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Aftitting tribute -

Thirty-five years ago, Archie Carr, the world-
renowned naturallst at the University of Florlda,
wrote “The Windward Road.” It was & landmark
book about the diminishing number of great
green sea furtles that migrated back and forth
across the Caribbean,

His work tagging. tracing and counting the
green turtles helped foster an international

movement to save the specles
For Archie from extinction.
Carr

"All of us concerned with
the conservation of ses turtles
owe much to Dr. Carr,” said
James W. Pullman Ir,, regional director of the
LL5, Department of the Interior, Fish and
Wildlife Service, “His contribulions as a
researcher, writer and teacher have fostered a
groundswell of support and activity on behalf of
sed turtles.”

Efforts to save the seageing turiles continoe. In
Tortuguera, Costa Rica, a jungle coast where Dr, Carr
spent seazons on end tapging turtles before they began
their cross-sea migration, the Caribbean Consarvation
Corporation — the sea (urlle conservation group
founded by Dr. Carr — conlinues itz efforts to profect
and preserve the species.

[ronically, the growing environmental awareness
among Amerlcans has helped spark a new, and not
altogether benign, bourlsm boom in Tortuguero,
where amateur nafuralisls now crowd the beaches in
the night fo observe nesting female turtles. Some-
times, their Mashlight beams distract and frighten the
turtles, causing them (o abandon thelr nests,

In Tortuguero, the CCC's new challenge is to seek
ways to help foster whal has been called “natural
hislery lourlsm™ in thal impoverished area withoot
having & negative impact on the nesting turtles.

"Dur objective Is to support development of
Tortuguers for natural history tourlsm o the exclu-
slon of other incompatible development,” writes
David Carr, executive director of the organization kg
father founded, in a recent newsleller. "We also in-
tend fa insure that tourisem is controlled and carefully
managed to minimize its impact on the turtle rookery
and other fragile natural features of the area."”

Ironically, while the CCC struggles to preserve the
largest green (urtle rookery In the Caribbean in the
face of growing pressure from developers and tour-
ists, a somewhat parallel struggle s going on much
closer to home,

An endangered kin to the green turile is the logger-
head turtle, and the second Largest nesting population
of loggerheads in the world can be found along a 20-
rmile stretch of mostly undeveloped beach in Brevard
and Indien River counties.

MNeedless to say, there are very few strefches of
beach along coastal Florida that remain safe from

development pressure, barring those that are already
In public ownership.

Last February. Gov. Bob Martinez and the Florida
Cabinct approved the sxpenditure of 5268 million far
14.5 acres of {hal beachfront area which begins south
of Melbourne Beach,

The states commitment. however, represenis only
a small portion of what's needed to acquire and pro-
tect those vital logeerhead nesling grounds.

For some years now, the 1.5 Fish and Wildlife
Service has proposed the establishment of the Archie
Carr Mational Wildlife Refupe, 10 consist of some 800
acres of beachirant properly, or about half of (he 20
mile steelch,

[t has bean estimated thal it would cost between 350
million to 250 million o acquire the neceszary land
for the refuge. Unforiunately, for each vear that ac-

quisition is delayed, the estimated cost will rise, given -

the escalaling walue of
Florida.

beachiront property in

Each season, upwards of 12,000
ity Ioggerneads return lo this deserted
stretch of beach to esiablish nests.
[n addition to the loggerheads, the
area provides shelter for numerouws
ofher gpecies of marine and wild-
life, including the green turtle,
indigo snake, gopher forioise and
scrub jav. And the uondisfurbed
dunes along the beach contain
many varieties of federally and
slate protected plants,

“These species, rare and endan-
pered élsewhere in the stafe, are
still henging on 4% remnant populations in this frag-
mented and increasingly threatened habitat," states g
recenl edition of the Manilor, the newsletter of the
Gainesville-based Florida Defenders of the Environ-
menl, "The state of Florlda and the U5 Congress are
presently faced with a formidable task: to protect the
last strelch of unprotected and undeveloped beach on
Florida's easl coast.”

Im 1985, the LS. House voled to allocate 53 million
to begin acquisition of the refuge, bt the Senate
failed to approve any money at all, Likewlse, no feder-
&l funds were allocated for the current fiscal year.

It is time for Congress to join with the state of Flori-
da in estabilzhing the Archie Carr Matlongl Wildikfe
Refuge, Every year that passes without action results
in more development activity along that stretch of
beach, and higher prices for noquisition,

"I, Care's legacy Is great,"” Pullman, of the Interl-
or Department, has observed, "and his namesake will
do much fo galvanize the needed publlc support (o
ensure fhe success of this large undertaking.”

It would be a fitling memorlal for a sclentist who
did so much fo alert the world to the plight of the
prasl sesgning rurileg
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