ACH DAY the jumbo jets disgorge their
throngs of pessengers at Hono-
lulu International Airport on Oahu,
Then & curious phenomenon occurs.
Instead of scattering to pleasure spots

all over the Hawalian Izlands' 6,450 square
miles—an area triple that of Delaware—90
percent of those visitors will spend at least
part of their stay in a

Ghd-acre  patch of

drained swampland ]
called Waikiki.

Why? Becausze, Lo
most of the world,
Waikiki ¥ Hawaii.
A staggering 27,000
hotel rooms line its
streets, and when
winter hits the main-
land, virtually all the
rooms are full. Three
and a half million
visitors came to the
islands  last wear,
gpending more than
two billion dollars.

Waikiki got most
of it,

Thoze visitors join the shopping crowds
on Kalakaua Avenue, edging past hand-
carried surfboards and waiting linez in front
of restaurants, bicycle-powered pedicabs
seeking passengers, and unsteady tourists
on rented roller skates.

Across Kalakaua is the beach of Waikiki,
much of it hidden bevond hotels and shops.
Overhead, palm fronds rustle. At night
propane-fueled torches add their flicker to
the multicolored glow of store windows,

Theze are the memories many tourlsts
bring home from Oahu, T have them too.
Buteven more, I savor recollections of lively
prowls through Honolulu and drives into
the green world beyond the skyscrapers.
Out there, jagged mountains slope down
to gorgeous hays. Valleys are carpeted
with sugarcane and pineapples. Villages as
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Faces and fashions of bwe cenfurics meet
in the boardroom of the Bishop Estate,
Oohu's largest private lendowner, with
58,080 acres, Extobe revenues help educeta
children of Flowaiien ancestry, The Land
was bequeathed for that use in the lote

180r's by Princess Bermice Pauahi Bishop
ared heer hushand, Charles, Their portroits
overlook the trustees, who personify Ho-
wirli’s ethmie mix. From lefi: Motsuo Ta-
koabuki, Richard Lyman, Hung Wo Ching,
Erank Midkiff, and Myron Thompson,



Laofty reflections of the staie's two-
hillion-dellar towrist indeustry, hotels and

cortdormuiriums (ehove) rise between the
Ale Wai Canal and Waikiki Beach. In a
1860 photograph showing the same swath
of real estate from a different angle (Teft),
the extinct wolcane DMomond Head, beck-
ground, had few rivals in prominence, The
skyacrapers sprang up during a building
boor that has continued umabated since
Haowaii gained statehood in 1959, More
than a third of Hawaii's 500,000 residents
tive in Honelulw, copital of the state and
its tourist cenber. OF 5.5 million visitoers

Which Way Oahu?

every year, Oohy gets the lion's share.

The Waikii strip now hos 27,000 hotel
roepms and more on the way. Though the
sieyline iz aymbolic of the prosperity of
Honoluly, Oahs, and Hawaii as o whole,
some see it s an omenof what will happen
in still pristine areas of the Haowaiian
archipelago if development 15 not checlked
or sirictly controlled. A blg foctor will be
the actions of the Bishop Estote arnd 38
other private landowners, who together
own 45 percent of Howaiis 4.1 million
acres—88 percent when government land
o5 excheded,
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interesting as their vowel-laden names peep
out along the road that almost circles Oahu.

If T were a Honolulu dweller, I'd spend
my weekends out there.

Many do, of course, You're lucky to find a
parking spot near Sunset Beach on a Satur-
day when the surf is up. Cars line the road
for miles,

Like the state's five other major islands,
Oahu has a nickname: the Gathering Place.
It was sighted by Britain’s Capt. James
Cookin 1778, but contrary winds prevented
hiz landing there; he sailed on to Waimea on
Eauai, where he first set foot on the archi-
pelago he named the Sandwich Islands.
Then came New England missionaries,
with their dark wool suits and pious ways,

But that was a century and a half ago
Oahu has changed since then, Particularly
Waikiki (preceding pages).

“More than half the hotel rooms in the
state are jammed in there,” an izslander
grumbled. He talked of Waikiki's still
booming construction, symbaolized by skel-
etal blue construction derricks that rear
above unfinizhed buildings. “Our state bird:
the great Hawaiian crane,”

In spite of the building bustle, Waikiki's

tourist population explosion is beginning
to taper off. Hideto Kono, director of the
state’s Department of Planning and Eco-
nomic Development, gssured me that the
hotel-building boom iz ending. “The ceiling
has almost been reached. We may allow a
few thousand additional hotel rooms, and
then tourists will have to go elzewhere,”

Neighboring islands will absorb much of
Hawaii's anticipated § percent annual tour-
ist growth, but state officials are eyeing rural
Oahu too. I walked out of the office bearing
a volume describing the state plan.

The gist of it iz this: Rather than strew
tourist hotelz all over Oahu, a few resort
areas should be chosen and tourism concen-
trated there—experience has shown that
tourists get restless at izolated hotels, Those
new resort areas should create jobs (Oahu’s
unemployment rate runs more than 7 per-
cent) and generate income for local stores.

The state plan is not universally loved.
Driving around the island, I passed hand-
lettered signs telling of dissent. To HELL
WITH THE STATE FLAM, read one, STATE
PLAN IN THE CAM, read another. Many Ha-
wadl farmers—and, for that matter, owners
of homes and condominiums—view the




plan with deep distrust. Don't turn my farm
inte a subdivision, mutter farmers. Don't
bring Honolulu's traffic jams out here,
growl homeowners,

Still, pressure for more tourist accommao-
dationz continues. With Dave Baney, re-
gional vice-president of the Sierra Club, 1
drove to the north end of the island, where
the Prudential Insurance Company of
America hopes to huild a large complex, the
Kuilima Resort Community. A renovated
48 F-room hotel is already open. The plans,
Diave said, call for as many as 4, 700 rooms in
additional hotels, as well as condominium
apartments and zingle-family homes.

Besort Growth Pushes Land Prices Up

“Prudential is trying hard to do a respon-
sible job of this,” he admitted. *But they are
thinking on a mainland scale. A project this
size in rural Oahu? I wonder if they realize
the impact it will have,™

The complex, stretching three and a half
miles along the shores of Kahuku Paint, will
indeed furpizh construction jobs. “But
when evervthing is built," Dave comment-
ed, “only the hotels will need many employ-
ees. Most of the buildings are scheduled to

be condominiumsz, and they will create
mainly temporary construction jobs. The
basic problem, though, is that land prices
will shoot up. Low-income families won't
be able to make high lease pavments, so
they'll either have to go farther back into ru-
ral areas and start over, or move into Hono-
lulu, onto the welfare rolls. And the rural
character of this part of the island will be
threatened. ™

How, I wondered, can a small farmer sur-
vive on high-priced Oahu? Supermarkets
buy produce from big mainland growers,
who often can ship it to Honolulu and sell at
lower prices than Cahu’s farmers must ask.

“Local people sell their crops in village
markets or through a wholesale coopera-
tive," Dave said. “Sometimes theyv just bar-
ter for things thev need, and there's a lot of
sharing among Hawaiians, That’s why it’s
hard on low-income residents who are dis-
placed from their traditional communities,
They need more cash to survive in the city, ™

He was silent a moment, “Bartering side-
stepsinflation, bul it's atrap too. They can't
afford Lo move Lo another community, away
from their trading connections,”

Islanders talk about land prices in terms
of lease pavments; more than half of Oahu
belongs to large private landowners (map,
page 6539). In Honolulu, even without the
land, home prices average $110,000—in a
place where hasements, heating plants, and
insulation are superfluous.

“My monthly mortgage pavment is more
than 700," an acquaintance lamented to
me. “No wonder 20 many married couples
hold down {wo jobs, It"s expensive to live in
paradise,”

Some native Hawaiians on Oahu feel that
they should be the landowners., From grace-
ful, dark-haired Billie Beamer, past chair-
woman of the state's Hawailian Homes
Commission, I learned about that claim,

Spirits fump an octave during the annual
intrumural singing contests at Kameha-
meha Schools, beneficiaries of the Bishop
Estate. The sendor boys® leader eggs on his
charges (left); junior and senior girls em-
brace after a tie (far left). The schools
educare 2800 on-compus students from
kindergarten through 12th grade.



“These Hawaiiahs believe that the
overthrow in 1893 of our last monarch—
Dueen Lilivokalani—was illegal, After she
was forced to abdicate and was put in pris-
on, the huginessmen who orranized that
move Look more than 900,000 acres of crown
land, which ended up as government prop-
erty. The Hawaiians want it back, plus
damages. Congress is studying their claim.”

She reflected. “Hawaiians are becoming
more obsessed with their Hawailanness
these days. They are making progress—ithe
literacy rate is high, and many are moving
up in business—but there's the feeling that
the warld is moving away from them.™

Immigrants Brought Many Cultures

Mrs. Beamer, whose ancestors lived on
this island long before the arrival of Captain
Cook, believes that religious and social cus-
toms made it almiost inevitable that Hawai-
tans would fall behind in the economic
struggle.

“Bemember,” she told me, “most immi-
grants—Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Por-
tuguese, and others—came here from long-
established civilizations, each with its
strong religion, and they worked hard to get
ahead. Onthe other hand, Hawaiian society
was adrift, halfway between its old gods and
the one the missionaries brought.”

About one percent of the islanders today
are pureblood Hawaiians, though any frac-
tion of Hawaiian ancestry is enough for offi-
cial recognition as a member of that race.
Seventeen percent of the izlanders qualify, 1
asked Mrz, Beamer about her lineage; she
laughed.

“I'm three-eighths Hawaiian. But really,
I'm “calico’—like a lot of us on theze izlands,
Among my ancestors were an Irish sea cap-
tain, a Spanish sailor, and & Chinese coolk,
All of them married Hawaiian women, My
full name is Martha Marv Ah Ung Kawaiola
Fernandez Beamer,"

She pointed out to me that the hunger for
landownership extends to Oahu’s other eth-
nic groups az well, “Hawaii's Land Belorm
Act gives leaseholders the right to petition
the state to buy the land they are renting.
The state can force private landowners Lo
sell at a price determined by formula. But
the state’s land prices usually are considered
too high by the petittoner and too low by the
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landowner. Extended litigation is delaying
many of the land transfers.”

Even Waikiki's posh hotels rest on erazy-
quilt patterns of landownership. An official
of the fine old Halekulani Hotel expressed
satisfaction at the hotel’s relatively simple
land-rent situation: “We have only four dif-
ferent leases to pay on the land that we don't
own outright.”

Conzidering the land tangle and all of
Honolulu's business affairs, it came as no
gurprizse to find that the island telephone
book has ten pages of atlorneys, Many of
them are kept busy on the complex problems
of converting leasehold land into fee-simple
ownership, or are engaged in the tortuousz
business of arranging new leases,

Waikiki’s borders are well defined—by
an ocean, a park, and two legs of a drainage
canal that fifty-five vears ago turned swamp
into high-priced tourist acres now packed
with hotels, A different world lies on the oth-
er side of that canal,

Give that other Honolulu a casual glance
and it resembles any number of mainland
cities, with busy traffic, quiet suburbs, and
towering downtown office buildings. But
there is a roval palace near the city center.
¥ou can buy octopus tentacles in the local
supermarket and have your hamburger at
McDonald’s with a side order of Oriental
noodles served with chopsticks,

One of life’s simple pleasures in this city is
to amble shirt-sleeved through Ala Moana
Park on a winter’s day, Joggers will be out in
force; so will Hawaiian vouths, cach with a
transiztor radio tuned to a rock station, and
a pretty wakine attuned to him,

One day I roamed through downtown
Honoluly, looking for a certain restaurant,
o evra one block, turn makai at the traffic
light, go two blocks Diamond Head, and
you'll find the {Contimied on page 664)

Born amid fire and waber, Chahe {3 the
offspring of two wvolcances that eroded
into parallel mountein ranges, Their steep
lava slopes are mostly unsuitable for de-
velopment, putting a premium on lower
elevations, A new state plan aiwts of
establishing policles for such [and uses as
conservation, recregtion, and historical
presarvation,
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Vaulting like a dolphin over a spuming wave, a windsurfing board
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An  agssembly-line aloha
awaits arrivels at Hono-
lulu Imternotional Airpoert,
whare Rickie Manue! poses
with tourists after presemts
ing them with lels fabove).
Averaging less than ten sac-
onds a persor, Manuel greats
& iy as 500 passengers a
day. His emplover, using a
stithie of 40 greeters and 14
photographers, every jpear
sells about 40,000 souvenir
plctures such a8 thess,
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Japanese enter Pearl Harbor to open
arms these doys, as this lei-hedecked de-
strover on a refueling stop demonstrates
{abowe). Beyond [ie the mownteins crossed
by fapanese plones that bombed the har-
bar on Decernber 7, 1941, Nearby, a 17 8.
Mavy diver views the hulk of the U.5.5.
Arizona (rightl, Sunk in the attack, the
hattleship still entombs more than o thou-
sand of her crew. Though almost complete-
Iy submerged, much of the ship is visible
from the Arizona memoriol, background,

G4

(Condinned from page 855 place on the
manka side of the street,” a helpful passerhy
advised. T mumbled my makals (thanks)
and studied my map again, unenlightened

It would do little good to translate these as
directions here—for on the other side of
Crahu two of the terms are not used, and the
other two have opposite meanings,

In addition to its exotic touches, Honolulu
has most of the unglamorous problems that
Mague other United States cities. “Robber-
jez on Oahu Soar by 36%," a front-page
newspaper story reported. Alarming, but

Mational Geographic, November [979



when I read the first paragraph of the arti-
cle, I learned thal robberies had climbed
from three to four a day, Most cities on the
mainland should be that lucky, T thought.

Mike Keller, criminal-justice reporter for
the Honolulu Advertiser, had written that
news story, and he grinned at my observa-
tion, “We're not comparing ourselves to
anyone, but just looking at our own prob-
lem. It's a way of reminding people here that
there is & problem.”

The crime increaze, he feels, reflects the
arrival of more people in Honolulu each

Which Way Oahu?

year. “Vandalism iz on the upswing ton,” he
pointed out, “Maybe it comes from the pop-
ulation increase—or it could be the resull of
a growing conflict in life-stvles,™

Green Harvest of "Gold™

Another big problem is Hawaiian mari-
Juana—"'Kona gold. " It has frustrated local
police for more than a decade. In 1977 the
state conducted its first Operation Green
Harvest—an aerial sweep over all the major
islands to spot marijuana patches. “They lo-
cated and destroyved plenty of them,” Mike
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Rig push for charity: In the annual Carole
Fol Bed Raoce, beams propel passenger-
laden beds down Honolulns Kaolakauns Ayve-
nue {above), Nomed for the singer who

'?‘(Hﬂ\\‘\n \

founded the benefit for handicapped chil-
drem, the event attracts entries sponsored by
firms such as the bank whoge advertising
logo decorates T-ahirts (helowr),

Mational Geographic, November [979
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said, “but not enough to put much of a dent
in the traffic.”

And growing pot is 8 lucrative business in
Hawsgii, “If you grow sugar,” Mike said,
*wou get about 15 cents a pound. Kona gold
brings £2,000 a pound,™

Politics, too, makes headlines in Honolu-
lu. Hawaii became a United States territory
in 1900, a state in 1959, For the ficst balf of
this century, the Republican Party ruled.
Then came the “revolution of 1954, " Backed
by the International Longshoremen's and
Warehousemen’s Union and many AJA s—
Americans of Japanese Ancestry—a Demo-
cratic regime began. Governor Ceorge B,
Aryoshi now heads Hawaii's government.

Honolulu's mayvoer, Frank Fasi, like the
governor, isa Democrat, though party regu-
lars congider him something of a maverick.
For nearly a decade Mavor Fasi and the gov-
ernor have conducted a running feud that
has enlivened the political scene.

Governor Arivoshi would like to haold
down the growth rate of Oahu's regident and
tourist populations. Mayvor Fasi believes
growwth is inevitable and wants to plan for it,
to lessen its impact. While both agree that
improved teanaportation is needed on the
island, they differ on how to achieve it, The
governor favors a new highway; the mayor
wants a mass-transit rail line.

Tride Winds Alwavs RBeturmn

There are davs when the northeast trades
are stilled, and the kona (leeward) wind
blows, Back on the mainland the unsettled
breezes would hardly be noticed, but Cahy
residents are inclined to grumble about such
“terrible weather.”

Terrible? T left my home near Washing-
ton, [0, C., witha foot of snow on the ground
and subfreczing temperatures, Ietepped out
of the plane at Honolulu into the balmy 70%.
“Bundle up a little bit tomorrow,"” the TV
newscaster advizsed that evening. “It will be
petting down into the 6008,

Such “cold” days are rare, for the vearly
average temperature range in Honolulu iz
less than 14 degrees. Mevertheless, during
my tay the weather made front-page news
on the Big Island of Hawaii, at the southern
end of the archipelago. Torrential down-
pours there caused major damage and sent
Governor Arivoshi flving over to declareita

Which Way Oahy?

disaster area. Meanwhile, only occasional
rains fell on Waikiki, not nearly enough to
dampen tourists' spirits. “Pineapple juice,”
they called the rain, and went on strolling
Kalakaua. After a week the northeast trades
came back, sweeping the skies clear again.

Just past Waikiki famous Diamond Head
looms—a towering reminder that thiz izland
was born in volcanic fire and smoke. An-
other long-dead volcano rises from within
the city of Honolulu itzelf; residents know it
as Punchhowl,

Together, the craters of these two moun-
tains tell of another inferno—the day Japa-
nese warplanes bombed the United States
fleet at Pearl Harbor.

Diamond Head's crater became & fort.
The gun emplacements carved through the
crater's rim are empty now, visited only by
hikers. The Punchhowl] crater became the
Mational Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific.
Muany of the gravestones on its vast green
lawn are dated December 7, 1941,

Sunken Ship Stirs Memories

World War II: It was my generation's
war. With hundreds of other touristz—
many of them Japanese—I cruised through
Pearl Harbor, reliving that December 7 at-
tack, Slowly we steamed past the gleaming
white memorial bothe U5, 5. Avizonaipages
684-5). As our boat turned to leave, a crew-
man dropped his red Hawaiian lei onto the
wabers, in tribute. T watched it bob in our
wake and wondered what thoughtz made
the gray-haired Japanese near me bury hiz
face in his hands.

Few scars of war still mark the naval base
at Pearl Harbor, Tts giant shipvard is the
largest employer on the izland, and a new
generation of ships—nuclear submarines—
was moored to the docks as I drove by with
my Mavy ezeort.

Yes, my war was over. A contingent of
foreign warships was due to be welcomed
hereinthe week ahead. Among them would
be a Japanese destrover,

"The Japanese own practically every-
thing on Waikiki now," mainland friends
had told me before my trip. A slight exagger-
ation, it turned out. Less than a third of
Waikiki's 27,000 hotel rooms are Japanese
owned, though many shopwindows bear
signs in that language,
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Where were all the Japanese tourists?
Mozt of the “foreigners” I met at Waikiki
spoke my language. They were Canadians.

“We got all geared up for the Japanese in-
vasion, and it never really happened,” a
Waikiki shopkeeper told me. “The ones we
see are good customers; they load up on gifts
to take home. But this is & foreign country to
them. I hear thev're taking their vacations
on Guam now, where they feel more com-
fortable,”

That, too, was a slight exaggeration. The
number of Japanese tourists on the island i=
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growing, but at a slower rate than that of
tourists coming from the 17, 5, mainland.

Boad Cireles the Island — Almost

There are four “sides” to Oahu, for the
island is roughly dismond-shaped. Half the
population clusters on the southern side—
Honolulu and the huge Pearl Harbor Naval
Base are there.

The eastern side of Oahy, known as the
Windward Coast, faces intensive pressure
from real estate developers, for it is easily ac-
cessible from downtown Honolulu, Three

MNational Geographic, November 1979



roads already lead to that coast from the
city, and a fourth is in the planning stage,

The modest road that winds along the
Windward Coast swings lefi at Kabuku
Point and runs along the Morth Shore. The
pavement ends just short of Kaena Point;
only four-wheel-drive vehicles can cover the
eight-mile gap between the North Shore
road and the one that runs along Oahu's
fourth side, the Waianae Coast, To reach
that coast, a motorist must drive halfway
back to Honolulu and resume hiz trip in &
clockwise direction.

Which Way Oahu?

Urigquenchable thirst of plont and mon led toa
warter-rights dispute betwaen barge growers and
urban dwellers, Seive Nokato (left) needs frash
flowing water to prevent rotting of the tare roots,
from which poi iz made. A judge's order that
Sfarmers erd the Honoluln Water Board share
Waihee Valley woter sarigfied neither gide, For-
tunately for Aguatic Farms, Ltd., cultivated oye-
ters thrive in algae-enriched salt woter (below).

That eight-mile gap iz not an oversight.
Environmentalists and others who oppose
expanded tourism on Cahu also oppose the
concept of an island-girdling highway,

Much of the mountainous interior iz state
watershed or military land, off limits to
developers. Only a broad saddle lving be-
tween the Koolau and Waianae Eangesz iz
level enough for sizable farms, but devel-
opments areé rare. The highway passing
through this level area 1= lined with fields of
sugarcane and pincapples. There are fower
of those fields than there used to be, for
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Thesen's awesome power creates sems af
the world's most challenging surf along
Oahu’s North Shore. A rushing wave curls
itz lp in Waimea Bay [left), where experts
by o wanguish swells up to 25 feet. Flip-
pered feet point skyward as a bodvsurfer
wipes out amid the fury of o “banzal pipe-
fine™ wave near Sunset Beach (elowis).
Surfing was common in Pelynasia for
centuries before Copt. Jomes Cook sgw o
Tahitian “driven so fust and =0 smeothly
by the gea™ in 1777, The spert had nearly

died out in Howail by the Late 1800, after
misslonaries discourgged it and natives
hecame preoccupied with the ways of the
haoles, or Coucasions, But a revival,
sparked largely by haole sporting clubs,
hepan at the turm of the century, Todoy
surfing is wideapreod and o multimillion-
dollar business. World surfing champion-
ahipa are held ot Sunset Beach—and down
the coast awaits what may be the ocean’s
ultimate challenge, the rare fifoe-foot
breakers ot Ensna Point.
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foreign pineapples and sugar have cut into
Dahu's ehare of the market, 5till it is clear,
as one drives around the island, why the
shoreline areas are 3o coveted for housing
and resorts, The views are nothing short of
magnificent, the roads are nearby, and the
land iz level enough for building lots,

With Dave Raney, I drove along the
Windward Coast on the road hugging the
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Koolau Range. When we paused to view
Kaneohe Bay, my companion cast a forlorn
glance at the shoreline, *Twe seen a lot of
construction since I first came out here in
1968. Now look at the urban sprawl,™

He pointed offshore. “The reefs out there
have been smothered by as much as five feet
of sediment from home and highway con-
struction projects. They're clearng up

Mational Geographic, November J979



somewhat now. But Kaneohe Bay has a bar-
rier reef around it, and that means the bay
flushes slowly, It will take along time for na-
ture bo repair the damage.™

Farther north along the Windward
Coast, the road passes through the Walahole
Valley, Dave told me of the fight to save it
from development. “It's a farming commu-
nity. When developers managed to get the

Which Way Oaku?

Bundied up under o
warm spring sun, fleld
workers lunch amid the
vharp pineapple leaves
that reguire them to wear
goggies and thick clothing
wiltile they atoop and pick.
Floadlights, background,
parmiit  rodnd-the-clock
huarvesting on this planta-
tipnn. owmed by Castle &
Cople, Inc., which muar-
kets under the Dole trade
name. Growers of pine-
opples, Hawaii's second
lorgest farm product, suf-
fered in the past from for-
eign competition, but the
market has  stabilized.
Industry spokesmen give
credit  to “comsumers'
recognition of the fresh
Hawallan  plesapple’s
suparior qualipy, "

Problems stll plague
the state’s number one
crop: sugar, L 8, growers
enfoved price supporis
and tarlff proteciion until
the Sugar Act expired in
1974, Recession and ris-
ing food costs made
Washington slow to re-
eatablish them.

leases, the farmers refused to be evicted.
They organized, and even blocked the road.
Public sympathy moved to their side, and
the state ended up buving most of the valley,
But some of the money came from the state
housing fund, so people here are still ner-
wvious. s the state planning to put kousing in
herer Mobody seems to know,™
Another willage, another

real  estate
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battle. Waikane, two miles farther down the
road, is also zoned as agricultural land. “But
the land iz beginning to go on the market in
two-acre plots, as farms,” Dave comment-
ed. “There is no way of guaranteeing that
the buyers will be farmers, of course, Their
‘crops’ just might turn out to be high-rise
buildings. "

Many of the battlez have already been
lozt, Dave guided me off the main road, onto
a suburban street, wanting to show me the
remnants of an ancient Hawaiian fish-
pond—a semicircular dike in the bay, where
ocean fish once were kept as a food supply,
Owr view was blocked though, by a row of
bungalows with high board fences. By law
all beaches are public, as far as the high-
water line,” Dave muttered. “There has to
be an access road.” We found it, finally, at
the end of the street and drove in—past a
slern MO TRESPASSING sigT.

That afternoon we stopped to watch Ha-
waiian surfers ride the waves. One of them,
chatting with us, pointed to a row of condo-
miniums a quarter of a mile down the shore,
“Ilearned to surf there when I was little,” he
said. “It's a better heach than this. But no
way I'm going back there, because the rich
haoles sit up on their balconies and give me
the stink eve.”

The poignant words of a Hawaiian song
drified through my mind:

The beaches they sell to build their hotels
My fathers and I once krew ™

COmly rarely on Oahu did I find the mili-
tant resentment that typifies so many minor-
ity struggles. (Once, at atiny roadside café on
the Windward Coast, I overheard a conver-
gation from a nearby table. Four islanders
were sitting there, and one of them had lost
his leasehold land. The bulldozers were due
bo move in pext day to regrade his farm for
houzing lots,

“How much dozing they going to get
done,"” he asked, “when I'm sitting up in the
hills, popping away at them with a rifler™
But it was obviously rhetorical talk.

Dahu has enough uncluttered beaches left
bo satisfy any taste. Beaches wilth fine snor-
keling and scuba-diving waters, others with
waves for big-board surfing and for body-
surfing (using no board at all, or the short,
light “boogie hoard”), One of the most fa-
mous is Sunzet Beach, on Oahu's MNorth
shore, Each wear internationally known
surfers come here to compete,

At times the combers at Sunset Beach are
too powerful for even the Hawaiian experts
to challenge, The boards stay in the cars
then, and hundreds of surf-watlchers stare
silently at thirtv-foot combers breaking half
& mile offshore, churning the intervening
shallows into white maelstroms. Truly it is
an awesome sight.

Water for Poi or People?

Az Oahu's population grows, fresh water
i a subject of mounting concern. Some of
the island's restaurantz serve it only on
request, and a stale agency gently coaxes
homeowners to grow only “unthirsty™ types
of plants.

Unfortunately, one of Oahu's traditional
crops—tary, from which poi is made—iz
very thirsty indeed. During my stay on
Oahu, taro farmers were demanding more
than four million gallons of fresh water a
day. Only cool, fowing fresh water would
do; otherwise, the taro roots would rot.

CGrovernment officials searched for an an-
swer tothe dilemma. Iftarowent, Hawaiian
culture would be the loser, but water sup-
plies were already critically short. The taro
farmers, in the end, were allocated ahout
half the water they had asked for—a com-
promise that seemed to satisfy nobody. And,
of course, the price of poi went up again.

Ancient Hawaiians looked to the sea for
sustenance, but that ocean orientation has
Been lost, some marine experts feel,

Dr. John Craven, Dean of Marine Pro-
grams at the University of Hawail and State
Marine Affairs Coordinator, summarized

* “Waimanale Blues,”™ by Liko Martdn & Thor
Wald, Mauna Kea Publ. (BT,

Invitation to the simpler side of Howaiian life, well-wom stairsteps lead to a house
in the North Shore town of Kahubu, Ona nearby 880-acre tract, the Prudential Insur-
ance Company plans to build a resort cononurdty with 5,000 hotel rooms and 2,000
condominiums, a plan fought by those who fear it would rob the town of its identity,
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reasons for that change. *The waves of peo-
ple who came here focused on agriculture,
ratherthan onthe ocean,™ he said, “Mow the
focus is on tourism. But there is an immense
potential out bevond the reef. Tuna migrate
past the island about 200 miles osut—mwe
should have a troe tuna-fishing industry.
Mariculture [farming the open sea) has yvot
to be developed here, We are beginning to
get into agquaculture; more than 100 acres of
ponds are going in on the Morth Shore of the
island, to raise freshwater prawns. ™

D, Craven branched off onto a new sub-
ject. “Remember, the ocean is a place. Any-
thing you can do on land, vou should be able
to do out there. Build floating cities, for in-
stance, The technology is here now—Ilook at
the offshore oil rigs, even in such inhospita-
ble places as the North Sea.™

Some are utilizing even the skies above
Oahu. “This island iz a communications
center,” & busineasman declared. "Alink be-
tween East and West, Because we're situat-
ed way out in the Pacific, I can line up a
conference telephone call between associ-
ates in Mew York and Tokyo and get them
both during daylight hours."”

That phone call is routed to an earth sta-
tion on northern Oahu, then beamed up to a
satellite parked over the Equator 22,240
miles above the earth, before moving on.

Acrogs the island from that hilltop earth
station, other scientists work on a more
down-to-earth project. For decades the ag-
ricultural aid that the United States has giv-
en bo Third World countries has been based
on temperate-zone crops. Now agronomists
at the University of Hawaii's Agricultural
Experimental Station at Waimanalo are de-
veloping special varieties of corn and other
high-protein crops that will grow well in the
earth's tropical regions,

Energy From Sugarcane and the Sun

Six vears ago I landed in Honolulu at the
height of an oil embargo. "We lucked out at
first," a Hawalian acquaintance told me at
the time. “Then the Arabs realized that this
island was really a part of the United States,
and they shut us of £." I still wince, thinking
of getting my rental car in line each day for
my allotted three gallons of gasoline,

There is no doubt about it; these remote
islands are vulnerable, for they consume
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more than twenty million barrelz of oil &
vear, producing not a drop of it.

Still, there are alternatives. *Sugarcane
can he used to make methane gas or ethanol
for gazohol,” state planning director Hideto
Kono said. “We can burn the leftover, called
bagasse, for fuel, as we do on the Big Island
of Hawaii and on Kauai. Fast-growing
trees, such as eucalyptus, could be raised as
fuel too, There's a project under way off the
coast of the Big Island, pumping cold water
up from the depths, The temperature differ-
ential between it and the warmer surface
water will be translated into power. "

He gestured toward the window, which
framed downtown Honolulu. “There is
plenty of natural energy out there, Already
Hawaii has more than ¥,000 golar collectors
inuse, The northeast trades blow 70 percent
of the time—soon a 200-kilowatt wind gen-
erator will be operating in the mountains not
far from here,™

He stared out at the tall, air-conditioned
buildings, “Our architects were frained in
other states, so the legacy has been heavy
mainland-type bullding. We should have
lighter, more open structures than those;
buildings cooled by the trade winds,”

Mr. Kono veered to a happier subject.
“¥ou know, these are exciting days in the is-
lands. Here we are, 200 years after Captain
Cook and twenty years after statehood,
ready to become the nation’s major link with
Asia. We have a good racial mix—well-
trained people who know how to get along
with East and West. "

Animated, he leaned across his desk.
“The Pacific trade area is growing fast, as
the Asian nations work hard to upgrade
their living standards. Today it develops &0
billion dollars in U. 5. trade each year—
more than the Atlantic trade. And we in
Honolulu are in the middle of it, with people
who understand Asian ways,”

Mr, Kono sees Oahu as regional head-
guarters for great multinational corpora-
tions, doing business and shipping cargo all
over the Pacific.

He is not alone in believing that Hawaii's
destiny is tied to Asia. An elaborate new
World Trade Center is planned for the
Honolulu waterfront, A foreign-trade rone
already serves as a warehouse for goods in
transshipment from both East and West.

Mational Geographic, November J973



But before that Pacific destiny comes to
pass, there are urgent problems to face.
More than B0 percent of the state's income
stems from tourism plus defenze and other
federal spending. Suppose an oil crisis stops
the jumbo jets; suppose sizable cutz are
made in military budgetz? MNightmarizh
thoughts, these, to islanders, Last spring a
strike at United Airlines reminded Oahu of
its vulnerability. United’s planes were
grounded—and Waikiki’s tourizt popula-
tion dropped suddenky.

Dahu Seeks 8 Workable Balance

Last vear Hawail became the first state in
the nation to enact a comprehensive state
plan, outlining its goals and the policies

needed to attain them. Detractors call it an
ineffective collection of noble generalities
and point out that it can be interpreted to
suit the convenience of any future politician.

But, say supporters, at least it is a start
While it won't solve problems, it will focus
onthem. Diversification of industry, protec-
ton of a fragile environment, balancing
needs of farmers and developers—the prob-
lems are many, Somewhere there may be an
answer to each one of them.

Wait: all but one. Waikiki’s crowded
thoroughfares will become more crowded
still, as the tourist crush intensifies.

Unlezs, of course, Dr. Craven's dream of
floating cities does come true, Then Waiki-
ki's hotels could simply put fo zea O

Sitrength in numbers holped Pascual Sosdt and others who [eased homes and lond
Jromm the state on g former plantation af Waimanalo, Facing eviction, they orga-
nized, got @ new G85-year lease, and used public financing to by old houses and baild
new ones, Meamwhile, the state dropped its plans for an industriol park on the side,

Which Way Oaha?
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