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Endangered Hawailan monk seal.
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A fairy tern hovers in the Pacific sky.
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The Flannerys’ last view of the Tern Island bird colonies.




Evenings mesals were more formal. A rotation schedule gave one
person responsibility for the paricular evening meal and disk-
washing. The food supplies were ample and varied, thanks to careful
shopping in Honolulu and the walk-in freezer and fridge.

Evenings included 2 ritual of listening to marine weather. Weather
takes on considerabie significance when you realize that you are the
only people on a tiny island with neighbors over four hours away — by
air

Twice in recent history, 40-foot breakers have smashed on the reef
and put water across the runway, forcing the island’s human
occupants to seek refuge on the roof of the main building. Vetter was
there in the last December storm, and spent weeks afterward
clezring huge chunks of coral from the runway. We learned that he
hoped in his particularly warped way that we too would get to share &
simflar experience.

Vetter's malaria continued and his temperature shot dangerousty
high. Finally the optiens became two — he could be med-evacnated to
Hswail by aireraft, or medicing would have to be dropped. His
removal meant that we would probably be flown put, too, MNone of the
three of us wanted to go, and the ehoice was made for an airdrop. The
U.5. Kavy came through, the parechule was on target and the wials of
chioroquin were undamaged. The range/wildlife biologist-cum-refuge
manager returned to normal in a few days.

He was well enough so the second Audubon Christmas bird count
was carried off without mishap, He and Annie counted the tiny
island's outiying isiands. Regulations reguired that someone stay on
Tern 25 a backup with 2 second. completely prepared beat in position
nnthuhuiui.latavedandhegmthatpm&themunt.mmttugand
reconnting Laysan and blackfooted albatross. thousands of frigate
birds on the bushes and milling high into the sky, fairy or white terns
which normazlly hovered around our heads but were scarce that day,
red-footed boobies and the birds blown to the island by unusual winds
— curlews, plovers and the catlle egrel

Rick and Annle returned with more numbers and new species to

in the distan
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back to Tern Island on 3 fishing
regular pace, though holidays =
study days. The only letup 1o the
howled and the biologists feared |



2 a coral sand beach.

iued counting birds on nests,
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off the nests. Thoge days were spent on reports and reading technical
books or popular magazines and paperbacks in the vast library which
undoubtedly began when the Coast Guard manned a station at French
Frigate Shoals,

During a lull in activities, Vetter took me outside the refuge beyond
LaPerouse Pinnacle where, with saltwater tackle, -1 learped the

fighting power of four-foot long Ulua, a marvelous silver fish. Later,

with handlines, the two of us simultanecusly hooked and landed
smailer versions, trolling near a coral head. The filets were a
pleazant addition to the meni. 7

The wonder of Tern Island never ended. Bird sounds were constant,
but varied, never boring, The antics of sub-aduilt albatross — walking,
meeting, doing their enthusiastic ritualized dance with clacking bills,
hooking, making seductive soft whistling calls — kept us laughing and
enthralled.

. Daly those birds blown to the island by accident are wary of man.

The rest, like those in the Galapagos [slands, know oo fear. =

We deparied with regret and a feeling of incompleteness. There
were new albatrozs chicks and redtailed tropic birds. were just
beginning their spectacolar courtship flights.

Two new volunteers came o assist, 30 Rick and Joan weren't left
alooe. At any rate, the eouple is oearing the end of their two-year
tour, and as & resulf of their hardship-duty station the Fish and
Wildlife Service will find Velter another refuge to manage.

Two things are certain, wherever they are assigned. The new post
will definitely be a refuge with less water. And, there will certainly be
more people around.

TEXT & PHOTOS:
JOHN 5 FLANMNERY




