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To: George Balazs <itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotmail.com> 

2014- Necropsy Report of an Excessively Buoyant Green Turtle by Thierry Work USGS.
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� From: Thierry Work <thierry_work@usgs.gov>

Sent: Friday, June 27, 2014 10:58 PM
To: honu world <itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotmail.com>; Evert Morris <eamorris08@centurytel.net>; George
Balazs - NOAA Federal <george.balazs@noaa.gov>
Subject: RE: turtle
 
Hi folks-
 
Findings in the turtle: Massive gas disten�on le� side large intes�ne distended with feces.  Intussuscep�on of
small intes�ne  into large intes�ne (ca. 10 cm) with apex necro�c and fishing line a�ached.  Torsion of large
intes�ne with ischemic necrosis of ca. 3 � of duodenal wall with a�endant rupture, release of ingesta into
coelomic cavity, and coelomi�s.  Large amounts of squid in crop and mineral oil in stomach.
 
Progression of events:  Fishing line inges�on-> intussuscep�on and necrosis->blockage-> fermenta�on of
feces and gas accumula�on->floa�ng->NMFS contacted and turtle retrieved.
 
It is likely that the mass of  the distended large intes�ne shi�ed when animal was manipulated in cap�vity
(which would explain transient shi�ing of buoyancy) leading to twis�ng and torsion of mesentery with
subsequent ischemic necrosis of jejunum, rupture of wall, release of ingesta and death.
 
Perhaps we need to revisit how we manage cases that are floaters and do not pass feces.  The chronicity of
the intussuscep�on indicates nothing could have been done, so it would have probably been be�er in
retrospect to euthanize animal sooner than later, par�cularly when nothing was passing a�er mineral oil and
feeding.
 
Best.
 
Thierry M. Work
Wildlife Disease Specialist
USGS-NWHC-HFS
PO Box 50187
300 Ala Moana Blvd. Room 8-132
Honolulu, HI 96850, USA
tel: 808 792-9520
Cell:808 554-6490
Fax: 808 792-9596
Email: thierry_work@usgs.gov
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Web:h�p://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/hfs/

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwhc.usgs.gov%2Fhfs%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0b21f9e3740f42c58ca708dc4f682672%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638472555941528580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PGVaGOXgdPDhv161g9nJPPvRxK1a%2Fbu%2B9ksUq7ZVBXQ%3D&reserved=0

