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THE LAST PARADISE

N 1959 America’s mid-Pacific terricorial sland
of Hawaii was granted seatehood, making it the
Sikth state of che United Seazes. Bur this act of Con-
gress has not changed the status of the westernmose
isle of this sunny ecightdstimd archipelago, which
Mark Twain called: “The lovelicst Aeer of fslands
that lies anchored in any ocean” ‘The island of
Miihan, 17 miles southwest of Kauvai Island, has a
large sign on it which reads: "KAPU!™ Kapw, in
the Hawiiian language, means "Keep Of,” or "No
Trespassing.” And it means just that. Private prop-
€Tty 15 private property — and 50 Nithau has been
far almost a century.
If you are of a curious'or challenging namire,
and attempt, uninvited by the owners of Nithau,
the rough chanmel voyage from Kavai oo thiz small

peivarely owned  island — whose silhovette from
afar resembles a whale basking on the surface of
the summer sea — you'll find thae you can legally
approach no closer than the prescribed belovw-high-
warer mark on any Nithau beach. And so ma-
reoned, you might find it extremely dangerous and
uncomfortable in the event of 2 gale or storm, And
if wou should sneak ashore unobserved, or under
cover of darkness, you are sure to be quickly dis-
covered, placed in custody of the Hawaiian resi-
denes themselves, and your nose unceremoniously
poinced back to che direction from which you have
OO,
Do your llegal expedition, if vou have an
observant mind, pou'll find that there are no harbors
for ships o dock or anchor on the island's six-by-
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ers, & houre-rype Amazon dolphin from Iquites.
Whiskers had been obmined by the San Francisco
Aquariuom Society, arriving September 24, 1964,
at o weight of 49 pounds. He gained steadily uneil
his weight reached o plamean in the range of 649-75
pnunds, where it remumned tor some 18 monthe
Since his blood count and general activicy indicated
guod healdh, the diagnosis made by all of Whiskers'
human friends was thar his malaise coold only be
due w lack of companionship. Following the ar-
rival of Buddy, Whiskers guined nine pounds in
the next four months and ar the same time Buddy
guined 16 pounds. All of which bears out the
theory that since dolphing are community animals,
rapport berween members of the group is an im.
partant factor in the well-being of captive species,
especially the freshwater varietes.

One of the sidelights in the stady of Whisk-
ers’ and Buddy's health by routine monitoring of
their blood was the interest of Dr. Nicholas Pe-
tralkis, of the University of California Medical Cen-
ter, in dolphin chromosomes, He found that Whisk-
ers’ and Buddy's white blood cells could be grown
in culture in the same manner a5 homan white cells,
and that the chromosome number could then be
determined from these dividing cells, The chromo-
some count for Whiskers and for Buddy was found
to be 42; this was verified by similar informarion
from the blood of freshwater dolphins ae San
Diego's "Sea Warld." OFf the nine species of dol-
phins, porpodses, and whales for which cheomosome
counts are known, all have 44 chromosomes with

the exceprion of the Amazon freshwarer dolphins
and the sperm whale, both of which have 42, What
these two bave in common % still 8 mystery.

Many events have transpired in the freshwarer
dolphin field since the first two boum were brought
o Floeida's Silver Springs in March of 1936, Hav-
ing heard of this event, I boughe & new movie cam-
era, packed the family into the starion wagon, and
eruvelled across che country to Alm the bouro's ac-
tivities, Although Dr. Caldwell has records of some
70 living boueu being brought into the Unired
Seates since thar time, their longevity has not been
pood, Ar the presenc ome | Movember, 19680
only 19 are alive in zoos and aquarioms. The long-
est record of captivity is held by the James B, Rec-
ord Aquarium of the Fore Worth Zoo (1 male and
| fernale, each 4% years), followed by ‘Teledo Zoo
and Aquarigm {1 male, 3 years); Steinhare Aquar-
mm {1 male, 25 months; 1 male, 1 year); Sea
World (1 male, 18 months ) ; Shedd Aquarinm {1
male, 11 months), and Marineland of Florda (8
males, 3 females, all 3 moaths).

Many problems still need to be investigared
in this fascinating field of freshwater dolphin re-
search. Cutstanding in this regard s the mystery
of the Susu, the socalled blind dolphin of the
Ganges and adjacent river aystems, Whether this
species is able o make up for is lack of vision by
using o well-developed somar system 15 just one
of the questions that may be answered when these
animals are available for study in an aquarium for
the firsc time. =
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twenty-mile coastline, no airfields, passenger auto-
mobiles, phonographs, telephones, electric lighes,
nor tobacco, coffee, whiskey, gin, beer — or soda
pop. There are no public buildings, movie theaters,
and no coure-house or jail (crime i non-exisiEnt on
this sland ), no mx-collecrors, missionaries, psychi-
atrists — and no orphan asyloms or mentsl insti-
i, The Miilhauans have never heard of Kussia's
Khrushchev, Sopia Loren, or Frank Sinatra. They
likewise ‘have no comprehension of hydrogen
bombs, or space-satellites exploring outer space or
circling che moon. And babies are soll delivered by
Hawatian midwives, with a very low infant-maer-
nal mortelity rate. It is evident that time has stood
still on Niihau, and it's apparent, tono, thar the Mii-
hauans® paramount interest is oo live simply and
happily, unaffected by civilization.

The seventy-one year old bachelor-millionaire
Avlmer Bobinson, sall wiry and tanned as a Texas
cowboy, is the cwner-manager of Miihau, and he
has this to say, in subsrance, abour the island being
kapm, or prohibited, to visitors, tourists, or prying
crusaders: "There can be no half-way arrangement
abour Nithan and the approximarely 2530 nearly
pure-bloed Hawaiians living there. They, by free
choice, have chosen to live quietly, peacefully and
healthfully, with an instinceive return, as is feasible,
i cheir diet, their old customs and traditions, fsh-
ing, and native handicrafe, We just don'e feel that
they should be exposed to publicity, cameras, or
courests, who would vome solely to gawk, Ooh-and-
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A-ah!, and photograph them, as if they were freaks
in a circus sideshow,”

He explained, also, that for years there had
been no communication system conneceing the
island with Kanai, except by primitve signal bon-
fire on a cliff facing the 18-mile-distant Makaweli
headguarters of the Robinson family on Kaeai, oe
by carrier pigeons — which on many occasions did
bring immediate assistance by the family's inter-
island sampan Lebos, aboard which carrier pigeons
weee caged in case of a breakdown of the moeaor.
But in April of 1960, & radio communication sys-
tem was installed in Nithau, linking it with a se.
tion on the Robinson property ar Makaweli, and
still another on a new boat operating between
Kauai and Mithau,

Aylmer Robinson further remarked: “Some
investigatoes, senators from Honolulw, enacred spe-
cial lepislation to 'invade’ Nithau in 1946, cthinking
that we were maintaining a “feudal island scare”
and using che Hawaiians as 'serfs’ They snooped
all ower the sland, and were quite chegrined o
firel that the Nilhauans were happy and healthy.
Bur they did make a lot of demands abour school-
ing, public roads, and buildings. Today, chere are
still good teachers running the femily school on
Miihau, bur instead of the former limic of the hfth
grade, the curriculum now goes through the eighch
grade, wirh the right to go o high school in Kauai,
if they like. But cow and sheep trails are still the
‘public roads’ of the sland.”

Whenover
cattle are to be
mowved from
Miihmi 1o
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houled farcibly
through the
sarf to the
bomis,




12

Lefs, Mithagans sill
favor the casting-net
for catching fish run-
ning offshore, Abcee,
Mihau’s Kii Beach,
rocky, romantic, and
unapproachable. Be-
foar, Mithau is ar the
northwestern tip of
the main Hawaiian

archipelago,

Pacific Gevan

The Robinson family's reasons for keeping
Niihau as a sorr of anthropological preserve for
their Hawaiian wards have rather sound logic, par-
ticularly when you consider the lamenmble and
swift pace of exrinction of. the pure, or near-pure,
striin Hawaiians in the eighr-island archipelago.,
The pure-blood Havaiians numbered 300,000 in
1779; in 1832 they had dwindled to 130,000; only
49,000 could be counted in 1872; and the lase 17,5,
Burean of Censes Report lists only 12,000 near-
pure Hawatians.,

When you approach Nithau, cthe aspect from
the sea of black basalr cliffs and promontories does
not promise a scenic paradise. Bur once clear of
the whale-boat landing-beaches of Nonopapa (in
summee ) and Kii (in wmte.rﬁ and proceeding in
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a southwesterly direction along wagon-wheel rurs
that might have been made by o 49er prairie
schooner, the scenery changes, Now there are wide
pleasane meadows of indigenous grasses and Ans-
tralian blue-grass, domed by clumps of hardy ofpa-
roba {mesquite), and occasionally the perennial
pennants of Polynesia, the coconur palms, nodding
their delicare tracery of fronds in the trade winds.

There are over a thoosand roan, Durham, and
Shorthoen cattle and abour 12,000 Merino sheep
grazing contentedly over the sunlic grassy slopes,
descendants of the original stock brought from
Mew Fealand by the Robinson forehears, There
are sudden fights of protected plover, the pobhble
of over 3000 plump murkeys, almost tame pheas-
anrs, prarmigans, and strutdng peacocks, from
whose plumage the Nithauans fashion the expen-
sive hatbands and Jeir (neck-wreaths) to supply
the smare eourist shops of famous Waikiki Beach
in 100-mile-distant Honolulu,

Bue it's the first glimpse of the tdy village of
Pouwai, with the merry communal movement be-
tween the separane rock-fence-enclosed homes, cov-
ered with nighe-blooming cerens and how gaineilios
and bordered by gardens, that convinces you thar
these Hawaitans are genuinely happy and contented
in their isoladon, Their gay langhter and conversa.
mon are like music, their handsome, open faces free
of worry-wrinkles, their eyes sparkling and friendly,

Boredom never afflices them, A feaw, or feast-
celebration, i3 called on the sligheest impulse,
which everyone is invited, and sometimes these
teasts last for an endre week; the girls and women
gather fue-friv shells on the beaches with which they
fashion their discinctive shell-necklaces and cos-
tume jewelry; they weave soft mabalos mats of
fiber which being big prices in the tourisc mages of
Honclulu; the men go deep-sen fishing for the
gumy marlin and swordfish; and their favorite
sport i3 o pursue 3 wild boar on horseback, vaunle
ing off when close and, seizing it by the ears, slic-



ting its throat; they play volley-ball, cricket { intro-
duced a cenmury ago by the Robinsons), swim, and
surf. Some of the husky, more daring, saronged
youths of Nithau go out through the surf into deep
water, armed with sharp koives o kill man-eater
sharks in fierce battles,

The population of Miihau, by necessity, has
t be limired o abouc 230 people. This to avoid
the economic hamards occasioned by overcrowding,
and to keep the total population in ratio w the
naeural foods available, If chere is a vacancy, by
death or anyone electing oo love permanently else-
where, the replacement must first be approved by
the Eobinson family, and then by the Mithau &0-
family council. Bue it is the shortage of water that
is the strongest deterrent to excess residents. There
afre no sereams, evers, of lakes on Mihaw, and drill-
ing wells has tapped only sale warer, Water holes
have been scooped out in the caetle and sheep graz-
ing areas, which fill with rainwarer, and Arizona
cacti were planmed long ago, whose chick pulpy
leaves furnish water and food, thus reducing water
requirements o 4 minimum for the ranging live-
stock, There are a few brackish wells suimble for
the cattle and sheep, but during exceprional periods
of drought the cartle are secured by their horns oo
the sides of whaleboats and the crosshars of native
outrigger canoes and slowly ferried across the chan-
nel to Kalalaiu Valley on the Mapali coast of Kauai
Island, which is also Bobinson-family cwned, This
makes for a strange sea procession, with the natives
poised vigilantly with rifles for signs of maranding
sharks,

The necessity, because of water shostages,
hold o o safe limic the number of livesoock on the
island has necessitated the Mihavans exploting
other sources for the development of lecrative occu-
pations, such as commercial fishing, net-making,
mart-weaving, manofacture of curios and charcoal,
and honey culeere from the Keswe {mesquite}
blossorms,

Wirh only a few ouside Hawaiians permitted
to enter this paradise, it is understandable that the
Hawniian racial purity or near-purity has been
made possible by a cermin degree of inbreeding,

The Eobinson family have a strict rule about
the Nithausns, purely because of restlessness oe
boredom or curiosicy, leaving the sland for long
pertods. If 3 Howiian does go off without permis-
sion, he or she, depending on the circumstances,
might not be permitted to return, There is a reason-
able premise for this edict, "There are the disent-
efs, the agitaross, the non-conformists, de smart-
alecs in every communicy, no mateer where it is,”

Pure=hlooded Hawaiians of Mithao., & yoath, an old man, and a
windan Siripping fewbals (Pandanus) leaves for making into hats,
baskets, and mats, which are shipped o0 Honolulu for the toutist
trade.
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explained Aylmer Robinson. "We can’t have these
malcontents coming back into the island, afeer sky-
larking in the City (Henolulu), to boase, ridicule,
draw comparisons, and creare dissatisfaction and
confusion, purely because of personal rancor. Cyni-
cism and disillnsionment are the snakes of any
paradise, and we try to keep them out of Mithaw."

There are, of course, the case histories of those
who have [eft. One departed to work in a Waikiki
Beach horel in Honolulu and, haping o give his
father a glimpse of che new exciting "modern
world,” sent back a phonograph and several rock
o roll recordings. Bue his father refused to accepr
the machine when ic was handed o him ar Nono-
papa beach. "Nice and quiet now on Nithau!"” he
snatted indignantly. "No noise-boses needed hepe!”

Another was lured away by the stories of the
bright lighes of Honoluly, whers he chrained a joh
washing dishes in a rescanrasic-He ate stranpe foods,
drank rum and beer, saw strip-zeasers in the bur-
lesque houoses; he learned o shoor dice, o smaoke
and swear in English, and to chase the bula-girls.
Bur within & month he was back, tears running
down his cheeks, tweaty pounds thinner, begging
the Family to accepe him back o Miihaa, The Bob-
insons decided that the errant islander, in a s
bordering on complere nervous collapse, would
serve a3 a living testimonial of the dubious benefits
of civilization, and $0 he was sent back to Miihan,
from which he has never straved again, not even

L]

to visit nearby Kauai, His one fing was sufficient
o lase a lifetime,

The four Robinson brothers, Lester, Selwyn,
Sinclair, and Aylmer, who joinely own Niihay, and
are millionaires many times over, have all been
educated in Ametican universities, and so have their
children, many of whom have married and entered
lucrative businesses in the Swees, Bach one seems to
have inherited something of the resourcefulness
and practicability of their British naval captain
forebear, and partcularly of the amazing foresight
and seamina of the Arse matriarch of Nithau—Eliza
MeHurcheson Sinclair.,

A farm in Craigforth, Scotland, in the shadow
of Srirling Castle, had been the chaice of retirement
in 1840 for Captain Francis Sinclair of the Royal
Mavy, participant in the battles of Copenhagen, the
Mile, and Trafalgar. However, when a grant of
land in New Zealand was offered o0 him his wife
Eliza urged him to accept.

With their seven children, they sailed off for
the South Pacific, sercling first on a farm oueside
Wellington, then later developing extensive farm-
ing holdings in Pigeon and Holmes Bays, where
they prospered, bur always with the dream of a
larger family domain, perhaps an island of their
own. The drowning of Captain Sinclair and the two
elder sons in a schooner wreck off Chriscchurch
lefe the family forsunes in the hands of Eliza Sin-
clar. "We will all go looking for our island, re-
gether," she announced one day,

She purchased 2 barkentine, the Besrie, and
the entire family, possessions, and livestock were
stowed aboard, and, skippered by her son-in-law,
Captuin Guy Robinson, chey sailed off in 1863 in
scarch of their earthly paradise, visiting Tahit,
Honolube, and British Columbia. “1 like Hawaii,”
announced Elizs, and they immediately sailed back
o Honaolulu, arriving in September of 1863, where
King Kamehameha the Fifth sold her the lonely
paradise island of Nithan for 310,000 in gold.

And on this picruresque isle the widow Sin-
clair had her fine home construceed, and the Arca-
dian life of which she and her husband had long
planned became a successful reality. Beyond the
Pouwai Willage, at Kiekie, just above the chunder-
ing surf, still srands the 2room farm-type dwell-
ing. its walls and timbers the same prefabricaced
sections made in Boston and shipped arcund Cape
Horn in 1864, The rare, carved antique furnitre,
imporeed from England wia New Fealand more
than & cenmry ago, still graces che grand dining
room. And here, happy and content, Eliza Sinclair
watched her children and grandchildren develop



under the mattiarchy, A vigieor in 1873 had de-
scribed her: “A lady of the old Scowch ype, beau-
tiful in her old age, very malented, boght, humor-
ous, with a definite character . . . though upwards
of seventy she rides on horseback . . . as light in
figure and step as o young girl. . . "

Rumors of a “feudal island” compelled one of
Hawaii's recent governors, William Cuinn, to visic
the island o see for himself the tree conditons in
Nithaw. He landed with a party of six, including
néwsmen and photographers. Down from a sandy
bluff moved swo wiry and tanned men, both dressed
in Warld War Onc khaki, pareees, and flopping
U5, Cavalry hats. The spokesman was Aylmer,
Harvard alumnos, who informed the visisors:
“Please, no smoking in the open.” He inclined his
head toward the tinder-dry combuscible foliage
of the island, And his second police request: " And
if you talk to the Hawaiiang here, kindly be objec-
tive,” Then he introduced his soylish beother, Leseer,
whose jovial disposition contrasced with Avlmer's
taciturn personalicy.

Ar the conclusion of the Governoe's wur of
the island in jeeps, he realized that there was no
truch in che vicious rumars thae the island was ruled
by tyrannical dicracors, or that the islanders were
held in virmal capevity, or were "miserably poor.”
He was convinced that Niihau was o real paradise,
and that the Niihauans were happy, coatented, and
healthy. He et and talked with Ben Kanahele, the
hero of MNiihau, who with the aid of his wife had
overpowered o Japanese fighter pilot who had
crashed his plane on the island during the bomb
atack on Pearl Harbor, and intended using a
minching pun o masacre the natives on Miiha,

And when he left, the Governor ook an ap-
preciative last long loak at the island and its people.
"A happy life . . . happy people!" he said. The

present Governor of Hawail, John Burns, sub-
scribes to the idea thar Niihaw and it people should
be lefr alone.

Aylmer was, of course, in agreement, as he's
always been. "This is the last paradise for pood
Hawaiian folk" Bur, he declared, & nagging prob-
lem in Niihau is the small population explosion.
"We don't want to be put in the position of telling
these fine, happy Hawaiians here, "We have no
work for you and you now have to move else-
where," "

During the past several years Niihau has suf-
fered a bir from recurring droughes, and during the
war troops stationed on Withau brought a moth
thar armacked the feawe {Chilian mesquite) - blos
soms, diminishing their honey prodoction from
15,000 pounds to less than 5,000, and this moth
also made it impossible to feed the cactle on meal
ground from the feawe beans, An increase in oir-
key farms on mainland America ruined their markey
business, and & blighe killed much of Nithan's cacti
on which the cattle feed, thus limiting the herd of
roan, Durham, and Shorthorn cactle to 17000 And
Niikau's red volcanic carth stains the wool of the
Merino sheep grazing in the uplands, releguting it
b lowner prices.

But Aylmer is detarmined to overcome these
problems. "S8o I'll have o diversify,” he said con-
fidently. “I'm going o rescore the old Hawaiian
mullee ponds, and get the kilns in erder o produce
good feaue charcoal, which is in big demand in
Honolulu and in the other islands for barbecue
charcoal, and I'm experimenting with casmor beans.
Also, I'm hoping I can inrerest the Federal Gowv-
ernment in granting me & quota for Egyptian-oype
coteon, which should grow well here on Niihau,”

S0 it would seemn thar Miikau is o remain one
of the last island paradises on earth. ==
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Somenmes one kind of animal looks
like ancther, The armadillo is a
mammal, but becanse irs skin is
composed of horny plates, many
peope think it iz a reptile,
Howewver, it i5 not only a
mamimal, bur has the distinction
that births are invariably

of quadruplers of the sume sex.
During the past fifty years the
armadillo, long resident in
Centeal and Sourh America,

has been extending its range
northward through Texas,

and chroughour mose of
southeaseern Ulniped

Saates. The phomgraph

on the cover is by

Willis Pererson,

whuse picrure story

it the acmadillo

begins on page 18,



