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Great White Shark
Carcharodon carcharias

Length: Adults are
11-14 feet; can
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Shark: Great white may be cruising off Niihat
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Naughton, said his discussion
with Bail indicates u{.lu q_]ﬁléngl’r:t
cartainly gaw a w [
said these ara H;Thut not
unknown, in the Hawallan
Islands

Naughton said a young great
white might be confused with
other species, but with age, “a
white gets very thick.”

Bail zaid she believes the big
shark she saw was

It was June 1995, a
when Hawaii's ccean
water temperature was much
colder than usual and could
hawve attracted a species
normally found in colder
waters, she said,

Following the food

Waikiki Aquarium shark
Jerry Crow sald a big
great white might have trouble
finding & to eat around
Hawall and might be following
a food gource,
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he sald. The shark could also
feed on “which the
gpecies 18 known to do in the
Mediterranean, N ton said.
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Naughton reported that seals
around the Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands show a
healthy re for big sharks,
including whites.

*In all the vears T've been
working, including shark
fishing, I've only seen two. One
was when we were diving at
Laysan (one of the
Northwestern Hawalian
Islands). We had a huge one
gwim over us — it was at least
14 or 15 feet — and the scals
obviously knew it was there.
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The ahnrk did not bother the
human divers, he said.
Naughton sald neither great
whites nor tigers, the more
awallan gharks,
normally attack divers far
below the surfece or on the

bottom. They more commonly
gﬂah&r geale or other prey an
surface, he said,

Waikiki Aguarium's Crow
gaid, though, that great whites
are nof predictable.

“White sharks have carried
off divers off Australia_. If
l‘.he:r‘re in a feeding mode, they

take very large prey, They
usually come from behind and
you usually don't see them,”
Crow said,
Great whites are rarely

. such as geal caught, but Naughton sald he is

aware of three cases in which

anglers, mainly Big
Island’s Kona coast. said
during ntrol fishing in
Hawaliin 1 and 1960, two
whites were t off the Big
Island, an 11-footer off Oahu's
Narth Shore and a 9-footer off
East Oahu. (Reference books
the white sharks can grow
ﬁlﬂnguziml

Shark populations reduced

said,

The only confirmed
white shark attack in
oeeurred in 1969 off Oahu,
shortly after a dead whale had
been removed from a nearby
beach. The shark was ldentifie
from its tooth imprintz in a
surfboard.

State-sponsored shark
fis programe have shown
that 's population of blg
gharks {e readily reduced
through concerted fishing
pressure,

Researchers found that when
large tiger shark B
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sharks that tiger sharks eat
inereased In numbers. These
sharks put more pressure on
_ the shoreline fish supply—

Many shark species, tigers
and whites included, are long-
lived and produce few young.
Because they don't reproduce
quickly, their populations can
remain for a long
time after heavy fishing

pressure,

“Most of the sharks of the
world are soom wngmbem
meendnngmd

Ball =ald ghe hopes the large
Niihau ghark, like other parts of
the marine ecosystem, is left
alone.

“The last think I want is
people acared ar someone over
there trying to catch it.” Bail




