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College of Veterinary Medicine Department of
University of Florida Small Animal Clinlcal Sclences

Bow J-126 Health Sciepce Center
Galnepudlle, Flarida 3361601 76
Telephanse: 304/392-475)

Fax Telrphone SOl 33341 25

March 17, 1992

George Balazs

Hational Marine Fisheries Service
2570 Dole Btrcet

HONQIULIY, HAaWall, YaHZZ=21496

Dear George:

T weould like ko follew up on our phone converamticon yeaterday Ly
sharving with yuu my experlences and Knowledge about communicable
discase between reptile=, and humans. After working with reptiles as
a elinician and researcher sinca graduating from veterinary college
in 1825, including 14 yeare of experlonve with cea turtias, 1 have
found that there are relatively few diseases that humans can
armiire from raptilec. With regard to trancmiceion to humana, the
enly dicoaoce of publioc health significamce i= salmonellosis. Mauny
reptiles carry wvarious species of Salmonella in there
gactrointeotinal tract 63 part of their noirmal Lavtevial Cfaundg.
Pef turtles in the U.S5. have been incriminated as sources of human
Salmonella infections. Thim is not that different from chickens and
ehisclken producta which are alac considered a swvurce Wl Solwrmella
in humans. Bevend Salmonella, and a faw parasites whicrh may gn fram
reptiles to humans, reptiles do not appear to harbor many pathogens
that can oeause diccase in humans. Hany of the pathoyens in
reptiles, especially viruses, are adapted to growing at low body
temporatures and do not grow as well at temperatures above 18 &,

With regard to green turtle fibropapillema, as you know, although

the causative agent has not been determined, a virus is the number
wvhig pugpecLl. TF Ao, T ool FRar 117 wesii el Pae alvlas o invasa anpd

iulldply I humans, 4 THIS was Lhe vdase, BosSL ol us warking with
this disease would have been infected long ago.

People working with stranded sea turtles should have little ta fear
in the way of communicable diseases if normal precauticens are
taken., Wearing gloves is recommended and as leng as people are
cavrelul while haudling Lhe varcasses and clean up Thorougnly wnen
dane, risks aof catching a disease should be minimal. In all the
years that 1 have had contact with the stranding network in
Flerida, I have yet to hear of anyone developing a disease from

woerlting with o sca burkle SO S
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If anything further is needed, feel free to give me a call.

With best regards,
&

Elliott Jacobszon
Profossor



