Turtle Tagging at Punalu'u: SHORT ANSWERS TO MANY OF THE MOST COMMONLY ASKED

i QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT WE ARE DOING
¥iho are you?
Answer: Rasearch biologists with the Natianal Marine Fisheries Sarvice of NOAA, an agancy of the LS. Governmand. Voluniear

students from the University of Hawai'i's Marine Option Program and Hawai' Preparatory Academy slso work with us
on @ cooperative basis.

Answer: Studying green sea tudles ("honu” in Hewailan) to leam mare about the blology and Ke history of these fascinating and
somewhat mysterious marine animals. All sea turtles in Hawail and elsewheare In the Unitad States ane protected under
the LS. Endangered Species Act.

Answer: Conduct thorough examinations for any injuries or diseass, record body meazsurements and waight, apply amall
identification tags to the flippers {microchip PIT tags), and than let tham go. Somelimes a small skin sample, stomach
content samgls, or blood eample will be collecled for analysis.

Answer: Yes, a lithe bit. However, many turties show no response when tagged. The experience is probably similar to having

your ear pisrced. It is extremaly imporiant to lag turtles for research purposes so thay can be individually recognized
wiesn captured in the futues,

Answer: How fast furlles grow. where they traval tn. and (for adults) how often They bread,

Answar; Mo, not at all. In fact, it's better to hold them this way for a short period of tmes. If we put them an iheir bellies they wil

strugghe and possibly becoms stressed trying 1o crawl away.

" MNa, notatall. Mawever, I itis a hot day with [ots of surishing and no avadabls shade, kesssping the furth damp will
promate cooling by evaporation when held for research. When turlles bask ashore, thay decide for themssives when
they wand o return to the wabar

Answer: The tail of the male lurtle is much lengar than the female’s tail. However, langthening of the mala's tall only occurs when
the turtle ks very large and nearly a sexually mature adult (~150 Ibs. or more). Both males and females welghing less
than ~150 Ihe, have the same size lads,
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Answar: n Hawai'li, it takes an average of about 30 vears or more for a green sea turtle lo reach an adult size (150 Ibs. or more).
Al prasant there's no refisbla way to tall the axact age of a parlicular turtle. We can only give an estimate. Moat of the
luriles we catch are “youngsters”.

How long do they five?

Answer: Mo one knows fof sure how long sea uriles can Bve in the wild. Roweser, if thay take 30 years to mature, it's likely thay
live for many decades more. That i, unless thay are illegally speared, drowned in a gilnet, hit by a speeding boat, or
eaien by a kge shark.

What do they eat?

Answer: Seaweed. Green sea turtles ara the genfie vegstarans of the ocean. Seaweed in Hawali & calbed omu”.
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Answer: Absolutaly not. But swimmers can frightan the turties if thoy constantly chase or bother the turllas in other ways.
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Answer; Al a spetial place called Lalo (French Frigate Shoals). an isolated resf with several small, uninhabited, sandy beaches
located about S00 mides to the northwest of Honolulu. Laiz Is 8 part of the Hawalian Islands Mational Wikdiife Refuge and
the Papahdnaumokufikes Maring Mational Monumant.

Sea Turtles in Trouble?
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service Stranded Ashore, Sick. or Injured?
Pacific Islands Fishery Science Canter Please call: Hawai'i Statewide Reporting Hotline (888)
Please ses www.turtles.org 256-9840,
or in East Hawai'i (808) 286-4359




