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releaged offzhore from Eanazawa inte the Sea of Japan on 7/15 L1~
transmitting

Attached are cur partnership mapping updates for the Fort of Magoya =

Aquarium (FNEA) loggerheads released into the Sea of Japan offshoze -F fa-azas
on July 15, 2011. Marc Rice [Hawaii Preparatory Academy) and I were no-iss

have participated in the release with our close colleagues PHPR Tamssi s

-

Hasanori Kurita. The turtles were released from & £ishing vessel expsrzl;

oparated by Captalnm Yoshine. The deployment was the first known effort zo =z.o

satellite tagged loggerheads in the Sea of Japan. Loggerheads are knows =:
in the Sea of Japan, and some nesting by loggerheads ocours on Japan's sa~ -
beaches bordering the Sea of Japan. A total of 31 loggerheads were relezse-

conglisting of & subadults and 25 juveniles (exact sizes of the turtles ars 2°-
on the attachment maps).

“o transmit Argos locational data. Four of the turtles still transmitting azs
subadults, two of which are in the Sea of Japan, and two are in the Worth
Facific to the west of Japan. One of the subadults departed the Sea of Japan =

way of Tasugaru Strait, and the other subadult left the Sea of Japan threough L
farpuse Strait.

Jf £he 1¢ juvenile loggerheads atill transmitting, ane has remained in the S=a
f Japan inear Teugaru Strait- see ID 19593 on the attached map), and %
loggerheads are in the North Pacific. Of these 9, B left the Sea of Japan
through La Perousa~Strait, and one departed through Tsugaru Strait.

Hone of the 21 loggerheads hawve used the Korea Strait (to the south) to lsave

:he Sea of Japan. ; ﬂ:}; 1

“n extremely waluable recovery of one of these matellite tagged leoggerheads was
“ade after beding accidentally captured in a Salmon fishing net near Hokkaido.
-nis turtle was returned alive to the PHNPA under the professicnal coordination
:f PHNPA Director Makoto and his staff. The importance of this recovery ls tcharo
srowth rzate was able to be determined for the 3.5 menths in the wild. This o=

=

-he first such recovery for meaningfu £a Brminatiol during our -any

sara of collaborative research with Japan. I am pleaged bto report Lhat tha
curtle did indeed grow, demonstrating that adaptation to the wild had started,
:fter being rearsd itas entlze life 2.5 years in eaptivity. At the time of

slease the turtle Hﬁighadﬁiaagggruiﬁﬁ"fﬁﬁqﬁﬁ?iﬁhca measured 34.9 cm. When

secaptured the turtle welg Eg and the carapace measur .1 Ccm.
—————

¢ Ehose of you that may be intﬂrtutgd in journal publicationa of gur past

sllabarative partnership research (Japan/Hawaii) on the pelagic ecology of
‘apanese loggerheads, I will sheortly send you pdf's of these papers. Heppy

-21lidays, George Balazs
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