IDHN WRIHE

v u': oy ' L _XAJ"F—&.. i
T Receven SRR\ BimEs SO
J , TR -\:r_._!.',\.l’ll T ::
YL AL }{ oy [ oW C. LEWIN, W.B,
e ok s S1n s 1vu S m e e
'@ JLMATT A8 2d B et O
STATE OF HAWAIT e 0l .
- BEPARTUENT OF HRALTH ke 5o v | s AL L1 22T
DEPT. OF LANDG gt g R R s
& Hﬁ.IUII.I':I.L HES‘-}URGEE HOROLULY, HAWE BB foo . e
STATE OF HAWAII R bt e, e -
May 4, 1992:i .- : - COR/EPL
A
R/&‘EN A
iy i Honorable William W. Paty, Chalrpsrson Hﬂ ;l*.' ﬁ‘ﬂ.
i , Ei o

Departmant of La nd Natural Resourcas ‘éa“!#u,_‘nurcﬂ
: qic
FROM: John €. Lawin, M, o -
Director of Health
SUBJECT: DISEABED TURTLES

This is in response to your memorandum of April &, 1952

concerning diseased turtles. Our Zecncses staff has reviewed

available epidemioclogy texts, journals, and other information
sources.

staff found no reports of adverse human health effects from
handling turtles affected with tumors.

The 1990 edition of the Control of Communicable Diseases in Man,
published by the American Public Health Asscciation, does list
and discuss several virus-associlated neoplasms of humans. The
reservolr of all the infectious agents assoclated with those
necplasms is human, and possibly ncn-human primateas.

Since wild turtles may ba carriera of Salmonella bacteria, simple
sanitary pracautions such as the usa of rubber or plastic gloves
when handling turtles (with or without obvious abnormalities)
should preclude any risk te your personnel.

¢: Dr. Bruce Anderson
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