books in stock for proupt mailing
to our contributors and at a price well belew Tetail which

includes packing and postage within the United States., &1l
booke are published or distributed by T.F.H. Publications,

Ine,

Enjoy your Turtle. Boft Cover Liat Price $1.50 Turtle Trust
contributor Price $1.00.

Enow your Turtle. 8Soft Cover List Price $4.00 Turtle Trust
Eanfriﬁufar EFrice $3.00.

Turtles by Mervin F. Roberts Hard Cover List Price $4.95
Tartle Trust Contributer Price A .50,

Turtles for Home and Garden by Willy Jocher Hard Cover List
Price $6.9% Turtle Trust Contributor Price $5.50. '
Turtles of South America by Marcos Freiberg Hard Cover List
Price $14.95 Turtle Trust Contributor Price $11.00.
Encyclopedia of Turtles by FPeter Pritchard Hard Cover List
Price $49.95 Turtle Trust Contributor Price £35.00,

The present, third, iseue of For Your Eyes Only which

should accompany this issue iT we have your pledge, contains
directiong to gee all of the nabive bortolses of Horth
America in the wild., If you have not received this
publication, which ia free of additional charge to pledged
Turtle Trust membere, please fill out the enclosed pledge
form and return it to me, even if you have already done so
bacausd we are missing some of the pledges. Thank you.
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Short Report on Sick Cuora Discussed on Page 1 of Qccasional
Paper 19 :

Tnfortunately, the edema reoccurrsd and we, Professor Riemer
and his wife Jan were visiting me, took the patient to Fort
Myers to see R.D. Bartlett at the Reptilian Breeding and
fesearch Tnetitute. The Cuocra there went through another
cycle of edema and caused us =211, the Riemers, Dick and
Patti Bartlett, end me, to make a concerned visit to Miracle
Mile Animel Clinic in Port Myers. There J.5. Wilson, D.V.M.
was most helpful and started treating our little patient
with a diuretic--Lasix. Almost immediately the little
female Cuora started to urinate large guantitles and again
guickly returned to normal appearance. Unfortunately, Dr.
Wilson indicabted that the progncais for her was poor. It is
rogt likely that she suffers from heart or kidney failure,
He attempted to obtamin a reading from her on his heart
monitor on Hsturday afternoon, but was unable to do sec. We
appreciate his efforts which he donated to the cause.

gur little Cuora is still alive and hes been joined by other
Cuora galbinifrons in the country, but she fails to eat and
we ere still treating symptoms. The others of her species
are reported, by Ellen Beattie NWichol, to eat first on
earthworms end then on shrimp. These are the prettiest
turtles from Asgia and rival our spotted, Clemmys gsuttata,
snd painted turtles, Chrysemys picta, for the designation as
moat beautiful of their kKind.
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