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Why a 20 Year Analysis?

● Most consistent fields of data collected starting 2000s
● The last 2 decades are most relevant to now & the future
● Time constraints for validation - Accuracy & Consistency 
● 2023 is not complete, only through June
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Total Primary Threats (Cause of Stranding) Per Year
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Total Primary Threats (Cause of Stranding) Per Year
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2020 & 2021 increase due 
to MOCMI in water 
proactive response 

*2023 still in progress

n = 6322



Total Primary Threats (2003 - June 2023)
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33% Fishing Gear

27% Unknown

18% FP

n = 6322
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64% Line 

23% Hook

11% Net

1% Trap

Photos: MOCMI

Photo: Kauai Conservation Hui

Total Primary Threats (2003 - June 2023)

n = 6322



Total Species of Stranded Turtles (2003 - June 2023)
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*

*Unknowns often due to 
turtle not being assessed, 
too much decomposition, 
or uncertainty in the field

92%

6% 2% 0.5%

n = 6322



Breakdown of Ei Strandings (2003 - June 2023)

Primary Threat
55% Unknown

23% Fishing Gear
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Survival Status
82% Dead

19% Alive

n = 130 
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Top 3 Primary Threats Per Year

n = 6322



Top 3 Primary Threats Per Island (2003 - June 2023)
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Top 3 Primary Threats Per Island (2003 - June 2023)
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Total Survival Status Per Year

3rd Annual 2023 Sea Turtle Workshop at Hawaii Pacific University
October 6, 2023

n = 6322



Survival Status Per Primary Threat (2003 - June 2023)
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Total Stranded Turtles that Exhibited FP Per Year
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Total Percent of Stranded Turtles that Exhibited FP Per Year
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Summary

● Consistent/uniform data collection is crucial for such a 
large dataset 

● Future in water vs on shore clarifications & impact on 
number of fishing gear interactions

● Unknown primary threats consistent throughout the years 
- cannot avoid extreme decomposition/mystery cases

● FP decreasing! Will this continue?
● Future publication

Photo from Honu Count Participant, Catelyn Coats
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Honu Count Citizen Science Project

Search “Honu Count” on any web browser

NOAA Marine Wildlife Hotline
1-888-256-9840
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In Memory of Shandell
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