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iz Island resident Danmy

Aleaka of the Mauna Lani

Bav Hotel & Bungalows is
ope of four ndividuals bonored
tlis year by the statewide Aboha Festivals for exemplifying this vear's theme, “Na
Honu Hawaii-The Spiril Within," Akaka has been named an Ambassador of
Aloha and will ride in the Aloha Festivals Floral Parade an Osho Seplember 17
with furtbe expert George Balazs, Ho selentist Dr. Iszhetls Abbolt and Donna
Kahakud, long distance paddier for ocean awarencss.

Besides being a Hawailan kabu {priest), musician and ocedn naviganor,
Danny Akaka has heen the resident Hawaitan historian and director of
cultural affairs i the Mauna Lanl Resor for more than 20 years. He is one
af the caretakers of the resorts Turtle Ambassador Progrm and belleves
“unlerstanding the: plight af the hona is to malama ‘aina, or take care of o
surrandings."

The Manna Lani’s Turthe Ambhassador Program was pioneeréd 16 vears ago
hy Crah's Sea Life Park and the resort, Bvery year, amwhere from a few dozen
inr 1 few Tunsdred e toriles hatch at the park from brood stock the pack has
e since the eardy 1970s (prior to the Endangered Species Act). Most are
ppred with Naonal Marine Fisheries Service tags and released inlo the ocean
im the first 24 hoars af their life, bt 1 few oeles are seol o qualified Baeilities
like the Maund Lani, a5 part of an educstions] lan program.

While the honu are in residence at the Mawna Land, hundreds of school
children are browght annually wo the hotef 1o enjoy a lively tour of the salteaer
ponids. Thev lexrn shawt the turtles and other marine life: sharks, puffer fish
and 2 wide variety of tropical sh, The Mauna Lam serves as ambassador w the
hoa for & couple years undil they reach a size and weight deemed appropriate
for release Into the wild. Refore release, hong undergo 3 velernary check.

O Julv Fourth (“Turile Independence Day™), the captive-mised tirles are
gathered and escorted to the ooean as Akika bliws the conch shefl, This vear,
Hatau Hula 0 Knkunackaks performed  speclal dance and chant o horor two
sucred boau, “In Ofd Hawad'l, seme triles were considersd sacred, The bula
by perfnrmied todd about the meeting of ‘Ea’Ea, the female guardian furthe tha

hedonped to the Kona Chicfiess Keakealaniwahine, and Kaiaka, the sacred male
fartle from Modokal," explains Ahkaka

A hui ho hena!

Twrtles raised as part of the
Twrile Ambassader Program af
Mauna Lani Resort are rebeased
when a few years ald. The hone
are tapped, given a health check,
and with much fanfare and the
sound of the conch shell, they
ane transported in an |ndepen-
dence Day decerated cart and
released into the Pacfic For
maore imndo about the honu, Wit
wwrw Eunalaniculture.org,
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“The oni is a culoeal smbol
fior Hawallans znd for some, (beir
‘aumabuz {personal Bmily guardian
ar deirgd,” he continues. It was
kapu (forhidden) for u person o
el turtle meat if the bonw was his
“aumakira.” Ancient Hawaiians had
@ smbictic pelatkonship wiih their
‘aumakan—ithey did not harm or
et it amd the ‘mumakan warned asd
reprimeanded humans in dreams
and visions, Akl acds that turibes
were a source of fond for other
Herwaiians, but oaly ali'i could e
titles in ok (pands) G fond.
Turtle's homing ability

“Hince we slared (e program,
wi'se roleased over 190 home,” s Akaka Some of hem are tagged with
monttoring devices d irack their mavigation by George Balass, 2 NOAA National
Marine Fisheries Serdce Protected Species biolopist, also being honored in the
(b parade, [Soe mex] page. )

"Protecting var hong and ocean is one aspect of makama aina,” explains
Ak, “Hawaiians belleve everything is interconnected and il one aspect or link
is missing, then there cannot be o whole, If there is a missing part, then things
don't balunce,” Akaka sdds thas honn are survvors since prehistoric imes and
it is impartand we learn from them. “They are the ultimate navigatars,” he sas,
"They return bome.”

Bodh Akaka and Bakzs contributed to the International Year of the (e
Sea Tartles Coloring Book, sailable onfine by visiting wan:yotoO. oo, g
hookssseaurtesseaur . im, They modifed the book for s in Hawall and
it is in hath Hawaiisn and English text. For more info on Hawadian honu, a
sugpessted] wehsite is www.mrthes.org,

Sick turtle hotline. To repsrt what appeari 1o Be a sick, injured or Sead sea turtie m

Wiest Hawaii, contact the Hawad Preparatory heademy Sea Turile Hosline a2 881-£200 or
the OMLE Enforcement Diwision of Canservation and Resources, 317-4%61.

Danny Kaka sits on the steps of the Eva
Parker Wonds cottage 2t Mauna Lani prior to
2 "Talk Story” evening (1o mnl pagel. Left:
Bkaka blows the coach 2t the Mauna Lani
Resort’s Tertle Independence Diay on July 4.
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Oahu furile czar works closely with
Big Island fo ensure furfles’ fufure

corge Baloes, a NOA&A National Marine Fisheries Senice Proteced

species. bologist on Oahi, lias devoled his 3oy career 6 the

recovery of the Hawaiian green trtle (Chelonia mydas) and recentdy
wils honored by the National Wildlife Federation with it Mational Conservation
Achievement Award.

Thraugh the use of radio telemetry, Balazs tracks where turles go. One
Mauna Lani turtle made the news after a nine-month, 3.000-mile journey
arpal the Hawaktan Islands before remening to the Maura Lani area, “Turtles
bive o pread homing ability and this wrile refurned o the coastline it was
released from," explains the Hawadian honu espert, Following migration romes
of tagped honu coald possibly Jead to guidelines for longfine fishing boars.

According 1o Babars, turtles practice “natal homing,” remming <o the
sl of their birth'™ b repbenish the next generation, and the pest,
and s on. “Fands of thetr birth doesn’t nsean a specific spot with
pedfection,” siresses Balaes, "It sumetimes is 2 grip of coasiline
some mdles long; or iUs 3 chuster of small iskands 2 few or more
mibes from one another, In addition there are srays.”

Balars sy this is good because for sea borles i
strvive, adapl aind endire over the centuries, by peed
b b Elexible. “Sea levels rise, and fall. Tsland 2nd coasial
aregs sink and are croded aowne New nesting areas bave
to he found and that's how its most Hkely done, by wrtdes
‘mizsiitg heir mark” oocasionally,” he continpes.

Students valuable
field assistants
Sudents, including youth
from Huwuii Preparutory
Academy (below), sene a8
held assistants for Balazs 1o hand caprere, g and measuree wrtkes around
e Big Jsland. Leaming hands-on the importance of science, data collection
andl teanmwork, HPA studdents alse assist with ihe Magna Lam progean, Iafo
i entered ingo 4 dadbase o leimm more about the replile’s biobopy, Areas
stuclled] Inclwle hong growils me, hahital wse, belendors, developmental and
 reprisluctive migratons and popalaton rends.
' Irs fact, Balazs bed pesearch from 1967-2004 that showed a 600
percenl increase in nesting femabes on Bast [sland, an isolsded aboll
in the French Frigate Shoals of the Nathwesiern Hawaiian stands
The Sheals i the principal roskery for the Hawaiian green
tartle and 21 lest 50 percend of all pesting occars on East
Bdand. “Hawaiian preen furthe populaion is well on ihe
way b recoveny,” Balazs emphasizes, e atiributes much of
the population incresse i the Endangered Species Act; e
wits instrumendal in petting the bon listed in 1978, Bot be
alsn belknves edocation has changed perceptions abour seq
mriles from 4 source of feod e 4 native species people are
proucd g protect. (See story by Babies on page 30,5
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Plavies Whals
Cnttans

El.'Er:.r marth swhen the full maan rises, Mauna Lani Fesort affers an
enchanted evening of enterlainment an the lawn of the resort's
aceanfront Eva Parker Woods Cottage. Hotel guests and Hawaii
residents are all walcome o join Danny Kanels Akaka for “Twilight at
Kalahuipua’a,” a night of music, dance and storgtelling.

Danmy Kaniela Akaka is one of Hawall's most famous persenalities
and Maiina Lani's “Mative 5on.” Ko one knows more about the legends
of Hawail than Danny. He Mauna Lan's Cultural Histoman, He i a kahu
(Hawalian priest), speaks fluent Hawaiian, performs as a musician and
dancer, has twice saibed with the Hokule'a (Hawail's farmed ocean-
voyaging canoe], and 13 a caretaker of Mauna Lani’s endangered
Hawsahan green @ea Wwrile program. He s young, @nergetic, full of life,
and the father of five children, including & set of twins.

“Twilight at Kalahwipua'a® was designed fo perpetuate the
traditional folk art of stonvtelling, Everyone in attendance — not only
the professional entertainment - is invited o share stones family
histories, songs, and dance. | geves hotel guests a chance 10 expenence
the true aloha spieit, and resicdents the opportunity 1o meel and share
stories with pesgle from around the woed,

The charming Eva Parker Woods Cottage howses histoncal artifacts
thist ware excavated at Kalahuipua'a, the land now called Mauna Land,
s aceanfront location marks the piko (spiriteal cantar) of the resort's
ancient Hawaiian fishponds, making it the perfect venue for this full
e |VEnt.

Exciting Shops Farker Ranch
Great Resfaurants Museum &
Corveniemt Servioss Visdtor Center
PARKER RANCH CENTER
mmmuﬁﬂﬂﬁf&f

Dl A omeesiat T hesirnter Fartincal.

Sunday, August 28 « 11am-3pm

5S¢ Free Hawaiian Entemsainment by Top 1sland Performers
% Free Fire-Roasted [sland Beef Tastings

=¥ Traditional Hawallan Arts & Ceafts by Local Artisans
0 Historlcal & Astronomy Exhibits

Plus much more with over 50 Exhibitars and Entertainers!
ol 328-0833
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Mamakahoa Huny 19
GME LLC, Manager and Leasing Agent for Parker Ranch Cenger
feenn Puschy siatus phala couttsssy of the Panioo Presecotion Socity
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Aloha Festivals theme celebrates

| “Ihe Spirif Within

"' a tribute to the Hawaiian
lite of land and sea

|| Attend Big Island events

| August 27 thru
| - September 25




