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Fa0 Sheets SEA TUKTLES Fishing Area 31

. GENERAL REMARES .

Tne moet typicel Eeacure of a curtle is tha Bard ehall encaming Eha entire body.  Thie shell ic
composed of & layer of bones undeyneath aml 4 layer of hors an the ouemide; tha latter of tenm, bat mot
always, displaysa geonecrical pactern of lamallas or @csber (kes haric arranpement and nonenc latere
in the abowe figures). The cop of che shell er carapace ik joined e tha sides with the Bottom or
plastron amd the lacter is nocched in feont and rear whers the linbs eserge from the stell. &11
turtles bawe a4 stroog, boeny beak; oone have tzus teath, althosgh tooth=like proféctions may b
pregent of ke jéws. The lisha o flippefs of sea turtler are paddle=shaped.

Sea turtles occur im 21l cropical and ware-tergerdrs osedss. Thay inhahiz shallow waters alosg
coasts and around istande, buc some species are balleved e ba highly migrakory and  are found im the
open sea. They are swift swiomers end some are aaid te atesis spesde of about 35 km par hourp umlike
freshwater turtles they mowve Fordard by aimuleanacus actice of the fromt Flippers, ALl species ate
compelled to reture o regelar inteevals ea the land during the mesting sespomn when they lay thelr
aggs i 4 mest dug inka the sand.  After a Telatively lomg incubation period(usualiy from 45 daye bo
Dox el @ Bl monthe) the hatchlings go back to the ses. Very listle is koown about their
dsel Fate Bafors they scbain eexunl waturity. The majoricy of sen turtles are predomimanciy cerni=
weroud, bal gome epecise Are ommivorous or ewven herbivorous,

Siince pnoient times turtles hawe been held in high watasn as food for man- . The Flesh o well as
the eggs are of delicace taste asd mech af Che peoduction gowa frozen or cameed to export markecs for
the preparacion of turtle soupycalipees, &nd ather delicaciss, Other uses ate in the extraction of
0il From curcle fat, in the torcoiss shell industcy and in tha leather industty. Fighing gesr ot a@ca
inoludes catch by hasd | Langle nets, gilinets, scimes and havp . Tha h rupsetad [rom FLahing
Area M in 1574 pecallad 0 551 Bone,

Somm merine turcle spenies are beconing scaree nouwsdays &nd afe in had need of probection Frioo
irrational exploicacion; rthey are especlally welserable on land during their oestiog pericd. More
Tecently, Earming of sea turtles, eepecially of the green Eurble, haa haen successfully imtrodeced o
some parts of the acen] itis hoped thar this Dechmigua will 1 wore widespread in the near futore
and thee take OCC some of cha flaking pedddurs exsrbed om Ehe species.

Thi ek LarCles af Ehe Weatern Central Atlastic compriee only 2 familles, 3 genera asd b ipeciaw.

GUIDE T0 FAMILIES AND GEREHRA DCLURREING IN THE AREA

FAMILY CHELOMNIDAE

Sbelly bead and flippers covered with horny lamellae (scutesd: hormy besk never W=ghaped whan
vwiewed from the froncl [lippezs with one or two elaws.
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j
EBY TO GENMERA OCCURRING IN THE AREA:
| a. Boeny seutes om carapece imbrivated [ovarlapping iz all ¥
except very old ppecinens (Fige. Th and 1} casaiiiiniiiinnins EppteafidTua
| b, Bormy ecwies on ceropace juxcaposed (not tmbricated)
2 a. 4 pafrs of lecernl {coatal)l acutes oo carapace (Fix.
2ehp efge of lower fow cooraely toothed (Fig. ¥bdj
& simgle pair of prefroncal scutes (Fig. Ta); &
pizgle peir of clawd on f1IpPeTE .ccssssssssnaasrn v rrrarenrrnes R8I
Ih. 5 or more paire of leateral (ccatal) scubes on EEUepeco
(Figs. In amd &a)i 3 claws on eachk Flipper
3 2. & infrsmsrginal acuges on plastrom, sach with =
ppall perforatlon or pore toward theit hind macging
carapace seplelrewBar (FAE: ) crcuamenrrsesiibocinacaiaas Laptdoshsiye
3 h. % paira of enlargad isframergi=e] seoces withouo
porea on plaagzond pica hedre—akaped (Fig, £2)] csannnnananay  GEPEEET
L]
LIST OF SPECIES OCCURRING TN THE AREA:
hr
Cade nuabets are glven for those apecies for which ldensificetion Shenta are imcloded
Faywite it saretds (Linmaaoa) CHEL s 0
(Talowtn npdds Mpcdap (Lirmeeua) CHEL Chel 1
Eratrnochelps Thbrissta falirfaaty (Linnasus} CHEL Eret 1
Lopidoohalye Reripit {(Darman) CHEL Lepid |
foprdoohslys olfivasy {(Bachachalez) CHEL Lopid 2

FAMILY DERMOCHELITWAE

Horny skin ssooth, scuteless; cerkpece bleck with 7 narrow longitudimal ridgee (Fig. Shl,
plastron wizh 5 lopgitudinal vidges (Fig. 5e)i uvpper law with a well-defisned cosp on each aida,
glving the horny beak a U=ghaped appaatence whim vienad fvom ke froat (Fig. Ss); flippers withoug
elawa; Ehe anterlor pair much targer, the pomterior beoadly copnectsd with the tall by a web in adults.

4 wi=sgle species ocourring in the area:

Demmoclelys Aorfaoea sordaona (Linsaecad (Fig- 5] TERHD Derss 1

L Peepared by M. Hirgues, H., Mealco Clty, Hexico
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FICTURE GUIDE TO SPECIES QCCORRING TN THE ARES

2 pairs of 4 inframargimal scutes

prefrontal scules dcutes imbricated

b Big. 1
Chalardia weydee
g, ®
more cthan 1 pair of
prefeonzal scuken
Lepidoshelyn ap.
[
Fig., 3
more thas 1 pair of
prafrontal scutes o o T e 3 infreeorginal scutes
il without poeras
Cappdia sapeiia
Fig. &

P tormashalie sorisses

(Batekling)

Baad LHIHpACS pta-:tm r_‘iﬁ
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Pl SPECTIES TOENTIFICATION BHEETS
:  CHELOWIDAE FISHING AREHA 31
Az N (W Cant. Arlantie)

| corvsta curctta coretta (Linnasus, 1732) I

VERNACULAR NAMES: “‘aﬁf’"
= - FI
i Bn = Axlantie t;}f laggerhead tuetle 0 i o=

Pr = Tortus cacesss'- "% fo 1"Aclantique
Sp = Tortuga caBuams el AtlEnticn

HATLONAL:

TISTIRCTIVE CHARACTERS:

Carapace huart-shaged, depressed, its
wideh aboug TEX of the length. Hesd cethe:
lomg {shont 26% of carapace lasgth) amd
very brogd, wtik 3 poiro of prwframtal
#czabed and a acrong hotoy beall. Mo paieg
af lateral soutes, anterier palr couching
the precentral scutep F polrs of emlanged
tnfromrginal aoutes ok plostror; 2 oloue
o @aah Flippes

Colourt upper sbda Brewnivh ced with
light spots; undersida pala wellow with
diffuse oranga apotd.

Eggat white, spherical, about
4.3 o in dieseter and 36 g in weight.

Hacchlinga: length of cara- —
peoe aboue £.5 cm, Colour darik
brown with light =argins, except
[er [hi keals of the plascron
which sca lighter.

plascren




BISTINGHTISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE ARHA:
Qthas @ea turtles with bormy seubes an shelli  head marrowsr, ceespace broader {szcapt

Epgtmashalyn fxbrioots which ie seaily diacingulsbad by its inbricaced soelea); 4 Inframarginel
places on plastron (1 in Qonedts agpseddal; upper aida of carapace usually not browmish ced.

SIIE:
Catapace lemgth {straighe-1lne distapcal: mazitren Es 125 ) common te 100 .

Fright: maximen to 180 kg commoo to 109 k.

GEDGRAFHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND REHAVIOUIN:

Threughoul the aran, norchward sxten=
ding to Fewe Beoris, Cimada and anntheard
o Big de l& Flata, Argentinnm,

Found in coastal bays of woderata
depth, cften estering screams, but alse
frequently escoumtered in che open sed.
[t is kmosm [0 be & highly migratcry
species, The most Ipoemnt neating areas
are found o the Ascilles [pazticularly
Cuba), Bahamas, OQafatens Foo, Florida and
nerth coder of Calambia. Haging takes
placa [rem Macch to April and ovipoaition
fzom Hay to Amgmet; the inoubation peticd
rangas from &6 to GBI daye,

Fredominantly carnlvorous, fecding ca
ol luscs, crastaceans, flah and Sellylisk.

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDE:

Halaly @n the Campeche bank, alosg the cosste of Floeida, off the Bal and theougl
CarEbbin B,

t the

CATCHES, MAIN FISHING GEAR AKD PRINCIPAL FORMS OF UTTLIZATTONG

!h-q cabch veporced Irom Fisking Area 31 in 197¢ cotalled 3090 toms (mopcly fTrom Guba, negligible
quantitles from the U.B.A., Coloshia, Mexico and Veneguelal. The acposl caeeh i@ probably higher,
eapeclally wies coneidering that no statiscles ere availoble Feoom the Cacibbesn aveu.

e

AL wew it iw cwught mainly with tasgle mete, selnes and Barpecea.

The [lush snd mgge of this turtie are reporced co be a regular item iz the dist of che coastal
population, wmpecinlly in the Caribtean arez. The eggs ave conaidered a delicacy; che weat is tasty,
Eut somewhst bomgh; ofcen exported as filecsr che Clippers aml otbar parte sce used for aoup,
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FAQ SPECIES IDEMTIFICATION SHEETS

PAMILY: CHELONIDAE FISHING AREA 31
(W Cent. Atlamcle)

| Chotomic mydas wydas (Linnnous, 1758}

OTHER SCIENTTFIC MAMES STILL IN USE: Hose

I"'"""' VERMACILAR NAMES:
FAlll En - Atlentic gresm mes bturtle
Fr - Tortus werte de 1"Arlancigos
p = Tortuga wverde del Atlinciza

RATTOHAL:

| pair of

afrontal

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS: Fltu‘lqa
Carapece ovel, depraased, its width pracentral

ahout 84% of the length:. Head wxall (about Tower jaw
A0 of carspece lisgrh), o o single pale
&f Pﬂﬁ‘ﬂft‘hﬂ- deutek; =dw of lovor Joo
.. omarad tocthed, thet of opper jew wlth
" arrong ridges ce ismer surface.  Four pateo E e
af Ilataral acikben om ocropone, STtardae i y
pate nod Towsking the precsmtral pousa)
& paird of infravarginal scotes on pleaceon:
a pingle oloy on gaok Flipper.

Sciuta

Colour: upper slde elive Bross, scobes
of carapace ahiny with radiating wellow,
green and black spota; underside pale :
vallow, ceasy or whitish, { =" latecal

Eggu: whicn, spherical, abour 4.5 cm
in dismecer.

Hetchlings:  lengch of carapace abour

5 em. Upper pide browmish black, pestericr
pertion of corapace ond flippara with a white marging
undereide of neck, body and flippers wellowish whice.



DISTTRGITSHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECTES DOCURRING IN THE AREA:

dcher aen turtlaa with horay woubies on @hellr  edges of jaws smooth &nd more than cne pair of
prefrontal aouten; alss, scutss on shell isheicated in fretnoehelys fmbpdoata and 3 or moTe lateral
peuces in the remining specise {5 laternl scugea in O spdea).

SIZE:

Carapaca length (straizhe line distance}r maxioun oo FO% &my  comson to 90 cm.
Weight: woximm to 940 kgi comeon co 100 kg.

GEOGRAFHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND EFHAYIOUR:

Througbeut the stes, norkhunrd go Kew
England, U.S.A. and mpoathuncd o Rin de la
Fluga, Argemtima; aleo oocors in che
mastarn Atlastic amd the Mediterranean.
gher subspecies of green tortle are found
in the Indism amd Pecific Qccana,

The optlemm hablret ls @linal wuter
wlth as abusdases al waleanegad vegetation,
but stvagglisg Endividumle may he mesn at
cenaiderable diztances from land amd larger
applomeraticne are foond on seall mid-sea
ialands. The maim nesting areas arc
lnoated along the westérn Corlbbesn coast,
on fves Tslard amd in Surinemy wmatieg
takes place from May to July, aod owi-
positiom frem Jume Co Beptesbes; cha
lncubation paried waries wich laeituda,
ragging Trem 43 Lo B0 daye.

Adult gresn barklee are mainly berbi=
vercus, feesdizg om pevernl specles of sea-
grass, but they are not adverse co eatlog
amimale; capbive green torcles are cosmosly
fad animal Food.

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDE:

Throsghozt the area, but especially off the wescern Ceribbean coaat, Plorida, oo the Campeche
Fank ard off the Gulanas; alse exploiced off Brazil te che south of fishing arsa 31.

CATCHES, MAIN FISHIRG GEAR AND PRINCIPAL FORMS OF UTILIZATION:

The catch reporcod fros flaking area 30 &n 107 boknlled 579 topa (Coba: &00 tp ©.5.8:0 100 ¢y
ard Hexies: 79 ). In additicn, farmicg of the species hoe been introduced to some localicdes; 1.
the praduction feos Eubtla farea oo the Great Caymin Inlands otcoined nearly 300 tosms dn 1975,

At een it ie mainly caught with tasgle mete, ceinee end harpoond. On the cestisg groende, sdulk
feraler are pinmply tucned on thedlr Basks.

The Elesh is markeved fresh locally or expstied Cracen.  Alan uaed in the preparation of gab=
produecke puch s oll, callpec and leatbse.

fiinoe the population has bees Eeavily depleted & o cosult of ircatinnal exploitation, severzl
copmtries in the area have adopred reguldtery mawescee canging Erom parcial to full protectiom of
eggs and adolt Females.



£

CHEL Bret 1

fa 1ary
FAQ SFECIES IDENTIFICATION SHEETS

. FISHIRG AREA 51
FAMILY: CHELOSIDAE . {W Cant, Atlantic}

anmyu tmbrioats (Linnseus, 1764}

OTHER SCIEMTIFIC MAMEE STILL IN USE: BMome

VERNACULAR WAMES: o 19 m

FAl: En = Atlamtic haskebill tectle
Fr = Tortus carer de 1'AEluntiquae
dp = Tortuga de carey dal Aeldintioo

HATTIHAL

prefroncal
FTaTT

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS:

Carapace oval, depressed, idcs
widch ghout 753 of the Pength. Hesd
medivm=gized [about 271 of carapecs
lemgth), wxidh 2 paden of posfroetal

“u Soutes and @ strong Borny Beak.
Smten on ohell dehricoted (ooerlampdngl
i gl bt wery old gpecdmang where
thay ore Juetapopad; d paiew of [ate=
nal acubes of STREIAN, SRPETPEAR [EnR
Hat Touwckily dhe pre-asnirml sowde;
4 paira of infFrasarginal soutes om
plaatren; © almis on eaaf Flilprar.

Golours wopper side dark Browsm,
with yellow wnd reddish atreaks om
eszter;  mnderoide pale yullew.

Ezze: whice, sphezical, 3.5 to
%0 gm in disnccer and 28 g in weipht.

| - Batehldngu: léngth of carapace
about 4.5 elf colowr dark browm.




NISTINGOISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECTES DOCURRING IM THE AREA:

Mo other adult sea turtle from thie sres hos Imbricated acutes co carapece or plastrong the
caly other species wich & lateral seuteg om the cearapace ls Chelowic wpdes, bet che caeapaca i
mch brosder, Che flippers bear a siogale clew end cha lower jaw Dé veughly toothed {ewooth in
L, inbrioctal.

S1ZE:

Carapace lengch {atraight-line distamce)’ mewisvs eo 90 cmj  common to 80 e,
Weights oaximes co 120 kg common b0 60 kg.

GECGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION ANT BEHAYIOUR:

Thrcughest the ares, norcheasd to
Hagdachusette, U.5.4,. and southwazd to
aoutharn Brazil; ales oceurs in the
wuntern Atlantic wkere Qb ia appa-
TenCly rare. AR EEdy dubepecine of
hr_nrkul:li.li curtle, Eretecekelys dmhringta
bimpa, 1s found [& Iede~Facific wacers.

Inhablta ccastal waters, incloding
bhallow vagekated bottoms as well as
bave &nd lagoona wicth muddy Serress
laching exbeneive beds of submicine
wigalation. Moting cakes plice Frenm
Fabrasry o March and ovipeditics from
April to Jame; Che lncubatics pericd
ranges from 45 co 55 daya.

The hawkabill Earkls is an omni-
woTols Speciak;  ite diet includes
Jellxlieh, rpomges, cen urching,
crudtacsans, seaveeds and scagfasa.

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDS:

Traditional Clehing grounds are located arcusd coral islande or along Focky cosgbas
ELE;  presently
cnught wainly off Cuhs snd along the western amd scothern consts of Cha Caribbass S,

CATCHES, MATHN FISHING GEAR AND FRINCIPAL FORMS OF UTILIZATION:

Thu catch Tegorted from Cidhing srea 31 in 1574 totalled 305 bome (Cubar 300 t; Dominicas
Republic nnd Wenesuelas méglizible quanticies); wost [1kedy & ecbetsnbinl part of the catck,
eaprcinlly of juveniles, i moE reporeed.

Ak sea it s walnly easght with tangle necs, solnes asd Barpecne.

. Horketed fresh in sces cownbries; Che meat as well as the sggs are good wuting, nlchough
in meny placesa the former is motb p-rrr.ic-u]nrly Cancied ond {8 reported bo ba eporpdically
poisoncua [probebly s a Tesult of the tucble's diec), The most feportant product obcalned
from chis apeciea is the tortolse—shell of cacey which 1s widely uwsed in areimsmal work,
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FAO SFECTES IDENTIFICATION SHEETS

z PISHING AREA 31
FAMILY: CEELOWIDAE (¥ Cast. Atlamtio)

Lapidoahatyn kavpli (Garman, 1880)

" VERMACULAR MAMES:

Fal: Es = Atlantic e eldloy turthe
Fr = Torkua Fidley % de 1"Azlantiqua
Ep = Tortwge lora del & el [

.=..
-
=
E

prefrantal
ECubeE

DISTINCTIVE ‘CHARACTERS:

elreular {n outling,
depruiased, its width about 953 of
the length. Head small {abouc 203
of carapace length) with & paies af
profrontal scuwtow erd & hoeny beak
w.Wtlch may be finely serreced. Fiow
prire of lotersl scuteas om aargpasa,
anterior pair touwching the precenceal
soute; d poire of frgﬁm'grzmi Bauban,
eaoh perforated by & pore dowagnd £k
kind margfm;  sdulke with only | claw
om sach Elipper,

Colour: upper side predomipantly gl
grayish; underside pala yellow. & 3 = moutes

Eggu: whice, sphagical,
absal & em in dieseter dnd
3% g in weight.



Hotchlings: Length of carspese sbout &,2 cmy  shell with 3 leoglveding]l cidges sbove and 2
below, Upper side datk grey to bleck, usdeeside slighely paler) @ [edividusls dieplay white
wmargine on Flippars and greesish tomes In the wxillary region.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

: inmi ied by
idantwiya siftaesn: aimilae in shape, but veey Farely found in the &res oocuple
L, J:.s-.:f'.:'.,- -:I:lHu.r darker [oliwvel; shell deeper mnd slighcly woma wlengated; oentral scuCes
on cecspoce Flag and wdiually more thas 5 pairs of leteral scutes.

Mo achar eorele spaciss cogerriog (s the ares has peres on the inframarginal eculés or @
nearly circular carapace.

SILE:

Cartapace lemgth {stralghi—1line discance)! wmaxioum oo 73 emp common co 70 cm,
Refghts: maximon to 45 kg  comson to 42 Kg.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIEUTION AND EEHAVIDUR:

Gulf of Mexico, Bprmuda and
atlantic coast of the U.5.4. to
Massachusetbs, bat stragglecs have been

reparted as Fear morch &8 Hew England)
thate are also a few Fecords fron Panasa
aid Colombia. Also Feeguintly found in

Biropads BALeti. %

Thisn Epecied soesmar Lo prafar
dballedw whber ind in REsaciakad wikh
tha subtropical ghoreline of aangrove,

wvhate it ie oftem fownd on shrimp
giound=., The only important nesting
area is Tameolipes, Mexicol oaclng
takea place from Moreh oo April and
ovlposition From April to Suly: che

lncubatien perisd renges From L5 co
&0 daws.

Fasdi on ctebe, wheimpu, jellyfiash
and [ E i

PRESEXT FISHING GROUNDE:

o) Formebly ceaghC on Che sheisp grounda of the Campechs HEenk and along the northern coast of
ther Pulf of Mewlco, including ease Florida.

CATI:HEE, MALN FISHING GEAR AND PRINCIPAL FORMS DOF UTILTIZATTON:

Exploisation of this species i forbddden by law throughout che area, since the populatiom
has been ptrongly depleced in recent years, Bosever, ir I escimeced char about 300 specibens
amcusting oo some 20 cons are arill caughr ansually.

Teken in shtizp Efawla and genazally not retursed to the ees,

Bot normally marketed. The fladk ia net Righly aebtsensd in soee locelities, But the egue
wEed 0o be eaCen Cheoughout its Sanga.
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Fap SFECIES IDENTITFICATION SHEETS

i TOAE FISHIMG AREA 51
FAMILY: GHELOW . {9 Cent. Atlambic)

| Leptdoohelps elivases (Eichscholts, FEIND

L

VERNACULAR HAMES:

Falt Em - PaciFic *‘t: ridlay turtla o 14 om
Fr = Tortus vidley o dix PaciFigue
&5 = Tortuga golfina prefeantal

RATIDHAL !

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS: |

aivrawior fr outlineg,
depreseed, its width about 90E of
the length, Head small ebout 223

of carspoce lengrh) witk 2 pafes af £
ewprefromial pouten amd 4 herny bask

which may be Flnely serrsted. Jeually

vwora than § paien [ameetines swem 7laf

lotercl pautap oh aasgaes, anterior 1

palr Dﬂut'hihg Eha pracestral scwbe; |

1 porire of dnfrooaeginal sowtes, eaoh |I

perforated by a pore towerd tir hind

margen; sdultswlch only | oclaw es ¥y

aasl [lippar. W
Colour: wpper mide olive 5.':::::':

brown; wedereide yellowish
whle

Ezgs: white, spherical,
shout 3.% co in dlemecer and

L 1oz ie welghe.

plantron




Habehlinga! lengrk of carvapace sbout & owy  shell with 3 longivudinal vldges above amd 3
belowp soutes slightly imdebcaved. ©Coloor greyish to bBlack with yellew sargins to the shell.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

fdoahelys kowpids  similar s #hipe, bac very rarely found in che orea occupied By
L: u:mm :‘::.;mp lighear, predominamtly greyishy carapace slightly brosder and mcrs
arrocgly dapresmsd, ita mazgln curved upsard and che central scutes convex {neacly £lat is

L. pitvacealy 5 paira of lateral scates om oarapace (usually more chan 5 in D olfveced).

Ho other turtle species cocurring in che area has peres on tha infrwearginal scutss or
a wearly circular carapace.

SIZE:

Carapace length (straight lioe ddstancelt maxiwan to 76 em:  oomsan ta 72 cm.
Height: maximm to 55 kg commom o 52 kg

GEQGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND BEHAVIOUS:

Atlamcie cossc of Sautk Aserlca from
aadrare W la Ea n Erazil; a
faiw Focords exist Erom Cubha and Puerto
Rice. Thie ie mainly & Pacific species
vhich alse oocere in the Indisn Doesan,

Found o shallow commtal watars as
well as in the open sem. The eost [egor—
cont neating aress are found on che coast
of rthe Gulanss; oviposicion cakes place
from Aprll te Augest; the incubation
pagiod rasges [rom 59 po 62 days,

FRESENT FISHING GROUNDSG:

0ff the coast of Che Juianas) alde ell forfthesst Bewzil (outaide Fishizg sces 31],

CATCHES, MAIN FISHIKG GEAR AND PRINCIFAL FORMS OF UTILIZATION:
Separate statistice are not reported for this specics.

Apparently takes in emall nusbers ln the naklisng srus; nf asa {& iz cavght incidentally
by shelep traviers.

Tha fledk and eggs dce merfkutad locally.




DERMO Dermo 1

1977
FAQ SPECIES IDENTIFICATION SHEETS

PISHING AREA 31
FAMILY: DERMOCHELIDAE (¥ Cent. Aclmneich

Permochieiya coriesss sordasea (Linnaeus, 1738)

OTHER SCIENTIFIC MAMES STILL IN D5E: Rone

VERKACULAR MAMES:

Fag: En = Atlentic leatharhack turtls
¥r = Tortue luch de ["&tlantigee
5p = Tortuga laud del Atlfmbico

HAT IIHAL:

BISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS:

Body depressed and cowered by a saooth
horny skin laoking lomwiloe or soutes.  Head
small, ending in a horoy Beak with o well
defined ousp at eack stds of wpper fau ond a
sentral suap on Towver Jou (bedk W-gheped whan
¥iwwnd from tha froot). 7 Ew{iu!ﬁnql icdpaa
fimaluding biw guter or loteral pidel an oarme
paase gad & en plastron,  Flippers very large,
wikthoug clawa,

Colour; ugpper side dark brown to almost
black; whitish spots om meck, incressing im
nuwber on the wentral and cavdal areas,

Egge: whive, spharical, soomally aboub
5.5 cn im dismscer; unfertilized small =gge
may cbten ko found,

Batchilinge: length of carapace abowt
5.% em. Toay show hapionlly the same
fuatares ax the sdult, bus che flippers are
mch larger and the skin is rugose with a
reticulate patbern of small scaled. Cppar
side black, with lacernl ridges white: wsdar—
gide white, morcled wich lighe brewn.




DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

A11 ocher gea turbles scourring in the area bave boray lesellas eor dcotes &il over theis body
and @dults lack the lesgitodinel ridgee on catapace amd plasbean, .

SIZE!
Carapece lemgth (straight liee distasce): naximum co B0 cnp  cosmes ko 140 o,

Waight: nmesxinm co 725 kgl coomen to 300 &g,

GEOGRAFHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND REHAVIOUR:

Throughout thka dres, including
Bermada; aortkward extending to Mova

Booria, Canada, asd acutbeard to Rio de
la Plata, Asgentina, Also found in che
Hedivaccunean and the eascers Arlantic
frem the Oricish Isles o the Cape of
Gosd  Thope. fmother subapaciaea,

Derrochelys cordasea sohfageiff ocours
im the Pecifie &nd IndiansOceans.

A pradominsntly pelagic and highlw
migratory epecies, Foomd usually (e ehe
open aea, bat approaching cha land
mpaaonally,. The mosC important neating
arean agre foumd [ Costs Rica, Guynna
and Surinamp evipesition takes plaoce
from March to Sapresbsc; the incubacion

period ranges free 50 to 70 daye,

PRESENT FISHING GROUNDS:

_ Camght incldentolly throuphect iee ramge; mnorvally eather scarce, ezcept in certaln areas
during the nestlng season.

CATCHES, MAIN FISHING GEAR AND PRINCIPAL PFORME OF UTILIZATION:

Saparata etabistice ore noc reported fer this epecies, It s estimated that lase tham 20
laazharkack tortles ave cought annually ie the Wesbern Central Aclancic.

At sea it L caughe meinly with congle pets and harpoons: sosetizes also takenm om the
nul_l:;l.ng aredd.

Tha meat Li wically mot ssceemed and used eaisly for baik, bub the eggs are good—eati=g:
Chi fat and other parts ave mped for che producties of oil.

The captuse of this species is Foebidden in moat countries of the arca, due fo tha depletics
of the gtock in recent wears.




