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Thase persons at the National
Marine Fisheries Service who
have recently concocted the
deplorable and groesome plan o
“test” the effects of underwater
dynamiting of oll figs on marme
life by subjecting eaged turtles ta
an explosion should be fived for
dereliction of duty, Apparently,
the people supposed to protect our
wildlife are instead dreaming up -
grisly schemes to slaughter it,

Fram the Sepl. 18 news story, [
gathar that there is po guestion that
mast of the creatures will be killed
of grievisusly I1,|um.‘] The agency
propases then to au hﬁ the hlast
victims #o ses el
telephoned the agency and was h:ﬂd

“by @ spakesman that the purpese of
the “reseacch” was Io determine
thee impact of & biast on sea turtles,

© Burely there exists sciendific
exqisipenent that could moanitoe the
Force of the shock waves at given
distances witheat the carnage that -
will result from the proposed plan,
The spokesman menticoed that ail

ﬂ_ymam:tmg Turtles—to Saﬂe Them

mmpamaaarem mquxmd' ko
1,000 fectof s et Arconog o

" eef of a blast, to
The Post, the proposed teats would
subject turtles to blasts at one-fifth
that distance. -

If dynamiting an epdangered
species inorder tosave it s a
‘Tepresentative example of the way
this particular branch of the
Department of Commerce sees fit
to operate, I would like to suggest.a
way of cutting the federal budget:
disband the entire agency. We and
the turtes will be much better off
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Lwe sea turtles in blast test

Plan tn suspend anlrnals ln ur_}&denﬂater cagas draws protests

.-'l‘--\.

_‘ﬂ'ﬂhf:mlml*nf W i '»' e B

; TiI'IE Matipnal I'n'inrlne Flsneﬂgs. *:enrlm Is seeking a
'I[u}rmh; fo suspend 4% loggerhesd sea turtles, a threat-
- ened species under federal law, In-cages pear an nﬂ
i shure ofl platform that is to be blowo up. 500
. - 'The object is to see how such underwater blasts aﬂnct
. -'ses turtles, according to a sclentist involved in planning
- the experiment. The plan bas drewn sirong prolesis
. from conservation groups, who contend that the project
makes a mockery of laws to protect endangered specles.
“We feel this is & mistake,” said Carol Allen, director of .
& Houston conservation group called HEART, which
spearheaded efforts to protect sea turtles along the Gulf
Coast.."0ne leggerhead already has been killed {in an
experiment) to establish the lethal :l:-ul:. and we object I!?
repeating i
Ed Klima, director of the mneries service Iahm’ﬂﬂn‘
in Gabveston, Texas, said the experiment is almed at im-
- proving; protection for sea furtles by refining federal
‘puidelines that oll companies must follow when remos-
ing offshore platforms. ¥
MWe higve no Intention of killing sea (urtles at all,” he
amid, “We will just see if there is any impact to their phys-
iology and stamina for swimming.”
. Klimn said the loggerhends wnuld b placed In -:ngr.s
-about 500 yards from the plattorm, well gutside the 200-
+ yard rignge that scientists believe is the lethal area. Red-
. ear turiles, a freshwaler specles that Is not endangered,
* ‘will he placed closer, some slrapped in cages with their
'h&nﬂ.estuwa:d Ihl.*. hﬂaﬂ i pg - B

After the detonation, the turtles will be retrieved and
ihe dead ones autopsied. Live animals will be checked
for injury and tested to measure physiological changes,
such as alterations in blood I:I'IEI'I'IL'HJ'].T or unvigaﬁmnl
gy, op 0 ¢ G egges alzhesas

Klli?-rna siid the e:perh'nen: fl.nnuced h:r tt:l: Intermr
Depariment’s Minerals Menagement Service, will pro-
vide usefol data for the d.lmmntltui of uﬂshnre -ull p]EIlI
forms, |

The platferms l:.rmmll_'p' ar& mene:i h:.r e:p]uﬂw_s,
then lifted wilth cranes and taken ashore to be disman-
fled. ITn recent years, however, scientists have accumu-
lated evidence that the explosions coincided ‘l'lth Illgh
rates of turtle and delphin beachings.

Cﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂliﬂﬂ groups contend that the gnvernmenl M
ready has sufficlent evidence that the explosions are af-
fecting ses creatures, and shoold be researching
alicrnative methods of dismantling the platforms or
ways (o shoo Sea cmlures away before 5ntt|m; n!fmq:lu—
sives,

*Once 3.rn-'u 5Ia:|1 granth:ng this hlmi nl' parruil: ﬂgnesun
farever,” sald Lynn Davidson of Greenpeace. *You hava
to test dLHen‘mt kind= of explosives, at different depths,
with different kinds of ocean floors. And lhen what? Do
you start putting dolphing in cages, or manatees?”

Allen said that experiments in using low-frequency
solnd waves to repel] sea creatures have proved promis-
ing in Floride, and Davidson said thet laser technology
¢ould be explored as a way of ruruuvl.ug dnlllng plﬂl
fnrm.l: vnllmut explosives. e e
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