


Satellites May Help Green T urtles;
Odd Catching Methods Once Used

By Jock Boughmon

CORFUS CHRISTI TEX —The
great grecn Lurbies oneg 8o com-
mon along the Texas coast, and
now surviving In the Caribbean,
may soun be wenring frassistor-
zexdl fracking radios and be ap
an by ane of the NASA satellites,

Today, the furtles are o threst-
enid zpecies and efforts are be-
ing made o inereass the number
‘of the big soup turtles by learns-
Ing more aboui them, Scientists
bave - already iried flting the
turtles with radios to make a
long-range study of thelr habifs
and migratiome Bul thess stodics
have been hampered by the
earibh's ‘curvature, which limits
the range of radio iransmission.

Mow, Dr, Archie Carr, in a -

recent imue of “MNationsl Gea-
graphly Magszine" smys NASA
hus suggested that use of a satel.
lite might beeome avallable for
tracking the great reptiles as they
B0 abrut their business in remote
aress of the sea, Signals from the
turkles could be picked up by &R
orhiting satellite and reloyved to
a ground atation, where they
eoaild be plotted on & map,

_ Carr, & University of Florida
zaologist, hia long been interested
in the green turtles And iz cne of
the leaders in the fight to save the
by raptiles fromn exlinclion. (See
“The Sep Turtle,”" WP, P. 83, May

18620
Sponsors of ﬂpmﬂm Giraon
Turtle, aimed ot preserving the
grant chelonians, are Florida Tni-
versity,  the' Matbonal Sclenes
Foundation, the non-profi Carib-
Baan Congervation Corp. and the
Costn Bicon governmant
_-H'l‘\l"l" INTERESTED
“The T. 5. Novy. Wtercstod-in
the green turtle's phenomenal
ability to navigete, halps by alr-
lfting baby turtles to former
nesling sites in Central and Soulh
Arparies, Mexioo, the Weal Indiea,
“The only Baw in the preen
turtle resource,” says Carr, s
the faet that the fomales have io
come share to lay their cgps. They
leave the eafely of fhe zen —
where thedr ske makes them al-
most imsmune to dapper — and
vapasn thamselves and their off-
spring to the hazards of the land.®
Most of the groen furfles left
todpy mest on B -mile sirip of
Costa Riea's enstern shore ezxllad
Toriguerns HBeach., The Demale

sconps @ pit in the =and and lays
about. 100 golf-ball-sized  epps,
Afler incubating about 80 davs,
the baby turtles hateh, wrigple
up through the gand in which the
cggs were burledl and make a
frantis dash far the sea.

Clumay on shore, green  fur-
tles swim nearly a5 fost as o man
can run, surfacing t  hreathe
every few mimstes, and they rare-
Ay dive deeper than 07,

Males nevar eome sshore, ond
all those taken on the beach are
femnnles, However, in parts of the
Caribbean, thoy sare eatght in

" great medd W which palnted wood-

en turtbe desoys are afaxed, In
Brilieh Monduras, mative fsher-
men make these decoys from
earved driftwood, and decorate
them with bright and faned-
ful patierng of paint, Thess are
then used as floats for Iarge
nyeslied nets, usually from 100 to
300 long and 20¢ to 40° deep. The
decoys, pregenting a turtle =il-
houette  from below are ap-
propched by  amorous  tuctles
which bacomme entangled In the
wiebbing.

But far and away the most
eoloefiil method by which men
catch turtles is that which em-
plogrs the remora or shark sucker.
Comparable to falconry in its ap-
peal to the imapination, this ape-
chint custom was Bpparently pra-
valent pmong the Corin Indians
who Inhsbited the sea asmed
after them, and It =ill persists
among eame of thedr descendants
as weoll 0 among varios peoples
In the Pacific and Tndian occesma,
Columbiz  obserwred  this  sxakio
method on his second vayags,

A ring wos put sround the tafl

of the sharksucker or Temora, to

which a line was abiached. The
TemoraAR Were carried In Tive
wells in the Indian cances, and
when placed in the pea sought to
escApe by swimming in all direcs
tions. Eventoally one would spy
the iurile asleep on the surfsce
and rttach itsslf to she chelomian
by the sucking dise. on its head,
The fishermen, ps soon pd they
porceived fhis, were able fo
Iaod the furile by means of the
cord fastened to the fsh’ tail,
There used to be a comsidorabls

fishery for prepn turtles on the
Tesas coast and in fhe =arly 1800=
A correspondent for ome of the
Et. Liwuis newspapers wrote about
ihe Aehery around Rockport and

Avansde Page Tn the baye areamd
thoae towns wore grest under-
a5 pastures of eal grods an which
the green turtle fed. And on thess
grounds the Behermen tool bl

turtles,  cow  furiles and  tortls

calves” using nats In the samp

manner &= described above 8%

cept that desoys wers nok wtillzed,
CAUGHT IN PASTURE

The turtle fishermen knew the
houms ot which the herds of tuce
tes sought these pastures, They
strung their nels in convenbent
places about the underwater pas-
tures, strafching fthem to cover as
much space ae pogalble, Turties
godng to of coming from the on-
dersea feeding grounds would be-
come entangiod In the larpe-mesh
nets,

Teday ihe eel gross and furiles
are practically extinct on the
Texas coast and far southward,
until

Mﬁm?umtanm&wﬁh__

Coniral Americs still cateh them,
GREAT TRA

Carr and his colleagues have
been intercsted in fhe rapidly
vanishing gpecies for many years,
and have marked moere then $000
nagting turtles ol Tortuguero. His
work hes revealed thet fhe furs
tles tmvel immense distaness —
ane irned up st the [siand of
Trinidad, more thanm 18500 miles
from Tortuguers,

But they almost olwaya return
Wﬁfhﬂﬂlummm
hatehed. Females rarely change
their negting places, "

It is against Costa Rican law to
dig up tho eggs or disturk the
turtles on land, but prodeters ke
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Mﬂrmnnhly,mgmw
return only to secludod Deaches,
well known io the nest robbars,
but not eosily pretected by the
Inw officers and game wardons,
Carr says that “our i=mgging
sludies have shown that the green
furile hes o strang homing urge
ond great pavigational ability, Bo
far the process by which ther
hiold courses and make pin-point
trndings ai the end of long jour-
neys 15 not known. The most Like-
1y explunatipn is that smells of
certnin localities are earried by
oeean eurnents, and that a siines

compast genge Boused o polnt
the way to homing turiles,”
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