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Archie Carr:
In Memoriam

EQIMORS NOTE: Dr. Arctiie F. Carr died
May 21, 1987, of cancer af the age of 77,
His book, The Windward Road, fmspired
the craation of the Carbbean Conserva-
fion Corporation and he sened as e
Technical Direclor since the founding of
the arganization in 1967,

Ov. Carrs famity suggests thef mamo-
&l canfributions be mede fo the Florda
Defandérs of the Environmant, 1523 N.W
dth Strest, Galreswile, Flords 33601, ar
the Caribbean Consanation Corporalion,
P0. Box 3442, Tellahssszes, Florida
32374,

O Davig W Ehrenfeld, membear of the
CCC% Board of Diveclors and Dr. Carrs
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right-of-way to Tortugueno.,

CCC President Surveys
Tortuguero

CEC President Colim 5. Phipps
lsad a team to Tortuguers, Costa
Bfca 1n September to apprafse the
impact that impending development
will have om the turtle beach and
and inland area. The group re-
viewed a beach property surwey,
Just completed with support from
the Chelania Tnstitute, and consid-
gred ways ba mitigate the adverse
effects of ever increasing tourizs
to insure that development was
compatible with the wunigue matural
character of the area.

The team reconnoltered Tortu-
guero Matiemal Park, Barra del
Colorado Wildlife HRefuge and the
adjoining area to determine the
feasibility of establishing a
natural corridor to connect the two
protected areas,

.

Erle Carlzon, Colin Phipps, Chuck Carr, Larry Harrls and Bob Carlson inspecting new power line

In Sam Jose, Mr, Phipps met
with an offfcial of the U.5. Agency
for Interpational Development [US=
ATD] to discuss ways im which At
coutd as5ist the CCC af Tortwuguera.
The meeting was very productive and
concluded with an invitation to the
CCC to submit a comprehensive pro-
posal for the Tortuguero area.

Inm addition ta Mr. Phipps, Ehe
tean 1imcluded Cindy Phipps, phota=
grapher; CCC Executive Director,
Hr. David Carr; CCC Board Member,
Or. Archie Carr IIT; Greem Turtle
Station Manager, Hr., HRobert
Carlsan; University of Florida
Wildlands specialist, Or. Larry
Harris; Florida State Huseum an-
thropelegist, Dr. Kathy Deagen; and
Snithsonfan Institution consulkank,
Hr. Eric Carlson. Hr, Robert
Wells, & atbtornay from San  Jose,
jolned the team for part of its
sojourn at Tortuguero.
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former student, close colleague and long-
time friend, wrote the faliowing Meamarla!
for the journal, Conservation Biology (Vol-
ume 1, Number 2, August 1987). With his
permission, we have reprinted thiz tribute
o Archie Carr

Archie Carr, naoble spirit and
greatest conservation biologist of
these troubled times, died at his
home on Wewa Pond near the town of
Micanopy, Florida, on May ?1, 1987.
At the time of his death, he was
the world's Jleading authority an
$ea turtles, a tropical field
e#cologist of exceptional ski11 anmd
axparfence, a brilliant weiter for
audfences of both scientific and
populsr literature, & distinguished
taxonomist and evolutionary biolo-
gist, amd &n internatiocnally
acclaimed advacate of conservation.

Archie Fairly Carr,Jdr., was
born on June 16, 1909, fn Mobile,
Alabama, where his Father was a
Presbyterian minister and his
mother & piano teacher. His koon
ear for lenguage and music devel-
oped early: as a child he learned
Gullah, the Tyrical dialect of
coastal, southerm blacks; Ehis
linguistic abi1ity few other whites
ghared, In later years ha devel-
oped his language 3ki11s by col-
lecting diatects from the the
Caribbesn area and sast Africa. He
would treat his students and many
friends to anecdotes from the Mos=
guite coast or Grenada or Grand
Cayman, told in the way they had
been told to him. He prided him-
self on his Spanish, Tearned from a
Cuban roommate in college amd par-
fected during his years of living
in Honduras amd Costa Rica. After
giving a series of Spanish radio
broadcasts in Costa Rica an the
subject of evolution, he was told
by ome university professor,“You
hava mastered our languoage,®

Above all; ke Toved the sounds
and rhythms of English. For those
of us gathered in the Casa Verde
after an evening of walking the
turtle beach, hearing Archis recite
from memary Jabberwooky or a comic
poem by P.G. Wodehouse with the
accampaniment af the night sousds
of the jungle and the Caribbean
surf was an experfence of a
Tifatima,

And he was equally adept with
the writtes word., His chapter *The

Black Beach® in The Windward Aoad,
published by Knopf in 1956, won an
0. Henry Award (Best Short Slorles
of 1958]. He also wom the John
Burroughs Hedal of the American
Museum of Natural Wistory for
nature writing. Hiz Handbook of

Tirties: The Tivtles of the United

States, Canada, and Bajla Cal-

formia s published im 1952 by Cor=
nell University Press and sti11 in
print, was & model of authoritative
yet lively scientific writing, win-
ning the Daniel Giravd E1110t Medal
6f the Hatfonal Academy of
3ciences. Archie Carr wrote 10
books and more than 120 sciemtifie
papers and magazine articles during
his career of more than half a
century.

It was his father who fnstilled
in Archie Carr his love of animate
and inanimate nature, and the back-
¥ard of his home 1n Savannah,
Georgia, where he grew up was
Filled with cages of snakes,
MMzards, and turtles. He was an
awid hunter, but 1ot his taste for
1t im Africa, a change Ehat he
described fn his book Ulends: Tra-
vals of a Naturaligd in and owt of

Africa, published by Knopf in 1984,

His 1937 doctorate, tke first
granted in roology by Ehe Univer=
$ity of Flarida, was under the
superyision af Professor ). Speed
Regers, a Timnologist. The entama-
Tegist Theodore Hubbell alsa infl-
uenced him strongly, as did the
grest animal ecologist W.C. A11se,
who taught him the importance of
ecologtcal organfzatian, Allee,
who had been paralyzed by an acci-
dent, was carried around the Flor-
ide counkryside in & wheelchair by
the zoology gradvate students,

Although he Tearned ecology

early, his first professional acco-
mplishments were 1in taxonemy and
evolutionary biology. From 1937 ko
1943, Archie Carr spent hizs summers
With Thomas Barbour, at Harvard's
Huseum of Comparative Zoology. IE
was Barbour who first expanded his
horizons and gave him confidence in
his own rapidly maturing fnkellec-
tual powers. Barbour was the mosk
important single person in Archie
Carr®s formative years a3z & biel-
ogist. They were wery close, and
Barbour often came to Batnesville,
Flaorida, to visit the Carrs.
Barbour, a man of boundles: enthu-

sfasm for 11fe, taught by example
that it was proper to glory in the
natural world--to savor 1t and
enjoy 1t. Hargie Carr 5t111 reénen-
bers seeing the elderiy Barbour
cutside 1n the Florides dusk with
tears streaming down his cheeks
becouse he could ne Tenger hear the
high notes of the chorusing cricket
and tree frogs,

continued on page &
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Film of Archie Carr's Life

A group of Archie Carr's
friends are working on a film of
kis Tife and work. The group has
raised nearly $10,000 fn start-up
money for production of & high
quality, hour-long documentary for
use on national TW. The two year
project, tentatively titled “Archie
Carr Tn His Own Words®, 1s the
brafnchild of Gainesville cardiolo=
gist Mark ¥. Barrow, University of
Florida Law Professor Joseph W.
Little, and former Florida State
Museum Director Joshua £, Dickin-
san. The film will be made by
Bainesville-based producers Hilliam
Suchy and Stephen Rebitaille, wha
have created a number of notable
Mies for the Public Broadcasting
Eystem. The total cost will be
abaut $300,000,

Archie Carr's writings will be
the principal source of the narra=
tien as Ehe film explores natural
Florids with alternating scenes of
Africa, Laktin BEmerica and the Capr-
ibbean. Profits from the film will
be shared by the Florida Defenders
of the Envirenment and the Carib-
bean Conservation Corporatien,

“
WWPF-International

Honors Carr

The World Wide Fund For Nature
(WHF International} {nducted
Or. hrchis Carr inte fts Boll af
Honour., Hr. Charles de Haes,
Director General, explained that
this 12 & posthumous honour re=
served for people having rendered
great service to the cause of con-
servation. The MWWF=International
previously recognized Or. Carr fin
1973 with 1ts Gold Medal.
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At the MCI, Archie Carr also
cultivated his appreciation for
exobfec foods, &t the sumptucus
meals thet “T.B." served. During
these years, he co-authored with
Barbour Antillean Terraping , &
minograph describing new  tortles
from Cuba, Haitdi, and the Bahanas,
The Windward Road was dedicated to
Barbowr's memary.

From 1945 to 1949, Archie Care
was on leave from the University of
Florida, teaching biology n Span-
ish &t Wilson Popenoe's Escuela
Agricola Panamericana in Hosduras.
This was when he first becams Fami-
Hier with the forests and peoples
of Central America (described im
his boak, High Jungles and Low
University of Florida Press, 1953).
Ten years later, he added to his
Central Amerdcan experience with a
twi-yoar stay abt the University of
Costa Rica.

Thraughout his 1ife, Archie
Carr traveled widely &% a research
and censulfing bielegist. During
the 1960s, this was facflitated hy
the Military Air Transport Service
privileges that were part of his
Office of Heval Research grant to
study sea turtle migration and
navigation. MHe could travel free
to any place in the world wisited
by 1.5, military aircraft, His sea
turtle studies took him te every
part of the Gulf of Mexfco, Carib-
bean, northeastern South America,
and Pacific Central Amarica, ke
aisp visited and warked in east
Africa, Mew Caledonia, Papua New
Buinea, Australia, and other
places. Some of his research was
done at sea; in 1978, he took part
in the Green Turtle Expedition of
Ehe R.¥. Alpha Hellx in the waters
of f Costa Rica and Micaragua. His
knowledge of world ecosystems was
Tegendary--1t 15 said that whan
Time=Life Books was starting its
meticulously researched series of
natural history books, the edfitors
offered him his cholce of conti-
nents to write about. He chaose
Africa.

A fine teacher in the class-
room, Archie Carr kept his graduate
course on community ecology ewen
after he had been appointed Grad-
uate Research Professor, the Uni-
versity of Florida®s most disti-

nguished academic position, amd no
Tonger was required ko teach. put
the high point of the course was
always the field trips. Lacking
the formality of the great
Linnaeus, who marched his disciples
into the f1eld to the sound of
kettledruns and French horng, Pro=
fessor Carr nevertheless managed to
make his fleld trips memorable,
Bringing to besr his great fami-
1farfty with zoology, batany,
soll1s, geology, history, and eul-
tural anthropology, he sketched an
axcaptionally vivid picture of the
landscapes he visited and shewsd
his students the need to weave
together a11 of these disciplines
to begin to wnderstand the subject
matter of ecolegqy. And iFf he could
catch & poisoncus cottormouth moc-
casin or rattlesnake to wave abowt
among his more reticent students,
his day was complete.

One of the unforgettable cha-
racteristics of this most charisma-
tic of modern biologists was his
humar. Everyone who knew Archie
Carr has funmy staries to tell
about him. There was the party in
Homduras that he attended dressed
a5 8 Witch and carrying a 1ive
vultere. Or the time he snatched
up and ate ene of the type speci-
mens of & mewly caught species of
fish from the Rie Tortuguers, just
te see [and describe with glee far
years afterward] the outraged reac-
tion of fts horrified discoverer.
I particulerly remember a tension=
Tilled IUCH sea turtle mieting in

Miami., & nusber of us had gathered
to talk on the sidewalk outside the
matel in the warm evening air, when
we were intérrupted by a shambling
and rTagged hag whe pushed by us,
muttering and cursing., Only afier
she had passed did we reslize that
the old crone was Archie,

I betieve that one of the cri-
tical reasons for Archie Carr‘'s
remarkable productivity was his
ability to shun academic politics,
red tape, and administrative falde-
rel. Mhile he would espress symp-
athy with worthy cawses, he could
not be drawn in or embroilad. Ta
his studemts, who loved to watch
his dncredible techaiques for
gscaping tactfully from beres,
hyresucrats, egomaniacs, and enthu=
siasts, he seemed to be able to
vanish throwgh solid walls.

Anather reason for his productivity
Wit his Intellectusl focus: he
worked almost entirely on turties,
kept his objectives &lways 1n mind,
and was never sidetracked, sven
during his final 111ness.

Archie Carr's family 1ife was
& rich and full as his professio-
nal career, and was thoroughly
intertwined with {t. He married
Marjorie Harris fn 1937; she 45 a
bielogist and distinguished conser-
vatienist in her own right. They
had five children, one daughter who
is a profescional actress, amd four
sons who have pursued careers in
canservation bialagy.

It seems to me that Ehres
things made Archie Carr becosne &
conservat fanist, His wast know-
Tedge of the natural histary of
Flerida (reminfiscent of Gilbert
Waite at Salborne] wag part of his
superb sense of place and gave him
an acute dwareness of destructive
change, His visits to Africa ended
his comforting fantasies of eternal
wilderness in faroway places,  And
his work with sea turtles taught
him £ see the world--as few people
have==through the eyes of other
species,

Whatever the ressons why he
became & comservationist, he was
highly successful., Tortuguera
Hational Park in Costa Bica iz a
monument to his efforts aver 30
years, 2% fs part of the conser-
vation comsciousness of that superb
country. The Caribbean Conser=
vation Corporation (created by
neéwspaparman Joshua Powers as “The
Bratherhood of the Green Turtie®)
was inspired by The Windward Road,
and has become an fmtermationmal
force for the preservation of sea
turties. The CCC was first funded
primarily by the Tate John H,
(Ben} Phipps to help support Archie
Larr's research at Tortuguera. For
several decades, untfl the death of
Ben Phipps, the philanthropist amd
the scientist maintained a rela-
tionship of close friendship and
absalute mutwal trust.

Far 20 years Archie Carr was
chairman of the Marine Turtle Spe-
clalist Group of ITUCH's Survival
seryice Commission, ferging and
directing the international move-
ment for the conservation of sea
turtles. During his tenure as
chafrman he was not afraid to take




controversial stands., He consis-
tently fought against the commer-
cial "ranching” of zea turtles and
sale of their products, a position
that was supported by U.5. regula-
tions and by CITES convention., He
alsa epposed the removal of sea
turtle species from the IUCN emdan-
gered or threatened Tists merely
because particular populaticns
appeared to be doing well.

In the 19605 Archie Carr
started and directed the U.5.
Havy's "Operation Green Turtle,” a
project to distribute green twrtle
(Chelonia mydas) eggs and hateh-
1irges from Tortuguers to ersbwhile
nesting beaches around the Carib-
bean and Gulf of Mexico. Although
the long-term effects of Operation
Green Turtle are whclear, conser-
vation efforts at Tortuguero ftzelf
have produced the beginnings of &
dramatic recovery of its nesting
green turtle population during the
19405,

Besides his conservation work
an behalf of sea turtles, Archie
Carr 2150 sSupported his wife'sg
effective campaigns for conserva=
tion in Florida, &nd in the past
few years devoted fncreasing time
to the probles of marine pollution
by plastics and petroleum. He won
numerous awards and honmors for his
conservation work. These dnclude
the World Wi1diife Fund®s Gold
Hedal, the Smithsonfan Institu-
tion*s Edward W. Browning Award,
the Hew York Ioological Society's
Gold Medal, amd the Hal Berland
Award of the Hational Audubon
spciety. He was also appointed, by
Prince Bernhard of the Metheriands,
am officer of the Order of the
Golden Ark.

Above all, Archie Carr was a
great bialegist. His early des-
criptive studies of turtles set the
standard of guality in the field of
natural histery. Later on, 8% ha
focused om sea turtles, he moved
toward ecology and behavior,
aithough his work always retained a
taxonomic and evolubtionary peETSpeC =
tive. For decades the Hatiomal
Science Foundation {(amd the Carib-
bean Comservation Corporation and
the Office of Maval Research] sup-
ported his research at Tortuguero,
enabling him to mount one of the
longest lasting and most intensive
studies of an animal population
that has ever been done. This work

contfnues under the aegis of the
Sea Turtle Research Center, recent=
1y established for him at the Uni=
versity of Florida, and directed by
his former graduste student, Or.
Karen Bjorndal. To date, more than
35,006 adult female green turtles
have been tagged at the research
statfen &t Tortuguero. From this
effort have come papers by Archie
Carr, his students, and obther
fnvestigators om orientatfon,
migration, nasting behavior, nest
physiology, sensory physiology,
nutrition, demography, and other
subjects. Almost a17 of the studi=-
25 have significance for conser=
vation==Archie Carr was & conser=
vation biologist Tong before the
field was recognized.

ATthough his work had a consis-
tent goal and focus, he never stag-
nated, Perhaps this was because he
had set himself such an fEmensa
task, the elucidation of the 1ife
histories of sea turtles, He
accamplished much to shed Tight on
these elusive creatures, but his
awf discavaries kept expanding the
work that remained to be done,
Characteristically, in ome of his
last papersz, published in this
issue of Conservation Biology, he
charts new terribory, not only faor
sea turtle research but for ecology
and conservation 4n general. Am
unezpected outgrowth of his 30-year
investigation of marine twrtles®
complex 1ife cycles, he deseribes a
relatively wunknown ecosystem of
glabal importance, the Langmuir
bands, or driftlises, of the open
ocean, and calls attention to the
special wulnerability of these
convergence ones to marine pollu-
tion. 1 spoke with him about this
work in March, im his Tiving room,
under the elegant Audubon print of
Carolima parakests, &5 we looked
across the terrace to the sink hole
lake balow, He knew them that he
would not 1ive Eo study these
bamds, yet his wview contimued to
swedp out beyond present horizons
to the needs and opportunities of
the next generation of researchers,
Tt was fitting that only a week
before he died, Archie Carr was
presented with the Ecologieal
society of America‘'s Eminent
Ecologist Award.

The werld that Archie Carr
explored and wrote about %3
changed. Many of the things he

knew are gong or passing. Some of
us whe continue his work will pause
at times to resd a passage from his
writings that describes,’ with the
full fntimacy of Tove and genius, a
landscape or a part of wild nature
or human culture that has vanished
heyond recovery. To experience Ehe
world throwugh his words 1s alse to
understand why his Tike cannot pass
Ehis way again.

fet the sea turtles remain,
thanks in great measure to the Tong
Tabors and measured wisdom of
Archie Carr. 5o do two generations
of conservationists whom he
inspiraed and trained. They are all
witness to the fact that the Jabar
cannot be halted, howewer briefly,
and that 1t has a purpose which can
sometimes be Fulfilled.

Ferhaps Archie Carr wes right,
and in much of the world, as in the
Florida he knew so well, the des-
truction that "1% going on now fs
Just a Tot of 1jEETe clean-up opers
stions, 11ttld stratchings-out of
small tag-ends amd patches of the
past overlooked in the First waves
of rufn.® But 1f so, he 1fved
fully and still found much to cala-
brate. He was one of the Tast
great minstrels of wilderness,
singing & seng of joy mixed with
abiding melancholy, a song Ehat
saddened his 1isteners even as f{t
gave them heart to fight, as he
did, against the wnthinkahle
auteons,

His own words say it best,
Here fs & selection from Ehe last
chapter of Uendo:

At first 1t was hardly more
than a feeling in the ground,
from out in the night some-
where. Then there was a bass
cough, and crumping sobs
gathered &nd went rolling
about the dark, one by ome,
Tike barrels tumbling. It was
the Vion song, and T sat quiet
te lmarn 1t, as you learn the
trill of a tree tead, or how
an alligator goes. And though
there may have beem 1itt7e
resl song Im the souwnd, it
came in strong and lonely
Ehrough the whisper of the
mizt; and to me, at the time,
it seemed to tell of an age
being lost foravar.

==favid Ehrenfaid




