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' “"Here In Hawail we have ample démonstration
.bf the vitality "of our senlor eitizens and the
rich conlributions that they ‘make in the daily
life of alir community. el :
¢ In ‘the Deépartment of Social Services and
- Housing, we have ams which are ‘desi
“looperale’ on “senior power.” These are our
. Poster 'Grandparent, Senior Companion;” and
Respite Services programs. They employ 244
_able-bodied and low-income seniers wha devote
“Tnore’ than 16,800 hours a month 1o helping,
‘enicouraging dand caring for their 500 clients of
ﬂlag‘ﬁ-' iR T b o

“We in the social fervices aré particularly con-
‘tefned over the probability of severe Tedue-
tions in many of our-programs ‘55 2 conse-

B .IettEts

er’ and seals
process which we asked NMFS ta follow allows
such review,

4, Such issues are never simple. Careful read.
ers of your news articles are probably aware of
the complexity of the problems of research on
caplive, hand-ralsed animals, However, under-
standably, many readers are busy and distract-
ed, and often Infer an oversimplified conclusion.

Far example, the opinlonh has been expressed
that the Aquarlum’s major motivation fn this
episode Wwas to “save their pels” and “agsure °
that they. hive monk seals on display so that
attendance would not fall, thereby trading a
short-tifne gain. for the significant long-term
loss of monk seals in the wild,” -

Such. a simplistie ¢onclusion, while under-
standabie, is- definitely not warranted, Our

Jiymajer. motivation was {o” aveld the death of

guence of the Gramm-Rudman Act. We are  abollier captive seal, In our view, two deaths

-dptimistic, however, that the DSSH programs

~which employ senior citizens will be maintained

unscathed: and we expect that our "older wark-

ers’ will' continue: 1o serve as they now do —

-with-5 :

and with pride, = .
"FRAMEKLIN Y.E. 8§
-~ Director, DSSH
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- Research and survival -

.1, wish, 1o make -four points: concerning the.

Hawaiian monk seals in the care of the Aquari-
rum.which have been the subject of recent arti-
cles in your paper and on television,, .,
Ll Although  the | private - citizen . who
-gonfronied the National Marine Fisheries- Serv-
Cite (NMFS) blologist on Aquarium property is

khown 1o many staff members, we had no fore-
kndWledpe of his aclions; they are unzanctioned
by the Aquarium and we recognize them to be
illegal. The seals are legally in the custody of
the NMFS (althoughspractically they are in our
care), The Aguarium was
the NMFS 1o remove the seals. -

2. The Aguarium recognizes the need Lo con-
duct research on monk seals in the wild and In
:caplivity in crder o ensure the survival of the
;epecies. But we believe that there are better,
gafer ways of conducling the research. Review
and. serutiny, of the research methods by other

>

parties are needed. The modification-to-permit -

UNN

prepared to permil

odue o the same experiment would be
harshly by both ' the public. and the sclentifie
community, and would seriously jeopardize all
research on monk-seals. e
i+ 4. The Lwo seals that remain in the care of
“othe Waikiki “Aquarium are still in the legal
Coeustody of the NMFS and will still be the sub-
ject of ‘research that we hope will benefit the
gurvival of the wild population. Such research
should be of low risk to the animal and should
iake advantage of their behavioral conditioning.
; [ LEIGHTON TAYLO
%7 : Direcior
Waikiki Aquarium
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More on derelict cars
“7In response to Mr, Bud Thuener's letiet edi-
tor {3/5), we agree that the registered owners
thould be held responsible for an abandoned
« vehicle if they have not submitted the legally
rvequn]'egl notice of transfer upon sale of their |
vehicle, - 1 b m v el x
Unfortunately, the present law does not allow
the impdsition of such fines or eriminal prose-
cution unless a police officer witnesses an indi-
vidual abandoning a wvehicle. However, Houze
Bill No. 1830, which has passed the House of
Hepresenitatives, will correet this deficiency by
placing the responsibility of an abandoned or
derelict vehicle upon the last known registered
ewner, :



Monk Sei‘

By Tom Kaser
Advertiver Staff Writer

A young Hawalian menk seal died recently at
the Waikiki Aquarium during an experiment to
determine what can be done to reduce the high
death rate among monk seal pups at French
Frigate Shoals.

The young seal, named Tuffy, went into “eap-
ture shock syndreme” during the experiment
and died of kidney failure Jan. 3, ssid William
Gilmartin, leader of the Marine Mammals and
Endangered Species Program of the National
Marine Fisheries Service, which had been con-
ducting the experiment for about three weelks,

Hawailan monk seals are an endangered
species and an estimated 1,900 to 1.400 of them
live in the 1,000 miles of the Hawaiian Islands
northwest of Kauai,

Of the nearly 170 pups that are born in those
izlands each vear, about 100 are born at French
Frigate Shoals.

But an unusually high proportion of the
French Frigate Shoals pups — about 20 percent
— die in their first year, and Gilmartin suspects
a similarly high percentage di¢ during the sec-
ond year.

“No species can stand that high a loss of its
young without experiencing an overall decline in
its population,” he said. “"We need to know
whet's wrong at French Frigate 2

“Maybe the problem is genetic, which we can't
do anvthing L Maybhe It's a food resource
problem — not enough food in that area to feed
the monk seal population, We know that
whenever food is scarce, the young animals lose
out most.”
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This Hawaiian monk seal was photographed at the Waikiki Aquarium in 1983,

Gilmartin said Tuffy was an emaciated 35
red at French Frigate

Shoals in 1984, The animal had been born that
summer, had just been weaned, should have

weighed at least 150
died if left on itz own.

back o health and w

“pmmdz. “and would have

AL the Waikiki Aquarium, Tufify was nursed
eighed about 180 pounds

before the experiment began in Decemboer.

"The experiment called for us to physically

restrain Tuffy in an drained tank so he could be

injected with radioisotop
us. kowever,
drome wilhou

e material. Unknown to
he went into capture shock syn-
L giving any outward sign of being

in that state.

*“This syndrome i=n't unu=ual in species Lhal

{

Advariiser phodo

are just not used 10 being restrained in any way
= especially exotic ones, like some species of
dolphins. But it's very uncommon among seals.”
e said that in Tuffy's caze it vaused extensive
muscld damage, which in turn sent damaged
muscle cellz in the blood stream Lo the kidney.

“The muscle damage was not from Tuffy fight-
ing us bul from a passive reactlon that goes on
inside the animal's body. It's partly pavchologi-
cal.”

The National Marine Fisheries Service has two
other male monk seals at the aquarium and Gil-
martin faid one of them will scon be used to
continue the experiment.

"But we will administer the radicisot

material in a different way." i









EXPERIMENTAL SEAL—Walkiki Aquarium staff and volunteers have deve ‘a bond
with Maka, o Howaiion monk seal brought o Hawaii for m;‘m:ﬁ“—stu Hf:ﬁnh
by Terry Luke.
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March 17, 1986

Richard Shomura

HMFS

Honolulu Laboratory
p.0., Box 3830
Honolulu, Hawaii 96812

pDear Richard:

I have received your letter dated March 14 which apparently
passed my letter of the same date in the mail. In it you address
a number of issues, the substance of which are not all relevant to
the subject at hand. vour mention of certain extransous issues
reveals what I think is an unfortunate attitude and opinion about
the Aguarium which I would like to work together to correct. I'll
repeat my suggestion made in my March 14 letter that we meat in
the company of a facilitator =killed in conflict resolution, I
would suggest somecne from the Meighborhood Justice Center. The
aguarium 1is willing to cover the expenses for euch a meeting. MY
motive is to begin to heal the schisms between our offices.

Let me DOowW address the pertinent issues put forth in your
ietter. First of all, 1 sincerely apologize for the oversight of
not providing you with a copy of the press release which was
distributed on March 7. Such an oversight is counter to our
written policies and 1 regret very much that a copy was not made
immediately available to Yyou. For your records, a copY is
attached.

as I mentioned in my previous letter, actions of Skip Haftel
were not known to us in advance and we do not sanction them., We
were prepared to release both Maka and Nuka to you on March 1@.
This is your legal right. Our prime motivation in calling public
attention to your research was to avolid consequences that would
greatly jeopardize research not only on monk seals, but on captlve
marine mammals in general. We were prepared to lose both seals
from our public exhibit areas and to rigsk the wrath of your office
in order to do what wWe folt was our legal, moral, and
scientifically ethical duty.

You inguire in your latter as to what the future will bring.
0f course, none of us know that, but 1 can assure you that if
another circumstance arises in which I and the institution for
which I am responsible, must take an unpopular, yet ethically
required stance, We will do so again.

§




To look to the future in a more positive stance, I hope that
you will accept my offer to sit and talk and resolve this
conflict. Please consider it seriously and with the sincerity in
which it is offered. I don't have to remind you that the two monk
seals in the care of the Aguarium are still im the legal custody
of HMFS and can still contribute positively to research efforts
that we hope will produce information critical to the survival of
seals in the wild. Aguarium staff and volunteers have been
pleased to contribute time and money to the rehabilitation of
young female seals which have subsequently been released in the
wild. These animals have never been on public display. We are
prepared to continue to contribute to the survival of monk seals
theough this project, 1In addition, both Maka and Nuka have been
trained to participate in research projects such as audicgrams and
selected types of physiological research.

We hope that Dr, Gilmartin will continue to cooperate with
our staff in the conduct of this research. In addition, the
Waikiki Agquarium, in collaboration with the University of Hawaii
Marine Mammal Lab and selected other scientists, will soon submit
an application for an Endangered Species Permit and a Marine
Mammal Permit for the conduct of behavioral research on monk
seals. We have been told by Dr. Gilmartin of the high priority of
his energetics research, but we feel there is a wide array of
behavioral research that also needs to be done,.

I note from your letter of March 14 that you have distributed
copies to a number of people. I feel that it is only proper that
I provide them with a copy of this letter, as well as with a copy
of our press release, our draft policy for research, my letter to
you of March 14, and a copy of a Letter-to-the-Editor to the two
daily newspapers that is an attempt to correct some faulty
inferences on the part of the public.

Richard, in conclusion, let me say that I think that writing
indignant letters back and forth to one another is not going to
heal the sitwation. I sincerely hope that we can all sit down
together and talk and re-establish the positive working
relationships that we have enjoyed j he past.

Leightpn |Taylor

cc: L. Donaldssn, Chairman, FOWA %
I. Barrett, Director, Southwest Center, HMFS
E. Fullerton, Director, Scuthwest Region, NMFS
A. Simone, President, University of Hawaii
D, ¥Yount, Vice-President for Research, UH
« Gilmartin, Honolulu Lab, HNMFS
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Monk Seal R b ——
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Help Save
the Species

by Richard 5. Shomwirs
B Maka, n Zyesrold malke Hewwtian monk seal, Bas
necereed mich allisbon bldy becsise The Balionsl
Marine Fisheries Sarvice [MMFS] plaea 50 move Maka
froses the Wialkiki Aguariom 2o Sen L e Park 1o continus
NHMFE monk seal reseaich. T of this k
i capinoe 22als 5 1o bl s the Hvwadan soenk seal
Irom ealinction, D, Lewghton Tapor, direcior of the
Wakil Apeniom, i opposed 1o removal of the s
NMF5 monk seals Irem the Aquarum. Seme of the
fecenl media coverge of the e basad on o prass
Tk toed by Dir. Taglor gives an moomplee piclurn
of the peoblem and siluation

Recimtiy 5 meeting immling officials from e
aquariom, the Linisersiy of Hawe aod NMEFS was badd
ai the Honolulu Labeewsory in an attem g soresolva the
problem. Dr. Tavar, who @ cumenily esting on the
maieling, wes representid sl the mocting by acting
squarinm director Bruce Carlon. Dthers from the
equanunt includied Reid Withrow, a sead specalis?, and
Wayne Gocke, o member of the Wakidi Ageariom
Board and an actes solunimr wirker st fha aguriom
MMFS werk rapewsantad by Bicherd 5. Shormura, directes
of tn Honolul Lebaraimny, and Wiliam G Gimarsn,
haad ol the Maring M Ie and Ereda | Spacies
Frogram ef the lshoessory, B, Fril Halirich, dieecios ol
tha Havali bstinuie of Merice Biology, chairved tha
masing at the regiess of De, Dudd Yoo, University of
Hzwai wice presidoent for mesarch, The aquarium
opraled By e university, and Dr. Tagdor repoats i D
‘emanl.

Richard Shomura reseried shal “an agreemint wax
reached in which Blaka (B el of the feo seals al the

q ) waoiid n 5 the aguasiom for resesech,
which waald be within (he guidelings extabilshaed by tha
ageatioe. Thiv wem 2 comsidersble concession by
PMFS, since il nedered the ressarch capatibiies of f
laboentoey. Mehia, ihe poanger of du hea sepls, mookd go
i Sea Lz Park, wilh owr (W3] assurance i the
BJudriim esafl fhal wet would have the detais of &
modified fesarch plan revicwed by the MAFS Permil
CHfce"

Srmern added, “ Tha ssusrim represeniaives sere
=aflshid that the planned sssarch wws necossny ol
thal this fnal asproval of ihe sew procedurs would
akhure mindmial risk 1o Mahs

Gizloee & joint press ridiise coud be jssued. Teegher
raled Helfrich 1 say fhat the agreement aed the pr ss
Fikazsim ware unacciplable io Bim

bry wevareeng tha reseanch 4o ba conducted o Malia,
Celmartin hasizad thai *th h irwcluving Maha

min SCIENTIFIC

Tha praven perlarmince ol the
Larraries LC-B0 ngss in & el hall the
¥ with heics the fesleras lor 19361
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in high prioriey F e gow 1o find out wihat b causing e
ceaths of sevaral dooens of Maka's cousics st French
Faigete Ehoals snmsadly. Youeg saaly ¥ Friench Frigata
Shoels are eaperamcing a sianilicantly higher momakiy
tham af sy other hraeding ilend n tha MopFawessarn
Heraewian [elands chain, and the cose may rakaie 5o
avalability of food, The expaniiment with Mais was b
Swrvelap peoceduni In determing hew sfficently mask
wdals feed in the weld The doublelibaled waier
wchnique, whch Todeer objects b, 15 & stasdwrd
procedune used By Biologists o a8 member of skl
ircluding orher soecien ol pewin,

Gimarin further shited that “sines the dasth ol Tully,
[re biwd the test procedums and sre conlidest
that S study will et no more iz 1o the sesl tBan
loste Sawing and collecting Blood mamples bom Maks
Bath peoeiduras hase haen | presiosly al the
squzriim an Maka 25 wdl s on several ofher menk
[

Shermurs poided that while Fa “helieves this ypa of
research is Tuly cosered by trar Federal Linthasugered
Epwoes Act Perimil, our plans sre o poaipone the woek
il & fuly detwiled Testiech oufing bas o d
by the MMFS Permt (Hlice i Wissinglon, D.C.
Shomura espressad “surpree ol Tapke's negaiive
razction in the Tesearch sinca Twgor was present when
dainiis of B research were gheen 4o the Hweaian Mank
Sz v Tewm Iy D, Consary Whiskow of tha
Urivarsity of Hewai in Drecember 19847 B, Taddor s a
merehar ol the rectreey Inem

Shasa wed Gibsartin bebtve NMFS has made a
Mo CORCssisn in lnaving Puka al e soqua e gesd
thal, in taking Maha ender the conditisns mansoned
earliar, thay kerse sntialind most ol she concirrs Nor da
safety of i anisal woled by e aquariom stafl at the
racenk Teeling

Gitmartin e, “Maks will be mioviad & oor eariogi
omeninen kor adapiation do tha Sen Lile Park lacility
and continuaten of tralning for an audiogram shudy.
While this ressssch work s the only ustifcation for
apaping thin endangoned seal in capibiny, pubie S plme
wil contires: 1o be as much & part of Maka's He as
pokihla, p i was &2 the aqudum,* - - Richmrd

ol

W ywou b 1 e and lke 6 write, HFH has
imersvia opanings for aroE reDo s for the
mlareds ol Modoka's, Baat and O'ahu's Marth
Ghore.

Call 395-2400 lor more Infarmiabon,
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Maki Muta * Hresdedl Conen
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