Marine Turtle Newsletter | e,
LIBRARY OF (@*‘5 &'E;*‘-"}
REORGE H. BALAZS

¥

Number 36 March 1986

Editor: Mat B. Frazer Editorial Advisors:

Department of Biology Peter C. H. Pritchard

College of Liberal Arts Anders G. J. Rhodin

Mercer University Herold F. Hirth

MHacon, GA 31207 USA M. Mrosoveky
ACTION ALERT

ROCKETS TO DISLODGE RIDLEYS AT GAHIRMATHA

Efforts are underway Lo shift the proposed national rocket testing range from Ballapal in the
Balasors district of Orissa, to Satbhaye in the Cutteck district, beceuse of protesis by the inhabitanis
of Batiapal. This move, If implemented, will Seriously afTect the unique ecosystem of the 170 sq. km
Bhitar Kanika Wildlifs Sanclusry, snd more particularly, the Gahirmatha beach, where an estimated
B00,000 olive ridleys nested in Lhe 1954 season (Bhasksr, 1964). Besides turtles, the srea also
harbours the country’s most important population of the saltwater crocodile and a rich avifauna.

It is intsresting Lo note that the Sea Turtle Specislist Group, formed by the Bovernmant of India's
Depariment of Environment, has recommended Lhe creation of s marine national park at Gahirmalha, and
a ban on fishing from Paimyras Point to False Poinl. Aboul 300 dead ridleys washed ashore at the
Gahirmatha besch in 1983 after having esriier drowned in trawl nets or died in poachers’ vessals.
Only & Lenth as many were found in the succesding yesr, thanks Lo the patrolling by the coasl guard.

Bhaskar, 5. 1984, Sea turtles in easlern India. WWF /el Ragart, August 1984:185-189.

INDRANEIL DAS, 18/20, Ballygunge Place (East), Calcutts - 700 019 INDIA.
[These readers desiring more information or wishing Lo wrils letlers protesting the proposed rocket

Lesting range being built near the Gahirmatha nesting beach should correspond with indraneil Das st the
address given above. MEBF)

~~ SEA TURTLE WORK IN CHINA

Marine turtle conservation is being carried oul in China, where marine turtles have been
classified as protected animals. The Firsl Session of the Harine Turtle Conservation Meeting wes held
ol Huidong County, Guangdong Province in September 1985, sttended by representstives of the China



Ministry of Farming. Animal Husbandry and Fisheries, the China Minisitry of Construction and
Ervironmental Prolection fer City and County, the China Sclentific and Technical Commitles, the
InsLitule of Zoology Academls Sinica of China, the China Wild Animal Conservation Associstion and the
concerned depariments of Guangdong Province. During the meeling, the Guangdong television station
made & TV film about the Lurtles’ sgg-iaying, halching and breeding in the Port of Huidong County.

The major ares in China for marine turtle nesting is the Hsisha Islands, bul the turtles siso nast
every yesr In the Porl of Huldong Countly. In order (o prolect the marine Lurlle resource, 8 marine
lurile halching area has been sal up al Huidong Counly and two marine lurtle conservation aress are
being planned Lo be buliL In the suburbs of Sanys Cily and along the coast of Ling Shul County of Halnan
Island. After srtificial breeding thers, the turtles will ba Lagged and returned Lo the sea. A Soulh China
maring turtle observation tasm will be organized by the Ministry of Farming, Animal Husbandry snd
Fishary. This team will complets its cbsarvalion mission from 1986 Lo 1987, Dr. Husng Chu—chien has

been contacted Lo act s sn advisor Lo the team snd will participate In the marine turtle cbssrvation
with the Leam.

The Bajing Science snd Educalion Fllm Studio will shoot a fiim sbout the South China Sea marine

turties. Dr. Husng Chu-chien will slso act as Lechnlcal advisor for the Mim, which will be made during
1987.

HUANG CHU CHIEN, Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica, 7 Thongguencun Lu, Haidan, Bed jing, CHINA

MARINE TURTLE CONSERVATION: THE TRIBAL CONNECTION

Conservalion sfTorls sre unlikely Lo become successful In the long rum if public opinion is ot
actively soughl and obisined. Realizing this, the marine turtle conssrvation program of the World
Wildlife Fund — india (Esstern Region) has started its compsign to reach out Lo the masses. An
illustrated pamphlel published by the WWF-l in Bengall is belng distributed smong the prospective
consumaers of turtles in the many markels of West Bengal, requesting them Lo sbetain from buying turtle
meal or eggs. Another publication is the book, iwliey Turiles: A Flelis Guidk, which describes all Lhe 36
species and subspecies of turtles so far recorded from Indls. Besides cresling an interest and
awareness In Lhis group of reptiles and providing Information on their biology and status, the Meld guide
can be used in the enforcement of the Indian Wildlife (Protaction) Act of 1972.

Another affeclive strategy is the recruitment of the rural scroll-painter, Ranjit Chitrskar, whe
paints and sings of marine turtles snd Lthe need for thelr conservation. Hailing from a remote little
villsge in Midnapore, Ranjil is a third generation scroll-painter snd has been imvolved in the
environmantal education acthdities of the WwF- since 1982, when Ms. Bonanl Eakker,
ProjecL/Education Officer of the WWF-1 (Esstern Region) “discovered™ him al a fair and immediatsly
realized his potential.

A "palua,” &8s a scroll-painter Is called, is very much s part of rural Bengal. He paints his own
scrolls, each s long as 7 meters, using colors from natursl sources, and wanders from village Lo
village singing Lales from epics and legends Lo the vasl, enthusiastic sudience. Work on a scroll
commences only after Ranjit has had a personal insight and grasped the conservalion problems involved.
This means that he may have Lo be taken Lo the “Mield™ - in the turtle program, Lo the Lurtls markets,
While the scens is fresh in his mind, U scroll-painter starts his painting end seng cemposing
simultaneously. Ranjit, like all members of his trade and tribe, uses only natural colors to Hiustrate his
songs, like clay (brown), sool (black], vermillion (red), Indigs (blue) and tumeric (yellow). Green is
less readily procured: It has Lo be made from the juice of & plant leal. Color is spplied to the paper
using & brush made from the Lafl hairs of & gost.



