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The Talwan Green Turtle Chelonia mpdas
There nre five species of sea trtles in Taiwan, the Grees Tusle,
Chiglonia mivdas, the Loggerhend Turtle, Caretfe caredfa, the
# Hawkshill Tartke, Erstmocheivs imbricata, the Otive Ridbey Tunle,
- Lepidoohelys olivacads, and the Lestherbnck Turle, Deannchelys
e ol gy ' covigcea, Among them, the Oreen Tunbs 14 the most commen, bui
i ngvenilicless few in mumber, The Council of agriculiune (COA] éa-

noted wildlife begislatiom in 198%, Heting all ses tariles as “Endan-
gered Wikdlife", The law stipualabes that 211 séd purthes shauld b pro-
vected. Expen nsder extrsordinary cirenmetmees, sea furiles may
- poq be disturbed, abused; hunted, capunsd. traded. kilked, ex-
- chenged. of illegallly owensd or possessed. Other related laws,
- such as the Caltural Heritage Conservation Law dating from 1982,
- and the Fishiery Law (amendsd i 1959 stipulnte similar measines
i protect thess endangened wrtle species both on lond and on the
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i " T high sea,
e Research on the biolopy of the Gresn Turtles funded by the
e s T Council of Agriculture began in 1992, The project is headed by D,
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Clueag, 1-Junn, a0 associabe professor an the Inssitute of Marine Bi-
ology, Mosomal Taiwan Ocean Unaversity. Dr. Chenpg  became &
member of the 550 ond the Marine Turtle Specialist Group
(MTSC of the IUCH recemiy. His project, which concentraics on
the nesting ecodogy of Taiwnn sea furtles, fourd that the Green Tar-
tle nests maialy on Wan-An Iand, and few other beaches on the
P:rqhhu Ardﬂp:'lum, Southwest af Tarwan.

The green turtles at Wan-An Island
The nesting seasom of the green taribe & Was-An [slasd Lsis
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COveTage, proximity 1o the sea, nest depth, and whether ar not the
nest s subject b homen disfurbences such ax epg poaching. The
hoby fumiles range feoen 41 10 54 mm in streight caripsce length and
welght 12 1o 33 grams, They emerge &t night and move quickly
foward the briphior shimmering warld of the ocean. Wiildn men-
utcs, they wen: disappeared in the ocean, [eaving behind nothing
bt hemifreds of small footprisats oo the beuch.

The endangered Green Turtle

Misuse of resource and the lsek of proper research in the past
have: fefit the Green Tunik in Taiwan focing serous threats, Direct
leirvest of the mrle for s mest, use of its shell for omaments,
pasching and sale, unintestional captore in conptal semse, loagline,
and other fishing genrs also lead 1o injury o drivening of this spe-
cies, many furiles captured alive kave been sold 1o femples Tor dis-
phay. Foor captivity conditions result in trte death from illness,
naproper beach constructions fe.g. dikes and wilkways) and sand
mning have even eroded the beach compleiely, Cnce there wens a1
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Thia captived groan rie was: displayed ina fempe.
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bzast 37 nesting hesches distributed on the southern and egstemn
copste of Tarwan, bt today only six remnin, malaly aloag the
Fenghu Archipelago, where Green Tortles coubd sill be found in
1904,

Protection of the green turtle

Drespite all these threse, prograss hos been mode sowsnd pro-
bectlimg thie Gréen Turtle. A strong campaign by the coumtry’s lead-
enship for @ clean eavironiment asd the protection of endsngered
wildlife has raised awareness of the need to save it Green Tartle
on Wan-An Island, Mogt primary and high schoals in Penghu
County ane stadying 1be Green Tartle to Practice wildlife conserva-
1ML

The remalning nesting rookeries of the Green Tustle on the
Wan-An [sland, though few in number, &re increasing cach
year, The mather funiles labd 44 nesis In 1992, six of which were
pached. In 1993, 53 nests were Inid and only one was posched shis
summer, more than W0 nests were kaid and thousomds of baby o
tles safely released soothe sen, Althowgh it is sull wo early 1o sy
with centnimty that the Green Turtles on Wan-An Eland are recover-
ing, the icreasing cumber oh hatching docs sugpest a brighter Fu-
ture for the Green Tortle an the istand.

This summer, the Praject has advanced o the istematianal
tewel. Through the O0A, DrCheng has invited Mr, George H
Balazs, Deputy Chairman of the Marine Turtle Specializi
Crraup, ILUCH bo assist with satellie telemetry research and cerinin
ngpeets of sea e comservation. With his helps, Telonke 5T-6
satelite transmitters linked to the Argos system wene deployed soc-
cesstully on two gree turtles. This is the first time we have ever
utitized satellie bictelemetry to moadbar wild animals. Aftes swo
mardh's imcking, ooe nemle migrated nemthweard cver 1100 miles
stralpht distance tovward Shimo-kosmiki-|bme [sler, which is a part

o Bymshu Tsland. Tapan, The other turtle also migraied motshward

over M0 eniles siraigh distance, staved [o the pearshare waters out-
sicle the Tameni Esinery, Takpei Coanty. The South Pacific Re-
giomal Eavironment Programme (SPREF} annoanced thas 1995
will be the ear of Western Pacific Sea Turile. The O0& in plan-
ming to join the program and hast comesponding activities i the
region.

Im omder 1o girengthen existng conservation regulations, the
RO Jepusletune passed the Mew Conservstbon Law (Executive Act
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Thea cament walksay and A bathroam-iollen combinalion DU on the
nastng beach of the Warkan tsland, Fenghu Archipalaga,
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Mr. George H. Balazs and the 868 luie reseanch beam an tha sahellis
talamny wurk at Wan-An island, Panghi Archipskago.

OF Dcinber 1984, s amerded) o fighten medsures divectsd against
iflegal trade, breeding n caplivity or ather forms of destructios o
endanpered wildlife. Meamwhile, in December 190 the COA nlso
granted o proposal sulmited by the Penghu county povemment 5
establish refuge benches for the nesting Green Tunle o Wan-An
Islard, Uinder the new avaibshle budges, more gunrds will ke hiped
in conuing years o petrd the benches during the sesting seasons,
Cn the evening of Septenbor 23 this vesr, o ainmal lover fonmd
five captive baby Cireen Turtles for sale in & pet store in Keelang.
They were rescued and seni o Dy, Cheng's laboratory for the tem-
parnry shebier by officials from the Keelung city counct], Two day
Eser, the public prosecutor ordered the Immediale release of the res-
cued turtles, Because the shap owner refiss o provide the Inforna-
Lo 2l e supplier of the baby furles, the releass ceremomy wis
hedd on ncarefully chosen beach, the Banshe Beach on the Makung
Iskand. Cireen Turtle nesting rookeries wen quibe sbundant an this
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Peach twenty years aga. but sow only & few are kefi. 1t is hoped that
this ceremany will raise conservation wwenness and rejuvenate te
Gireen Turibe populntion. The rescue story oitracied nation-wide &f-
sentiom and provide a pood opportenity for schond teachess o siress
the impartance of the wildlite conservation to their studests.
The future of the green turtle in Taiwan

Even though there b been some progress in protecting the
Gresn Turtle, it 15 still too eardy to doclare that Taiwan's sea nitles
hve recovered. However, &n incrensing awareness of the nasd Tar
wikilife conservanion, Hghien the CODSEryIionn measnes, INCress-
iig internutional cooperstion on the sea turtle reseanch, and grow-
ing publiz familiaricy with the Green Turtles through education
promise o hrighter fusture for this endungened species. The extablish-
ment of the refuge sie for the pesting Green Tunle on the Wan-An
Iland will &lso help bring this animal back bo the previous populs-
tlom kevels,
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