0 death
mtmw I.J' out of bed

recently when my telephone

rang. “Sorry o call 5o early,”

my u rg neighbor =aid.
“HBut a monk seal on our
beach. Weo thought vou would
Enow what Lo do,”

I hurried to the lanai. Sure
enough, right there on the beach
fromting our Waialua apariment
building lay an acult monk seal
biesking in the warm morning sun.
Oh lecky day, [ thought, as [ quick-
Iy dressed, then bolted downstairs.

Eut what I initially perceived as
il blessing turned into a nightmare:
People were rushing to the endan-
gered”animal ie it was a eos
tumed character from Disnevinnd.

“Johnny? Sally™ velled a woman
who shocked me by striding right
up to the resting creature, “Come

see the seal on the beach!™

The sesl lifted her head and
roacgd,

“Shhbhh,” several of us said
um{'m.nuhe

“Why?" she said, indignantly
The seal aguin.

“It's an en i

about 1,500

said, “There are
1 Sain sef|
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"Oh. In California, they're every-
whete, JOHMNMY! SALLYY she bel-
lowed. “GET OVER HERE |
WANT ¥OU TO SEE THIS!"" The
children came running, “This ks a
rore seal” she oxplained to the
kids. "Go over and stand by it so |
‘can take your pleture.”

“Mof™ sald those of us who knew
better. “It's against the law to get
#0 ehose,” one neighbor explained,
losing patlence. “So back off.”
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Don‘t love monk seals

the law 44

| WATCH
Susan

F'le/?f

nelghbor brought his beach ehair
and settled near the sign for the
entire day. Few were bold enough
to challonge this big, burly man —
but still, it wasn't an easy joh.

| visited the volunteer guardian
seversl Hmes that afternoon. He
Wwas getting more and more sup-
burned and the semicirele of curi-
ous onlookers was growing, “How's
it going?™ [ asked,

A nearby observor interrupted.
“Bomeons should get a bucket and
throw some water on this seal —
look how dry it's getting.”

“Don't even think about il,” the
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" I ga at
nnﬁr,mﬁfltngmwd,mmd that
the animz] was here at all.

RA/HEN I retorned late that

and sign were gone. [ was groatly
i . This monk seal on my
;ﬁh:ith hﬂfﬂd been one Etmtht miost
ety-producing wildiife experi-
ences I had ever suffered through.
Most of us are delighted to see
rare, native wildlife on the main
islands but we must ho careful not
to love it to death. You can help
basking monk sesls by learning
what's normal for them, then
spreading the word. Remomber:
B Monk seals are shy, solitary
animals that seek warmth and rost
after ]qu% % in the ocean
farching for . When Ot
2 beach, monk seals are EDT
stranded, like dolphins and

like they have sleek, dol bype
skin. This |8 not the case. Monk
‘#eals have fur, like all other seals,
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