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.. Turtie tagging. may one day save them

and government to make sure
that the turtles are as

From Pagr 1A

The turtles are never sub-
jected to stressful riding, but
are caught by hand or corralled
with a net and «driven onto shore.
Yesterday, their temporary
captors were researchers and
cceanagraphy students gather.
ing data to help the threatened
green turtle species survive.

The turtles are thoroughly
examined to determine injuries,

conservation strateghes that will
work, such as

sion, researchers said.

Punaluu Bay is one of eight
locations throughout the
Hawaiian Islands where turiles
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caught during the Punaluu
expedition was an adult and had
been tagged before. This adult
male turtle was originally
tagged in 1082 at the i
nids 800 miles from his bome
i Punaluu, Balazs zald. He
weighed 150 pounds and was
aJ:n:jrut 5 12 feet long from nose to
Lanl.
The turtles captured are also
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Bangay said he and his

nephew built a fence around the

nest. When the tiny turtles -

hatches, they instinctively
hiaded for the
which is usually the ocean, and
ended up in a
fused by artificial lighting.

Green sea turtles navigate
hundreds of miles, passing ideal
beaches on Maui and Oahu to
nest on the tiny islands of
French Frigate Shoals, perhaps
because that was where they
hatched, Balazs said. The tur-
ties that nest on Punaluu beach

;

Hawksbills once nested at
Harry K. Brown Beach, now
covered by Kilauea lava flows,
It is also poszible that acidic

nas, University of Hawaii Ses
Grant coordinator. Tarnas said
he works with the private sector

lot con-

recreat’sn development
threatens many of the sea fur-
thes mﬁ people hit turtles
with jet skis and even picnic on
the breeding beaches,

“It would be like putting a

development is nearby, but have
also been gighted in remote
areas, a NMFS report indicates,
Large numbers of tumer

“The bottom line 15 we don't
have an answer,"” he said,

The turtles are very site
::H'm,livirghthummt:ncemm
areas for most of their Hves.
Researchers have never had a
tagged turtle from Punaluu
show up in Hilo for example, he
smid.
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