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ftegarding: Oreat Barrier Reef, Australias

STONEFISH'S ARSENAL OF TERROH: LOATH30ME FACE AND IETHAL ETIFG:

#mid the dellicate loveliness of the reef lurk several of the world's
moat fearsome hazards, Az venomous ss s cobra ia the gtonafish,

Harely does the visitor see a stonefish, for 1t lles motionlesa in the
sand, & perfect counterpart of & plece of weathered coral, I1f prodded
it moves sluggishly. But should &n unwery wader step on the: fish,
thirteen needle-gharp spines bristle ereet to inject virulent poison.
the vietim suffera immediste and unspeakable agony; he may becoms
demented frem pain, Desth can easily follow,

The suthor saw twe stonefish during five months on the reely other
sclentistas on longer atays have never spotted one,

The atonefish, & member of the scorplon fish family, is one of the
ugllest monstreosities on earth. Omarled, wrinkled, and warted so as to
resemble & plece of dead coral or a disintegrating stone, the creature
lles motionless in reef sand or slongside fragments of coral, If & foot
approfches, thirteen deadly, needle-sherp spines bristle virtically from
the fish's back., Eech spine has & pair of polson =scs near its middle
and two grooves through whieh toxiec fluid passes upward when prassure

is applled, A bare or 1lightly clad foot, plerced from its own welght
by theae hypodermics, forces the polson o be Injected,

Gone shells belong to the mollusk avborder Toxoplossa (polson-tongus),
Many of these specles are found throughout tropieal waters, end their
spectacularly patterned shells ars prized by ecllectors, The animal
within, however, is extremely polsonous in some species, In 1935 a
fourlat looking for coral on the Great Berrier Reef pioked up a cone
ghell to examine it, The animal'as venom-deposting stiletto plereed the
pelm, and within hours the man was deed, No experienced colleetor ploks
up & living cone shell without leather gloves or & pair of forceps.

Sea wespa, appearing seasonally, are jelly-fish., fThey can be extremely
- dangeroua, In 1938, off Derwin, Australis, a boy was stung by & 2es wWeSp
and died a few minutes later.

Hazardas of thls sort are ever-present on coral reefls throughout the
South Facifie. But a little Imowledge and some common sense protect
most people who verture onto & reef, just as they gafeguard those who
eroas & buay city street,



