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A sea turtle is shown in this underwater photograph taken while scuba diving Friday, May 30, 2008, - Copyright © africanews DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP2008

By Rédaction Africanews with AP
© Last updated: 12/03 - 13:17

Eight children and an adult died after eating sea
turtle meat on Pemba Island in the Zanzibar
archipelago and 78 other people were
hospitalized, authorities said Saturday.

Sea turtle meat is considered a delicacy by Zanzibar's
people even though it periodically results in deaths
from chelonitoxism, a type of food poisoning.

The adult who died late Friday was the mother of one
of the children who succumbed earlier, said the
Mkoani District medical officer, Dr. Haji Bakari. He said
the turtle meat was consumed on Tuesday.

Bakari told The Associated Press that laboratory tests
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