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Archie Carr: In Memoriam

Archie Carr, noble spirit and greatest conservation bi-
ologist of these troubled times, died at his home on
Wewa Pond near the town of Micanopy, Florida, on May
21, 1987, At the time of his death, he was the world's
leading authority on sca urtles, a tropical fickd ecologist
of exceptional skill and experience, a brilliant writer for
audiences of both scientific and popular literature, a
distinguished taxonomist and evolutionary biologist, and
an internationally acclaimed advocate of conservation,

Archie Fairly Carr, Jr., was born on June 16, 1909, in
Mobile, Alabama, where his Gither was a Presbyterian
minister and his mother a piano teacher. His keen car
for hinguage and music developed early: as a child he
learned Gullah, the Iyrical dialect of coastal, sputhern
blicks; this linguistic ability few other whites shared. In
later years he developed his language skills by collecting
dialects from the Caribbean areas and east Aftica. He
wonld treat his students and many friends oo anccdotes
from the Mosquito coast or Grenada or Grand Cayman,
vodd in the way they bad been told to him, He prided
himself on his Spanish, leammed from a Cuban roommate
in college and perfected during his years of living in
Honduras and Costa Rica. After giving a series of Spanish
radio broadcasts in Costa Rica on the subject of evolu-
tion, he was told by one university professor, Yoo have
mastered our language.”

Above all, he loved the sounds and chythms of English.
For those of us gathered in the Casa Verde after an
evening of walking the turtle beach, hearing Archie re-
cite from meémory fabberivocky of a comic poem by
P.G. Wodehouse with the accompaniment of the night
sounds of the jungle and the Caribbean surf was an ex-
pericnce of a lifetime.

And he was equally adept with the written word, His
chapter "The Black Beach” in Tbe Windward Road, pub-
lished by Knopfl it 19540, won an O, Henry Award (Best
Shart Storles of 1956 ). He also won the John Burroughs
Medal of the American Museum of Natural History for

nature writing. His Handbook of Turtles: The Turtles of
fhe Ureited Stales, Canada, and Baje California, pub-
lished in 1952 by Cornell University Press and still in
print, was 4 model of authoritative yet lively scientific
writing, winning the Daniel Giraud Elliont Medal of the
Mationdl Academy of Sciences. Archie Carr wrote 10
books and more than 120 scientific papers and magazine
articles during his career of more than half 3 century,

It was his father who instilled in Archie Carr his love
of animate and inanimate nature, and the backyard of
his home in Savannah, Georgla, where he grew up was
filled with cages of snakes, lizards, and turtles. He was
an avid hunter, but lost his taste for it in Africa, o change
that he described in his book Llendo: Travels of a Nat-
weralist in and out of Africa, published by Knopfin 19464,

Hiz 1937 doctorate, the first granted in zoology by
the University of Florida, was under the supervision of
Professor J. Speed Rogers, a limnologist. The entomol-
oglst Theodore Hubbell also influenced him strongly, s
did the great animal ecologist W.C. Allee, who taught
him the imporance of ccologicil organization. Allee,
who had been paralyzed by an accident, was carried
around the Flofida countryside in a wheelchair by the
zoology praduate studenis.

Although he learned ecology early, his first profes-
sional accomplishments were in taxonomy and cvolu-
tipnary biology. From 1937 po 1943, Archie Carr spent
his summers with Thomas Barbouwr, at Harvard's Muscam
of Comparative Zoodogy. It was Barbour who first ex-
panded his horizons and gave him confidence in his own
rapidly maturing intellectual powers. Barbour was the
most important single person in Archie Carr's formative
vears a8 a biologist, They were very close, and Barbour
often came w Galnesville, Florlda, o visit the Carrs,
Barbour, 3 man of boundless enthusiasm for life, taupht
by example that it was proper o glory in the natural
world—to savor it and enjoy it Margie Carr still re-
members seeing the elderly Barbour outside in the Flor-
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ida dusk with tears streaming down his cheeks because
he could no longer hear the high notes of the chorusing
cricket and trec frogs,

At the MCE, Archie Carr also cultlvated his appreci-
ation for exotic foods, at the sumptuous meals that *T.B."
served, During these vears, he co-authored with Barbour
Amtillean Terraping, a monograph describing new ur-
tles from Cuba, Haiti, and the Dahamas. The Wirndeard
Road was dedicated to Barbour's memory,

Froam 1945 to 1949, Archie Carr was on leave from
the University of Florida, teaching bivlogy in Spanish at
Wilson Popenoe's Escuela Agricola Panamericana in
Honduras. This was when he first became familiar with
the forests and peoples of Central America {described
in his book, High fungles and Loty University of Florida
Press, 1953 ). Ten years later, he added to his Central
American experience with i two-year stay at the Uni-
versity of Costa Rica,

Throughout his life Archie Carr traveled widely as a
research and consulting biologist. During the 19608, this
wils facilitated by the Military Air Transport Service priv-
ileges that were a-part of his Office of Naval Research
grant to study sea turtle migration and navigation He
could travel free to any place in tee world visited by
15 military aircraft. His sea untle siudies vook him io
every part of the Gulfl of Mexico, Caribbean, northeast-
ern South America, and Paclfic Central America. He also
visited and worked in cast Africa, New Caledonia, Papua
Mew Guined, Australia, and other places. Some of his
rescarch was done at seq; in 1978, he ook part in the
Green Turtle Expedition of the BY. Alpha Helix in the
waters off Costa Rica and Micaragua. His knowledge of
waorld ecosystems was legendary—ir is said that when
Tiime-Life Books was starting its meticulowsly researched
series of namral history books, the editors offered him
his choice of continents to write about He chose
Africa.

A fine teacher in the classroom, Archie Carr kept his
praduate course on community ecology even after he
had been appointed Graduate Research Professor, the
University of Florida's most distinguished academic po-
sition, and no longer was required o teach. But the high
point. of the course was abways the field trips. Lacking
the formality of the preat Linnaews, who marched his
disciples into the field o the sound of kettledroms and
French horns, Professor Carr nevertheless managed 1o
make his ficld trips memorable. Bringing to bear his great
familiarity with zoology, botany, soils, geology, history,
and cultural anthropology, he sketched an exceptionally
vivid picture of the landscapes he visited and showed
his students the necd o weave together all of these
disciplines to begin to understand the subject matter of
ecology. And if he could catch a poisonous cottonmouth
moccasin or rattlesnake to wave about among his more
reticent students, his day was complebe.
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One of the unforgettable characteristics of this most
charismatic of modern biologists was his humor. Every-
one who knew Archie Carr has funny stories to tell about
him. There was the party in Honduras that he attended
dressed as a witch and carrying a Hve vuliure, Or the
timie he snatched up and ate one of the ype specimens
of a newly caught species of fish from the Rio Toru-
pueT, just oo sk Cand describe with glee for years af-
terward ) the outraged reaction of its horrified discoverer,
I particularly remember a tension-filled ivcw sea turtle
meeting in Miami. A number of us had gathered to talk
on the sidewalk outside the motel in the warm evening
air, when we were interrupted by a shambling and rag-
ged hag who pushed by us, muttering and cursing. Only
after she had passed did we realize that the old crone
wils Archie.

I believe that one of the critical reasons for Archie
Carr’s remarkable productivity was his ability to shun
academic politics, red tape, and administrative folde-
rol. While he would express sympathy with worihy
causes, he could not be drawn in or embroiled. To his
students, who loved to watch his incredible technigques
for cscaping tactfully from bores, bureaucrats, egoman-
imcs, and enthusiasts, he seemed o be able w vanish
through solid walls, Another reason for his productivicy
was his Intellectual focus: be worked almost entirely on
turthes, kept his objectives always in mind, and was never
sidetracked, even during his final illness.

Archic Care’s family life wus as rich and full 35 his
professional carcer, and was thoroughly intertwined with
it. He married Marjory Harris in 1937; she is a blologist
and distinguished conservationist in her own right. They
had five children, one daughter who is a professional
actress, and four sons who have pursued careers in con-
servation biology.

It scems to0 me that three things made Archie Carr
become a conservationist. His vast knowledge of the
natural history of Florida {reminiscent of Gilbert White
at Selbome ) was part of his superb sense of place and
gave him an acute awareness of destructive change. His
visits o Africa ended his comforting fantasics of eternal
wilderness in faraway places. And his work with sea
turtles taught him to see the world—as fewr people have—
through the eves of other species.

Whatever the reasons why he became a3 conserva.
tioaiist, he was highly successful. Tortuguers MNational
Park in Costa Rica is a monument oo his efforts over 30
vears, 28 is part of the conservation consciousness of that
superb country. The Caribbean Conservatlon Corpora-
tion {ereated by newspaperman foshua Powers as "The
Brotherbood of the Green Turtle™ ) was inspired by The
Windweard Rogd and has become an international force
for the preservation of sea turtles. The QOC was firsg
funded primarily by the late John H. (Ben) Phipps to
help support Archie Carr's rescarch at Tortugnero, For
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several decades, until the death of Ben Phipps, the phi-
lanthropist and the scientist maintained a relationship
of close friendship and absolote mutual trost.

For 20 years Archie Carr was chairman of the Marineg
Turtle Specialist Group of en's Survival Service Com-
mission, forging and directing the international move-
meent fior the conservation of sea tortes. During his tenore
s chadrman e was not afraid w0 ke controversial stands.
He consistently fought against the commercial “ranch-
ing” of sea turtles and sale of their products, & position
thar was supported by LLS. regulations and by crms con-
vention. He also opposed the removal of sea turtle spe-
cies from the niex endangered or threatened lists merely
because particular populations appeared o be doing
well,

In the 19608 Archie Carr started and directed the 1S
Navy's "Operatlon Green Turtle,” a project to distribube
green turtle (Chelomia sdas) cggs and hatchlings from
Tortuguero to erstwhile nesting beaches around the Car-
ibbean and Gulf of Mexico. Although the long-term ef-
fects of Chperation Green Turtle are uncear, conservation
efforts at Tortuguero itself have produced the begin-
nings of a dramatic recovery of its nesting preen urtle
population during the 19808

Besides his conservation work on behalf of sea turtles,
Archie Carr also supported his wife's effective campaigns
for conservatlon in Florida, and in the past few years
devoted increasing time o the problem of marine pol-
lutlon by plastics and petroleum. He won numerows
awards and honors for his conservation work, These
inclede the World Wildlife Funds Gold Medal, the
Smithsonian Institution’s Edward W, Browming Awsird,
the Mew York Zoological Socicty’s Gold Medal, and the
Hal Borland Award of the Mational Audubon Society, He
wias glso appointed, by Prince Bernhard of the Mether-
lands, an officer of the Order of the Golden Ark,

Above all, Archie Carr was 2 great biologist. His early
descriptive studies of urtles set the standard of guality
in the field of namral history. Later on, as he focused on
sea turtles, he moved toward ecology and behavior, al-
though his work always retained a3 taxonomic and ev-
olutionary perspective. For decades the National Science
Foundation {and the Caribbean Conservation Corpora-
tion and the Ofice of MNaval Research) supported his
research at Torwguero, enabling him to mount one of
the longest lasting and most intensive studies of an an-
imal population that has ever been done. This work
continues under the aegis of the Sea Turtle Research
Center, recently established for him at the University of
Florida, and directed by his former graduate student, Dir,
Karen Bjormdal. To dave, more than 35,000 adult female
green turtles have been tagged at the research station
it Tortugoero, From this effort have come papers by
Archie Carr, his studenis, and other investigators on oti-
entation, migration, nesting behavior, nest physiology,
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sensory physiology, nutrition, demography, and other
subjects. Almost all of the studies have significance for
conservation—Archic Carr was a conservation biclogist
long before the field was recognized,

Although his work had a consistent goal and focus, he
never stagnated. Perhaps this was because be had set
himself such an immense task, the elucidation of the lfe
histories of sea turtles. He accomplished much o shed
light on these elusive creatures, but his own discoverles
kept expanding the work that remained to be done.
Characteristically, in one of his last papers, published in
this issue of Conservation Biology, he charts new ter-
ritory, not only for sea turtle research but for ecology
and conservation in general. An unexpected outgrowth
of his 30-year investigation of marine (urtles’ complex
life cycles, he describes a relagdvely unknown ecosystem
of global importance, the Langmuir bands, or driftlines,
of the open ocean, and calls attention o the special
vulnerability of these convergence zones to marine paol-
lution, I spoke with him about this work in March, in
his living room, under the elegant Audubon print of
Caroling parakeets, as we looked soross the terrace oo
the sink hole lake below. He knew then that he wseould
not live i study these bands, vet his view continsed oo
sweep oul beyoid present horizons to the needs and
opportunities of the next generation of researchers, Tt
was fitting that only a week before he died, Archie Carr
was presented with the Ecological Socicry of America's
Eminent Ecologlst Award.

The world that Archie Carr explored and wrote abour
i$ changed, Many of the things he knew are gone or
passing. Some of us who continue his work will pause
at times o read 4 passage from his writings that de-
scribes, with the full intimacy of love and geniug, 3 land-
scape o 3 part of wild nature or human culture that has
vanished bevond recovery, To experience the worlkd
through his words @5 also to understand why his like
cannot pass this way again,

Yet the sea turtles remain, thanks in great measure to
the long labors and measured wisdom of Archie Carr.
50 do two generations of conscrvationists whom he in-
spired and trained. They are all witness o the fact thar
the labor cannot be halted, however briefly, and that it
has a purpose which can sometimes be fulfilled.

Perhaps Acchie Carr was right, and in much of the
wiorld, 35 in the Florida he knew so well, the destruction
that "is poing on now is just 3 lot of litde clean-up
operations, little scratchings-out of small tag-ends and
patches of the past overdooked in the first waves of ruin,”
Bt if 50, he lved folly and still found moch to celebrate.
He was one of the last great minstrels of wilderness,
singing a song of joy mixed with abiding melancholy, a
song that saddened his Listeners even as it gave them
heart to fight, as he did, against the unthinkable out-
LT,
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His own words say it best. Here is a selection from muﬂnmmwmu:]umn:pmmmmjr
-hapt erichon there may have been e song in the sound, it
o EE O came In strong snd loncly Hirough the whisper of the
sl anel b me, at the time, it seemed w el of @ age

At Biret it was hardly more than a feeling In the grosid,
from out in the night somewhere. Then there was 2 bass heing st foreves

coagh, and crumping sobs pathered and went rofling I]nthmH:I
about the dark, one by one, like barrels iunibding. It was

the lon song, and T sat quiet @ leaen i, 28 y0u leam the

Conservation Bdalogy
Yoduine 1, No. 2, Amgust 1987



MARJORIE HARELS CARR
ROVMUTE 2, BOX 08
WMICANOPY, FLORDM, F2ET

Drar Lot el Feo5. |
Ghewto oo J > T
s WL B . W@ﬁ/ﬁl W_

&gl g 7 ﬁ}-“é{

htfadin 2,987 ?;%E‘iﬂ



