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A total of seven green sea turtle nests were dug up on Eagt and Whale-
Skate Eslands, French Frigate Shoals, Northwestern Hawaiian Islands during
the period 2 August to B August, 1984, After spotting an eruption site
from the previous night, nests were marked and left untouched for at least
72 bhours, with exception to ome nest (Site #8) which was dug up after &8
hours.

The nests were assigned a soil type according to the percentage of
particle debris each one contained. These were made on a purely
observational basis by the observer as she dug up each nest. Three soil
types were defined as follows:

l--Beach-type sand (more refined) and most of emall ecoral not

exceeding 2 em. 5-10% of nest contained 3-5 cm"particles
throughout .

i--Intermediate particles with debris scattered throughout nest,

mostly not exceeding 5-7 cm: 15-20% of nest contained 3-5 em™
debris.

3--Heavy pieces of debris larger than 7 cm found on top and in the neat

chamber-- very noticeable. Particles 3-5 cm’ composed more than 20%
of nest.

There was only one nest dug up with a soil Type 1 because of limited
neste in that particular medium. Eruption sites were hard to find in the
sandy beach areas and those nests were few because they were mainly located
on the periphery of East Island. Some nests may have also been "washed
away" in these areas during high tides.

Soil Type 1 nests were most abundant and three were dug up on East
Island. Most of the debris gathered on the nest:s surface depressioms and
thus were easily sighted.

Three nests being of so0il Type 3 were a bit harder to locate sinee the
debris was distributed over and around the nest more uniformly. One of the
nests was dug up on Whale-Skate 1sland in = heavily cluttered debris area
of coral and rock. The two nests on East Island were packed harder with
s0il than the other nests.

Measurements of each nest were recorded including depth, length and
width of egg chamber. The depth to the first turtle under the surface was
also recorded.

The debris on Bast Island is scattered pretty evenly over the 12-
acre fand spit with exception to the peripheral edge. Large chunke of
cement, wire, scrap iron and various material were left behind when a
Coast Guard station was disassembled years ago. There are tremendous
amounts of coral and also debris from boats at sea (bottles, floats, shoes,
etc.) that are washed onto the shoreline of East Island and somehow get
moved more toward the center of the iuland(i~4aLjJLuﬁﬁizﬁ'ﬁ
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A total of seven green sea turtle nests were dug up on East and Whale-
Skate Kslands, French Frigate Shoals, Northwestern Hawsiian Islands during
the period I August to 8 August, 1984, After spotting an eruption site
from the previous night, nests were marked and left untouched for at least
72 hours, with exception to ome nest (Site #B) which was dug up after 48
hours.

The nests were assigned a soil type according to the percentage of
particle debris each ome contained. These were made on a purely
observational basis by the observer as she dug up each nest. Three soil
types were defined as follows:

1--Beach-type send (more refined) and most of small coral not
exceeding 2 eml 5-10% of nest contained 3-5 cm particles

throughout .

I--Intermediate particles with debris scattered throughout nest,
mostly not exceeding 5-7 cmi 15-20% of nest contained 3-5 em ™
debris.

3--Heavy pieces of debris larger than 7 cm™found on top and in the nest

chamber-- very noticeable. Particles 3-5 em™composed more than 20%
of nest.

There was only one nest dug up with a soil Type 1 because of limited
nests in that particular medium. Eruption sites were hard to find in the
sandy beach areas and those nests were few because they were mainly located
on the periphery of East Island. Some nests may have aleo been "washed
away" in these areas during high tides,

Spil Type 2 nests were most abundant and three were dug up on East
Island. Most of the debris gathered on the nestds surface depressioms and
thus were easily sighted.

Three nests being of so0il Type 3 were a bit harder to locate since the
debris was distributed over and around the nest more uniformly. One of the
nests was dog up on Whale-Skate Tsland in a heavily cluttered debris area
of corel and rock. The two nests on East Island were packed harder with
€01l than the other nests.

Measurements of each nest were recorded including depth, length and
width of egg chamber. The depth to the first turtle under the surface was
also recorded.

The debris on East Island is scattered pretty evenly over the 12-
acre sand spit with exception to the peripheral edge. Large chunks of
cement, wire, scrap iron and various material were left behind when a
Coast Guard station was disassembled years ago. There are tremendous
amounts of coral and also debris from boate at sea (bottles, fleats, shoes,
ete.) that are washed onto the shoreline of East Island and semehow get
moved more towsrd the center of the islanddismiwe wivker Shras,



