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In Pacific Islands and Oceania cultures, sea turtles have been traditionally regarded as
important natural resources, and ownership or stewardship of these creatures is often
viewed collectively rather than by individual ownership, Many Pacific island communities
have strong cultural connections to sea turtles and consider them an essential part of their
heritage.

In these cultures, sea turtles are often seen as communal resources that are shared among
the members of the community. The responsibility for protecting and managing sea turtles
often falls on the entire community, and specific rules and traditions are in place to ensure

their sustainable use,

Traditicnal practices regarding sea turtles vary among different Pacific island cultures, but
they generally emphasize conservation and sustainability. Some islands have customary laws
and taboos (known as "kapu® in Hawailan or "tapu” in many other Polynesian languages) that
restrict the hunting or harvesting of sea turtles during certain times of the year or under

specific circumstances. These regulations are enforced by community leaders and elders.

In modern times, with the growing awareness of the need for sea turtle conservation, many
Pacific island naticns have also implemented legal protections and regulations to safeguard
sea turtles. These regulations may include restrictions on hunting, harvesting, and trade in

sea turtle products.

Owerall, while ownership of sea turtles in Pacific Islands and Oceania cultures is a complex

issue with variations from one community to another, the common thread is a deep cultural

respect and responsibility for these creatures. Canservation efforts, both traditional and

madearn, play a crucial role in preserving sea turtles and their habitats in the region.



