Hammerheads are not yoor
average fish. Besides that weird-
AhaLk Cimity have s sopbistcibed

Ve d tica
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moiher via an umbilical copd.

Sound familiar? Humans are vi-
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eral other fish, -

The big difference between
mammals and other w‘viparnus an-
imals is the feeding of milk to the
young after birth.

The resembiance of hammer-
heads 0 mammais stops with the
umbilical cord apd birthing,

Mitither these sharks, nor any

‘ others, feed thelr young after

But hammerheads do give their
bables, up to 30 per litter, a bit of a
" head start by delivering them in
* the protection of shallow bays and
' inlets.
. Kaneohe Bay is such a place.
Female hammerheads come into
the bay each spring and summer to
have their pups,
:  The youngsters, about 2 feet
long, Hve the early part of their
lives in schools in the torbid shal-
lows of the bay where they forage
along the bottom, mostly at night.
Az they grow, they migrate to
deeper walers of the outer reef.

HAH.II.EH.HEA]E eat
tive fish, oceasionally dining
on members of their own kind.
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And wll.ulFa meml\h that
weird head? The fish bear one eye
and one nostril on each side of

ception; separaie nostrils are
probably useful in locating diluted
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Hving ereatures, such a8'ravs, hid-

den in the sand.
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' Two kinds of hammerheads are
lmdﬂg;r&emumlnpaﬂhmm
head COMMmAaN, or smooth,
hammerhead, :

Both names describe the front
edge of the head, and both are

in Hawallan,
anchent Hawaii, com
ate hammer sharks.

Since Hawaiians did not eat sharks
that attacked hammar-
heads apparently were not consid-
ored a threat.

Not everyone in old Hawail ate
hammerheads, as they were for-
hidden people whose aumakua, or
family god, was that species.

To those who could eat them, the
catehing of & hammerhead was a
Joyous occasion.

After skinning the fish, the meat
was dried, then brodled or cooked.
Mo one in ancient Hawall ate shark
meft raw.

Although ancient Hawaiians
didn't copnsider hammerheads vi-
cious, there have been occasional
incidents in modern times. At least
three nonfatal attacks on swim-
mers in Hawall have been blamed
aon hammerhdads over the years.

In }!l;u French Pacific, local
spear fishermen stop spearing, but
remiin in the w;?:r. F"whﬂn ham-

erhesads are in the vicinity. After
the sharks have passed i
sume fishing.
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