Eating honu
honored
special link
with ocean

1 would lilce to respond
o the July 29 letter,
“Friendly, endangered tur-
tleg would be d&:im.ata:l
The comments of the au-
thors, Ursula Keuper-Ben-
fol e g

Tiom are
dicative of the Western at-
titude. They lack the
knowledge of the host cul-
ture with itz spirifual asso-

clation with
IIIIIII e eas
and ite fau-

only for the purpose of sus-
tenance but also for spiri-
tual and cultural assocla-
Lien with the god Kanaloa,
The turtle was a symbaol of
long Hife and in ancient
times waa given to the
high chief, because |13
{Charated from s oy
separa ;

g entlre generation of
kanaka m:ﬂ g}'ew up and
was depri experienc-
ing the cultural connection
to the turtle.

steak as an “exotic” food
item. That's why the tur-
ueu-hacumnmdmg?;ﬂ—-
through exploita-
tion, and not by the actions
of native peaples,
There are 5o many tur-
tles now In the Western
Pacific that it is time the
indigenous: are al-
luwedti:ﬂr Ereen sea
turtles for cultural purpos-
es and home consumption
inn a controlled procesa.
The native pecple in
each reglon throu t the
Western Pacific should set

an amount that would not

harm the of tur-
tles. This would reatore na-
ture’s balance of the turtle
population. Biologists and
the indigenous people
‘could work together to
achleve thiz

To forbid taking of
honu is a prime example of
placing restrictions on
kanaka maali without their
input and knowledge of

Remember,

when Capt. Cook arrived
here in 1778, the islands
were planted from the
mourntalt to the sea, The {8
lands were surrounded
with thousands of fishponds
that were “overflowing”
with fish. He commented
that “these people must
have a superior knowledge
of the land and sea.”

Let's try o gain some of
this “balance” back for na=
ture's sake,

Charles Kaouluwehi
Mazwsall 8r. {5 0 Howation
crltural specialist.
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Friendly, endal;ger-'ed turtles would

Mahalo and congratulations
to The Honolulu Advertiser
for the editorial “Don't rush
returning turtles to the table.®
s mn?ﬂm 1.111:1'};.3&

it out, “the
. Fr?lme turtle population mes-
sured in recent vears is not
enough to take the restrictions
off.”

Unllke turtles from most
other regions in the Pacific,
Hawali's turtles (honu) are
struggling with & disease

mouth and soft body

Many die from thia m%:ﬁm
Your state Senate recently
passed a resolution mmguﬂ-
ing this diseage ag “a gerious
threat to Hawall's green sea
turtle,” Worse, the evidence
indicates that this threat iz
growing. Obviously, turtle
hunters would only take tur-
tles without tumors, reducing
the healthy population.

The second concern is a
' one,

P
Since Hawall's sea turtles
came undetr protection in 1978,

they have experienced fre-
guent contact with humans.,
Everywhere there are
brochures inviting tourists to
vizit ane of many tle
towne” Every day, tour boats
take snorkelera and divers to
“meet the honu,” Many of
Hewaii's turtleg have there-
fore learned that humans are
safe and have loat their natur-
al fear of them,

This blissful tameness will
make them “sitting duckg”
when lmited “harvesting™
suddenly turns the tables on

__

bf: decimated if harvesting resumed

ﬁm Wednesday, July 28, 1998 = A13

Tu.lr.ingadmntagnnfmm-
 ing animals

dezerve better,

The honu are an impariant
part of the Hawaiian culture,
but not just as animals to be
glaughtered. At Punalu'u

Beach on the Big Island there

I5 a monument that honors
Hawaii's sea turtles. Tt alsa

honors the “Legend of Kauila.”
According to Hawaiian leg-

brings no one hon-
" or and flies directly in the face
of the “aloha spirit.” The honu

~ end, Kaulla was a turtle with
gpecial power.

Bhemu}duuﬂ

hernelﬂuIﬂa%ﬁ
did this so ghe plnywilh
children. She also liked to

keep watch over them. The
people of Kau loved Kauila az
the guardian of their children.
Punaluu Beach ig a beauti-
ful cove of black sand. There
are many green sea turtles
there: turtles are tame
and friendly and they often
awim cloge to children playing
and in the water,
Wa encourage Hawaii'a in-

T

thiz aspect of the honu as
well,

Should the mave for "limit-
ed harvesting” be succezsful,
however, we beg that indige-
nous leaders show mercy for
the honu and agree to limit
their harvest,/kill to locatlons
well away from recognlzed
diving spots and anywhere
elze where turties are known
to be "tame and friendly."

Ursula Kenper-Bennett
and Peter Bennett




Turtles

on menu
to honor

Mallil

I-I'uﬁtispar_tspnrt,
parts

L
By Bob Krasss
- .-m_
Two giant turtles mated in
the blue ocean on this
and flippers splashing in
awloward exuberance.




 Pikelot: Tufﬂés_'fb I:)mwcfe feast

FROM PAGE ONE g

cled by a pristine beach.

The only building is a Catholic
church, with a tin roof and no walls
except on the altar side. Turtle
hunters there after gafe ar-
rival. There is no water except for
the contents of coconuts,

The crew had canght five turtles.
Smoke rose from the beach when
Robert Malewslig,
cued a turtle while Independence cir-
ded the island.

Four live turtles came back in
the boat to be winched onto the
stern, where they were covered
with nets like cargo. They are for
the big celebration at Satawal,

tives of Satawal, one of the poorest
of the atolls, _
Makali'] left the Big Island on
Mlmwmihh@ Bi-
e Eratitude

Errh]‘h'llu's Hawailans to
sall by the stars and ocean swells

E&mmmﬂumﬁm
af Hawali,

stopovers has been so abundant
theat Few of the food supplics on the
mann, the expedition leader, sai
he'll give food to the Satawalese,

There have been feasts and cele-
brations all along the way,

Makali®i crew member Kalnani
Kahasunaele of Hilo, who compos-
3 songs and is a professional mau-
sician, says the and dane-
ing on the atolls is

“There’s no hesitation from the

to the oldest,” she said,
mhnpphmhm ﬁn::ﬁ
5ee in their
hypothesis is that they can spend
more time singing because they

don't have many distractions.”

Al Puhuwat Atoll, the men wﬂf
one moming making costumes
yellow coconut fronds and




