AKamIt bldﬁ
on Kaula tuna

By Jan TenBruggencate

Adeertiser Kosad Burean

LIHUE — Koichi Masaki remembers fishin
arcund Kaula Island In the 1930z, the sk
come alive with the birds that nested there, an
the Hawalian monk seals basking on th
o
the
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along the island’s steep sides.

those days, an automatic lighthouse opera:

ed on the small island’'s summit, warninﬁ-past

ing ships. It was closed after World War
Masaki, once the owner of the largest com

5

mercial fishing boat on Kauai, tuna trol
fing around the island and bottom fiz)
until they loaded up the boat.

He remembers finding a reef the charts didn’
. Some folks still call it Masaki Reei
v'e a couple of miles from Kaula, with dee
water all around i, and comes up to within 2
feet or so of the surface.

s | Mazaki wﬂgmuftwh?ﬂ‘mmn:‘mm
g = shallow-water o uloa, w opel
..mm““m ooean. He went back and forth until pinne

Koichi Masakl: “If they destroy these birds, |, " '\ . non -
what will happen?’ L__Whmﬂm::mal Guard couldn’t locate it, the:
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and bombing |-
took Mazaki aboard therr boat and had him pin-
point it

Masaki first went fishing in 1814, He had his
first boat. a 32-footer, in 1916. But he didn't
start fishing as far out as Kaula, as far be
Nithau as Nifhau = beyond Kauai, until
when he had a boat he felt was big enough for
going so far from home. _

The actlon i85 past now. Mazaki, 85, hean't had
i boal for years. The Kausi commerclal fishing
fleet, onoe ts gtrong and led by Masaki's
b2-footer, i% gone..

And besides, the fish aren’t there like they
used to be, he zaid. {
He blames that in an the Navy and i
use of Kaula a3 a ing target dating back to
the early 1950s. When the bembs started Eﬁ-

ping, the tuna abandoned Kauai waters, he
“If you go (fishing off)y Nithau when they
bomb that islamd, you ean't catch one tuna. You
can feel the blast 20 miles away,” Masaki said.
Kaula is a volcanic tuff cone, a semieircle of
land that lies 21 miles off Nithau. The island is
04 of a square mile in ares, 2 miles in circum-

See Old-timer’s on Page A-6 Kaula Island lies 21 miles off Niihau.
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