By CARRIE O’CONNOR
Etaff Writer

HAWAITL EAT — Hawali Kai
sclentist George Balazs views
the Big Istand’s celebration
this weeckend honoring the
green sea turtle as a satisfying
culmination of his 20-year
effort to rebuild the reptile's
dwindfing population.

“1 am wvery excited about
this,” said Balazs, a Mational
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s¢a turtles worldwlide.

He said it is interesting that
the Hawaiian legend only
recently surfaced, even though
his studies on the turtles start-
ed in the 1970s. However, the
myth has strengthened efforts
to protect the turtles, which
gre  part of the 1978 LLS,
Endangered Species Act.

“This is a legitimate myth,”
Balazs said. “(Artist) Herb
Kane gave rehirth to the leg-
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The disc, approximately 4 feet
in diameder, is a8 creation of
Maui artist Dale Zarella and
depicts the goddess Kauila on
the back of a giant sea turtle;
The disc is designed around
the Ka'u legend about Kauila, a
sed-turtle Eaddﬂss who'is sup-
posed to have turned herself
mtu a child so that she could
Elﬂ:,r with children at Punaluu
Et:.r and keep watn:h over

Bﬂ_lﬂE.'E is an :l.d"."IEEF for the
federally funded Honu Project,
g non-profit organization now
i its fifth year that is dedicat-
ed to conserving endangered

buses stop thm. Baiazs said.
“They.see, they watch and
there is an educational aware-
ness that we need to protect
thege aninigls."
Before the act was in place,
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Hawaii Kai SCIenhsts efforts help restore
dwindling population of green sea turtle:

people hunted turtles and
killed them with nets, spear
guns, firearms and grappling
hooks attached to bamboo
poles. During the 1960s and
early 1970s, the animals were
sold o resort restaurants.
Since 1976, the federal gov-
ernment has enabled scientists
to examine, tag and free 183
green turtles at Punaluu. Local
scientists have since recap-
tured approximately 34 per-

cent of the turtles and fre
them again. Scientists
French Frigate Shoals al
have discovered three of t
tagged turtles.

Balazs said more sea turtl
are alive today. _

“There is a deflnite increas:
he said. “The turtles are ve

* tame, they are out during tl

day. Generally, you see abo
20 turtles a day there in tl
water,"”



