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‘Singing cowboy’
changed
pop culture 4

“ThE YesefT Sur /074
taum SreinGs, CH.

8y BRUCE FESSIER

Petgle/entartalnment sdiar

n the halfcentury befors whites in Mississip-

Gene Autry, pop culture i. He gang hlack-

resfit G and Sullivan are inn teeveling

operetins in New York and miesdbeine ehow in

traveling medicine shows 1025, s Autry had

thronghout the Sauth and done, and recorded a mil-
Wt : lion-salling record in 1927

The kongtime Palm Spri ﬁsnsu called “Blue Yodel, or =T

dent is the ronter girder of the fir Thxps,”

oridge between popular music of the
18¢h and 2h centuries,

He is the anly man alive to have
performed in traveling medicine
shows, vaudeville, tent shows,
rodend; recordings, vadio, film, tele-

| I

hillhilly muosie ke
heard growing up
around blacks snd

Autry becare o mpstar
Rudgars imitator. In his
liner notes for Autry's 1986
Bony release, “Cene Autry:
Blues Singer, 1820-1931," Jon Guy-
ot Smith ssid, “No other performer

- traifblazing career wers happy to
tall about the ol singing cowbay.

hottest singer in New York was a 27-
year-old crooner from Gainavills,

vigioh and his own museum, which  ould mateh ra' yodel, Missis-
has a web site on the Internet. sippi dialeet and distinctive gustar
Thers probably wouldn's lH‘I:IJ'.IJ' rumns ag Deng did.”
Crarth Brooks if there hadn't been But befira he could go to New
any Gene Autry,” sid publicist Alex  York, b neaded & confidence bioost
Gorden, whio began an agso- ——— from Will Rogers, whao twn
ciation with Autry in 1939  On DB decades partier had left his
a8 prasident of the British 80 years: Chelsen, Okla:, hoime to
Gene Autry Fan Clab, Chronology of pro-  become a Broadway star in
I can't think of anyone.  faesional B pere the Fiegfald Folliea ®
else who was that much b sonal milestons's Auntry was working as a
frant of the public in allof  in Autry’s life. telegraph operator in
those wreas. 8o no wonder Recordings: Chelsea in 1927 when
iz had such & tremendous  Sirging cownoy's Ragers came in to send his
imrac( on thi cultore,” bty of work. svndicated newspaper eol-
fow did a farm by from : umn to New York, He aver
| Tioga, Tesns, gt the nerve  apoco duiry miade- henrdAutaw sing ear Gune Austin sme,” Armakd fhid,
join i medieine show and g spiesh on buying guitar wod tobd “Hie was a big fan of Aggkin,”
an the New York musie sereen. im he should pureue a Autry began rscording in Now
establishment? Well, Autry, gareer on radio in the big York in 1920 but didn't have a hit
who turma 80 Monday, was- iy, until 1831, when he changed hia
- o't available for interviews. But [t took him slmest a year before musical styvle to the country smand
- friends who were influenced by his he took thint advice_and by thenthe  for whidh heis famoug. “That Sibmer-

Haired Daddy of Mine” bacamp g
miillbon sellor b 19383,

“Sbe, there was & guy older thany /' {Texns, licated 40 miles from Autey’s Tty suceess hed to o sole in & 1934
Gene who was real big in the coun- “birthplnca His name was Gene Ron Maynard Western callod “In
try thing named Jimmie Hﬂdﬂ“:‘ﬂ;p Anstin, afid his 1927 recording of Old Santa Fe.” Mayrard sang in it
country singer Eddy Arnoldsajd in  “My Blue Henven" was the best-sell- bt not ss well & Autry.

a telephone interview firom
Nashville, “Genaused to toll me
guite o bit about Jimmie Rodgera. 1
wag still in school when he died, My
{influence | was Gene Autry in terms
ofwho I liked.”

Rodgers, known ss the “fathor of
eountry music, fased the blues and

ing disc RCA Vietor waiild release
unitil Arnald and Elvis Presley in the
late 18402 and Bile

Austing like Arnold and Preslay,
had been managed by the late Palm
Springa resident Col. Tom Poarker.

died in Palm Springs in 1972,
"I know Gene Auatry realby lked ta

Actually, neither Maynard nor
Autry were the [Tret “singing cows
b, ” But Autry becamis the first
hillbilly recording artist to star fna
Western in 1835, when he signed
with Republic to make “Tumblin’

Ban ATV '
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Angels in the Back Lot

3 THE DEAL

mmmtna i wealk late,

ey walke wich Walt Disney
dﬁmdmm

born in
Bﬂ]ﬂthl!.‘.ﬂtlﬂﬂﬂiﬂr I.I'ﬂpﬂl':tﬂi

= Bad ‘Eigner declines, -FM,
mmm foott " Pe% _ Gane and Jackio Autry lnnludeEBGh
1994 e
m Strike: Angels lose 511
million after strike ? moved into
mm
i of KTLA
1995 wﬁmmm
u Sales talk: Peter L. % Re Ruatdon nim
il ooy Broadeasting in 1982 for
_'mlﬂmﬂukm $245 million,
Wﬁn 13 unwilling M Autry purchased e,
B Entor Disney: Jackie ' million in 1960, The team
i - : eathmtm!mbeﬂﬂh#lﬂmﬂlimtwnr
AMMMHTEH - m%:“mmmﬂaﬁmwmm
D!.!E.Bj! & Aulr 1o Disne mRjoT terast
Erw i ﬁmhnﬂdmﬂaﬁwﬂsduﬂl. -

Iﬂnmnnh,aﬂaﬂnnal Hockey League franchize whose worth was recently pegged ot $108
million, seeond-highest in the league.

N A 80,000-square-foot community lce center being constructed in Anaheim.

M A 1.1-mile oval track at Disney World in Orlands, Fla., scheduled to be the site of an Indianapolis
500-style car race in January. & E <

llmmmmmmmﬂwwwdwmm
home to tb,ﬁﬂ.nmtem.&thl&ﬂnﬂnimmﬂlnﬂudﬁ‘fﬂm mtﬁaﬂium*aﬂddhmnmﬂm
ﬁnﬂuih:hngand fitnees facilities.
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enchante

he was a songwriter, a
sporta team owner

always looked pressed,
~when they sang "“,Eﬁ
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Gene ﬁ utry
was first

singing
hgowboy

DEANGEI.E—GHB
Antry, who parlayed a
#5 mail order guitar in-
' fo a career as Holly-
wood's first singing cowboy,
died today. He was 9L
Autry, who also built 3 mul-
timillion-dollar fortune in
hruﬂmatm;mdmmuﬂir
nal owner of the Anahelm An-
ga]nhuahllltmm.ﬂiﬁllh‘ﬂ
home in the Los Angeles’ Studio
City neighborhood, sald Karla
Buhlman, vice president of
Gene Autry Entertainment. His
Mm&lﬂaﬂ:ml.hrﬂ

sang
dhm:m,mdmmwmtmm
malke 95 films and host his own
Wghuwumlﬁumlml.ﬂa
also et 635 records, salling
maore than 40 mifllon copies, in-
cliding *Rudolph the Red-
Nosed er,” the Christmas
gtandard he wrote, and his sig-
nature “Back in the Saddle

Again’
Autry hung up his perform
Ing spurs in 1856, but mnu.nue:i
to own four radio stations, a ho-
tel and several other properties.
He ranked for many years on
the Forbes magazine kst of the
400 richest Americans, before
falling off in 1965, thoogh his es-
$320 million. :
Throughout his business deal-
ings, Autry collected Western
mennrahlin uui n_rL [11 Damm-

h:;ﬂyunh.rundlhnmhuln"ﬁ

fonndatlons, opened in Los An-

ko mmaummmm
era steam fire engine from Ne-
vada, puns owned by Annie
Oakley and Wyatt Earp, and
costumes of TV's Lone Ranger
and Tonto.

He first came to Los Angeles
in 1134 to appear with in & mov-
je called “0ld Santa Fe.”

“I was the first singing cow-
by In that picture,” Autry once
sabd. “John Wayne had made an
eartler movie in which he
played a singing cowboy, bat he
didn't do his own singing.”

wag the heyday of the West-
ern, and Autry was ranked top
Western star at the box office
183743, and in 1940-42 he
th&'i‘ﬁplﬂn:l‘ all movie

favorites.
replaced Autry as Re-
wmpmm

on & St Louis to
Ha.f]i‘rmﬂmnuﬂmad.l’tm
mmwmwmm
had heard Autry strum-
mifig on his goitar and singing.
'ﬂ!’m’ragmd. Rogers is said
0 have told Autry. “Stick toit,
young fellow, and you'll make
= pomething of yourself.”




GENE AUTRY: 1907-1998

. A nalline-~

The Associcled Preas
Gene Autry parlayed a 5 mall gultar into a career as Hollywood's first singing cowboy.




Cowboy star,
Angels owner
dies at 91

» His Hollywood career, which
included 93 films, launched othe

City. He was 91,
Mr. Auiry started ss a $150-a-month
telegrapher in before the Great

He aleo was g singer, owner of
the California Angels and the of the record-
ing Industry’s first gold and records.

“He truly was a star in the of

mmﬂm_ﬁuhﬁhinﬂ;mmmupmmaﬂﬂm'
was good and inspiring about America's Old West.”
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day, Palm Springs High School
lor Julann l{aru:arwillheunnnu:

¢ nervously waiting on stage to
niouncement,

fiss » 4 Cathedral City
ident, is competing in the two-
¥ event thanks to the sponsorhip
be Palm Springs Lions Club,
a2 event Is being staged at the
heim High School Auditorium
it expected to be videotaped for
rticipants are judged in sepa-
|'n_uniém.éﬁuii1¢'gd-wn'dmﬁ-
itions and individual fine arts
Judges are looking
s the

lesome all—American teen.
girl image,” according to event
iate Producer Donna Lauren,

acres of penerally uninhabited
south of Highway 111,
e largest of the annexations,

Haries,

s, California

* Miss Kmerican Toen-Ager Pags | """

n!.u!ﬂaurmialnaahmdm

has done for the city, Bogert said,
years in which Autry’s California Angels have
exhibition games

“major attraction” for the city, he said,

trained and held

The former ranch hand from Tioga Texas who before the year kpot,” Buttram joked.
bncamamia,wmremrd[ugmthmkad Then Buttram wlud;m:r::‘tmwhuymaulm
the whnamngadmmangulnmhumr. for those who wil £ ' :

A Tlook at this sign, I know how _"As you ride th¥Gene Aatry Trail, may it be like

Frank Sinatra and Charlie Farrell felt” he said
“I'm sure there are a Jot of fine citizens in the Palm

thnnldn.lntlthankywwrymm“ywuy,“
wnmm,ﬂthanmﬁimmisﬂmumrg
Trail, then it stands to reason that the Bogie Road

Bridge now belongs to Autry, too,

And Bogeri anyone who iz unhappy about
any minor struct 43l annoyances in the span should
call Autry, not 18y city, from now on Lo complain
about the bumps 9 his “damn bridge.” !

Buttram said My mgih? deoe some prsns ror

e will be a toll gate on it

bere are 3

the ones we rode ,’hﬁ'imd.'[{mpahmﬂpl‘
the posse abowt 100 yards, And may it be downhill
and shady, with witerholes that are never dry. May
the campfires and warm. May it leadum:u
safely through the|pass and into the sunset . | ,
And, Buttram , toward a World Serles win

for the Angels.

Is located west of Highway 74 for Frank G. Mendez of
authwest of the present city who died Tuesday in Beaumont, He
was 57.
Mr. Mendez was a native of
‘BXas.
He is survived by his wife, Sophie
,Mm:uiﬂaaumt;lm.lmh
Sauth- Valenzuela of Modesto; a daughter,
Linda Quitiquit of Beaurnont: two
brothers, Raphel Gallegos of Wil-
mington and Manuel Mendez of

Coachella: five sisters, W“Iﬁ]h@lﬂm I'-he.l'lmll‘r

ert Sun

112 Pages, 8 Saclions

)
Obituaries |
nde was a consul and vice consul to Cen. | She is survived by her daughter,
Me - tral and South Murphy of Indio; a brother,
In 1947, he started American Ven- J0'Henry idthﬂ:lrmm }fl:amge;b
Services were conducted Fri dore Inc., retiring in 1974, o gra i
i Hr.Hahmhamlvedhjhhmfe, randchildren and two great great-

Rmﬂehmnl}[mm. Texas;
two daughters, Chloe Karolik of
Hmntm.'!‘ﬂm.andﬁmmlﬂelmn
of Marina Del Rey: and three

randchildren,

Services will begin at § a.m. Mon-
from the FitzHenry Funeral
lome in Indlo with the Rev. Field

ﬂﬂﬂdﬂhlul'ﬂ_'l. , ichhardt of the Wallace Memo-
Services will begin at 2 pm. from S Baptist Church officiating,

the Palm Desert Community Interment will be private.

Church with the Rev. Elmer Jones

officiating.

Interment will be private.
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ﬁmm’mtwﬁmm:rﬂ*b:

+ old homestesd has a fancy
seh name now, Bnd his
e A
3 1 PVET
have a street named in hishoner,
“Gone A et Pt AL
_m&nhwﬁt?‘wﬁﬂﬂaﬂmﬁ

; the
come in to this hote] and remember
how things were”

m
late 19408 He and fellow singing

oy helped found
1il“l"i“i'f"'i"-‘]'ﬁ'l R e :

Autry moves on, but his

Spechal fo The I—
Legacy: Gene Autry's Ball o and
hatel are gone, but his spidt ramsains,

Lioa where *Cunamobe” and
many of his films were shat.
- atfter e gt the hoted, T went

inand tafked to mmmm
tuwnia - Frank The
ather oy hig were all
good friends of mine, so we talleed
it inta (i)

Autry sl bought the Ogotilly

—_—

[agel_ld e‘rfduré in

Lodpe in the early Bis. He sold i
ST T

) {othe Gene
ﬂﬁﬂmﬁ- lept 1 conda there.

didn't have a snooty bane in his

body,"said Steve Gardner. the Autry
Flotel pubiliciat of the Iate Hs s
early 8y, “He used to sit in that firs

in the Sombrern Room, People
mﬂm@?ﬂﬁtnm&
and talk w0 hitn, and be was just as
friendly &s heck®
-, Bally MeManus, head of the Palim
Springs i i

_ LOYALYY: Autry prefirred to halp
PTiva

desert

 million donation to Efsenhowsr
; Contar but had to defend
why they hadn't made the donation
Dhesszrt pital in Palm Springs,
m 'mﬁm@ o
i to move ta
unother spring truining site if the city
didn its stadium, Palps
mﬂmm:pﬁumaﬂudﬂm
: mhmrﬁpﬁgaﬁ'uh
Fﬂhmdh:&b] study and the

Bogert suid Au -
uni Mui!f?:‘rmﬂmmt ity

. "We were alwiys
stadium mmmshiw- i
better.” Bogert seid, “whicly they feity
tials | nenver did. That’s the reason
hey beft: The dang city wouldn't do

anything for them "

ob Hope, Frank Sinatrm and
Charlie Farrell felt, I'm sure thare
anea lot of fine citizens in the Palm
Springs ares who deservo o name on
# ereel more than [ do, Bat | thank
¥ very much anywas” -

o
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‘Gene Autry Isin the Saddle, as Always

s @ wyl :

. THE SOCIAL CITY
.

““By MARY LOU LOPER
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TIMES STAFF WRITER

i gell-out hoppy crowd of
1,250 was “Back In the Sad-
e dle Again” with it8 favorite
~singing cowboy Monday night
| when’ Gene Autry celebrated hig
[B0th birthday al the Muoseum of
| Western Heritage he built.
i¢ Nostalgin reigned. In the birthday
iribites, epwcesd by Dick Clark,
Hosemary Clooney sang, "If You
Lowed Mo Hall a8 Much as 1 Love
You," then (“for Jackie and swoet
Gene™) “Don't Fence Me In.”
. Gien Campbell, who on guitar
during dinner had the -audlience
. tlapping, cheering: and stomping
with fddler Ron Rutowsli and
Camphell's Cood Time Band In the
Cimed the crowd with “Reinestons
Cowboy™ and “That Silver-Hakred
«Daddy of Mine," Autry’s song.
¢ Not to be outdone, Roy Clark took
" to his guitar with “Ghost Riders in
fthe Sky" Arlsona cowboy Hddy
GArnald sang his "Lonesoms Cattle
-+ Calll™ toen standing ovation, That was
before Willie Nelson marched o
with sons Micha and Luess, the
< olher enterlainers and audience
joining for "Back In the Saddis
_Again” and "On the Road Apgain,"
‘Then Johnny Grant defivered aeco-
tacdes, and cowboy Monte Hale (who
VisEls Gene thres Limes 8 weak), led
_{.lu_: sudience in “Happy Birthday™ Fharion by AL EHI / Lea Angabin Timen
e f thiﬂHLEBm&fWﬂstemHﬂrtam.GﬂMMW.Mﬂ.WMMMMIRﬂM
» Whal a night—S5000,000 worth
Sor the museum, aceording to co. closest fiends, Amgﬂmmmmmwmhﬂmtm.mmmmgﬁmwm.
whairmen Sheldon L Austaan, Bd-
win K. Margec and James W.
LMcEl _aponsors of
JBI6,000 were the Autoinobile Club
of Southern Californda, Avery Den-
~nizan, Oecidental Pelroleum  and
Ahe Wall Dianey Co,
i Genc's wife, Jackie, was by hia
~mide as Bob Hope, Dale Ewvans,
‘Christina Paine, Richard Farn.
£ th, Buddy Fheen, Billy Bob
Thornton and Dwight Yoakam
“Btopped by, ta touch Gene's shoul-
‘tor and whzh him well,

l‘.
Ly, |

i L]

-

— '}
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| af Mine," 5 800,

* " Not to be outdone, Roy Clark took
}ﬁﬁmﬁ:}?m with "Ghost Riders in
L " Arimona cowboy Eddy
+ JAmold sang his “Lonescme Cattle
«Call" to a standing ovation, That was
. before Willie Neieon marched on
“with son=s Micha ond Lucas, the
-~ other entertainers and audience

&%
X

action silver Army revolver detail -
ing the career of Autry. It's en-
graved by Alvin White and An-
drew Bourbion. With a $42.500 bid,
Yiurrie gloated: "1 beat the "Wheal
of Fortune.'

At his Museum of Westem i
mmmzmﬂmmmm Bob Thomton, left, and country singer Dwight Yol

o ;3 - - e Y __ .:. |iE

With pal Dale Evans at his side, birthday boy Autry poses with Eddie
Amold, left, Jackie Autry, Monty Hale and museum chief Joanne Hale.




» Regular folks
remember a man who

helped — quietly.

Desert influence
was widely felt

cine, paid for the operation and
never sald a word about if,

cotld hav Mr. A the gift
of an .**..1.11E|-Illgi:;wﬁm:m‘l ngum s

mmrmuﬂilime-mmvﬂ
lauding or  praising
Mauch said. “All I can teil you is be
was my buddy, and I huort.”

]ﬁrﬂ.‘:.'
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ed W hfih'mmthm
ol Desert, the Bob

Medical Center (there s a 100-bed

Gene and Jackle Autry Tower

general ” o m
reporter's question. "I'm
figure out who he's not a friend

um iz in Los Angeles’ GRifith Park,
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In 1984, the city of Palm Springs honored Gene Autry by naming a strect after him.



Gena Autry,
gl hﬂ.ﬂrﬂﬂqﬁﬂﬂﬂfﬁmmﬂd

A threeCD boxed
set of Gene Aut
wﬂhpﬂﬁiﬂmmmmﬁr
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