
Investigation by the Port of Nagoya
Aquarium, etc. Is sea turtle affected
by changes in seawater
temperature?
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A research group including
the Port of Nagoya Public
Aquarium will start
investigating how changes in
seawater temperature affect
the ecology of loggerhead
turtles, which are in danger
of extinction, from July.

Loggerhead turtles live in temperate and tropical regions around the
world, and are designated as an endangered species by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature.
In a survey starting in July, the aquarium will work with researchers from
the United States, New Zealand, and other countries to release
loggerhead turtles with small transmitters attached to their shells in the
central North Pacific to track their positions.
Previous research has revealed that after hatching in Japan, they migrate
along the Kuroshio Current in the central North Pacific, where food is
abundant.
The research group hypothesizes that loggerhead turtles can reach the
west coast of North America due to the El Niño phenomenon, which raises
the sea temperature from the equator to South America, and plans to
investigate the detailed route.
Masanori Kurita, director of the Nagoya Port Aquarium, said, "I want to
clarify how climate change affects the ecology of loggerhead sea turtles. I
want people to be interested in the global environment by drawing
attention to my research."
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