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TURTLE ATTACK
" ISREPORTED *

By BOB T. EPSTEIN, hitdsor Editar
AMOROUS LOGGERIEAD MOLESTS DIVERS

While diving at Channel 2 Bridge Bruce Garnon,
&n lalainarada real estate agent on a diving holiday
- was mounted and pushed to the battom by & large
loggerhesd tortle, The burtle attempted o mate
with the diver, who said at first ke was fnphtaped
nenriy out of his wits, e further stated, [ shoved &
lobster at the turtle who inkaled the erustacean snd
then I wpun cut of its grasa. T =/t [ was nat fr== of
the encounter, but ‘then, ﬁhﬂiﬂ% with rﬁnemd
interest,; ped me agnin with its front fippars
firom Hre back and around my shoulders, Once sgajn
it attempted bo pin me to the bottom. Al the while
the stupid burtle probed me, in my backside, Being a
strong swimmer and determined not to be moleated
any further by this defuded loggerhend, T twisted
ﬁinl’ih grasp and mude for the surface and my
Lr". = Ry e i ) ] .
_ s wils claimed that, “When mj bushand |
came up, he wasted no Hme in the water and came
nbonrd white as a sheet from (right. [ thought he
- had to be kidding whan he told me what happened,
but [ knew he couldn't have made up that story.”
Another diver who wishes o remain ENONFIOUE,
wasn't s0 fortunate. Thin diver, & professional
procurer of pallwater aquarium fish; was pinned by
& lerge loggerhead, perhaps the same oversexed
tartle that attacked and made rdvances on Garnan,
This time, the turtls made its mating attack on
this Tuckless individual, Totally shook up by the
experience, and frightened to the extreme, this-
diver, who was altacked twice and pinped to the
bottom, left cateh gear, fish and all Ignrutnfhil
auﬁ;ilpmml,‘lur: mad dush to the safety of his baat.
e Jahnson, of the World Down Under dive shop
In Islamorada, who relayed this information to me
abioat the fish eollector, told of hdw e incident was
not an amaning ene to the diver. Sha aid, “He falt
i il e would be gerioualy harmed by the large
amphibinn, He very nearly was. T will by end have
him eall and talk to you, but 1 am sure he does not

want his name connected with this incident.” (ile .

didn't call, perhaps he was out of town.) Both divers
who were invalved in these alleged turtle rape
Were re ¥y wearing birightly colored swim
“trunks, pink colord were mantd ;
Vice Président #nd Diréctor f Ratateh, for' the &
" ¥hudubon Society Sandy Sprunt said that, "Turtles -
,&re known to be very amarois ‘bat of egurae with
?nther turlles. This Ia the ficst time | ever heard of
jfrtles being attracted to peaple. Turtles eat Mari-o-
vars and perhaps the stings of thess Hﬁ =
‘Lentacles, especially in the turtle's ayes, eloud 3
large amohibinn's vision. They don't see that wel]
(anyway,” In the Caribbean, burtls hunters fashioned 2
yoerude, carved wooden lurtle decoys, which were i
Ssed to attract turtles that miounted these decoys, %
Then while these male turtles were precccupied !
gwith these dummy turtles, they were captured. |
Turtles are ot very bright; 1 suppose one cold get -
Linto trouble, mistakenly identifying the ohject of
Fftheir urges in a rare situation,, according ta Mr, |
iSprunt. "One thing T can't understand is that
ually sea turtles mate on the surface of the water, §
not down below, but who khows, this is & wild :
pitwition,™ he ImngT:in%L}f stated. Also Mr. Sprunt-d
inentioned that it may be posaible that when female
turtles are ready to male, they show a pink spot on £
A helr posterior, bt this fs just conjecture on his 4
art. “[ am not 2 turtle expert,” ha said. :
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Whatever enyone claimed, what sppesrs to be

:-I:nu in that somewhere down at the Channe z

Bridge in the Upper Florida Keys, & “buck™
boggerhead has found that people somchow book
good 3 a sexual object, when raak around oo
the bottom, legs up, feet covered by Oippers, nrma
oulstrelehed, digrng around on the Bottom, and
blowing bubbles. Perhaps these pecple look like 3
alimmed down varaion uf; female loggerhead kurtle
feeding and just waiting to be manmnted, in the
curvent, below the bridge on U.S. 1, In the K ﬁfg’:m
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