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Archie Carr, recipient of first Hal Borland Award from the editors of Audubon.

AE-‘.CH[E CARE, known wordd-
wide for his piomeering studies of

sea turtles in oropical oceans and on
exotic beaches, is the first recipienr of
the Hal Borland Award, g0 be presented
annually by the editors of Audubon
"an individual who, through writing,
photography, or art, has made a lasring
contribwtion to the undemstanding, sp-
preciation, and protection of nature,”

Une of the most literare nstural sci-
entists i America, Archie Carr’s de-
votion o the eraft of writing, his delight
in words, and his coneermn for the notural
world shine through i all of his many
books and arricles. His book THE
WiNDwARD ROAD: AIVENTURES OF A
NATURALIST ON EEMOTE CARIBREAN
SHORES mot only received critical ac-
claim as a classic of nature wriring, it
created worldwide concemn for the plighe
of the sea turtles,

As Frank Craham Jr, wmte in the
March 1982 {sase of Audibon | In a pro-
file of Carr and his conservation sctivist
wife Marjorie: “Added w THE Wi
WARD RowD's literary excellence & its
value 85 propaganda, Books such as
SILENT Seaing and THE PoPULATION
Bome had the inirial achantage of mak-
ing plain the details of a problem about
which many people were ar least faintly
concemed. Archie Carr's book creared
imterest in & situarion which, before
then, had come to hardly anyone's
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nocice. Sea turtles, whose oceanic habi-
tat ard outaftheway nesting beaches
make them among the beast conspicuous
of large animaks, might have slipped into
extinction without even o commemo-
rative paragraph in the daily papers.”

Carr & gradunte research professor of |

biology ar the University of Florida in
Gainesville, pmid the Hal Bodand Awand
wik presented at a dinner in the court-
yard of the Flodkda State Museum ar-
tended by some 230 af his colleages,
friends, wnd sdmirers.

The award, co-spomsored by Carl Zeiss
Inc., mcludes a pair of 10040 Zedss Di-
alyt binoculars, rubberarmoured for pro-
tection in the foul weather naoralists
and natural sclenises often encounter,

Archie Carr 5 a longrime resident of
Florida with a halfcenmry asociation

with the university, where he studied bi-

ology as an undergraduare, did his ma- |
| ery's board of directors to honor the

ter's work on the chemistry of local
lokes, amd earmed his docoorate with a
thesis on the disteburion of Florida repe
ciles and amphibins, His books include
HioH Jumcies aMD Lo, Tenoo, and
50 EXCELLENT A FisHE, abour erudies of
the green turde by Carr aned his col-
leaguies. And he has written numerous
artiches shout the nawweal history of
northern Flosida and especially the Su-
wannes River country,

Like most good writers, Frank Graham
noted in his profile, Archie Corr 15 a

iy 360

good reader. "My mother and facher en-
couraged me to do a lot of reading when
1 was & child,” he wold Graham. " loved
the wonds, and 1 would pore over every
line, savoring the words and saying them
over to myself as [ read. [ found myself
studying the style of the writer, and even
todsy | am & slow reades.”!

THE WinDwark Roap, Graham
wrote, “is not serletly about natural his-
tory. It real subject & Archie Carr's exu-
berant sense of adventure, as acted upon
by turtles and ourtle boar caprains, a pair
of sapphirve eves in the dark, queet smells
carried on tropical winds, nighe sounds
in a swamp, and—well, the sff of
life.” e chapter, *The Black Beach,”
invodved Carr's meeting with a bocal
woman at o turtle’s nest on a Costa
Rican beach. Published in Mademoisefle,
it won an O Henry Aavard as one of the
best sharr stovies of 1956,

(Carr's son Chuck, more formally
known as Archie Carr [, writes of
another, decidedly more danperous en-

| counter on 2 Costa Rican beach in

“Foiling the Pantera Negm," our Earth-
Warch fearure on page 26.)
Finally, again quoting Graham, “The

| qualicy of writing turmed oue by some of

ot better naturalists is high, bur there is
sebdom a shift in the earnest, even sol-
emn, tore. For the most part, humer in
mature writing I8 rare, and cultivated
only by cutesy-poo animal lovers. Archie
Carr, when the occasion demands, can
be every bit s carmest and solemn as—
well, Balph Mader. Yet, though he de-
means neither the people nor the wild
creatures he wrires abour, there & quiet
hasmor, & hali-comcealed chuckle, on
nearly every page of his books."

The Hal Borland Award was estab-
lished by the Marional Audubon Soc-

mermary of one of America’s best-loved
npture writers, The son of a comtry
newspaper editar in Colorado, Hal Bor
land grew up on the High Plains eady in
this century, became a newspaperman
like his father, and joined the staff of
The MNew York Temes in 1937, Four
years laber he wrote 8 naoure essay that
appeared on the Sunday editocial page,
the first of more than 1,700 nature edi-
torials that ranm every week until his
death In 1978, A coneributing editor to



Auduben for a decade, Borland was the
author of more than two dozen books
on nature, His own coneributions to the
understanding, appreciarion, and protec-
tion of nature are leglon,
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The color plares of endemic Hawaiian
birds thar aceompany Steve Yate's arti-
cle, "On the Cuming Edge of Extinc-
tion," heginning on pape 62, are repro-
duced from two books thar are as mare as
their subject mamer. AVES Hawaneses:
THE BIRDS OF THE SAMCWICH ISLAMDSE,
by Seote B. Wilson, and THE Avisaima
OF LAYSAM AND THE MEIGHBOURING
[sLawns, by Walter Rothschild, wers
published in London In the 1890s for a
small number of subscribers, 250 copies
being the limit for the laceer rithe.

Most of the plates were drawn by EW
Frohawk for the Wilon book. Thres
paintings, of the ‘skepa, ‘elepalo, and
the extinct black mamo were done by
105, Eeulemans for the Rodwschild wols
wme. All are masrerpieces in the bes
tradition of the nineteenth-century En-
glish omithologist John Geuld.

Wilson spent the vears 1BBT-B8 in-
vestigating the birdlife of the islands at

the behesr of his soology professor ae |

Cambridge, Alfred Mewton, In New-
ton's words, Wilson “broughe back such
# eollection as had newer before been

made there.” He also was appalled ot
the decimation of Hawaii’s avifauna,

e largely o destruction of the native |

forests. Wilson's comments in the Ihis in
1590 were particularly prophetic:

"It would be & disgrceful thing if such
a (arden of Eden should be bereft of its
birds, more especially as [ am convinced
thar these slands have a grear future
before them as the preat health resore, 1o
say mothing of the vase member of tour
ists who will flock to see the voleanic
wonders of Hawall, from all quarters of
the globe. On their behalf | appeal m
the landowners and 1o the Legislarure
of Hewaii to unite in protecting their
coamtry’s binds, [ would sugpest that not
anly should fosest lands be fenced in s
far as practicable, but that no exorc
birds shoald be introduced. It would noe
be msh to say that ere another cenrury
hos clapsed but few narive specles will
remmain.
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Audubon Cover Proofs

A limiced nesmber of nfcdded anfl of
the Dty cower of Backesl deer bocks

are avallalle. A copy will be sene |_-|-|:h_-q|;h|
| ie a stundy madlivg nebe upon receapt of o

| check fur $10. Wit Cower, Mational
Acdubon Sociery, 350 Third Averue,

Mew Yook, MY, 100722

DISCOVER A NEW WORLD

Explore new horizons through the afordable sport of
canceing, Built by Vermont crafismen, Mad Biver
Canocs are renowned for their beaaty, versasility,

‘.H"' steengeh, and ease in paddling, Available iy four
different materials and rwenty-too diversified
mrodels, your canoe i8 i our FREE color carlog.

‘p Write to: Mad River Canoe, Box G10-0,
Rrver Waitsfield, Vermont 03673 » 802-406-3127
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We've improved
LEITZ BINOCUI.ARS

he only way we know how..

with a $100 Cash Refund
and the Leitz Passport Protection Plan.

Th.rﬂ.* will never be a better time dealer call (B0 223-0514 ar write
to purchase the finest binoculars ta E. Leftz, inc.. 24 Link: Drive;

irr the world, For the name and Fockleigh, MU OF4T,
address of your nearest Leite Leftzameans precision. .ﬁ#‘*

Worldwide




