Life at the edge of
most verdant island

Hawali's oldest and

gives the Moriarty

family some of nature’s best. Kilauea

Point National Wi

dlife Refuge is.. ..

A Haven for
the Wild

an Moriarty stands on the edge
D ofacliffa Kilavea Point Markomal

Wildlife Refuge on the istand
of Kavead and points o a speck soaring
out to sea. “There goes a ted-iled
tropichind,” he savs, without so much
45 d sguint.

Moriany, 48, has been looking out
from these cliffs since he stamed his
joby as ranger for the National Fish and
Wildlife Service some 10 vears
The horticulmrist, wAldlife enthusiast
and father of three still gets excited
when he spois a s irtle, a school of
dolphin, ora fedgling testing its wings
for the first time,

“Ahterwork Doften come here justto
watch,” prins Mociamy, wind whipping
threnigh his hair. "Orwhen I'mwaiting
for somecne o arive at Princeville
Airport {on Aloha IslandAir], Il stand
here until 1 hear the plane, then [
jump into the car and go pick them
upe” The manger's home is ocated on
the grounds of the refuge, niot far from
kind's end.

“People who kmow wildlife at all
ko this is the spod to come 12, he
conterds.

The main amractions i Kilasea Paint,
however, are not the colonies of
wedege tailed shearwaters of red-footed
baobies. It is the Kilauea lighthouse
sanding a few hundred beet dommbill

Lingher ool [ an .-'Id'l::l.rmnj.l share fhe
ey of Kauan's Kilaiea sancfuee:
Pt be Koeith Rzareesice

from Moriary's house that first cap
tures the atention of most visitors

Budlt in 1913 when Hght was still 3
prirmary means of ruvigation forsailing
and merchant ships, the red-and-white
"beacon suation” rises  damaticalty
over the Pacific an the edge of a 200
foot sheer rock dropoff. The drama
Incresizes on winter days when huge
waves throw up an eere mist to
shronc] the srecture

For vears Kilauea lighthouse was
registered by the United States Cogst
Coueard ms a “class B 200-watt heacon

“People who
know wildlife at
all know this is
the spot to
come to.”

By Sue Lanci

station” and wias manned rournd-the-
clock. In 1974 an automated lighting
svarem was instilled and the use ofa
backup light virtually climinated the
need fora full tme lHghthouse keeper,
The lighthouse was deactivacesd in
1976 wiven a fully auromaric electronic
bearon was placed on a small pylon
fust seamard of the lighthowse waver

During the trnsition, the govern-
ment decided that the United Sates
Fish and Wildlife Semvice would be the
Dest agency [0 serve 38 custodian of
the 31-acre site, which contains al
and waried group of wAldlife species.
After a number of years, during which
the Comst Guard comtinued to maintin
the lighthouse, the title of the areawas
finally changed in 1985 10 Kilauea
Point Mational Wildlife Refuge.

Ty the stundy pharos serves asan
automated weather station, feeding
informeation regularly tealr traffic con.
trollers ar Honolulu Intemational Air-
port. Last vear, Kilaies Polint had one
of the highest visitor walfic Bows of
any Wildlife Refuge in the United
States. At the height of the towrist
season, LS peaple milght stop by o
s L ina single iy,

“Information gathered here {5 real
impetEnt ™ notes Moy, UThis s
the northemmost point in the entre
island chain. All the weather stars
here,” he says, polnting momh. Just
offshore is the tiny sland, Mokweae,
Heeralkby iranslared as "fragment frothing
it thye risinng ticle"
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A young albatross struts bis stuff.
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ir"s beaunifol, Bur o bave b realioe
that there aren’t many kids fo plav with
here, When the kids were voung itwas
OK hug you ressch o derain point in
time whien thesy start to break out and
want their peers

“And with our children geming
older,” he continues, “education be

“Most people
don't realize
Now much
protection we
provide the

vedr, IUs @ joint state-federal progect,™

sich experiences have bred ino
the Mordary brood an almess insting.
bl love of nature. None of the chil-
dren have s desire o pursue their
Eather's field, Dan confesses, although
thee all wavally knowe more: abow
wilddlife: than st acduls:

The [onger vou wlk with Dai
Moriarty the clearer it is thut the ranger
doesni't merely enjoy his work; he
livies it. A visit oo the refuge's allatross
nesting prounds confirms the absera-

ticm. Ax Dhn enfers the protected area,
he spins off a steady stream of facts
dhowt the hinds, their habits, the con-
tinual effort o protect them from
predutors, and whar fun it is 1o watch
them Fegin o fly,

“This s their runway here,” he says,
peruting v stelp of grass arop a smmall
hill “Thev run inmrhe wind and don’s
alwas make in 10s byvsterical towsnch,”
he savs. chickling,

“And look @t some of them,” he
wclels, “They look Hke little rock stars,”

wildlife from
predators.”

COes impomant tons” The remoie
ness of thelr home foreed o major
change in the couple’s lifestde this
vear when Mary Moriany started ar-
rending school at Oahu's prestigions
PunahouSchonl. she ancd Linda stay in
# rented apartment there Monday
through Fracay and commute home
un the weekends. Dan stays home
with the two vounger chilibren, whao
amencl elememntany schonl.

Home, forthe entire Moriarty family,
is @ place where everpday life reads
like the pages of National Geographic.
Part of its uniguenness siems from
Dan's job responsibilities. “1help Dan
and the kids dosome of the wildlife
work,” notes Lingda,

Dan explins: “What happens is
this; young birds {wedge tailed shear-
Wilers ) nest up in the mowneins and
when they leave their nests and try to
fiy out 1o sea. they get attracted o
lights and come down. The people on
the island are aware of this so they
pick them up and bring them to fire
sanois Tl po out and collect the
hirds from the different stations and
the kids will help release them. We
recever and bard abour 1,500 birds a

Ala Mo Abbb. . .

A, the life,
Ar the new Ala a Hotel,
The difference is everywhere, Spacious suites.

Classic furmshings, Superb amenities.
And service that reflects our new relinement.
A sophisticated home for kamaainas
and visitors alike,

The convenience 1s exceptional.
Sunny beaches, Downtown meetings.
Waikiki glamour. And Ala Moana
Shopping Center, nght next door.

Discover it for yourself. Call 955-4811.
On visit us at 410 Atkinson Drive,

-

ALA MOANMA HOTEL

- FEATURING 5 FINE RESTA URANTS o LOLTNGES

Crperated by Azaba U154 Cba'F-u.ra.dnn
Abi Mai=a Hedel - Waikikl Beachoomber Ho Eenahoiy Beach Hotel
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the entire island chain. All the T e T
Mending fences, setring traps, land:

We at h Br Sta rts he re 2 scaping and maintaining grounds s
, tiresome work. But seen through the
eves of child—aoraduls like Lindaand
Dan Moriany—the work provides a
Chance o stay close w the bind. Given
their prcrities, It's nog surprising that the
Moriarty household has notelevision,
“The kids doa't really miss i Linda
contends, “Although, 1 must admir,
whenever we go o soneone's house
who has a TV, they mn right o ic.”

TV or no TV, its a sure bet the
Maortartys will be around for some
time, Linda's family lives “right down
the road” and Den bubbles with en
THLESIASM OVET A UpCOming expansion
of the refuge. He still can't understand
why the story hasnt made heaclines.

The Kilauea Point refuge recently
aoaquired a total of 134 acres of ooean-
front land adjacent o its existing 33
ares. The new expanse, which: in-
cludes a 568-font cliff knowen as Crarer
Hill, will e used as a hiking proursd.
When the trils are complete, says
Moriamy, Kilavea Podntwill offer some
of the most spectacular views Inthe
sl

The additional land was acquired
throwgh the efforts of a local commu-
niy group known as the Crater Hill
Coalition with the help of the Trost for
Public Land, 175, Sen. Daniel Inouye,
L5 Reps. Daniel Akaka and Par Saiki,
Iry thie endd, the state bought 38 acres o
add o the refiuge and 99 acres were
domated by the Pali Moana Cormp., a
Kauai developer,

A new visitors center will be huilt oo
handle the expecteskincrease in traffic
arwd o provdde more room for the 126
docents who assist with everything
from wisitor edecation and wildlife
interpretation @ booksiore: manage-
menl, nursery and plant propagation
wiarks seabird banding and nest mon-
T activities,

[t's been a long tme since Kilavea
Lighthouse ashed its waming light
over the crags of nomhern Kauad, but

Kffﬂueﬂ Lz:g'brb{}me mﬂr‘ijﬂuﬂf’S for residents and visitors alike, the

charm of the rugged peninsula that
F SUPPHTS it 05 as tmeless as the surf
ﬂ{]?’fbﬂﬂmﬂsrpﬂiﬂﬂ Phote by Siee Lot that pounds at its feer yF |
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